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To M. l.*'
COUNSELLOR

TOQ THE. RN
'PARLIAMENT

"OF sew - -

=E11.MIT-, Sir, anunknown, °
but. zealous, citizen, an
impartial hiftorian of "the Je-
- fuits, to pay-public homage to
- that truely philofophigal patri-
. otifim Whichyou ‘have-difplayed
- in - this. affaje; In exciting

“againft the {Qcmty ‘tlie, zeal of

.. the maglﬁrates, you have not

A 2 . negleGted



| (V) - |
negle&ed to fix their enlighten-
- ed attention on all thofe men,
who may have with this alien
fociety’ any- marks of refem-
blance, and whe, arrayed in
- . black, gray, of white, may ac-'
“knowledge like it, in the very
bofom of France, another coun-
fry, and another fovereign.
" You have fhewn no kfs
lights in making known to the
fage Depofitaries' of the- laws,
all the :men of the party, who-
ever tﬁéy e, alf thé:fanaticks,
. whatever-liveiy l:hty wear, whe-
ther théy' mv@k_e; .Frafms qf
: Parx:, or Francis of Borgia,
4 . whether
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whether they maintain prede-

terminating decrees,or congruos

affifances. -

H the author of thls wntmg
had been able to afk you your

. opinions, hiswork would, with-
. eut daubt, have gained greatly
. - byit. May you, fuch asitis,

grant-it your fuﬂ'rage, and re- -
ceive it as a flender mark of

- the -ackmowledgement which
- religiony the ftate, philofophy,
and letters owe ta youl.

 ADVER-
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ADVERTISEMENT..

HE different picces which:
have been publithed on the .
" affair of the Jefuits (if we except: '
therefrom the requifitories of the
maglﬂrates) breathe an animofity or:

fanaticifm in thofe who have under-
taken either to defend or attack the

fociety.” Wg may fay of thefe hifto-

rians, 'what Tacitus faid of the hifto~
rians of. his time : Newtris cura po-
Seritatss, inter irgﬂrg/b} vel obnoxios :.
¢ None of them were influenced by
¢ any regard for pofterity, being

¢« themfelves. among the exafperated:’ -
¢¢ or the obnoxious.” As the author” - .

of
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" of the following -writing profeffes a
‘ pretty greatvihtii&'crence for- quarrels
-of this fort, he has had no violence
to do himfelf in order to tell the
“truth (fo far at leaft as he has been
_able to come at the knowledge of it)
with refpec to the caufes and the
circumftances of this fingular event:
if he has fometimes told it with-
. energy, he ﬂatters himfelf at leatt
that he has dchycred it without bit-
ternefs, and he hopes that thus his
work will not difplea_;fé thofe, who
like him are detached from any fpirit ‘
of party or interet. He has even
waited, before he publithed this .
~writing, till peoples minds fhould
‘be ‘no longer heated, in regard to

the *
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the matter Wthh is the olge& of it ;
he will lofethereby; without doubt,
. fome feadErs, but the tmth wiﬂ " gain
by it, ‘or at leaft be no lbfer

Thc faéts which are relzted hcre
‘are, for the ‘mioft Part, vary well
-known in France: they are lcfs fo
to forclgncrs, for whom. we have
propofed. te write as well as for the
"French." T’he reﬂ'cxxons whxcl’rhave
~“been to this hlﬁorrcal account, midy
‘be ufeful to Both, and perhaps Al
‘more to° thc French thzn to fd-
'rcxgncrs. '



DESTRUCTION

oF 'rnn -

JESUITS in FRANCE.

THE unddle of tbe century,
in which we live, appears:
' deftinéd to form an e@ra, not
only-in: the ‘hifory of the human
mind, by thé revolation which feems
‘to be prepariog itfelf in our opinions,
bat alfo in the hiftory of ftates-and
empires, by the extraordinary gvents
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of which ‘We have fucteffively beh
witnefles. . ‘Inlefs than eight. years
we have feen the earth thaken, {wal«
low up a part of Portugal, Spam,
Africa, and Hungary; and terrify by
its thocks feveral other nations; a
war kindled from Lifbon to Peter{-
bourg, for fome almoft uncultivatéd
tra&s in North-America; the fyftem
of Europe chariging fuddenly its ap-
pearance at the end of .two.cesituries
by the ftrict and unhoped-for union
of the houfes of France and Auftria;
the confequences: of that uaion, all
contrary .to what- it was matural so

have e'xpe&ed- frem ity the king of

Proffia withflanding alone five - for-

:thidable powers leagued-againft hiny,

and iffuing from the bofom of the
florm viGtorious and. covered with
glory; an emperor caft headlong

from

Y
.
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from bis thirone ; the king of Portu-
g3l affaflinated ; France tesrifyca ata -
like attempt, and trcmblmg for alife
the moft precions { laftly, the Jefuits,
thofe men who were thought fo powt
erful, fo firaily eRablithed, fp iny
doubnable, driven from the . former -
«f théfe two kingdoms, and deftréym
e® in ‘the:fecondi) : This laft event,
.which is, for dertain, necither the
fmoft welancholy, por the grestefk of -
thofé which. we have juft. secapitus-
Jated, is” pechaps. neither -the ucaid
Aurprifing, nor the leat . fufceptibie
of reflexions. It is for philafepncis
‘tofee it fuch as it is, tor thew it.fuch
-9 it is to pofterity, to make known
-t0.the fages of all nations;: how paf-
_fion' and hatred have, without know=
ing it, affifted reafon and julbice in
this unexpecied tatiftrophe.. = i .

. B2 In
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* Tn order to exphin myfelf with
,1mparuahty on the deftru@ion of the
Jefuiits in France, the’ ob_]e,é't of this
ereatife, we muft begin ‘very far
back, and reafcend to thelvery origin

-of this famous fociety, place in .

one point of view the obftacles
avhich had been oppofed to it, the
progrefles which it. has"made, the
blows which it has given and recei-
‘ved ; laftly, the caufes apparent and
{ecret, which brought it to.the brink
of the precipice, and which have
terminated by throwing it from
thence.

» It is fomewhat above twc hundred
-years fince the fociety of Jefuits took
-birth. Its founder was a - Spanith

gentleman, who having had his brain -
beated by romances of chevalry,

and afterwards by books of devotion,

1

—— e
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teok it into his liead to be "the Dom:
Quixote of the Virgin®, to go and
preach to infidels -the chtiltian reli~
gion which he knew nothing of, and
to affociate himfelf fot that purpofe
~ with thofe adventurers whao fhould
think proper to join him.

It will .be thought aﬁomfhmg.
svithout doubt, that an order, be- |
come fg powerful and fo celebrated,.
fhould have for its founder fuch a
man. /] This founder was however
wife enough. ‘to  declifie. “enteting:
into-the order of Theatins, -which a.
cardinal, who fome years - after be-
.came pope; thad juft efablified a
- little before the Jefuits ;hegan to ap-
pear. Ignatius, in {pite of all the
-oppofition : whl‘chWOglcty experir
enced at its birth, chofe rather to be

an, Bl}‘ ‘Qw the-
- ‘See the ]eﬁut whiteré oz'ﬂ)e Lfc of%t fgxauu& :
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the legiflator of an inflitution ﬁ)tw

+ #uBjedt him{elf totawswhich wefeﬁoki

‘of his making. “ It:{e€ms as if the fored
faw, from that very time, the fiture
‘grandeus of his order, and-the fmall
figure the other would make;, though
* deftined to be ini-our times the cra«
-dle of a pious prelate, raifed from

‘the bofom of that order (by an im-

penetrable -Providence) to the firft
dignities of the ftate and of the
“charch *.

Ignatius had alfo the wit to per-‘
iceive, that-a fociety which made
particular profeflion of "devotion to
ihe ‘holy fee, would find infallible

* fupport from the head of the Roman
church,-and by ‘thefe mieans from

‘thé c&thohe #es, xts dear and
"’ .faxthful

< 4 Pather RBopanthe ‘ﬂmm. afterwards anhop
0f Mmit. and fines precepent o thc children

% .
i; 4?.

P
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feithful fons ; and that thus this
{fociety would triymph- at length over
the tranfitory obftacles which it might
meet with at its origin, , It Was in
this view that he gave to it thofc fa-
smous conftitutions, fince perfeCted,

- ‘and aliways on the fame plan, by
- two fueceflors: very fuperior to Igna-
tius, the two generals Lainez and
Aquiviva, fo celebrated in the annals
©of the Jefuits: the latter efpecially,
- .antriguing, adeoit, ‘and full of great
-views, was on all-thefe accounts very
-proper for the government of an am-

‘hitious fociety : to him it is indebted,
more than to any other, for ‘thofe
regulatlons fo weli contrived and fo -
 wife, that we may flyle them the
" .mafter-piece of the induftry of hu-
* man pature " in ‘Poht-oF policy, and -
; whlckhln ch}mbmd, .dunng two
S : IV ,hundred.
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‘hundred ycafs', to the aggrandize- .

‘ment and glory of this order. Thefe
-regulations, it is true, have ended in

‘being the caufe or the motive of the

‘deftru&ion of the Jefuits in France;
‘but fuch is the fate of all:human
grandeur and power, it.is intheir
'very nature to” grow worfe and- be-
come extin& when they have arrived
at a certain degrec of- greatnefs and
luftre. . The empire of the Affyrians,
‘that.of the Perfians, the Roman em=
“pire itfelf, have difappeared,. precife-
1y for this very reafon, becaufe ‘they
wére become=too-large and too pow-
erful.: Thefe examples: oughr to
“confole the Jefuits, if it be’ poﬂi_bk
“for Jefuitical pride to be coufoled.
We cannot better compare. thls

' .foc1ety, every where {urrgunded with -

.cm:mlcs, -and 9Vety whegel grium-

ol - phant

L rme— - ta—
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phant for the fpace of two centuries,,
"than to the marthes of .Holland,
cultivated by obftinate labour,, ‘béw-
fieged' by the fea, which “thireatens
every inftant to fwallow them up,.
and perpetually. ‘oppofing: their dikes.
"to that deffru@ive elemert.. Let:
thefe- dikes. be ‘pierced” but ih "orie:
fingle- place. Holland' will be laid.
undet. water”after fo many ages of:
labour and’ of. vigilance.. “'This is:
what has_ happcned to the fociaty ;.
its enemies have at. 1aft found.
out the wcak part; and pierced its.
dike; yet thofe who had' raifed.
it. with- fo much care: and pati-
" ence, thofé- who -Had: afterwards.
watched: fo long over its preferva-.
tion, thofe who have cultivated;:with.
fo much. fueccfs, the foil whi¢h ‘was:
| ' B & ‘ pfetcétedL

Lo

‘
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prote d by ‘this dike, ment nevei-
tbplefs cdbmendatxcq on that acoount.

'~ Scarce had- the company of Jefus
(for that- js the name ‘which. it
 hed takcn) begnn 1o thew itfelf in
. France, when it et with pumber-
"lefs difficultics in eftablifhing - itfelf
thcre. The univerfities ef'pccnallyz
- made the greatcﬁ cﬁ'orts to Expel
thefc new comers ; -it is difficult to
“decide, w whether this oppoﬁtwn does
- honour. or dlfcrcd.lt. to the’ Jefuits
- who. expcnenccd it. 'They gave
 themfelves qut for the. inftru@ors of”
. youth gratis; they counted alreadx
. amongft them:fome Jearned and fa-.
. mous.men;. fuperior perhaps to thofe-
-, of wwhom the univerfities could boaft:
. intereft and vanity rmght thercforc
. g fuffiient motives to their advcr-
faries, at leaft in thefe firft moments,
- ' to.
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“to feek to-exclude them. We may.
_ resolle@ the like' oppofition whleh
- the Mendlcant orders underwent:
" from thefe very univerfities when
. " they wanted to introduce’ thcml'elves
" there ; oppoﬁnon founded on pretty
ﬁeaﬁy the fame moftvcé, ahd’ whith.
ée:{fcd not but by the tate fnito which.
< thefe’ ordcrs are-fallen; now become
* incapable of exciting envy..
7 20n theothcrﬁdc,lt is very probablc
" ’that the’ focxety, psoud: of. thiat -fop-
Porb Wthh‘ it found amxdﬁ fo'many.
\ florms; furm{hcd arms to its* adver--
- faties. by ‘bravmg them; it feemed to.
’ 1ﬂ‘)eW itfeif from tl’us tunc, with that-
" fpirit "of“invafion ‘whiéh- it has -But-
" too mu‘ch’difpla ed' ﬁ’ncc, but which,
it "has carefully covered: at all times.
' Wlth the maﬂc of rehglon, and;
. of zeal -for the- falvation. of “fouls.
nl B. 6 - Fhis,
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Thls deﬁre of extending itfelf, and
of dommeermg, appeared a]ready on
_all fides: the fociety infinuated itfelf
into the confidence of fevcral fove-.
seigns 3 it caballed at the courts of
fome others; it rendered itfelf for="
midable to the bithops, by the
dependance  whjch. it -affeted on
the court of Rome alone; in fhort,
the more it aggrandized itfelf, the:
.~ more it feemed to juftify, by its cre~.
dit and its intrigues, the rancaur: of
its ‘enemies ‘againft it. Fo govern.
the univerfe, not by force, but by:
.. xeligion, fuch appeared to have been.
the device of this faciety from.its.
- erigin; & device which it has madeap-
pear further ta 'proportian as its exift~
. enceand ts: authom.y gainedftrength..

- Never did it lofe fight, either. of,
i ﬂns Qb‘le&, -ar of the means (as.
e : fmoath.
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fmocth as._efficacious) which it was
. tor employ n orde;’td”fucceed in it,
. Tt is perhaps the only one of all_the
. focicties, as the houfe of Aufiria js.
. the only-one of all the . powers of
- Evurops, which has obferved an uni=
- " form and conftant policy ;. an ‘ineftjs.
“mabte _advantage to focieties.and fo--
’,verergnkwfes. Individuals only pafs:
. away, and are fub"e& in that fhart
_ fpace to. a fmall. c1rcle of. events,,
~- which by no . means.’ Jpermit. them,
to have any nnmu,table fyftem.  Bo--
dies and great. hopfes’ fubfift for- a.
~ long time; and if they purfue always.
the fame proleé'ts, the fcene -of the:
- world,, whi¢h, changes Berpctu&lly,
‘brings on at laft, fdon or late, cir«
- ¢umftances fayourable to, their views.
~‘We muft, when ence we have dc-ﬁ
clarcd ourfelyes theis enemy, citer,
.f : anmhxlate -
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" annihilate them entrrely, or end i i
Bung thelr vi&im ; fo long as they ‘
' "Rave ofig gafp remamfng, they’ ‘cedfe:
not to Be forimidable: < ¥You' have-

- s drawnthefword a,galri& ‘the ]éfults,” .

.....

fald a'man of wit'tod phxlofopher 5
"o well, ‘throw thé Teabbard: into. the:
< fire.” But individuals, Kow nume=.
rous and ammatqd I'oevcr they be,
" have very litele force agamﬁ 4 body =
“ aceordingly the Jeluits {6 decryed, fo.
" atticked, 18 detefted, ‘would ‘fubﬁft
perhaps il with, more- luftre’ than.

" ever, if they had 06t had fér i irrecon-
' cﬂeable enemies other bodies ftill fub-.

