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A Minor Figure, a Large History: A Study of Johan Su, a Sichuan Catholic Convert in the
Early Qing Dynasty
Song Gang

Abstract: This article compares four rare Chinese Christian texts held in several libraries in Europe
and America. By using a number of other relevant sources on the Catholic Church in late imperial China, it
reconstructs the life stories of an obscure Chinese convert from Sichuan in the early Qing period, whose name
was identified as Johan Su. In this micro-historical study, I will reveal how Su assisted Jean Basset (1662—1707),
a missionary from the Missions étrangeres de Paris, in their first Chinese translation of the New Testament. He
further compiled a Gospel Harmony by himself, thereby leaving an unnamed yet significant work for the later
generations, particularly the Protestant Biblical translations initiated by Robert Morrison (1782—1834) and his
peers in the early 19"century. Along his journey from Sichuan to Guangzhou and Macau, Su not only was involved
in the intense contests among the Catholic orders in China, but also served as a Chinese secretary of the papal
legate Carlo T. Maillardde Tournon (1668—1710) during his exile in Macau. Moreover, in one of his unsent letters
Su expressed the voice of “the most humble one in the Church” in defense of Tournon, and at the same time cast
severe criticisms at the despicable acts of the Jesuits. His descriptions thus completely overturned the idealistic
image of “Western scholars” cherished by the Jesuits since the late Ming period. To reveal the remarkable life of
this “minor figure” can enrich our understanding of some previously untended subjects and remind us of their

particular value in supplementing and rewriting the macro-history of the Catholic Church in late imperial China.

Key words: Johan Su, Jean Basset, Jesuits, Maillard de Tournon, Chinese Rites Controversy

A Brief Study of Summa Theologiae in China
Hu Wenting

Abstract: Thomas Aquinas and his Summa Theologiae have been hot topics in Chinese philosophical circles
for a long time. With the great efforts made by Professor Duan Dezhi in the translation and publication of Summa
Theologiae, more research achievements have been made. But they mainly focus on natural theology, linguistic
philosophy, ethics aesthetics, etc.. Few scholars pay attention to the question of how Thomas Aquinas’ ideas were
introduced into China during the Late-Ming and Early-Qing dynasties, and to the translation of the book at that
period. This article tries to do primary studies on the above issues.

Key words: Summa Theologiae, Lodovico Buglio, Chaoxing Xueyao, early Jesuits in China

Vladimir Solovyov and Russian Sinology
Zhang Bing

Abstract: As a representative of humanistic ideas in the Russian “Silver Age”, Vladimir Solovyov wrote
some articles about Sinology, but received little attention in academic circles. From his articles, we can say that
Solovyov, in some way, has a deep understanding of the thoughts of the pre-Qin philosophers, such as Confucius
and Laozi. Moreover, in Russian Sinological circles, Solovyov first introduced the term “Yellow Peril”, by which
he actually meant a kind of natural disaster harmful to agricultural production. But the idea was misunderstood
by the later writers. There is no doubt that Solovyov’s thoughts are too important for the study of Sinology to be
ignored.

Key words: Vladimir Solovyov, philosophical thought, Confucius and Laozi, “Yellow Peril”, Sinology



