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THE -‘-aJ;“

HISTORY

Of the LATE

Revolutions in Perfa.
PART IL

ek i 4. ;

B Ti‘f-Magbmud aid the Aghvans weté

' A never {0 near Ruin, as when they
o underftood that Generil Lufr-Als-
JASEEY Kan was at the Head of his Troops
in the Neighbourhood of Chiras, and ready
for a March to lay Siege to Candabar. This
Army ftruck the greater Tetror into the Re-
bels, for that Part of it only had forced them
in a City they had taken, and routed them
with the Lofs of all their Baggage. They
gund they had to do with an able experienc'd -
“Qeneral, who did -not make War like ‘2
Y ok, 1L B Knighs
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Kright Errant, and who before he began his
March for Candabar, had fo well manaOd his
Matters, both as to Time and the ncccffary
Provifions, that ’twas almoft impoflible for
him not to fucceed. They were informed
that this General would be before Candabar
while the Harveft was yet ftanding, which
would be a great Prejudice to them ; and that
he was fo well provided with all Sorts of Ne-
ceflaries, that he could fubfit his Axmy for
feveral Months together.

All thefe Confiderations, and the Profpe&t
of approaching Miferies, which feemed inevi-
table, had ftruck fuch a Terror into Candabar,
that all Mens Minds were bent to Peace. To
fotward this, the Pecople were told what
Myrr-Weis {aid at his Death, which was, That
in cafe the Perfians continued to -harrafs
them, they fhould make Peace on any Con-
dition whatever. The wifeft Part of the Na-
tion, who confented to the Revolt againft
their Wills, being hurried into it by the
Multitude, and who lik’d it the lefs, for that
they faw it tended only to the Advancement of
a particular Family, were for taking hold of
this Opportunity, and faid aloud, That they
were now juft in that Situation which Ayrr-
Weis himfelf, Author of the Rebellion, had
mark’d out for them to put an end to this Afs
fair by a good Agreement. :

This was talk’d with the more Liber-
“ty, for that Myrr-Maghmud having - loft

) CICdlt
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Credit by his Defeat, and being embarray'd
with a Siege he was about to fuftain, durft bute
faintly oppofe it. It made great Impreflion
on the Pcople, who foon come to themfelves
when they begin to be afraid. ’Tis indifpu-
table, that if Luft-Ali-Kan had arrived with
his Army before Candzhar, the City would
not have ftay’d till the lat Extremity before
it talk’'d of an Accommodation, and that
it would have fubmitted with the whole Pro-
vince before the End of the Campaign. Bat
Schah Huffeiw's evil Deftiny put him upon
ruining himfelf in an Enterprize which would
have eftablithed him on his Throne. By
hearkening to the Calumnies of two Trai-
tors, who deftroyed the firt Minifter, and
General Luft-Ali-Kan, he deprived himfelf
of the Counfels and Afliftance of the two moft
able Men in his Kingdom, each in their
Way.

When Myrr-Maghmud heard the ftrange
Tragedy that had been a&ted in the Court of
Perfia, the Difgrace and Imprifonment of
the General, the only one of all the Perfian
Captains of whom he was afraid ; the Dif-
perfion of the Army, and the Wafte of
all the great Preparations that had been madep¢”
with {o much Care-and Expence for the Siege |
of Candahar 5 and faw that by the Impru-|
dence even of thofe who were moft interefted
in his Deltruction, he found himfelf deliverd
from the greateft and moft prefling Danger

e B he
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he had .ever been in: he pafs’d all at once
from the utmoft Difquiet and Defpair to the
moft perfett Security, and the moft flattering
Hopes. He then refum’d an’ Air of Com-
mand in Candabar, and foon effac’d the Im-
prcflions of Fear and Difcouragement, which
the approaching Arrival of a formidable Ar-
my, and the Threat of a Siege that could not
but be fatal to them, had imprinted on the
Minds of the People fome Months palt. And
as the firft Part of the Counfel of the late
Mpyrr-Weis his T'ather had been made ufe of
to incline their Minds to Peace and Recon-
ciliation, fo he ufed the fecond to ftir them
up to undertake every thing againft Perfiz.
He therefore reprefented to thcm, by himfelf
and his Partifans, that they were juft then in
the Situation mark’d out by the late Myrr-
Weis, for them to attack the Perfrans even
in Ifpaban. That they had nothing to fear
from the Court, who had done themfelves
more Mifchief than their greateft Enemies
could do them. That they could not in a
long time get fuch an Army together, which
they had lately ruin’d by their own ill Con-
dué; and tho’ they could mufter fuch an Army,
they would never find’ a General of the Ge-
nius and Capacity of him whom they had
lately difcarded. That they had no Troops but
what were broken ones, and no Captains but
what wanted Experience; and they could
now only oppofe them with {uch Armies,
4 as
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as for thefe ten or twelve Years paft they
had always beaten and put to flight.