ﬁﬁmg as well as therr;, and as con--
ﬁantly taken up W&Ih ihe Ptqe& “of
extcrmmatmg thcm, as” they have:
" beén  with that of aggrandxzmg;
tflemfelves. conE e O

3ol -.a'-!.. . ,‘7'

. '*,The':'
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The fanner in which this lbcxet’:
e&abhfhed itfelf “in .thofe places-
- 'where. it ‘found. the leaﬁ “refiftance,.
" difcovérs - very " plainly’ the projeét.
"which"we have ‘attributed: to-them,.
‘of . governing mankind; and of making

rcllgxon ﬂnb{crv;ent to-that deﬂgn.
e thiis that thie ]'cfuxts hdve ac-
- quired in Paraguij a fnonatchical
: authqnty, founded, it is faud, on. .
A perfuaﬁon alone, and on the lenity of
. their. government : fovercigns in that
vaﬁcountry,they.renderhappy, itisaf~
_fured, the peoplethere whoobey them,
_and whom" they have at laft effect-
_wally fubje@ed ta thems without em- |
. ployingviolence. The carewith which
“they exclude ftrangers, preveats bur
- " knowing the pasticulars of this fin-
_ gular ‘adminiftration; but the little
_ whichhasbeen difcovered ofit, fpeaks
.. , it
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_its praxfe, and would render it perhap& ’

‘tobedefired, ifthe relationsbefaithful,.
‘that many other barbirous countries,

“where the people are opprefled and.

unhappy, ‘had had, as well as Para-
.. guai, Jefuits for apoﬂ:les and'mafters.
If they had. found- in Etirope as few.
obftacles to. their. domination, 2s in.

“that vaft country of America, it is’

to be believed that they would rule
" thete at this day with the fame em-
_pire:. France, and' the flates into.
" which ph;lofb'%y has. penetrated for-
the happinefs: of mankind, would,

~ “without doubt have loft greatly there~

~ by; butfome other natiops perhiaps
"would. not have been. more to be

- pityed for it. 'Thepeople know but.

one thing only, the wants of nature,.
and thie neceflity of fatisfying them;.
the, moment they are by their fituac.
e 3 - tiom
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tion fheltered from mifery and fuffery
ing, they-are. content and happy:
Kberty is 3-good which.is .notmade
for them, of which. they khow not
the advintage, and which they poflefs
-not but to abufe it to their own. pre-
judice; they are children who fall
down,_and hurt themfelves the mo-
.ment; they are left to go alone, "and

.who gef up again only to beat their |

" .nurfe;; they .muft.be well fed, kept
.employed without cruthing them,and
Jed without fuffering them to fee too
. plamly their chains. ¢This(fay they)
.¢“ is.what the Jefults do in Paraguai ;
L6 t&xs probably is what they would
&¢ hayc dgne every, where elfe, if the
'_ N WO;Id had been difpofed to permit
¢ them. » Butin Europc, thrc they
hadqquady fo many mafters, they dld
.hot thipk prapert tofuffer any newoneg:
. thls

.“J
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- this refiftance, tho’ o natural, irritated
the Jefuits, and rendered them wick-
ed: they made thofe nations, which
- refufed their yokc, feel alf the evils
which thofe nations endeavoured to
- infli& on them: ufefull and refpet-
able' in” Paraguai, where they found
only docility and gentlenefs, they be-
‘came dangerous-and turbulent in Eu-
_ TopE, Wherc’thcy'met with difpofiti-
‘onsalittle different; and itisnot with=
‘out reafon it has'been faid of . them,.
‘that fecing they did fo mich geod in
a corner of America, and fo much
ill elfewhere, it was neceflary there-
fore to {end them all to the only place
‘where they were not hurtful, and
to purge” the reft of the earth of
them., " .
© Letus return to France, or mher
- “te the hiftory of-the eftablifament
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d* the fociety: in- that kingdom:.
Already had the Jefuits, fupported

by the protection of the popcs and
by that of kings, fucceeded, in fpite
of the oppofition of the univerfities,
' fo obtain very gﬁeat adw.ntagcs, to

oannd féveral houfes, to saife at length .
in Paris itfelf a college, which was-

loaked upon by the others with envy.
‘Phe eftablithment -of this college had
. undergone feveral affaults at different
periods : at firft Stephen Pafquier, fo
. ~well known for hijs fatyrical talents,

-and feveral years after Anthony Ar-
nauld, father of the .dofor, had
fucceflively pronaunced agsinft the
Jeluits thofe famous pleadings,- in

"which afew truths are found joined -

to much .declamation. The fociety,

* “vitorious in thefe pleadings, had ob-

. taindd by patant the liberty of contie
.S ‘ » nuing



() .
nuing its leflons; the univerfity of
Paris was obliged to put up with it, .
and thought itfelf ftill very happy in -
not being conftrained to- admdt inte:
its bofom thofe ambitiousand fa&tious-
~ men, who would foon have pofiefled
themfelves of the power: perhapsalfo
they efciped this yoke, only becaufe
the Jefuits difdained to impofe it on
them : probably they thought them-
delves fufficiently ftrong to.raife with
~ duccefs altar againft altar ;- and their
Janity, flattered with making a party
by themfelvcs, nourithed from that
time the hope which it has fince but
tdo well redlized, -of taking away
from the uniyesfitics the education of
.the moft hrilliant of - the nobnlmy
of the kingdom. ‘

_* In. the midft of this war of tbe .
..Bmverﬁtxes and. the . parliaments . a-
L aien gainfk -
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gainft the Jefuits, the affaflination of
Henry IV. by John Chatel, afcholar
of thofe fathers, was, as it were, the
fignal 'f a new ftorm aguinft them,
and made that thunder burft which .
had lang rolled over' their heads.
‘The Jefuit Guignard, being convi®t«
¢d of Kaving compofed, in the - time
of the League, writings favourable to
regicide, and' of having kept them
after the amnefty, perithed ‘by the
Jaft torture; dnd the parliaments
which long fince faw with an evil
‘eye thofe ufurpers, and who fought
only a favourable occafion to get rid
‘of them, banifthed them the king-
«dom, as *.a deteftable and diaboli-
“ cal foc:ety, the corrupters of youth,
*¢ and ‘enemies of the king and of the
** ftate :” thefe were thc words of, the
arpét. x s

n
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It is uohappily tao dertdin (and -

the hiftery of thofe ‘dveadful times
fuirnithes melaneholy proofs of  it)
that the maxims which they ree

proiched Guignard ‘and .the Jefits

with,. refpecting the musder of kibgs,

svere at that time tholkof dll' the’
other religious. orders, :apd of almébft

el the ecclefieftics.. -Henry II1. had
becn aflaflinated by & finatic of the

atder bf] Jacabins; their prior Bour-

goin hdd Juﬁ, beanbroke: upon shé
wheel . fér that dofrine; -a Carthu-

fian, nanxed Quin, had-attempted the
life of Rensy.1V. 'This abomindble
dotine’ was: that of the chiefs of

the-Léagne, among whom were reck-
«enad pricfts and bifhaps ; it was alfo,
if we may véstore to fay it, that -of
a great part of the mation, whom
* fanaticifm had rendered weak and
furious.
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- furious. ~The erime, of the foc;ety ,
" was then that of many others! But
the rancour of the court of Romé
agam& Heaty. Iv. ‘the partlcular pro-
feflion. which the Jeﬁnts made” of

‘ devotion.: to that. ambitious’ court 3

laflly, the conﬁdencc whzqh tbc kmg‘
had. thewn. towards. them, i per-
mitting them to inftru& youth aall
thefe motives, firengthened bythe joft
hat;ed which their, ambition had ex~
cutg,d madc thc.m deemcd wu;h:eafon'. '
fomuch-the more dangcrous and more
criminal, - Never have .the Jacobms
been.reproached with a Bourgoin and
Clement, aflaffins.of. theis fratermty,
as the Jefuits have been rcproached
with their {cholar Chatel; and Guig-
nard their fellow : the reafon is; that
-the Jacohins .are little dreaded, and

-
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that the Jefuits were both fcared an_&

odious.

In this their almoft general dif~
after, two parliaments had fpared
them, thofe of Bourdeaux and Tou-
loufe: moreover, in banithifg them
the reft of the kingdom, they-had
neither aliepated nor confifcated their
effe@s; the magiftrates who had pro-
fcribed them, had committed that
great miftake; thofe fathers, who
had ftill 4 corner in France to take
fhelter in, made ufe of the little
breath which' remained to them, in
preparing for their refurre@ion s
they joined to their intrigues, “with-
in the kingdom, the fupport of fex
.veral fovereigns, and efpecially of
the court of Rome; which Henry Iv.
feared to difpleafe; and in fpite of

¢he juft remonftrances of the parlia-

ments,

A et et it e~ gy 1 s . e gt

— N
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ments, théy obtained their return a
few years after they had been baw
fithed. . Henry IV. did much more
for them ; whether it was that they
.had found means to render them=
{¢lves agreeable to that. prince, or
that he hoped to find in them morg
facilityin reconciling with his amours
the new religion which he profeffeds
or whether, laftly, which is moft
probable, that great and unfortunate
king, having been o often affaffina~
ted, and being ftill in danger of it,
feared and wanted to thew refpe&
for thefe foxes who were accufed of
having tigers at their command, he
gave them in Prance confiderable.
eftablithments ; among others the
magnificent college of. la Fléche,.
whither he was defirous that his
heart -thould be carried after his

C ‘ deathy
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death; laftly, as if to iniereﬁ'them
more particularly in his prefervation,
notwithftanding the reports which
prevailed againft them,  he took a
Jefuit for confeflor. It is pretended
that he a&ed thus, in order to have,
in his very court and about his per-
fon, an hoftage who fhould be an-
fwerable to him for that fufpeGed
and dangerous fociety : it is added,

that the Jefuits had been recalled on.

the very condition of giving this
* hoftage : if the thing be true, it muit
be confefled that they were able, like
dexterous men, to make fubfervient
to their grandeur a law humiliating
- in itfelf, and to avail themfelves fkil~
fully, for the augmentation of their
credit, of the diftruft and dread
which they had infpired.

~ Louis
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Louis XIII. who reigned after
Henry IV. or rather cardinal Rich-
licu, who reigned under bhis name,
continued fo favour the Jefuits : he
thought their zeal and their regular
condué would ferve at once as an ex~
.ample and curb to the clergy ; and
that the permiffion of teaching,which
had been granted them, and of which
they acquitted themfelves with fuc-
cefs, would be to the umvcrﬁucs an
obje& of emulation.

This great ‘minifter was not de-
ceived. It cannot be denied that
the -Jefuits, and efpecially thofe of
France, have produced a gtreat num-
ber of ufeful works for facilitating
to young people the ftudy of letters ;
works, by which the univerfities
themfelves have profited, fo as to
produce, in their turn, fimilas

‘ Cz2 ~ works,
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works, and perhaps better ftill : the
ore and the other are known; and
the impartial public has given them
the favourable reception they me-
rited. '

Let us add (for we muft be juft),
that no religious fociety, without X~
ception, can boaft fo great a num‘ber_
of men famous in the {ciences and in-
letters. The Mendicants, even at the.
time of their greateft luftre, were but’
{choolmen, the Benedi&ins only com-
pilers, the other monks mere block-
heads *. The Jefuits exercifed them-
_felves with fuccefs in “every kind,
eloquence, hiftory, antiquities, geo-
metry, literature both. profound and
agreeable : there is hardly any clafs
of writers in which they count not

men.

'® We fpeak here in general; for it is agreed
that there have been, and are ﬁu.ll m the other
orders, fome men of ment.
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‘men of the firft merit : they have
~ even had good French ‘writers; an
advantage of which no other order
can boaft; for this reafon, that in.
order to write well in one’s own.
Tanguage, it is neceffary to keep com-
‘pany with people of fathion, and that
the Jefuits, by the nature of their
functions, have been more difperfed
.throughout the world than. others.
" It is affured that the late cardinal
Paffionei, who detefted thefe fathers,
(for which he might have good rea-
fons) pufhed his hatred againft them.
fo far, as fiot to admit into his fine
.and numerous library any writer of
the fociety. I regret this, for the-
fake both of the library and of the
"mafter; the one‘loft 3 number of
good books by it; 5 and the other, fo
-philofophical, as, 'we are affured, in.

C 3. ‘other
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other refpets, was not at all fo on
‘this occafion. If any thing can con-
fole the Jefuits, it is that the fame
“cardinal, fo {worn an enemy of all
" their works, had the misfortune to
countenance and extol the rhapfodies’
of that fame Abraham Chaumeix,
“whofe very name now is become ridi-
culous, and who is at prefent turned

.~ “down to his proper place, after having
been quoted and celebrated as a kind
of father of the church *. )

The fociety owes to the form of
its inftitution (fo decried in other re-
-fpe&s) this variety of talents which

. diftin-

* We know feom a very refpe&table and very fure
Jband, that this father of the church .was fome
months finke at Peterfbourg, where he wrote, for
‘bread, panegyricks on a great princefs, who pays
to his eulogies the fame regard as to his writings,
Nothing more was wanting to the difgrace of
thofe who fet him to work, but to leave him, as

they do, in wan’, and obliged to go to beg ab-
je&ly, at fix hundred leagues, his fubfiftence:
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diftinguith it. They reje@ no fort
of abilities, and require no other
condition, in order to be admitted
among its members, but.a capacity
of being ufeful. Toengage our liber-
ty, we muft pay every where, even
-among the Mendicants. The Jefuits
know nothing of this paltry intereft ;
:they receive with pleafure and gratui-
.toufly every perfon from whom they
‘hopg to draw any good ; nobody is
‘ufelefs among them ; of thofe from
-whomtheyexpe&theleaft, they make,
according to their own exprefiion,
-miffionaries for the villages, or martyrs
‘for the Indies. They have not even
difdained very great perfonages, little
worthy of the titles which they bore

" when they made themfelves Jefuits,.

as a_Charles of Lorrain, and feveral
others: their names have ferved: at

Cs leaft:
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leaft as a decoration to the order, i€
they were good for nothing elfe s
we may call them the onoraries of
the fociety. . ’
Two other reafons feem 'to have

contributed'te give the Jefuits, above
* all the other orders, .the advantage of .
agreater number of men eftimable for
their talents and their works: the
firft is the duration of their noviciate,
and the Jaw which permits the . not
to bind themfelves by the laft vows-
.before the age of thirty-three. The
. fuperiours havethe more time to know
their fubjes, to judge of them, and
to dire@ them towards the objeét far
which they are moft proper: . thefe
Jfubjects moreover, - being engaged at
a mature age, after a_long proba-~
tion, and all the time neceffary for

reflexion, are lefs expofed to difguft
. and
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‘and to repentance, more attached tor
-the fociety, and more difpofed to
.employ. their talents for its glory,.
-and for their own, which comes only:
-afterward.
. KX fecond reafon of the fuperloruy
' . of the Jefuits cver the other orders,,
' in refpect to the friences.and know-
kedge, is, that they have fufficient time
for rcﬁgning themfelves up-to ftudy,.
enjoying in this point as much liber--
ty as can poflibly be enjoyed. in a:
regular community, naot ‘being fub--
jected, as the other orders are, to the
minute praices of devoticn, and to:
offices which abforb the greateft part:
.of thie day. If it were not. known.
that: hatred makes. arms- of: every.
thing,. we thould have fome difficul- .
_ ty to.believe, that.during their great:
and fatal law-fuit, it was gravely ob~-
. Cs o jettedi



¢ 3¢4)

je&ed to-them as a crime, in fonie of
the Janfenift pamphlets, that they.did
not affemble together fo often as
-other monks, to fay, in common, ma-
tins and prayers;- as if a religious fa-
ciety (¢he firft- duty of which is to
be ufeful) had nothing better to do
_ than to chant over heavily bad Latin
-feveral hours in the day, It will be
- faid perhaps, that religious ordess are
.inftituted only for prayer: be it fo;
but in that cafe: let. the religious fhut
.themfelves up in their. houfes, in or-
der to pray there quite at' their eafe,
and let them be hindered from med-

dling in any thing elfe..
This. fuppreflion. of psaying and
-ehanting, among the. Jefuits, before
it became a fubje& of reproach
-againft them, had begn matter of
-pleafiintry, agreeably to the g«:niz:;ﬂ
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of our nation : ¢ The Jefuits,” faid’
they, « cannot fing, for birds of prey
- ¢ never do: they are,” iaid they
again, ¢ a fet of folk: who get .
“up at four in the morning, in.
“ order to repeat together the:
«¢ litanies at ecight in the evening.”’
The Jefuits had “the good fenfe to-
laugh ‘the firft at thefe French.
- witticifms, and to make no change:
-in their maaner of living; they:
thought it more ferviceable and more
honourable to them; to have Petaus
and Bourdaloues, than tl‘lﬂCl‘S and.
chanters. .

It muft be confefled neverthelefs,.
_-that in the fciences and the arts, two»
kinds havesbeen but feebly cultivated.
by the Jefuits : thefe-are French po--
- etry and philofophy. The - beft of-
- their French poets is beneath -medi- -
G 6- OCrity 33
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~ecrity ;. yet French poetry requires,
in order to excel in it, a delicacy of
feeling and tafte, which cannot be
acquired but by frequenting the.world
_ much more than a religious.ought to-
" permit himfelf to do. This fchoel of .
urbanity and delicacy is perhaps the
only thing that was wanting to the
~ Jefuit Le Moine to make him =z
poct of the firft rank; for that Je-
fuit, according to the judgement
given of him by one of our greateft”
. mafters, had, in other refpedts, an
imagination that was prodigious *.
"1f it be afked why the Jefuits have
~not had French poets, we mauft
afk. why the univerfities have not
had more of them, and why fo-
many modern Latin poets, takén
through--

* M. de Voltaire, in his excellent catalogue of:
Yhe writers of the age of Louis. XIV..
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throughout the f{everal communi-
_ties, and throughout- all-conditions,.
have not been able tor fucceed in
making two tolcrablc F rench lines:
- in vesfe.
-Philofophy (I mean. the' true; for
_fchool-leasning is mething: but the
dregs-and refafe of it) has not fhone
with grewter luftre ampng the Jefuits ;:
but has it been more brilliant among-
_the other-ardess ? It is almoft impof-
~ fible that a member of any commu-~
" nity {hould beceme a great philofo-
pher : the fpirit of a fociety, of a
_monaftick fociety in particular, and
" more perhaps than any -other, the
. domincering fpirit -of the Jefuits,.
that of a fervile devotion to their
_fuperiors, are fo'many fetters to rea-
_fon, repugnant to that freedom of
-thinking which isfo neceffary to phi- |

lofophy.
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“lofophy. Malebrancheisthe onfy pr-
-Jofopherof exmncnccthat ever belong-
edtoa rcgular congrcganon . but that
- congregation was compofed of free-

men ; and, befides, Malebranche is.
perhiaps lefs a great philofopher, than-

-an excellent philofophic writer.

If any order (by the by) could have -
“hoped to difpute with the Jefuits the-
* * pre-eminence in the fciences and in
- literature, and® perhaps to have borne .

-away the palm from them; it-is this
congregation of the Oratory, of which
Malebranche ‘was amoft diftinguith-

ed member. The freedom enjoyed.

there, without being ever hampered
by vows; the permiffion of think-
ing differently from their fuperiors,
and of employing their talents ac~
_cording to their own pleafure, this

. was what furnifhied the congregation .
of.
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-of the Oratory.with.excellent preachr~

ers, profound fcholars, men illuftri-
-ous in.‘every way. Accordingly the
Jefuits were:very fenfible. what. they
had to fear. from fuch rivals. They
perfecuted them ; and the members
~.of the Oratory had the folly to ex-
pofe a weak fide to them by be-
coming Janfenifts #. By this means
they furnithed. a pretext to the at-
tacks of their enemies, and have had
the grief to fee the decay of their
congregation brought about by their
own fault. They have. indeed juft
now colle@ed a few tattered remains
from: the plunder of the .Jefuits;
but thefe remains will hardly ever
be able to replace  what they have
-~ loft.  We ought, befides, to do

them

» They were very far from this in 16 .. .. when
they forbid all the fubjefts of the congregation ,
from teaching Janfemfm and Cartefianifm.,
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shem the joftice to own, ‘that tliey
-eflifiod not any cagernefs to-profit
‘by thé ruin of their adverfaries: the:
-fociety in its misfortune expericnoed,.
on the past of the Oratory, a mode-
ration: of which they had never given.
- them the example. But be this mo--

-deratidn counterfeit or fingere, it is:
- Sifficuls to. perfuade onme 's-felf that:
the ‘Oratory will ever recover with.
Joftre the blows which have beeh.

‘given it by the Jefuits ¢ ‘the varnith. -

of Janfenifm with which it is ftill
ftained, and which renders it at leaft
fufpe@ed by the greater part of the
bithops, the almoft general pre--
judice of the public, and of the
greater . part of the magiftrates,.

againft all communities, of whatever:

kind they be, and, above all, the
phxlofophxc fpirit which makes every:

day
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 day great progrefs, feems to forebode

the end of this,. and of other fra-~

ternities.

If the culture of the fcxences and
of letters has contributed to render
the fociety commendable, *and in-

trigue to make it powerful, another
.circumftance has not a- little ferved '
‘torender it formidable to its enemies:

andthat istheunion of all its membess
for the good - of the common caufe.

Inother focieties, the interefts and re-
_ciprocal hatred of individuals almoft

always hurt the good of the corps;

.but among the Jefuits it is quite

otherwife. Not that in this focrety
the individuals love each other better

, than elfewhere; perhaps they even

hate one another more, being by their

. very conftitutions {pies and informers,

frora their birth, upon each other : yst
: ~ attack
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attack a fingle perfon among them,
‘you are fure of having the whole fo-
ciety for your enemy. Thus hereto-
fore the Sénate and Roman people,
. often divided among themfelves by .
‘inteftin diffenfions, united at the bare
name of the Carthaginians or of Mi-
thridates. ‘There is not a Jefuit who
may not fay, like the wicked fpirit
in fcripture, ¢ My name is-Legion.”
‘Never did republican love his coun-
try_as every Jefuit loves his fociety :
the very loweft of its members in-
terefts himfelf in its glory, of which
he thinks fome rays refle& upon him-
felf: there'is not (if I may prefume
- to fay fo) even to their brother the
apothecary, or the cook, one among
them who is not proud and jealous
of it. They are all at onee put in
alion by - this fingle fpring, which
: one
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ene man dire@s at his pleafure;
and it is not without reafon that they
have been defined ¢ a naked fword,
‘ the hilt of which is at Rome.”
The love which they have for their
fociety, fubfifts even in almoft all
thofe who have left it: whether
it be a real attachment founded °
upon gratitude, or a policy founded
on intereft or on fear, there is hardly
an ex-Jefuit who preferves -not his
connexions with his old brethren; -
and who, even tho’ he has reafon
to complain of them, does not thew
himfelf attached to their interefts,
and ready to defend them againft
.their enemies. For the reft, this
.attachment of the Jefuits to their
., {fociety, can be nothing but the ef-
fe& of that pride which it infpires
.them with, and.not at all of the ad-
' vantages -
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wantages which it procures for each
of its members. - Independently of
the little confidence and real friend-
‘fhip which they have one for the other,,
'and the fevere life which they lead.
within their houfes, individuals, what-
‘ever merit they may have, are not at
all confidered in the corps, but'in pro-
portion to the talent which they have
for intrigue : modeft merit, or fuch as.
is confined to the labour of the clofet,
18 there unknown, little confidered,.
fometimes perfecuted, if unfortunate-
1y the prefling intereft of the fociety-
. «demand it. We have feen in thefe
~ fate times the fathers Brumoi and’
‘Bougeant, the laft of the Jefuits.
‘who had any true and folid merit,
die’ of chagrin under the weight
‘of the perfecutions which their fra-
tcrmty were obliged to make them

{uffer :
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fuffer: thefe two men, who were '
“-greater philofophers, and ‘more en- -

lightened, than their ftate in lif&_
feemed to permit, were facrificed by
the fociety to the clameurs whick
they had excited; the one by ape
proving a work, in which .the re~
gent of the kingdem (who had been
-dead about twenty years before) was _

. indireQly attacked ; the other, bya

philofophical joke on * the.langudge
«¢ of beafts,” for which they obliged
. him to make reparation, by con-
fining him to the college of la Fléchey
and charging him with the making
of a catechifm, which’brought him
down to the grave, overwhelmed
with difguft and vexation. A hun-
«dred -years before, Petau, the famous,
Petau, had like to have experienced
4 fate very nearly fimilar, for having

,prqtcnglccli; .

-~

-
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pretended, that before the council of
Nice thechurch was not fully deter-
.mined on the divinity of the word *.
He died in the college of the Jefuits
at Paris, abandoned and in want of
every thing. It feems as if the de-
vice of ‘the fociety had been that of
the ancient Romans; Sehus populi
Juprema lex efto +. )

To all thefe means of augmenting
thelr confideration and their credit,
they join another no lefs efficacious : -
this is the regularity of their condu®
and manners. - Their difcipline on
this point is as fevere as it is prodent ;
and whatever calumny may have.
publifhed ‘concerning it, it muft be
confefled, thdt no religious order °
gives lefs handle in this refpect. -

Even
* See Bayle’s ditionary under thc word Petau.

. §ee alfo the Longueruana, Part I.
1‘ The fafety of the people is the fnyreme law.
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Even thofe among them who have
taught ‘the moft monftrous do&rine,
who have written on the moft ob-
fcene fubjeds, have led the moft
edifying and the moft exemplary
lives. It was at the feet of the cru-
, cifix that the pious Sanchez wrote his’
abominable and difgufting work 3.
and it has been faid, in particular, of
Efcobar, equally known by the au-
fterity of his manners, and the loofe-
nefs .of his dotrines, that he pur-
chafed heaven very dear for himfelf,.
but beftowed it at an ealy fate upon
others.

We have feen what fuccefs the Je-
fuits had the art to procure themfelves
at the court of France: their pro«’
grefs was nearly the fame in almoft
all the other courts: at the begin-
ning of the prefent century there was

not
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ot in Eutope a catholic' prince, of -
whefe confcience they were notthe di~
ce&ors, and from whom they had not -
obtained the moft fignal favours; in alt
parts their ehemies raged, and in all
parts they miade a jeft of their enemies.

Ttiey confined not their ambition
to Europe ;- pcrpetual}y full of the'
pmJe& of governing, and of govern~’
ing by religion, they fent to the
Indies, and to China, miffionaries, °
who carried thither chriftianity for’
the people, and the profane fciences for
. the princes, for the grandees, and
for the more enlightened perfons,
whom by thefe means théy might
render favourable to them. '

Let us. ﬁop here a. moment, and _
examine more particularly, by what'
" kind of learning and do@rine the
Jefuits were able to make fuch
3 - great

4
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gmat progrefs among the Chriftians,
and among thofe who were not fo.

. The religion which we profefs
tucns upon two points; .its tenets
-and its morality.. Among its tencts
are the Trinity, the Rcdemptxon,
the Real Prefence, &c. which, in ap-
pearing to confound the human un-
derftanding, prefent to its _belief
only truths that are fpcculatwe in
themfelves: thefe forts of truths,
how obfcure foever they feem to rea-
fon. and how much fubmiffion fo-
ever: thcy require ‘from it," are not
thofe which meet with the moft op--
poﬁtxon from the multitude: natus
rally inclined to the marvellous, they -
are difpofed to adopt blindly the moft
abfurd errors in this kind, and much
more the truths which are only in-

comprchenﬁble, provided they op-
' D

pofe
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pofe not their inclinations. . The Je+
{uits therefore preached thofe fruths
in all their -exa@nefs; they knew
well that they rifked not much. But
there are other tenets, as ‘thofe of
Predeftination and of Graee, which
border on praéhcal religion, - and
which, preached in all their rigour
to minds that are-unprepdted; woald
be little adapted to mdke profelytes.
We muft take great care, faid the
wife and pious Fleury, not to propofe
at once to infidels: thoft ' articles
of our belief, which might fhock
~ them too much.’ Suppofe 2 mif-
fionary fhould come and fay ab-
ruptly to favages, ¢ My children, F
« make known to you a God, whom
¢ you cannot ferve worthily, without
¢ his fpecial grace, which he has re«

. #¢ folvcd from all eternity to give, or
€< w

'
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*¢ fo refufe you.” ¢ Very well,” the:
favages would fay to him, ¢ we will
¢ wait for that grace, and till it come
“we will remain in our prefent
<« faith.” What fuccefs would the
Jefuits have had, had they procéeded-
in this mannér? Let us {uppofe that’
* a Janfenift had been in their place, to
preach his incomprehenfible dotrine’
{which he calls neverthelefs modeft~
ly the do&rine of St. Auguftin and
St. Paul) he would foon have been
¢ither abandoned as a madman, or’
driven away by the people with
ftones. The Jefiits conducted them-~
felvés much more dexteroufly; they’
proved, according to the faying of
their enemies, the truth of that maxim
of feripture, that the children of
darknefs a& with more prudence in
their affairs than the children of.

D2 light :
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light: they preached to the peo-
ple they wanted to convert that
Pelagianifm of which they make
profeffion, and which is much more
accommodated to the weaknefs and
vanity of human nature; but they
not only preached in a manner better
{uited to humanity than the Janfenifts
would have done; they preached alfo
more, artfully than would Pelagius
himfelf. The herefy of . that monk
did not meet with the fuccefs it might
have had, becaufe it ftuck half way.
Pelagius, while he reftored to free-
dom her rights, impofed on her fe-
vere ties, by the morality which he
recommended to pra&tice : this mo-
rality was that of the Chriftian reli-
gion in all its aufterity, the renouri-
cing of one’s-felf, a penitence the
noft rigorous, and an eternal war-

fare
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fare agamﬂ: the paffions. The Jeluits

_perceived that thefe painful duties

were not made for the common run
of mankind, and it was the mul-
titude they wanted to attract to
them. After having foftened what

the doétrines of Predeftination and

Grace have tco harth in appearance,
they did the fame with what the tics
impofed by Chriftianity have too dif-
ficalt. Great perfonages, for the
moft part, are, by the fault of their
education, ' fuperftitious, ignorant,
and given up to their paffions. The
Jefuits permitted them to have mif-
trefles, provided they difplayed a zeal"
for religion, and an attachment to its
outward forms, which are no more
than a kind of amufement when the
paffions are fatisfied, and which ferve
befides, to confciences that are but il

D3 enlight-

L
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‘enlightened, by way of 3 quieter, or,
if you. will, a palliative in their
hours of remorfe. They fellowed
prétty nearly the fame plan with re-
gard to all thofe whom they direQed,
and fucceeded in making, by thefe
mmeans, a great'number of partifans.
The Jefuitical f{pirit, in the manner
of teaching religion, is pretty well
defcribed in the definition which the
Abbé Boileau gavc of thefe fathers :
¢ They are (faid hc) a ‘peaple wha
¢ lengthen the creed, and fhorten
¢ the decalogue.”
I cannot help remarking, on this
accafion, one ﬁngu]a’r contradi&ion
of the human mind in matters of
religion. The Janfenifts are at once
what it feems impoffible to bg: gt the
“fame time, Predeftinarians in opi-
" nion, and Rxgouﬁs in morality:
‘ they
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they fay to man, ““ You have greag