This and the like Difcourfes {pread among
the People with Dexterity, made the more
lively Impreflions upon them, becaufe the
pitiful Conduct of the Court of Perfra, where
fo great was the Trouble, that no good Or-
der was taken for any thing, gave them new
Strength. However, Time was neceflary for
them to recover themfelves after fo great a
Confternation of the People terrify’d with
their Danger.  'Whereupon Myrr- Maghmud
refolved to thut himfelf in Candabar during the
Year 1721, and to make it his Bufinefs to put
himfelf in a Condition to defend the City
refolutely in cafe he was arttack’d. In the
mean while he would obferve what Turn Af-
fairs would take in the Court of Perfiz, that
he might form Refolutions according to E-
vents and Conjunétures.

He fpent all the Winter in providing the
Place with all Sorts of Neceflaries, In the

Beginning of the Spring, a Rumour of the

Irruption of the Lefgzans in SZyrwan, and
the neighbouring Provinces, drew his Atten-
tion that way ; and thence he had his Eye on
the Court of Perfia, to fee what Efforts they
would make to defend the Frontiers. But
when he faw them let the Spring, and the
greateft Part of the Summer pafs without
fhewing any Vigor againft the Barbarians ;

B3 That

L.
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That they feem’d no more concern'd at
the Ravage of their fairelt Provinces, than if
lthcy did not belong to the Crown; when
he ‘underflood by his Spies and Corrcfpon-
dents in the Court itfelf, that they were in a
moft ﬁupld Deje@tion, and lamented their
Misfortune withont knowing how to remcdy
it; that they were in want of every thing
that they had no other Troops to a&, nor
Moncy to raife them, and no skilful Gene-
xrals to command them; thatevery onc wou'd
. excnfe themfelves, and avoid ferving at a
iCon;un&ure, where nothing but Difthonour
: could be acquird; and when even, if there
{ was any Hope left of doing fome good, the
* Example of Luft-Ali-Kan fhewed that it
was more dangerous to fucceed than to mif
| carry ; that the King fhut up, and, asit were,
fwallowed up in the Luxury of his Haram,
where he endeavoured to thake off all Thoughts
of his Affairs, and would not hear talk of
them, thinking to keep from him the Evils
which threatned him, by concealing them to
hlmfclf or making as if he did not know
thcm ; that every thing was at the Difcretion
of fome Confidents and Eunuchs, Men
without Gcmus, Knowlcdge Experience, and
as much opposd by the Publick for their In-
capacity, as they were hated for their Pride
and their Avarice ; and that in fine, there was
noUndcrﬁandmrr in the ng no Zeal in the
Grandccs, no 'I‘ruﬂ: in the Pcoplc, no Help in
thc
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the Miniftry ; he imagin’d, that in fo gene-~)
ral a Diforder, wherein all the Parts of the |
Monarchy began to be fhaken, and the Pro-
vinces were abandon’d to the firft Invader,

it wou’d be his own Fault, if he did not come

in for a Share of the Wreck of this Empire, |

and feize on the Provinces that were near his

own, and commodious for his Govern- °

ment; and afterwards pufh his Fortune as

A

far as it would go. He flattered himfelf, he ;
fhould meet with the lefs Obftrution, for that °

the Prince of Georgia had taken an Oath ne-
ver to draw Sword in the Service of Perfia 5
and he need not fear meeting Georgian Troops
in his Way, which he thought the only ones
that could thwart his Defigns. ‘