&« dunes to fulﬁll but you can do
“ glothmg of yourfelf and whatever
< you do, what humap virtues foever
“¢ you practife, every one of your ac- .
« tlonswm be A NEW CRIME ; atleaft
“ unlefs God fantify you by his
« ‘“ grace, which you will not obtain
“ if, -you-are not predeftined to it
“ gratultquﬂy, .and before the fore-
“ knowledge of your merits.” It
maft be confefled, that this dorine
is mild, adapted to confolation, and
above all confiftent! but in thefe
{orts of matters, “the ‘bufinefs is not
to be confiftent and reafonable ;
it-is the temper of the perfon wh0<
dogmatifes, and not logic, that dic-
tates_to him what he is to preach..
The Jmfcmﬁ unpltymg in his na-
ture, is equally fo, both in his doc-.
P4 trines.
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trines and in the morality which’ flc
teaches; he is little embarraffed tha_g
the one is contrary to the other: the
nature of the God that he preaches
(and who, happily for us, is only his
own) is to be harth as himfelf,  both
in what he would have us do; and
in what he wills that we fhould be-
liecve.  'What would be thought- of
2 monarch, who fhould fay, to onc -

of his {ubjeds, ¢ You have irons on
“ your legs, and you have noft the
®< power to take them off; how-
* ever Iynow inform you, that if you
« walk not prefently, both for a
“long time, and very upnght, on .
¢« the brink of the precipice on which
¢ you now ftand, you fhall be con-

“ demned to ctcmal  punithment * fiad
: Such

* The reader, perhaps, will not-be Jifpleafed

to fee what-a phxlofophcr of much wit, and ful}:_
0
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Such is the God of the Janfenifts ;
fuch is their theology in its original
and - primitive ‘purity. Pelagius, in’
his error, was more reafonable. - He
faid” to' man, ¢“ You can do‘ every
< thing ; but you have a great.deal
¢¢ to- do.” -- This dotrine was' lefs
thocking to reafon; but, however;
very  incommodious and irkfome.
‘The Jefuits have, if we may fay fo,
-~ Dy . beat

of contempt befides for all theological quarrels,”
thought of this charming do&rine. ~ ¢¢ Can it be
o goﬂible to give to the word frredom a meaning
¢ fo forced as that which the Janfenifts give it-#
¢¢ We are now, according to them, like a ball on:
¢t 3 billiard-table, indifferent whether it move to
¢¢ the right or to the left; but at the very timg
«¢ that it moves to the right, it.is maintained to
s¢ be flill indifferent as to its moving to that fide; -
¢¢ for this.reafon, that it might have been driven to*
¢ the Ieft, Such is what they have the prefump-
¢ tion to call in us freedom ; a freedom purely paf-
¢¢ five, which fignifies only the different ufe which.
¢t the Creator may make of our wills, and not’
¢ the ufe which wa cap make of. them gqurfelves
¢ without his help, What fantattic and fallacious
¢t language:}”’ Lertre de er. de la Matte, ¢ Mr. de
Fenelon.
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beat down Pelagius’s price: they
have faid to Chriftians, “ You can
¢t do every thing, and God requires.
“ but little of you.” This is the.

way in which we muft (peak to car=

nal people; and efpecially to the.
great of the age, whenever we would.
have them liften to us.

Thefe are not the only cautions;”
which they have taken; for they
have thought of every thing. They
‘have had (indeed in fmall number) fe-
vere cafuifts and dire@ors ; compared

“with the fmall number of thofe, who
thro’ temper or ﬁ:ruple wanted to im~
pofe, in all its rigour, the yoke of the

- gofpel. By this means, making them-
felves, to ufe the expreffion, * allto

-¢¢ all,” accarding to a faying of fcrip-
ture (the fenfe of which indeed they

‘wrelted a little) on one fide they

3 procured:

|
«
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peocured. to themfelves friends of”
gvery kind ; and on the other they
refyted, or thought they refuted, be-
fore-hand, the objeion which might.
~ be made to them, of teaching univer-
fally loafenefs of morals, and of having-
‘made- it the uniform do@rine of their
i {oqcty,_ This kind of completc af~.
f{ortment, defigned to fatisfy all taftes,.
is pretty well defcribed in the follow-
ing w,el‘l‘-kri‘own,linqs of Defpréaux.:.

§1 Bourdaloue un peuifevére

Noue dit, craignes khvolupt.é,

Efcpb N lui- dl{‘o}‘a men_pére, . ‘
N,ous la pem?et pcur la fanté.. ’

- It muﬂ*alﬁ), bﬁ eb(cmed. that moﬁ_
. of thofe Jefuits, whe were o fevera
. inthejt writings, or in their fermons, .
witse lefs {o. towards their peni-.
.tents. Ithdsbeen faid of Bourdaloue:

hunfclf, thas if harequiced.too- much,
-, Da o ioa
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in the pulpit, he abated it ‘in the
confeffional chair: a new firoke of
policy, well underftood on the part
of the Jefuits, in as much as fpecu-
lative feverity fuits perfons of rigid
morals, and practical condefcenfion
attracts the multitude.

In Chim they employed fhll’
other methods: they. rendered light
to the people the yoke which they
came to impofe on them, by per-
mitting them to mingle with the
pra&ical duties of Chriftianity, fome
ceremonies of the religion of the
country ; -to .which the multitude,.
every where fuperftitions and tumul~
tuous, was too firmly attached.

This phlkfophy, fo purely hu-
man, which fees in the zeal of the
Jefuits, and . of. many others, to go .
and preach religion at the extreini=
‘- : : - ties
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 ties of the earth,” “nothing more than.
a means which they make ufe of for’
becoming of confequence and pow-:
erful, regards, as the moft dexter- .
ous.of their miffionariesy thofe wha
Know how beft to arrive at that end.
We muft not then be aﬁomfhed if
the fociety is a little furprifed at the
- number of invetives and clamotirs,
of Wthh thefe fathcrs have been the’
obje@, onr account of the Chinefe-
-faperftitions which they permitted to .
their new converts. In that, as well'
as'in the reft of their condu®, to the
very time of theit deftruétion, they
have proved, we repeat it, that thcy’
knew mankind better than their ad-,
verfaries did: they perceived that they
wete not.to fﬁ%htcn or- dxfguﬁ their’
' mew converts; by ‘probibiting them
& few-natiomal pra&ices which were’
- T o dear

-
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dear to them, and which they ftill
have it in their power to inter-
pret as they pleafe. Pope Gregory,.
who is called the Great, and who
was certainly a man of good fenfe,
_feems, if we may believe the Jefuits, -
to have fet them, in that refped,.
- ‘the example: they have, at leaft,
pretended to the authority of it.
Auguftin the monk, whom this
pope had fent into England, to.
convert the people who were yet
barharous, confulted him on fome:
remains of ceremonies, partly civi--
lized, partly Pagan, which the new.
converts were unwilling to renounce:
he demanded of Gregory, whether.
. he rmght permit them thofe- cere~
monies, ¢ There is no taking away,”
replied that pope, ‘ from rugged.
« minds, all their hablts at once:
: (13 we‘_



(63)

¢« we-afcend not a fteep rock by leap-
¢ ing on it, but by clambering up
<« ftep by flep.” We fee here the
principle on which the Jefuits preo-
tend to have condu&ed themfelves
in Chipa. They were perfuaded,
that without this condefcenfion, the
religion which they preached would
pot have been even heard there. I
have no doubt, but artful as they
are, (or rather as they were) they
have ftill further palliated and miti-
gated matters with refpe& to other
points ; and it cannot be denied,
that they have done well, relatively.
to their own views;- fince, after all, it
was neither God nor Chriftianity
that they wanted to reign there; it
was the {ociety under thofe refpec-
table names.

Further~
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- Furthiermore, néithier the feverd
miorality of rel:glon, nor the do@rines
of grace which they were accufed-of
mifreprefenting, are deliveredin fo ex~
elufive 2 manner in fcnpture, as that

we do not meet there alfo with feveral °

paffages favourable to the moft mo-

derate opintons: and we may eafily -
believe, that the Jefuits availed them-~. -

felves of thofe paffages, after the éx-
ample of fo ‘many fe@&s which have

found in theBible, and in the fathers, :

matter to fupport their  opinions,
while their adverfaries found there
in like manner wheréwith to combat

them.” The feriptures arg, if I may -
ufe the expreffion, common arfenals,.
to which every one goes, in order to '

arm himfelf from head to foot, and

juft as he pleafes. Accordingly it
is not without reafon that the catho-

lic




(65)

i church has decided, that it be-
Tonged to her alone to give to infidels
the true fenfe of the fcriptures, and of
the fathers:'a truth from which we
cannot deviaté, without expoﬁng our-
felves to a dangerous Pyrrhonifin in
matter of doctrine.

What is very ﬁngula;', and muft

appear more ftrange fill to-the pro-
felytes, whom they went to make at
five thoufand leagues diftance from
our continent of . Europe, is, that
while the Jefuits preached Chriftia~
nity after their manner, other mif-
fionaries, their enemies, monks and
feculars, preached it quite differently
to the fame peoplc, arning them,
at the fame time, under pam of dam-
nation, not to' believe in the cate-
chifm of the Jefuits. We may judge
of the effe@t which thefe contefts

would
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would produce. ¢ Indeed, gentle
“ men,” faid the emperor of Ching
to them, * you take a great deal of
- * trouble in coming fo far to preach .
‘¢ to us contradiCtory opinions, con-.
« cerning which you are ready to cut
¢ one another’s throats.” After hav-
ing made them this reprefentation,
he left them to preach as long as
they would, perfuaded that fuch
apoftles could not have any great
fuccefs. He availed himfelf befides,
for the good of his country, of the
refidence of the Jefuits, who talked -
much more at court of aftronomy
and natural philofophy, than of the
Trinity and religion, and who fuc-
ceeded at laft in rendering the other
miffionaries either {ufpected or con~
temptible. .

' It
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It is not that they were not very
ready to expofe: themfelves to the
greateft dangers, and even to death,
Jor the fake of that religion which
they burlefqued in their manner of
preaching it, and which ferved only
. as an inftrument to their ambition.
‘When the emperor of Japan judged
it proper (for reafons which appeared
to him indifpenfible) to exterminate
Chriftianity from his territories, the
Jefuits had there their martyrs as well
as others, and even in greater num-
bers. 'The reader will not be fur-
prifed at it, when he knows what
was told me by a perfon extreme-
ly worthy of credit. He was parti-
cularly acquainted with a Jefuit, who
had been employed twenty years in
the miffions of Canada; and who,
whl.le he did not believe a God, as.-
he
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“he owned privately to this friend,
had faced death twenty times for the
fake of the religion which he preach-
ed with fuccefs to the favages. This
friend reprefented to the Jefuit the
inconfiftency of his zeal : *“ Ah!” re-
plied the miffionary, ¢ you have no
¢ tdea of the pleafure which is felt
“ in commanding the attention of
¢ twenty thoufand people, and in
« perfuading them to what we be-

¢¢ lieve not ourfelves.”
~ Such is the fpirit of the method

.which the Jefuits have followed, for

teaching with fuccefs -to mankind
what they called religion and Chrif=
tian morality. Such was the mode-

rate do&rine which they preached at”

the court of Louis XIV. and- by
means of which they fucceeded in
rcndermg themfelves fo agreeable.

Accord-
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Accordingly. it was principa]ly.under
the reign of that. prince that the
power, the credit, and opulence of
the Jefuits received in: France fuch
prodlgtous aggrandxzements it was
_under this reign that they fucceeded
in rendering the clergy dependent on
them (we may even fay their flaves)
by the difpofal of benefices, with
which the fathers la Chaize and le
T ellier, the king’s confeﬁ'ors, were
fucceflively entrufted : it was in this
reign that they fucceeded, in con-

fcqucnce of the .need which,the

bithops ftood in of them, in extort-
ing, even while they braved them,
their confidence, or the appearance
of their confidence, and jn obtain-
ing the dire&ion of feveral femina-
ries; in which the youth, deftined
to the church, were brought up in

their

N
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their do&rines, and in the hatred of
their enemies: it was under this
reign that they fucceeded, by decry-

ing or vilifying the other orders and

the fecular ecclefiafticks, in invading

a great number of colleges, or at leaft

in obtaining permiffion for eftablith-
ing new ones it was under this reign

that they fucceeded fo far, through

the confidence and confideration

which Louis XIV. gave thém, as to

draw all the court to their college of .
Clermont. We remember ftill the |
mark of flattery which they beftowed

on that monarch, by divefting that
college of the name which it bore of

the Soczety of Fe /iu, in order to call
it the college of Louis the Great ;

~ and nobody is ignorant of the Latin

diftich ‘which was made on that oc-

cafion, and in which the fociety was
reproached

e .
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reproached ¢ with acknowledging

“ no other God but the king.” Thus

they reprefented them at onée as ido-
laters of defpoti{m, in order t6 ren-
der them vile, and as pteachers of
regicide; in order to render them
odious : thefe twa accufations might
appear a little contradiGtory, but the
bufinefs was not to fpeak the exadt
teath ; it was to fay of the Jefuits as
much ill as poffible.

Laftly, what completed the power
and glory of the fociety was, that
under Louis XIV. the Jefits fuc-
ceeded in deftroying, or at leaft in
opprefling in France the Proteftants
and the Janfenifts, their etérnal ene«
mies; the Proteftants; by contribu-
ting to the revocation of the edic of
Wantes, that fource of depopulation
and of evils to this kingdom; the

Janfenifts,

IR 4
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Janfenifts, by depriving them of the
ecclefiaftical dignities, by arming the
bithops againft them, by forcing them
to go and preach, and write in foreign
countries, where even thefe unfortu-
nate people ftill found petfecution :

Under this very reign in which
the Jefuits were fo powerful, and fo
formidable,  the moft terrible firokes

were given them, more terrible-pers .,
haps than any they had felt till that

‘time. The pleadings of Pafquier

and. Amaud were but borbatt fatyrs, |

and in a bad taﬁc the Provincial
Letters gave them a wound much
more deadly: this mafter-piece of
pleafantry and eloquence diverted and
. moved the indignation of all Europe

attheir cxpcnfc In vain they replied,

that the greateft part of the theolo-

gifts and monks had taughs, as well
as

— e __.a
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a5 ‘them, the fcandalous. do&rine
which they were reproached with :
their anfwers, ill. written, and full
of gall, were not.read, while every
body knew the Provincial :Letters.
by heart. This work is fo much the
more adomrable, as Pafchal in com-
pofing it appears to have divined two
things, which feemed not made for
divination, language, and pleafantry.
The language was very far from be-.
ing formed, as we may judge by the
greater part ‘of the .works publx(hcd
at that time, and of which it is. nn- ,
poflible to. endure the reading: -
the. Prmumcml Letters thcre is not 2.
fingle .word that is grown obfolete ;
and that:book, though written above |
a. hundred years ago, feems as if 1t
had “been written . but yeﬂ:erdayf
Aqgther- attempt, no lefs difficult,

E : was

—
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was to inake people of wit and
folks laugh at the queftions of fuffi-
cient grace, next power, and the deci--
fions of the cafuifts; fubje@s very
little favourable to pleafantry, or,
which is worfe ftill, fufceptible. of
pleafantries that are cold and uni-
form, and capable at moft of amuﬁng
only priefts and' monks. It was
neceflary, for avoxdmg thls rock, to
have a delicacy of tafte’ fo mruch ‘the
greater, as Pafehal lived very retired,
and far removed from the commerce
of the world : he could never bave di~
ﬁmguxlhed but by the fuperiority and
delicacy ‘of his underftanding, the’
kind of pleafantry which could alone
be relithed by good judges in this
dry aod infipid matter. He fuc-
ceeded in it beyond all expreﬁion :
fevezal of his bon-mots have even

; become
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become proverbial in our language,
and the Provincial Letters will be ever

regarded a$ a model of tafte and ftyle.

It is only to be feared, that the ex=
pulfion of the Jefuits, leflening the
intereft which we took in this book,
“may render the perufal of it les poig-=.
nant, and perhaps make it be one day
forgot. This is a fate which.the
_“moft eloquent author has to- appre«
"hend, if he writes not on fubje&s that.
are ufeful to every nation, and to all:
ages : “the duration of a. work, what-
gver- merit it may have in other
refpe@s, is. almoft neceffarily con-
ne¢ted with that of its object.
‘The Thoughts of Pafchal, greatly in-

ferior to the Provincials,” will live. -
perhaps longer, becaufe there is all -

reafon to believe (whatever the
humble fociety may | fay. of it) that

E 2 Lhnﬁu- ',
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- Chriftianity will laft longer :than
they. ' -

The Provincials would be perhaps
more affured of - the . immortality.
which they merit in fo many refpe@s,’
- if their illuftrious author, that genius
fo.clevated, fo univerfal, and f{o little
formed for taking an intereft in fcho-
laftick trumpery, ‘had turned alike
both pasties into ridicule. . The
fhocking do&rine .of Janfeniﬁé, and
of St.Cyran, afforded atdeaft asmuch
room far it as the pliant doctrine of
Molina, Tambourin, and Vafquez.
Every work, in which we facrifice
with fuccefs to the .publick laughter
fanaticks"who worry one another,
fubfifts :even after “thofe’ fanaticks
are no .more. I might venture te
foretcll this advantage to the chap-
ter on fanfemfm, which we read with
: N o
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fo ‘much pleafure in the excellent
Effay on General Hiffory, by the moft
agrceable of our, phllofophxcal writers.
“The irony is fcattered in that chap-
ter to the nght and left, with-a .
~ delicacy and eafe which muft cover
both the one and the other with
indelible coniémpt, and make them
© weary of cutting one anothers thioats -
for nonfenfical fancies. Methinks I.
fee Fontaine’s cat *, before whom.
the rabbit and the weafel bring their
fuit on the fubjec of a pitiful hole
which they contend for, and who,
by way of- deuﬁon,

: Jettant des deux cotés la griffe en méme tems,

Met les phldeurs d’ accord en croquant Pun &

Pautre. -
"No body is- perhaps fitter than this
illuftrious writer, to form a. hiftory
- E 3. - of
® Lib, vii. Fabl, 16,. '
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of theological quarrels, in order to

render them it once both odious and

ridiculous, and thereby deliver man~ -

kind for ever from this fiameful and
terrible {courge.

The Practical Morals of the fe jiat:,
written. by doctor Arnauld, which
came out {oon after the Provmcials,
though of a merit greatly inferior,

" put the fmithing ftroke to the throw-
ing upen thefe fathers an odium,
which they will never be able ta

~ wafth off.  This unfavourable and
deep impreflion, which is perpetually
kept up by the reading of thefe
books, *has even now found, at the
end of a century, minds difpofed to

believe all the ill which has been -

- faid of the Jefuits, and of approving
all the mifchief that has been dong¢

to them. The term of Jefustical
morals -

-
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morals has been, s .it wére, confe-
-crated in-our language, to.fignify
1oofe morals, and that of Efcabarderse
. to fignify an artful lie: and we know
how much weight a fathionable way
of {peaking carries with it, cfpccmlly
in-France, towards pracuring credit.
to opinions. '
The Jefuits, loaded from that time
with fo much hatred, and fuch a
nuamber of imputations, were not to
be till long after .the vi®ims of it:
they triumphed in the firft' violence
of the attack, and became but. the
more powerful, the more animated
againft their ¢nemies, and the more
formidable to them. Yet what ene-
mies had they to deal with? With
men of the greateft merit and repu-
putation, ' and whofe confideration
thh the pubhc ftill increafed by
- E 4 ~ their
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their very perfecunon ; an Arnauld,

a Nicole, a Saci ; in one word, all the
writers of the celebrated houfe of
~ Port-Royal. Thefe adverfaries were
miuch more to be dreaded by the fo-
ciety than phin theologifts, whom
the commen run of mankind liften
not to, underftand not, and have no
efteem for: they were great philo-
fophers (as great at leaft as could be
in thofe days) men of the firft clafs
in literature, excellent writers, and
men of an irreproachable condact.

They had in the kingdom, and even
at court, refpetable and zealous
friends, whom they acquired by their
talents, their virtues, and the fignal
fervices for which literature was in-
- debted tothem. The general and
rational grammar, called the Porz-

Royal grammar, from their being the
: authors
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aathors of it; the excellent Logic call--
¢d by. the fame name ; the Greet
Roots ; their learned grammars of the
Greek, Latm, Italian, and Spanith;
fuch. were the produciens. of this
free and refpeable fociety,.. The
1lluﬁrxous Racine had been their fcho--
Lu‘, and- had preferved, as- well as.
Defpréaux, his friend, the moft inti-
mate conneétions with them : their-
- works on religion and morality were-
read, and efteemed by, all. France ;
and by the mafculine and corre&
ftyle. in which they were wntten,
had contributed moft of any, next
to the Pro'umaal.r, to the pcrfcé’uo 1
of our language, while. the’ ]efuxts‘
counted yet among their Fench wri-
ters only des Barris and des Garraffes.
What pity that thofc writers of ‘the :
Port-Royal,, thofe men of fuch fupe- -

~ Es. ©Corore
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_ fior merit, fhould have thrown away
fo much genius and time in ridicu-
lous controverfies on the - good - or
bad detrine of Janfenius, on idle
and endlefs difcuffions on free-will
and grace, and on the important
queftion, Whether five uninteHigible
propofitions ‘be in a book which
‘nobody reads? Tormented, impri-
foned, exiled for thefe vain difputes, .
and employed perpetually in defend-
ing fo futile a caufe, how many
years of their lives have phllofophy
and letters to regret as loft! What
lights would they not have added to
thofe with which they had already

* illumined their age, -if they had not

heen carried away by thefe unhappy

and pitiful diftrattions, fe unworthy
of taking up the thoughts of men like
them! May we venture to fay a little

3 ~ more
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. one moment from -our ﬁlbjC&P Can
reafon 'withhold {hcdd-mg bitter tears,"
when the fees how many-ufeful ta-
lents the .quarrels, fo often excited.
in the. bofom of Chriftianity, have'
butied? how manyages thefe wretch-
ed and fcandalous conteits. have de-
firoyed to the human underftand-
ing ? and how many geniufes, form-
ed for difcovering new truths, have-
employed (to the great regret of -
true rc]xgxon) all their fagacxty and
abilities, in fupporting or giving
reputation te ancient abfurdities
When we run through in. the vaft
.royal library,. the firft apartment, of
an immenfe extent, and find it de-.
fiined,. for the greateft part, td a
colle&ion, without number, of the

- vmoft vifionary commentators on tae.

E G - derip-
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feriptures, of polemical writers onr
qucfhons the moft void’ of ‘meari=
~ ing, of fchool divines of every fort ;.
in" thort, of fo many works from
whence there is no drawing one
fingle page of truth, ean we re-
frain crying out with {orrow (ed quid
perditio bec ?) - To what end alt this
« lofs?” Agam, human nature would
have been in no very great degree to
be pitied, if all’ thefe frivolous and
.abfurd’ objects, thefe boly triflés, as
a celebrated magiftrate calls them *,
had ended'in ill language enly, and
- had not occafionéd the fhedding of

torrents of blood. ‘But let us fhut
our eyes on thefe difmal’ objets,.
and make only oneotherreflexion, as
- eonfolatery as it is humiliating to the
human,

* Mr. de la Chalotais, in his Efay on EJI(“IIP!L,
p:efented to_the parliament-of Bretagne,
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human nind.* How is it pofiible,.

that the fame fpecxe,s of bemgs ‘which

invented the art of Wwriting, anth- '

metic, aﬁronomy, algebra, chcmx-
ﬁry, watch-work, the art of weav-
ing, fo-many thmgs in fhort worthy

-.of admlrauon in the mcchamcal and .

liberal arts, fhould have invented
- the philofophiy “and diyinity .of the
fchools, judicial aftrology,. the con~
comitant concourfe, verfatile and
‘congruous ‘grace, the vitorious de-
- Je@ation, abfolute accidents, and fo
many.other fooleries, as would occa-
fion the fiifpending, by authority of
juftice, the perfon wha fhould firft
‘Broach them now-a-days ?. Plato de-

fined man, ¢ 'an animal with two feet

¢« without feathers.” How ridiculous
foever this definition may appear, it

waspethaps difficult (thc'lxghts of
- religion,
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:e‘ﬁgmn Rt aﬁde} to chara&euﬁ»
btherwife the - mdeﬁnabie ‘human.

fpecxes whxc{x on: Qn;c,ﬁdc {cems, by
" -mafter-pieces of gehius, o have ap-
proached the heavenly beings, dnd
on the other, by a thoufand mcxedxblc
marks of folly and cruelty, tq have
fetitfelf on a level with the moft ftu~
-pid and ferocious animals. When we.
meafure the interval between a Scotus

and a Ncwmn, or rather between the: -
warks of ‘Scotus and. thofe of New=
‘ton, wé muft cry out with Terence,.

Hyma bomini quid preflat! <« What
« difference there is between man
“and man!” Or muft we only at-
‘tribate this immenfe diftance to the:
enormous difference of ages, and

think with forrow that the fubsie

.apd abfurd docter, who wrote fo.
many chlmeras, admired by his,co~
: temporariesy
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temporanes, ‘had perhaps ‘been a
Newton in an age more enlightened
Let us weigh well all thefe reflexions;
let us add thereto the pernfal of ec-
elefiaftical hiftory, thofe kalendars of
the virtue of fome inen, and the
weak wickédnefs of fo many others;
let us behold im that. hiftory the
ufurpations, without number, of the -
~1piritual power ; the robberies and
the violences exercifed under the pre-
. text of religion’; fo many bloody -
wars, fo many- cruel petfecutions, fo.
many murders committed in the
pame - of 2 God who abhors them ;
and we fhall have pretty nearly an
‘exa® catalogue of the'advantages
.which the difputes of Chriftianity
have brought upon mankind.
- 'To return to the Jefuits, the no=
mmatxon of father Ie Tellier to :the
- placc
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place. of confeflor. to Louis XIV
furnithed them with an opportunity
of wreaking fully .their vengeance.
This violent and’ inflexible man,

‘hated by his very brethren, whom he

governed with a rod of iron, made

the Janfenifts drink ¢ ta the very

., -dregs,” accordmgL to his own exy
prcﬁion, «¢ of the cup of the focmty s
§ mdxgnatxon Scarce was he in
Placc, but they forefaw the evils of

* . which he'would be the caufe: and -

Fontenelle the phllofopher faid, on
learning his nomination, ¢ the Jan-
¢¢ fenifts have finned.”

The firft exploit of this ferocious
and fiery chuit, was the deftru&ion
of Port-Royal where not one ftone
~was left upon another, "and from
whence they dug up the very corpfes
that were interred there.. This vio-

lence, |

-
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lence, executed with. the laft bBare
barity; againft a houfe refpectable for
the celebrated perfons who had ipha-
bited it, and againft poor nuns, more
worthy of compaﬂibn than of hatred,
excited clamours throughout the

. whole kmgdom thefe clamours have -
.re-echoed down even to ‘our times ; _

and the Jefuits themfelves confefled,

on feeing the fpe@acle of their de- _

firu@ion, that the ftones of Port-
Royal were falling on their own
heads to cruth them. '

But the mdlgnatlon which the de-

ftruction of Port-Royal excited againft

them, was nothing in comparifon of
‘the general commotion which the
bull Unigenitus occafioned. It is
certain that this bull was their work :
we know alfo the umverfal “oppofi-

‘ tiox
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" tion which it produced in almoft alf
the orders of the ftate : we know the
intrigues, the frauds, the violences,
which were put in praétice to extort
the acceptance of it. We may re-
member that Louis XIV. having fac-
ceeded in making it to be received
(partly by fouland partlyby fair means)
by an aflembly of forty prelates, faw
, with pain nine bithops who remained’
inoppofitiontoit: hecould have with=
- ed, forthe peace of his confcience,
* an entire umformxty in the epifcopal
corps. ¢ That is very eafy,” faid
the ducheﬁ his daughter to hxm,
¢¢ you need only order the forty ag~
. ““ ceptants to be of .the opinion of
© %the nine others.” Thé propofi~
tions condemned were, for the moft
paft, fo ;ll chofcn, that it is pre-
tended
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tended that a great prince, on read-
inf them in the bull, took them for
traths which it enjoined to be be~
Tieved, appeared edified by them, and
-was very much furprifed, theugh of

a docile difpefition, when his con-
feflor undeceived him. ~ .
The magiftrates-were not the laft
to rife againit this bull. They wére
efpecxahy fhocked at the cenfure of
the ninety~firft propofition. ¢-The
¢¢ dread of an unjuft excommunica~
“ tion ought never to hinder us from
« doing our duty.” Inftrued by
the melancholy effe@s of the quarrels
. between the Priefthood and the Em« -
pire during fo many ages, they pers
ceived how eafy it was to avail thems
felves of this cenfure, to detach the
,'people, by menaces of excommuni-
cation, from thc fidelity whxch they
- owe
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- ewe their. fovereign. They faw, in

fo rath a condemnation, the .fecret
attempt. which the Jefuits and the
court of Rome wanted to make upori
-our maxims; of the temporal inde~
pendence of kings. There was neo
fubfcribing, with any modefty, to-the .
Anathema . launched out againft a
propofition fo evident, but by con--
fining it to a tortured fenfe, which it
prefents not; in judging it (which is
ridiculous in fuch a cafe) upon a pre-
. tended intention of the author in fa-
- vour.of excommunicated fanaticks.
- Who doubts that fanaticks might
not'abufe the truth which this propor-
fition includes, to the braving of every
- excommunication which they fhall
think unjuft ? But is the abufe, which
mély be made. of a truth, a reafon for
profcribing it? Would the fcripture
itfelf,
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Jﬂ'elf be fafe from a fhgma founded
.on.like motives? .