Upon this he drew his Plan, which was to

begin with the City of Kirman, to feize it, |

and make it a Place of Arms : From whence
he might advance into the Heart of Perfa.
But this Enterprize being more than an Ex-
curfion, required great Forces, and Prepara-
tions to fucceed in it : He employed the reft
of the Summer, all the Autumn, and even
the Beginning of the Spring, in afflembling
a powerful Army, and providing Neceffaries
for it. He fo well concerted his Meafures, that
in “December 1721, he found he had a nu-
merous Army on foot, well fupply’d with
cvery thing, and ready to undertake whatever
he would have them. He left his elder Bro-
ther in Candabar to command there in his

B4 Abfence,
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‘Abfence, and fend him the Succours and Re-
cruits he wanted ;5 and marched himfelf at the
Head of his Army towards Kirman, before
which City he arrived in Fanuary 1722,

We muft not praceed further in this Ex-
pedition of Maghmud's, till we have confidered
the Number of his Forces at his Departure
from Candakar. This is a Point upon which
*tis incredible how many different Conjettures
there are, and what appears moft aftonifhing in
it is, that even thofe who wete in J/paban du-
ting the Siege, are almoft as far from theTruth,
as thofe who living out of Perfiz cou’d nat
judge but by common Reports, and the Re-
putation of Maghmud's Exploits.

" As the City of Ifpahan is the moft famous

in the Eaff, and exceeds Conflantingple in
Bignefs, Populoufnefs, Magnificence of Build-
ings, and Riches: When it was faid that the
Aghvans had made themfelves Mafters of i,
after having defeated the Perfians in twelve
fet Battels, a Circumftance very remote from
the Truth, and had compelled the King to
furrender himfelf a Prifoner at Difcretion ;
onc had a Conception of Maghmud as ano-
\ ther Tamerlane, who drew after him an Ar-
my of feveral Hundred thoufand Men, and
| ravaged the Nations like a Torrent, which
{ mothing cou’d refift 5 infomuch that the Twurks
were alarm’d in the Extremity of Egypr. As
to the twelve fet Battels, they are reduced to
one inconfiderable Battel, and two or three
' Combats
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Combats of -four_or-five thoufand Men. The
reft were nothing but Skirmithes of two or
three Troops of Horfe at the moft. But as
Renown magnifies Objeéts, and one judges
of the Refiftance Perfia made, more by the
Grandeur fhe was formerly in, than by the
Weaknels and Annihilation into which fhe
fell during the Reign of Schab Hufféin, one
could not but prefume fthe muft needs have
been overwhelmed by a terrible Inundation
of Barbarians.

On the other hand, the Europeans who
were in Ifpahan in the Time of the Siege,
and had Opportunities to obferve the Camp
of the Adghvans with their Spying-Glafies,
could not difcover above 14000 Men : Nay,
fome have funk fo low as 8oc0 in their Cal-
culations ; which is not likely to be true, as
to ecither of the two- Numbers ; for how
could one of the greateft Cities in the World,
as Ifpahan is, be fhut up by fo fmall an Ar-
my, that nothing could go in or come out ?
No body deferves more Credit in this Mat-
ter, than the Author of my Memoirs. He
was at Zu/fa, a great Town inhabited by Ar-
menians, half a Leaguc from Ifpaban; and
he_was the lalt European who-left it to-re-
tire into_the Capital, when the Wﬂ
toFarabat, which is almoft contiguous to
Zulfa. :

He took Advantage of the Convenicncy
which that Sitwation gave him, to obferve

the
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the Enemies Army very narrowly, while they
were defiling off to enter Farabat, where it
cncamped. Befides that he coud of himfelf
get {ufficient Knowledge of them, he had ftill
more Opportunity to do it by his Accefs to,
and Favour with Eftk-Aghari, onc of the Ge-
neral Officers of the Rebel Army, on account
of Medicines which he gave him that did him
fome good.

He fays then, that conferring one day
with that General, and asking him, With
what Number of Troops they began their
Expedition ? £fik- Aghar: anfwer'd, That when
they departed from Candabar they were a-
bout ninety thoufand Men. Upon which the
‘Author of the Memoirs infinuating that fome
pretended to fay they were not above four-
teen thoufand, or eighteen thoufand Men at
moft, reckoning four thoufand Men of the
Nation of Bolves which had joined them:
And how, reply’d Eftk-Aghari, can one ima-
gine we thould be fuch Fools, as to come up
to Ifpaban with fo few Troops? There were
above 14000, added he, who fatigued at
the Siege of Kirman, and defpairing of Suc-
cefs, turned back and went home, and many
dy’d at that Siege.