‘Neverthelefs, in fpxtc of the op~-,
poﬁtxon of the maglﬁrates, the bull
was regiftered ; every. thing plyed,.
cither willingly or by force, under-
the weight of .the royal authority:.
the fury with which father le Tellier,
the author of this ftrange production,
perfccuted all'its oppofers, was car-. '
ried fo far, that the Jefuits them~
felves, though long inured to v;o-.-
lence, were terrified at his, and faid.
aloud, ¢ Father le Tellier dnvc‘s at
¢¢ fuch a rate, that he wxll ovctturn:
“us.”” They thought not- perhaps,
that they were fpeaking fo much.
truth. Itis this bull, and the per-
fecution which it ‘occafioned, that
after fifty years has given the Jefuits
the mortal blow: we fhall fee it

‘ iR
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in the fequel of this recital. . But

it mdy ‘not be ufelefs to make,
before-hand, an obfervation on the
condu& and the projets of fatherle

_ Tellier. Many people believe, that
this Jefuit was a knave, void of te-

liglon, “wha madc its rcfpe&able,
fflame" fubfcmcnt to his hatred : it is
much more probable. that he was

4 fanatick in reality, who, being per--
fuaded of the_goodnefs, of his caufe,.

thought every thing permitted him,
ih' ordet to enfure’ the triumph of
what he fuppofed to be zde jfound
dolirine.  At-‘the fame time. that
hie ‘perfecuted the Janfenifts, he ac-
cufed Fontenelle to Louis XIV. as
ah atheift, for having written The
Hiflory of Oracles. Fontenelle, the
pupil -of the Jefuits, their friend at
all tlmes, as well as the great Cor-

neille

. -
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neille his uncle, difapproving alfo
the -doG@rine and: miorality. of the-
Janfemﬁs, as far as-a philofopher:
e difapptove theological qpinions 5-
m fhort, ever- difcrest: and referved:
with refpe@ to- religion; in his dife’
courfes, as well as in’ kis writings 5
fach was. the. mani whom Ie Telller,
wanted to- ruln,’ at the. very time
that he foughit to; crafh’ Quefnel and.
hie- part!fans ' Would- -he” have be«,
haved in this magaer,. if. hendaot:
been animated by.a. prmc1ph: of peu-
foafion? . . .. v .0 -
*« Happily fbr}a.nfemfm and for phi»'
lof0phy Louis XIV: died. - Le Tel:
lier,’ loaded: with the public texecra=’
tion, ‘was exiled to 1a‘Fléche, -where:
he ended, in a thort time, a life odions.
to the whole nation. The duke of
Orleans the regcnt, being in every

refpecly
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rgfpe& the reverfe of Leuis XIV. was
- difpofed neither to brave with, vio-
lence the publick clamour, which the.

conftitution Unigenitus had excited,
nor rudely to offend the pope and
" the bifhops, wha were too. far ea-.
gaged to recede: he caufed to be ac-.
cepted, almoft. without noife, this-
fatal bull, which, prefented by the
Jefuits, had excited fuch great cla-'
mours : fupported by the philofophers’
"who furrounded him,’ and who ‘bé-’
gan, from that time, to command
attention ; fupported above all by khis
minifter Dubais, whofe way of think-"
ing, .in mafters of religion, was well
known, he . threw.. over - this theo-=
logical difpute, a ridicule .which put'

aftoptoit.... .
- ~The: Jefmts, though bccome lefs
gpowerful during the regency, reco-
vered
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- vered, neverthelefs, in a fhort time,
the place of confeffar to the king, of
which they had been for a fhort time
deprived : it is pretended that their
reftoration at court was one of the
fecret articles of the re-unionbetwween
France and Spain in 1719, It is add-
ed, that this article had been pro-
cured by the management of the Je-
fuit d’Aubenton, confeffor to Philip
V. and extremely powerful at the
court of Madrid, For the honour
of the minifters which France had
at that time, we mauft believe that
this anecdote is fabulous. E
Every thing elfe was peaceble, -
with refpe@ to the Jefuits, during
. the remainder of the ‘regency and
the fucceeding miniftry : they aimed
only at fupporting themfelves, with--
out making much noife. Cardinal
F Fleury,
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Fleury, who-loved them not, was
_ neverthelefs perfuaded that they were
to be protected ftrongly, ¢ as the
¢¢ firmeft fupports of -religion ;" the
_maintenance of which that minifter
locked upon as a part of govern-
ment. This manner -of thinking
in cardinal Fleury, with regard 10
. the Jefuits, is found exprefled in
fome manufcript letters of ‘his, which
T have read: < They are,” faid he
further, *¢ excellent fervants, but
¢ bad mafters.” In purfuance of  this
- principle, ‘he ‘treated them- civilly,
. during his miniftry, ~ but without
fhewing them any marks of declared
favour : on the contrary, he. greatly
raifed (and the Jefuits were not the
better pleafed with him for it) the
" community of Sulpiciens, ‘who were
much lcfs illuftrious and lefs_power-
’ ' ful,
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+ul, but alfo lefs formidable. €at<
dinal Fleury, an enemy to the Jane
fenifts, whom he looked upon as
dangerous, and at the fame time very
little biaffed for what had any con~
fiderable degree of credit in its way,
of whatever kind it was, took un-
der his particular prote@ion this nu-
merous community : it had all that.
was neceflary to make him think it
worthy thereof ;- it joined to the me-
rit of being extremely devoted to
the bull, the happinefs of having
never made any noife. This minifter
filled the bxfhopncks of France with
a multitudé of the pupils of . St.
Sulpicius, who were more com-
mendable for ‘their devotion than.
their talents: thus he planted the
firft feeds of that ftafe of languor
into ‘which the clergy of France
: - F a2 o feem
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fecem now-a-days to - be- fallen, but
from which it is to be hoped they
C wxll foon rouze thcmfelvcs, thapks
to the phllofophtck {pirit whlch en-
lightens at prefent fome of its mem-
bers, and- ‘which makes them Juﬁly
"look upon fanaticifm and ignerange

" . as the two true fcourgcs of Chrl.ﬁ}-

_anity. ,
- However, the bull of - whu:.h the
Jefuits had been thc ‘promoters, angd.
- which had met with fo.much- -appo-
fition when it appeared, came infen-
fibly to be received by all the bithops.
“The French nation, which clamours
{o readily, and which-more readily fill
grows tired of clamouring, was fa-
miliarized to a production which it
had “at firft called mor;/irau: every
one received it; with an interpretation
according to his‘'owa liking; for fuch

i6
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18 the wonderful pri;rile'ge of thefe:
_kinds of decifions of the church of
Rome, that people may, by all means,
underftand them juft as they pleafe,.
and fubmit to them at the fame time -
that they continue in their own opi-
nion.  Janfenifm, heretofore main-
tained (in- fpite of reafon) by men. -
of real merit, had no longer for its
- fupport any defenders, but fuch as’
were worthy of fuch a caufe, a few
poor and obfcure, priefts, unknown
even where they lived : the phrenfy-
of convulfions, which had raifed dif-
fenfions in the party itfelf, had ren-
dered them completely contcmptxblc,
by rendermg them ridiculous :’ in-
fhort, this’ fe@, now "expiring and
defpifed, was at the laft gafp, when
an ufiforefeen chain of circumftances:
reftored it 'to anew life, which it hoped

F 3 not.
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not-for. 'The viper which the _]eﬁuts'
thought cruthed, had firength enough
to turn back its head, to bite them in
the heel, and to kill them. The
reader is here: prefented with the
fucceffion of caufes, by which -this
ftrange event was produced.

“The parliaments, which had op-
pofed the fociety from its birth,
had but too ‘much reafon for per-
fiting in the fame fentiments with
regard to it. They were juftly of-
fended at the advantages of power
“and credit, which it had obtained in .
fpite of them : they - were above all
hurt by the conttitution Unigenstus,
~ the acceptance of which the intrigues
“of the Jefuits had forced them to
regifter; an acceptance which they .
" thought, as we have feen, contrary
to the nghts of the crown; and in

: order

’ N
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order to break forth, waited only for
a favourable occafion, without per=
haps prefuming to flatter themfelves
that it would ever occur.
The'conteft occafioned by the refu- -
fal of the facraments to the Janfenifts,
was the firft fpark of the conflagration,
the Helen of that war, as fmall in
its firft obje&, as it is now become
important by its confequences. One
of the principal archbithops of the
kingdom, and a bifhop of Mirepoix,
-his aid and counfellor, both of
them thoroughly perfuaded of the
excellence of the bull,. and of the
damnation of thofe who rejeQed it,
refolved, like confiftent prelates, to.
order the communion to be refufed
to Janfenifts at the point of death.
This refufal had before been at-
tempted in fome provinces, but.twice
' F 4 or
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or thrice only, at wide intervals, and.

with little noife : it was now thonght
time to take off the mafk, and ab-
folutely to treat the enemies of the
.bull Unigenitus ‘as hereticks cut off
from the church. If we believe
the crowd of conftitutionary theo-
logifts, the two prelates, authors and
executors of this proje®, were ex-
_tremely in the right: but let us be
permitted to relate here (as mere
Juftorians) the fingular reafons which
were alledged in their favour, and
thofe that were oppofed to them.

¢¢ The bull Unigenstus,” faid its pat- '

tifans, *¢ill received without doubt,
‘““and cven fpit upon -at its birth,
““ had terminated in being unani-
“ moufly received : there was not,
¥“in all Chonftendem, ofie bithop
¢ who rqe&cd this producion, whe-

" ¢ ther
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« thier -good *or bad, of the court of "
cs Rornc : it was in vain to fay that -
¢ jt* overturned the prmc1p1cs of
8 Chriftianity ; that the acceptance
“of it had not been free; that:
« forne had received it througb fcar,
<t others through intereft’: it was
t atcepted, and without' oppofi-
“tion, by the whole body. of paf-
“tors. Here then we fce, ‘in the:
e« prmclples of the Cathohc chirch, .
“«alt that ought to ferve, by way of
*'compafs, to plam Chriftians in-
¢ their faith. It is not for. them.
““ to examine c1ther the. dorines-
‘e thcmfelvcs, or the nature of the.
‘¢ acceptance;; itis fufficient to them
¢¢ that they fee clearly, that the v1ﬁblc ‘
«'church adopts them. We undern
¢ ﬁand here. by the vifible church;.
e What every Catholic wnderftands

F 5 = - u bx’f



-

( 106.)
s« by the term; that is to fay, the
«¢ pope, the bithops, and almoft al]

" -« the ecclefiatticks, fecular and re-

¢ gular, of the fecond order. What-
¢ ever be the dottrine which this

«¢ vifible church teaches, the faithfal

‘ ought to believe ‘firmly, notwith=
«« ftanding even the ftrongeft appear-
¢ ances to the contrary, that it has
« always taught the fame ; otherwife
« ]efus Chrift would not have faid -
¢ true in promifing that church to be
¢ always with her. The paflages of
“ fcripture, and of the fathers,
¢ which may appear the moft evi-
¢ dently contrary to the new cate-
¢ chifm, will be cxplamcd in a
*-manner . fivourable to it:' the
" ¢ church has alone the right of
“ fixing the meaning of them. In
“a word' from the moment the
. \ < church

-
.




(- 107 ).

¢¢-church fpeaks, we muft fubmit to.:
¢ her, whatever the may fay. After.
«¢‘the council of Nicé, the divinity.
«¢ of * Jefus Chrift was very.far from
“¢ being as folemnly, as umverfally,
¢ as uniformly.received by the body
¢« of paftors, as the bull Unigenitus -
< hath been in thefe latter times.
. ¢« Neverthelefs, after the council of
«¢ Nice, the Arians were, from that
< time, hereticks declared, notwith--
“ ftanding the partifans that ftill ad-
s¢hered to them.. It may be; it .
« is even out of doubt, that in the
* councils which . have decided on
¢ matters. of faith, many of the.
¢ bithops declared . for the good.’
¢ -caufe, through.views of policy, .
«¢ intereft, or paffion. - Witnefs the.
e unhappy facility with which .moft.
b of the prelatcs, who, -under-Con~ -

‘¢ flantincy,
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“« ftantine, had declared that the
« Word was God, declared after-
¢ watds, under Conftantius, that it
“ was but'a man. Witnefs again
« the violent condu& of St. Cyril,
“ and of the council- of Ephefus,
* with regard to Neftotius. Wit-
 nefs, ldftly, the intrigues which
“ too often difturbed thofe holy
¢ affemblies, and affronted, as we
« may fay, the Holy Ghoft, that pre-
¢« fides in them. But flill, -once
¢ more; it is not the motives, it is
s the refult of the decifion, that the.
« faithful ought to' confider. It is
# by this refult alone that they ought
“ to abide: they would -have too
* much to do, if it were neceflary
< for them to go back agiin to the
*¢ caufes which dicated the decree.
d God hath proxmféd to his church

¢ infal-
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« infallibility in her decifions; but
‘ he has not promlfed to every indi-
¢ yidual purity in his motives: he
¢ makes ufe of all forts of means,.
“even of the paffions of men, for
¢ making the truth triumph, and be.
¢’known; and‘ he employs’ human
« things, in" order’ to make diviné
« matters fucceed.”
" Agreeably to thefe reafonings (the
juftnefs of which we pretend by no.
medns to judge of) the partifans of
the bull thought themfelves warrant-.
‘ed to treat the Janfenifts as declared
" fe@aries. The latter faid, in their
defence, that the univerfal church .
was poflefled of  their caufe, by thé
. appeal which' they had made to a
future council ; and that, ’till the de-
cifion which they waited for, they-
could ‘not be caft out of her bo-
fom,
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fom. It was replied,’," that a crowd’

of hereticks, to bcgiri with Pelagius,
foodious to the modern Janfenifts,’had

- been looked upon and treated as in-

novators, without having been con- .
demned exprefly by any cecumenical .

council. - They obje&ed, that the
bull propofed in reality not one ttuth o

for belief; ‘the accumulated” quallﬁ--

cations of bereticks, fmelling of berefy, .

of ill founding, of offending pious ears,
&c. were not applied to any one pro-
poﬁtxon of* father Quefnel’s in parti-
ticular. Some of their. adverfaries, .

after ‘the example of an illuftrious .

chief of Ifracl ¥, replied to them, .

(making a jeft probably both of them' -
and the bull) that it propoféd “to. .

*¢ believe with an- imp]icit faith in-
¢¢ determinate truths:” others faid
fimply, ,
* The late cardinal de Tencin. .
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ﬁmply, that in a hﬁ of poifons, it
was not neceffary to mark cxprefsly
" the degree of malignity of cach, in.
‘order to warn people to abftain from
them. It was demanded again- of
- the Janfenifts, how the church could:
preferve anc of. her effential charac-.

ters, that of being vifble, if (he were, - -

reduced to a handful of priefts, op-.
pofed to all. the other paﬁors ? And,
they replied, that the true church,,
the wvifible church, was that which
taught wifibly found do&rine, and
which did not authorife, like the bull,
the moft thocking: Pelagianifim : thcy T
“added, that the church, vifitle as
the is, and muﬂ: be, was not the lefs.
- hid in appearance in thofe unhappy,
times,. when the fathers of the
church affure us that the whole uni-
verfe ¢ was aftonithed to fee itfelf
’ : ' - Arian,”
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“"Al’iﬁﬂ’” It 4 Wword; the Fanfenifts:
‘ dhvaercd'thenrad%rﬂries,asgertonus’ -

didl Ponipey,

Rome neft piuodans Rome; elie e& tou(e~
ol je fuis,

© R-was'thus' tBa"t- thelone and” the:
 éther defendedithiéir canfe..  We fa3
nothinig: of the iHl- language: which'
they- added-to. them,. and- which on.
eithet fide wére! worthy of thcin‘
ltafdns

: The magiffrates alone: (dnd thxs'-
obfervation is not to bé neglected)’
oppofed, en this occafion; to the con-’
ftitutionifts, reafons that were un-’
anfwerabl¢': . they. pronounced, ‘that
the doCtrine, taught or avthorifed by
the bull, was contrary to the laws.
~ of the'kingdom!, and-of confequence’

ought not to be'a pretext for vexa~
tion. .
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tion. Of this the magiftrates were
competent judges, and the parti-
fans of the bull had nothing to
reply : it belongs to the depofita-
fies of the law to decide what is
conformable or contrary to it; and
this queftion is not within the pro<
vince of the church.

It.is certain, befides, that all thofe
refufals of the facraments, occafioned
by the bull, difturbed private families;;
tHat they fowed diffenfion among thé
people : that in this view, at leaft, the
magiftrates ought to take cognizance
of it, and to employ, as they did, the
authority of the laws, to put an end
_ to the confufion. But the incon-
veniénce which attends contefts in
theology, of hurting the publick
tranquillity, is the fruit of the error
whxch was comimtitted  in' France,

and
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_ and almoft every where elfe, of con=

necting civil affairs with religion, of
requiring a citizen of Paris to be,
not only a faithful fubje&, but alfo a
good catholic, 4nd as exa& in pro-

viding holy bread as in paying his

taxes. As long as this fpirit fhall
fubfift among us, the maxim of whicl#
fanaticks make an ill ufe fo often,
« That it is better to obey God than
“ man,” will be an invincible obfta-
cle to the moft prudent meafurgs of
government and of magiftrates for

men like better to obey a matfter
of their own chufing (and who, after
all, commands them to do only what
they pleafe) than a mafter whom
they have not chofen, and who en-

- joins them what they diflike. " In

Holland, where the Janfenifts form
a

. ftifling religious quarrels; becaufe

~

’
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s church abfolutely feparate, which
the government knows nothing of,
and leaves in peace, they are ncither
the caufe nor the obje@ of any dif-
turbance. It is only by a difcreet
toleration (equally avowed by reli-
gion and politicks) that we can pre-
vent thofe frivolous difputes from be~""
ing contrary to the repofe of the ftate,
and to the union of the fubject. But
- when fhall we fee that happy time?
: However this be, the Janfenifts,
- treated at their death as excommu-
nicated perfons, rofe up againft thig
- new perfecution. The parliament,
- which hed regiftered the bull with,
avery ill will, undertook their de-
fence; it banithed the fathers who

_ refufed the communion to die-

ing Janfenifts : the archbithop, on
bis fide, forbad. them, and deprived:

. x ~ : ’ Of
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of their places thofe priefts who
obeyed the parliatent ; and the un-
Rappy God- Bearers (fotheyare catledy
Kaving before their eyes exile on onie
‘. fide, and famine on the other, found
themfelves under a' melancholy al<
fernative. Reafonable- people were
~ furprifed that.the archbithop, . thé
author of their misfortue, did nof
g0 and prefent himfelf to the’ parlia-
ment, declare that they had doné no<
thing but' by his orders, and give
himfelf up as a vi&im for fo- many
. innocents. They had fo much'the
more reafon to expectthis, as the vir-
tue of that prc]ate, and his. ﬁncenty
in this affair, were by no means fufs
pe@ted. The Janfenifts called himy
- perfecutdr and f{chifmatick; the
“courtiers, obftinate: his partifans
comparcd him. to St. Athanafius,.
' who
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who was alfo (they fand) called pb-
ﬁmatc and rebelliqus by thc cour=
_ ncrs of his time.

The dlfputc grcw mgrc and more _
- warm: the court wifhed meﬁ"eé'tu-
ally to puta ftap to it ; the Janfe-
nifts had. found ‘means to occafion
morctroublc in their dcaths thanthey
th done dum}g t}ne‘u' hvcs the pars
liaments and the arch-blflwp were
exiled by turns. At laft the king,
juftly tired of th_cfc‘ difpures, ‘recally
ed the. magiftrates, and in concert
‘with them impofed alike filence pn
the partifans and on the adverfarieg
of the bull.

This law of filence, 1t is true, was
not too well obferved.; it was pa,re
ticularly broken by the encomiums
which the Janfenifts beftowed on it

they pnntcd large volumes to prove
~ that
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ﬂ:at it was neccﬁ'ary to be ﬁlcnt, thcy
-refembled the Pedant in Moliere,
who after having talked a long
time, and {aid abundance of foolith
things, "promifes ‘at laft to keep
filence *, and in order tothew that
he maintains his promife, interrupts
every .moment. the ..converfation,
by obferving tbat be opens ot bis
moutb.

The conftitutionifts on thcir"ﬁdc
had the prefumption to fay, that the
King had no right to ordain mad
fubje&ts to be filent on the ridicu-
lous obje& which heated their
imaginations; that the fixth general
council had anathematizedthe type of
the emperor Conftantius, which was
alfo, as they pretended, nothing more

than

v . Lc Dcpxt amouresx, A& ﬁrﬂ Scene laﬁ

* .
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than a low of filence. The Janfen<
~ ifts replyed, that, this council had

‘done better fill, in. anatbematzzmg
" Pope Honorius. '

The King, employed like a good
father, according to the exprcﬁion of

a celebrated "author, in parting his
children who were ﬁghtmg, ‘Was

defirous of fupporting himfelf by
an authority refpe@able to. both
parties, and efpecially’ to the moft
numerous: he thought proper  to
: confu]t on this queftion, by which
all France was agitated, the late pope
Benedi®@ XIV. a man of under~
ftanding, who loved not the Jefuits,.
and who at the bottom_defpifed this
‘controverfy. The pope replied likea

crafty Italian; on onefide he ordained .

the acceptance of the bull, the work
of one of his infallible predeceflors,
~ 3 . which
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whxch he could not dqcently con-
demn; on the other, he declared -
at the fame txmc, that the Janfenifts

who rejected it, ought neverthelefs

to have the facramcr\ts adminifter=
<d to thcm at ‘their deaths,  but
<< at their own rifqye and hazard,”
and after hawmg been zhoroughly ad-
vertized of. the. dangor which they -
rap . with refpeét to -their eter~
nal falvation. From this penqd

_ the refufals of the facraments be-
. came lefs_frequent; the Janfenifts
~and their adverfaries thought they
had alike the pope for them, .and-
tranqmlhty feemed almoft re-efta-
blifhed. '
It was not even leﬁcned by the
ftep.which the parlnament thought
itfelf obhged to take fome time after,
of
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of protefting anew againft this bull
Unigenstus'; the acceptance of .which
it had regiftered with relu&ance. It
called not in queftion indeed the doc-
trine of the bull; that would have
been to encroach on the authority of
the church, and it knew too well
the limits of its own rights : it pro-
tefted only againft the execution of
this bull, declaring it contraryto what
is termed inFrance -« the liberties
4 of the Gallican Church.” This
proteft had not the glory it merited ;
it was the fequel of a number of
writings, of which the Frerich levity
began to be tired. Nay, the partifans
of the bull even made a jeft, with an
indecency that deferved punithment,
ofthe ¢ prctcndedlibertiesoﬂtheGa!—
v« lican Church,” by virtue of which,
the parhament, according ‘to the
- termg
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terms of its decrees, enjoined the
priefts, under ignominious penalties,
to adminifter the facraments: they
faw not, (zid they jeeringly, how fuch
.-decrccs fupported and favoured the
- liberty of the church of France, by
forcing its miniftets to do’what they
.did not think they ought to do. This
- way of talking, thefe contefts, the
pieces without number, which refult=
ed from them, ferved to feed the
frivolous difpofition and gaiety of
the nation : people laughed at the re- |
ciprocal animofity of the theologifts
of both parties, - for queftions which
deferved it fo little : for that animofi-
‘ty, though very ufual, and of all ages,
-always aftonifhes and amufes reafona-
"ble people. Every bodylaughed nolefs
-at feeing, that notwithftanding the re-
Aterated.orders iffued by the Sorbonne,

. to
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to mention ro more of the ball Un:-
genitus, either in then‘wrmngs or their
‘thefes, thecollege difplayed an attach-
ment the moft obftinate to this bull,
which ithad rejeGed fo fong. Nothing
more was wanting, it was faid, to all
the ftrange things that had happened
onthisfubje@, than to forbid without
fuccefs the faculty of divinity from
teaching a do&rine which it coft fo
much trouble to make them receive.
Philofophy, above all, laughed in
. filence at all thefe extravagancies, and
amufed herfelf with this new change
of the {cene, waiting with patience for
an opportunity of profiting by it.’
Thofe among the philofophers who
hoped for no good from thefequarrels,
took the ftill wifer part, of laughing at
the whole. They obferved the mutual
" rancour of the Janfenifts and their

G2 - . ad~
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adverfariés, with that difinterefted
curiofity with which they obferve the
- combats of animals, well affured, let
‘what would happen, of finding caufe
‘to laugh at the expence of fome of
‘them. So many blows reciprocally
firuck on both fides with ‘violence,
-did not yet reach the Jefuits ; em-
‘ployed on one hand in arming the bi-
thops againft the expiring remdins of
‘the Janfenifts their enemies; and on
" the other, -in _animating, :under-
hand, the :court - of .France -againft
:the parliaments, they:were .the fe-
.cret foul of all -this war, -witheut ap-
.pearing to intermeddle in it. .But.the
Janfenifts, -who, .in the quarrel.con-
. cerning the .facraments, had, .or at

Jeaft thought they .had, :gained

;ground, grew -bolder by .degrees,
- feemed to prepareifora.more.decifive
Ttroke ;
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firoke; and the arch-bifhop, their
enemy, whetted, without knowing it,
by his zeal, the {word with which the
fociety was foon to be pierced.

Two capital errors which the Je-
fuits committed about that.time at
Verfailles, began to thake their cre-
dit, and to prepare from_ afar their.
difafter. They refufed, as we are af--
fured, through .motives of human.
refped, to take under their dire&tion
fome powerful perfonages ¥, whohad . -
no reafon to expet from them a fe--
verity fo fingular in many refpects. .
This indifcrezt refufal, it is faid, con-
tributed to haften their ruin by the

very hands which they might have. -

G ;3 made

* Tt is faid that the Jefuits, out of refpeét to the
Queen and Dauphin, refufed to undertake the
fpiritual guidance of La Pompadour. Adppendix to
the XXXII. Vol. of the Mantbly Review. p. 499.
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made their fupport: thus thefe

men, who had been fo often ae-

cufed of loofe morals, and who had

'maintained themfelves at#court by
fuch morals alone, . were undone

. the moment that they wanted (even
to their own great regret) to pro-
fefs feverity 5 "an abundant fubje&
for reflexions, and an evident proof
that the Jefuits, from the very firft
till that time, had taken the right
way “to fupport themfelves, feeing
“they ceafed to be, the moment that
they deviated - from it. It is added,
that at the fame time that they dif<

pleafed the court by their fcruples,
they difpleafed it alfo by their in=-
trigues. They laid, it was Taid, fnares
for fome men in place, whofe crime
n their eyes was that of being want-

ng in dcvotxon to the fociety, the
only
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oaly coyntry which they know : the
ufual effect of thefe forts of attacks |
is, to ftrengthen the credit which they
do not overthrow ; thofe who were the
objes of the Jefuitical plots obtained
but the more favour by that means.

While the Jefuits, rather dreaded
than fupported by the greater part of
the clergy, animated again® them-
felves the parliaments, and alienated
the perfons of the court who had-
moft- credit, they alfo found thg
fecret to indifpofe greatly a fet of
men, lefs powerful in appearance,.
"but more. formidable than is ima-
gined, that of.the men of letters,
Their declamations, at court and iry.
the city, againft the Encyclopedie had -
irritated againft them all thofe who
wifhed well to that work, and who-
. were. very - numerous:. their ins
G. 4, vedtives
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vectives againft the author of the
Henriade, their old pupil, and for a
long time their friend, ‘had provoked
that celebrated writer, who made
them fenfibly feel the folly which
they had been guilty of in attacking-
him. Whatever be our ftrength, or
whatever we imagine it to be, we
ought never to make ourfelves ene-
mies of thofe who, enjoying the ad-
vantage of being read from one end
of Europe to the other, areable, with
one ftroke of their pen, to inflit a
fignal andJafting vengeance. This .
- is a maxim which favour and power
itfelf ought never to make either
-individuals, or focieties, lofe fight
of, but which the Jefuits of our
times feem to have forgot to their
great misfortune. The lion pre-
tends to fleep, fuffers the wafp to

buz
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buz around his ears; but grows :
tired at laft of hearing it, roufes.
himfelf, and kills it. For fix years .
and upwards, the Journalifts de Tre- -
voux, and . the light troops which .
low literature maintained. in .their -
pay, .abufed . the. celebrated perfon .
abpve mentioned, who feemed not to -

know .it, and fuffered them togoon. . -

At length tired of feeing himfelf har- .
rafled by {o many infe@s, he tucked up
the maroders,and filenced their chiefs; .
and what is of impartance in France -
to, the gaining of a. caufe, expofed .
both the one” and the other to pub-,
lick laughter, . While he rendered :
the Jefuits ridiculous, .they rendered .
themfelves odious to .all the fenfible -
men .of, the nation, by the fpirit of -
perfecution which they preached up .
-in,the fame Journal de Trevoux, and :
G5 . the.
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the fanaticifm which they publithed in
it. The philofophers, as they are call-
ed, whom they fought to maltreat,
forgot, -on their fidg, no opportumty
of avenging themfelves in their works 3
and this they did in .a manner the
- moft mortifying to the Jefuits, with-
out too much engaging and expofing
themfelves. They did not fay to
them as the Janfenifts did, *“ Youare
© .« ambitious, intriguing,and knaves:™
this accufation would not have hum-
bled the fociety : they faid to them,
"s¢ You are blockheads; you have
¢ not among you a fingle man of
.« learning, whofe name 'is -fa-
« mous in Europe, and worthy of

. ¢ being fo: you boaft of your credit ;

¢¢ but that credit exifts more in opi-
« pion than in reality; it isonly a
2l houfe of cards, which will be over-

: _l tumed
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< turned the moment one blows up~
¢t on it.” They faid true, and the -
event has proved it. . To complete -
their misfortune, the Jefuits, over--
whelmed - with the. blows - which -
they had imprudently drawn upon .
* themfelves, had: not ohe fingle de-
fender able to repel ‘them : they thad
no good. writers, nor men of ment .
in any kind; their new enemies,
oppreffed by them at. Verfanllcs, were -
too ftrong for-them at the pen ; and--
the value of this advantage is fenfibly -
felt in .a nation which loves to read ; -
only to amufe itfelf, and which ends .
always by declaring for that party -
which fucceeds therein the beft. The -
Jefuits had for them the phantom of
their power; - their.: adverfaries had :
France and all Europe. .

I

-
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It muft be confefled that the Jan-
fenifts, who never piqued themfelves
on- being artful, were much more
. fo in thefe latter times, than they
thought for; and that the Jefuits,
who value themfelves greatly on
their finefle, were not at all cun-
ning. They fell like fools into the
fnare which their enemies -had laid

for them,. without once fufpeéit-
ing it. The Janfenift Gazetteer, .

excited only by fanaticifm and ha-
tred (for that half-witted fatyrift
knew no better) reproached the
Jefuits with purfuing in the Jan-
fenifts the phantom of herefy, and of
not falling upon the philofophers,
-who became daily, according to him,
. more numerous and more infolent,

- The Jefuits ftupidly quitted ‘their

".cxpiring prey, to attack‘#en full of
. vigour,

i
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 vigour, who never thought of hurt-
ing them: What was the confe-
_ quence? They have not quicted their
old enemies, and have drawn upon
_ themfelves new ones, whom they had
nothmg to do with. They perceive it
‘very plainly now, butit is too late.
Such was the fituation of thefe fa- -
thers, when the war kindled between
England and France brought upon
the fociety that . famous law-fuit
. which ended in its deftru@ion : the.
Jefuits carried on. a. trade ‘with .
Martinico; the war having. occa-
fioned them fome lofles, they wanted
to  break . their correfpondents at
Lyons and Marfeilles; a2 Jefuit in
France, towhom thefe correfpondents
addreffed themfelves for juftice, talk-
ed to them like the ra# retired fromthe
aworld: ¢ My frxcnds,” faid the reclufe,
: s thmgs

o
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« things below no longer concern :
¢ me; and what can a poor hermit
“ affift you in? What can he da but -
“ pray God. to help you in-this=
s affair ? I hope that he w111 take
* fome care of you.*" '
:Heoffered to fay 3 mafs for- thcm to--
obtain from God, infteagof the" money .
which they demanded, the grace to .
bear in a Cbry, ﬁwn-l:ke manner their -
. ruin. . FThefe merchants, thus robbed -
and treated like fools by the Jefuxts, .
attacked them in the regular way of -
juttice ; they pretended that thefe fa- .
thers, by virtue of their conftitutions,
were anfwerable one for the other, .
and that the Jefuits i France ought
to difcharge the debts of their mif-.
fionaries in America. ‘The Jefuits.
' were

® Femtaine, Lib. VII. Fable iii,
‘ 3
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were fo perfuaded of the goodnefs
of their caufe, that as they had a
right to be judged before the Great
Council, they demanded, in order to
render their triumph more brilliant
and complete, to have the caufe
brought before the Great Chamber
of the parliament of Paris. They loft
-it there unanimoufly, and to the
great fatisfation of the publick
which teflified its joy at it by univer-
fal applaufe: they were condemned
to pay. immen{e fums te the parties,’
with a prohibition to them to med-
dle with. commerce.

'Fhis was but the: beginning of ’
their misfortunes. . In the law-fait
which they maintained, it had been
debated, "whether in reality, by

" their conftitutions, they were anfwer-
able one for the other ; this queftion.
- fur-
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furnithed the parliament with.a very,
natural opportunity. of demanding a
fight of ‘thofe famous. conftitutions,
which had never been either exa- -
mined . or approved . of with the re-.
qmﬁr,e forms. The examination of
thefe conftitutions, and afterward that,
of their books, furnithed legal means,
more than fufficient for .declaring,
their 1nﬁltutxon contrary to the laws .
_of the kingdom, to, the obedience,
due to the fovercign, to.the fecurity.
of his perfon,.and to the tranquillity, .
. of the fate. _
I fay Jegal means; for we. ought -
to.diftinguith, in this caufe, . the Jega/ -
means on which the deftru&ion of .
the Jéfuits was founded, from the
other motives, no lefs equitable, of. -
that deftruion. - We muft not be- ..
lieve, that cither "the conftitutions,
of -
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of thefe fathers, or the do¢trine they
are reproached with, were the on-
ly caufe of their ruin, though they
may be the only- truly /Zgal caufe,
and the only one of courfe which
thould have been mentioned in the
decrees "iflued againft them. It is
but too true, that feveral other orders
‘have. nearly for principle the fame
fervile abedience which the Jefuits
vow to their fuperiours, and to the
pope; it-is but too true, that a thou-
fand other doctors and religious or-
ders have taught the doétrine of the
power of the church over the tem-
poralities of kings: it was not
merely becaufe they thought the Je- .
fuits worfe Frenchmen than other
monks, that they dcﬁroycd and di-
fperfed them: it was becaufe they
looked . upon them- with reafon 'as,

more
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?more to be dreaded on account of
their mtngues and their credit; and
this motive, though not %ga/, is cer-
tamly a much better one than was ne-
ceffary toget rid of them. Thenational
league againft the Jefuits refembles
that of Camnbray againft the repubhck
of Venice, which bad for its princi-,
 pal caufe the riches and infolence of
thofe republicans. The fociety had
furnitbed the fame motives for ha-
tred. The publick were juftly dif-
pleafed at feeing perfons of a religious
order, devoted by their very profef-
fion to humility, to retirement and
filence, dire@ing the confciences. of
kings, educating the gentry, ca-
balling at court, in the city, and in
the provinces. Nothing irritates rea~ .
. fonable people more, than men who
have renounced the world, and yet

' feek
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feek to govern it. This, in the
eyes of the wife, was the leaft par- -
donable crime of the fociety : this
crime, of which no mention | was
made, was of greater weight than
all thofe they were loaded with be-
fides, and which, by their nature,
were more proper to caufe a decree
to be pronounced againft them in a
court of judicature.

* ~ "The Jefuits have even had the pre-
fumption to pretend, and feveral
bifheps theisr partifans have dared to
declare it in print, that the great
colle@ion of aflertions, extracted
from the Jefuit authors by order
of the parliament, a colleGtion
which ferved as the principal motive
for their deftruion, ought not to

"have had that effe@: that it was

' . «¢ compiled
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¢ compiled” in hafte by Janfenift
« priefts, and ill-attefted by magi-
«¢ firates. who weére unfit for the
« work : ‘that it was full of falfe
¢ quotations, paffages that were mu-
¢¢ tilated or mifunderftood, objections-
- ¢ that were taken for anfwers:” in
fhort, of a thoufand other unfair
things of the like nature. “The ma-
giftrates took the trouble of replying-
to thefe reproaches, and the publick
would have excufed them: it cannot-
be denied, that amidft a great number
of exa& quotations, fome errors had’
efcaped : they were acknowledged
without difficulty. But could 'thefe
errors (though they had'been’ much
more numerous) prevent the reft
from being true? Befides, were:
the complaint of the Jefuits and
“their defenders as juft as it ap-
' ' pears..
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pcafs to be otherwife, who will gwe

-himfelf the trouble of examining

fo many paffages ?- In the mean time,
‘till the truth be cleared up (if truths

.of this nature be worth the trouble)

this colle@ion will have produced the
_good which the nation defired, the
annihilation of the Jefuits; the re-
proaches with which we have a right

‘to upbraid them will be.more or

Tefs numerous but _the focxcty will

- not exift; that Was the unportant
) pomt

- 'This volume of aﬂ'ertxons, extrad-
ed from the books of the Jefuits,

“condemned by the magiftrates, had

been preceded fome years before by
the condemnation of the work of
the Jefuit Bufenbaum, in which the
doctrine of king-killing is openly

:maintained : the copy‘on which this

. 'CoN=
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condemnation was pronounced bore
date 1757, thé melanchély zra of
that attempt which filled France with
horrour and conifternation. The Je-
fuits have pretended that this date -
" was a forgery of their énemies, who, :
to render them odious, had cauIéd a
new title-page to be preﬁxed to an
" old edition: the Janfenifts main-
‘tained, that the edition was in reality-
quite new, and proved in a fenfible
manner how far, and to what a de- .
gree of impudence, the Jefuits da-
‘red be bad fubje&s. Thefe Janfenifts,
{o little dexterous in other matters,
but very violent and rancorous, had
aCtually perfuaded the greater part’
of the French nation, that. the a-
trocious crime in queftion was the
work of the Jefuits. However, the

anfwers of the criminal to the inter-
rogatorics
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rogatories put" ¥ ‘him, as they
were made publick, by Ho thieans
accufed thofe fathers; bat ‘he had
been a fervant to them, as well asto
perfons of the oppofite party: he had
declared thisto his judges; the Jefuits
{for good reafons withoat doubt, but
which we are ignorant of ) were not
_interrogated, as it feemed they fhould
have been; this was enoughtoa great
part of the pubhck, to charge them
with the crime. -
The affaffination of the king of
" Portugal, which happened the year
. following, and in which the fociety
was again involved, ferved as a new
means to its énemiés for maintaining,
and making it believed, that the at-
tempt, which fhocked all France, was
théir wotk. The friends of the Je-
duits pretended that they were in-
' -nocent
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‘nocent -of the crime committed in
Portugal ; that the ftorm raifed
- againft them on this occafion, and of
‘which alfo they became the vi&ims
in that kingdom, was an cffe& of the
hatred which théy had drawn upon
1hem, on the part of the prime mini-.
frer Carvalho, who was all-powcrful
- with that prince. But why thould
rfons of a religious order infpire a
minifter of ftate with hatred againft
. - them; -unlefs it - he becaufe they have -
.rendered themfelves formidable to-
.that -minifter by their intrigues ?
.Why thould Mr. Carvalho, who de-
tefted the chults, leave in peace the -
‘Cordeliers, the Jacobins,- and the_
Recolleéts, unlefs becaufe he found
~ the Jefuits in his way, and that the
others vegetatcd in peace in their con-

vents, w1thout doing the ftate either
good



( 145) g
good or harm ? Every religious and
turbulent fociety merits, on that ac~
count alone, that a ftate fhould be
purged of them; it isa crime for
them to be formidable.

Accordingly the Portugueze mi-
nifter availed himfelf dexteroufly of
the imputation laid to the charge of
fome of thefe fathers, of having advi-
fed, dire@ed, and abfelved the affaf~
fins, for caufing all- the Jefuits to be
driven out of the kingdom : they
were {ent to their general, who, it is
faid, not knowing what to do with
thefe new-comers, left them to perith
with hunger and want on board the -
very veflels which brought them.

. M.de Carvalho, when he expelled
the Jefuits, caufed three of them
to be arrefted, who had been de-

clared guilty ; but he was not power-
: - full
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full enough to procuire the Jefuit Ma-
lagrida to be put to death, though
he paffed for the moft ¢rininal. * The
Portuguefe populace, ignorant,’ {uper-
ftitious, and full of Romifh' imax:.
ims, would not have fuffered areligious
to be delivered up to the fectlar arni
fora crime defervifg of the greateft
punifhments, becaufe that crime was
committed only agamft a laytnan
they were obliged, in order to convi&
Malagrida of a crime againft God,
which fhould render him worthy of
death, to go and fe¢k’ out fome filly
books of devotion, - the prodd&ions
of weaknefs and of ‘madnefs, written
by that unhappy Jefuit :" it wasfolely
for thefe rhapfodies that he was
condemned to the fire of the inqui-
fition, not as guilty of high tréafon,
. but asa heretick. They repraached
" him
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Jhim -with vifions and miracles, of
which-he had had the folly to boaft:;
-they reproached ‘him particularly .
-wwith having been able, at the age'of
“feventy-five years, to divert..himfelf
-all -alone in. his_confinement “usia
young novice would -have done;
awhich might alfo have been ‘looked
-opon as 'a kind of miracle, truely
~worthy of being counted among the
sothers. . It was upon motives.of this
Hort .that he' was™ condémned ‘to' 2
. ‘mott cruel death:: the arrét did' not
severt make mention. of the parricide
-of -which he was: accufed ; and as
sM. de: Voltaire 'mott : rexcellently re-
aiarks, an €xcefs of {everity was joirt-
%d to an excef$ of folly.

‘It was-matter of pleafantry to ob-
qetve the embarraflment into which
ihe Jefuits -and the Janfeniits were
R H =z thrown,
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threwn, on account of this viQim’

facrificed to the inquifitien. The
-Jefuits, deveted till that time to this
":bloody tribunal, 'dared no longer take
its part,: fince it had burnt one of
their fociety : the Janfenifts who ab-
:horred 4t, began to think i juft,
from the moment that it had con-
-demned a Jefuit to the flames. They
aflured us, and afferted it in pring,
-that the inquifition was nat what
«they had thought it- till then, -and
~ that juftice was done there with
much wifdom and deliberation. Some
magiftrates alfo, till then {fworn -ene-
-mies of the .inquifition, feemed at
this juncture to foften a little towards
it. One of the firft tribunals in the
kingdom condemned to -the fire a
writing, in which the Portuguefe in-
.quifition was very ill treated on ac-

- count
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eount of the punifhment of Mala-
grida : and in the declaration which:
condemned this writing to the firey; -
they beftowed many commendations,,
not wholly on the inquifition itfelf,.
but on the ferupulous examination in.
confequence of which the Jefuit was:
delivered up to the fecular arm.
On account of this charge of re~
glCldc, fo often renewed avamﬁ the. -
Jefuits, we fhall relate here a curious.
anecdote.. It is aftonithing, that:
among fo many pieces which have-
‘called thefe fathers affaffins, not one
has made mention of a circumftance:
ipdeed little known, but which feems.
to afford a fine light to their enemies,;
At Rome, in their church of St.
Ignatius, they have caufed to be re--
prefented in the four corners. of. the:
qupala (painted about a hundred ygars
H 3 fince:
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fince by one of their fathers) fubjects:
drawn from the Old Teftament; and:
thefe fubje@s are fo many affaffina-
tiongj'or at leaft murders, committed.
in the name of God by the Jewith.
people’: Jael, who, impelled by the-
Divine Spirit, drives a nail into Si— -
fera’s head, to whom fhe had offered-
anid given hofpitality ; Judith, who,
conducted by the fame guide, cuts
off the head of Holofernes, after hav-
ii,g feduced and' made him- drunk 3
Sam;)fén, who maffacres the Phxh-
ftines by order of the Almighty ;
laftly, David, who flays Goliah. At
the top of the cupola, St. ]gnat;us,
ik 2 glory, darts out flames on the
four quarters of the world, with
thefe words of the New Teftament ;
«.]  came to fet fire to the carth
“ and what would I but that it
it {3 be
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 be kindled ?” Methinks, if any

thing could make known the {pirit
of the fociety, with refpe& to the
murderous doétrine that is imputed
to them,. thefe pictures would be a
ftronger proof of it.than all the paf-
fages which are related from their
authors, and which are common tor
them with many others: but the
truthis, that thefe principles, fupported
in appearance by th« fcripturesill un-
_detftood, are the principles of the fa-
naticks of all ages; and, we may add,
of the greater part of any {e@, when,
_they beljeve it to be their intereft to
propagate them, apd that they can.
“preach them in fafety, To them an:
heretick. and infidel. prince is a ty-
rant, and of courfe a man whom re-
ligion and reafon order us equally to

_7id .ourfelves of.. The only thing
H: 4, - which:
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which the ]cfults ought to be re<
proached with, is that of having for-
faken - thefe abominable principles
hater than others, after having more
firongly maintained them; of ma-
king particular profeflion of obedience
to thie pope, and of a ftricter obedi-
ence than the other orders ; of being,
on this aceount, fo much the more
to be dreaded in the ftate, the
more - they are in-credit there, the.
more difperfed, the more addi&ted to
the ecelefiaftical funéion, and above
all to the inflrution’ of youth ; of
never having exprefled themfelves
frankly-and clearly (when they have
_not been forced to it) on the max-
ims of government, touching the in-
fallibility of the pope, and the inde~
pcndence of 'kings; and of  having
glven too much room to underftand,
that
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that they 1ooked upon thefe maximss-

~ © a8 mere local opinions, which might

Be maintained either-pro-or con, ace.
cording tothe country in which they
found themfelves-placed: We may-
fay with truth, and.without paffion; .
that this manaer-of - thinking breaks :
forth in al their. works, and in thofé -
even of the French Jefuits, who have
wanted . to.appear lefs Romith with
refpe&t to our maxims, than their -
brethren of Italy or Spain. -
We muft not believe, however; .
~ that:this fubmiffion to the.pops, with .
which the fociety. are fo often.re- -
praached, is. with them.an irrevoca- .
ble do@rine. While:.the. Jefuita.
preached it in Europe with:{o.much .
zeal, we may fay with, madaefs,  to -
effe@  the acceptance: of  the. ball.
whxch they had drawa up;.they.op~
Hg. pofed.:
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pofed in China the decrees which
the fovereign pontiffs . laqpchgc_i out
agéiuﬁ them on account of the Chi~
nefke ceremonics : they went even fo-
far, as to.call in queftion the pope’s.
authority to decide on fubje@s of
shat nature. . So far it is true, that
sheir pretended devotion to the pope
was.only, as we may fay, by way.of
anventorial benefit, and -on. the tacit
_condition, of favouring their preten-
~ fions, or at leaft of not pre}udlcmg
their intérefla.

However. this- be, ‘the parallcl
which has jut been made of the
do@rine of the Jefuits with the other
orders, is, in shy opinion, the . true
point.of view from which we fhould
bave fet out in their deftru@ion..
Among {o. many magiftrates, - who
have awritten long examipations- on.

~ , the
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the affair ‘of the: fociety, M: de la-

Chalatais, . attorney-general of the
parliamentof Bretagne, appears more
than any other. to have: confidered
this affair like a flatefman, a philo~

fopher, an enlightened magiftrate,.

and one difengaged of all fpirit of

hatred and of party. He has not:

-amufed himfelf with. proving laberi-
oufly .and weakly, that the other

monks were better than the Jefuits ¢

he has penetrated farther and deeper:.

his march to the fight has been more

feank . and. firm.. * The monaftick

«¢ fpirit,” faid he, ¢¢is the fcourge of.

¢ flates ;. of all thofe whom this fpi--

"¢ rit: anpimates, the Jeluits are’ the
" ¢¢ moft hurtful, becaufe they are the
‘“ moft- powerful ; it is then with.
¢ them that we muft begin to fhake.
«¢ off the yoke of that-perriciousrace.””
‘ ' ‘ - Ik
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It feems as if this illuftrious magi~
firate had taken for his. devies the
following-verfes of Virgil ¥.

-Du&lorefque ipfos primim, capﬁa alta ferentes’
Cornibus. arboreis, fternit ;- tum- vulgus, ,&"

omnem

Mifcet agens telis nemora inter. frondca tur-
hamu.

" The war.which he lias made with

fo much fuccefs upan the fociety, is
. only. the fignal of the.examination to
which he appears defirous of having
the conflitutions of. the other orders:
fubmitted, with a pro