It is therefore certain, according to the
Teftimony of this General Officer, who had
no Reafon to overdo it in this Matter, that
about twenty thoufand Men march’d from
Candahar with Maghmuyd ax his fetting o;t 5

B UL
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put as the Author of the Memoirs obfetves,
there muft be compriz'd in that Number, not
only all the Soldiers, but thofe that took
care of the Baggage, or were Servants to the
chief Ofhicers, and look’d after their Horfess
tho’ the moft confiderable of the Army did not
think it any Difgrace to them to fodder and
rub down their own Horfes. ’Tis very fure,
and unanimoufly agreed on, that there were
60000 Camels to carry their Baggage, and
that fo great a Quantity of Beafts of Burthen
required a great Number of Servants to ma-
nage them. ’Tis true, that in time they were
made Soldiers, and the Slaves they took per-
formed their Offices, 'Tis alfo certain, that
tho’ the Army confifted chicfly of Aghvans
of the Province of Candahar, yet there was
a good Numbecr not only of Aghvans of Ha-
zary, but alfo of Guebres or Gawnrs, antient
Perfrans who worfhip the Sun, of Soldicrs
out of the Moguls Country, and Adventu-
rers of all Nations, who livd by pillaging,
and engaged in Wars only for the Plundcr,
But in fine, every thing being well examin’d
and weigh’d, the Author, who is a Pelander,
and had feen feveral Encampments of Armies
of different Nations in Poland, fuch as Muf-
covites, Swedes, Saxons, Coffacks, and o-
thers, fays, that if a]udgmcnt was made of
Maghnud's Army by comparing it with thofe
he had feen in Ewrgpe, and with the Com-
Pafs of Ground the like Encampmcnts took

in,
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in, the Number of Maghmud's may be about
40000 Men regular Troops. The News Pa-
pers make them 100000, which is more than
double of what they were. Then we may
fafely reckon the Army, at its Arrival before
Ifpakhan, to be 40000 Men. To which if
we add the 14000 that dy’d at the Siege of
Kirman, or left the Service, being weary of
the Fatigue, it may be computed that when
Maghmud march’d from Candabar he had 54
or ssooo Men. But as he might have in-
creafed his Army by the Juntion of frefh
Forces, one can determine nothing with Cer-
tainty, as to their Number. At the moft,
‘when he laid fiege to Ifpahan, it feems plain
that he had not more than 40000 Men ; which
Sicge was the moft confiderable and glorious
Exploit in this great Expedition of the Agh-
vans. :
Maghmud began it with the Siege of Kir-
man, which he furprized two Years before,
and was driven from it a little while after
by General Luft-Ali-Kan. 1 thall not enlarge
on the Situation of that City, of which fome-
thing has been faid already, when Mention
was made of the Check Maghmud met with
there. But I muft not omit giving fome Ac-
count of the Condition it was in, when he
befieg’d it a fecond time. This City muft
have been changed very much from what it
was when Tavernier was there. For he fpeaks
of it as a great ruinated Village, and confe-
quently
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‘quently in no Condition to fuftain a Siege.
When Maghmud attack’d it in 1722, it was
divided into two Parts, the Upper Town and
Lower Town. The latter made no Refiftance,
being delivered to Maghmud by the Town
Guebres or Gaurs that delivered it to him in
his firft Expedition. But the Upper Town
was not fo cafily conquered: General Luf?-
Ali-Kan had fo well provided it with all Ne-
ceffaries for a Siege, after he had driven away
Maghmud, as has been related, that it was
now in a good Condition to make a vigorous
Defence againft the Rebels. It has been ob-
ferved already in our Defcription of the Agh-
wvans, that as terrible as they are in the Day
of Battel, and in the open Country, they are
nothing fo in Sieges, which they don’t under-
ftand. They are not capable of fubje@ting
themfelves to the Method of the Ewurgpeans,
who gain their Ground Inch by Inch, as foon
as they fee no Way of carrying a Place by
Affault ; for after having made an Attempt on
it, if they are repuls’d with Lofs, they pre-
fently give over the Enterprize as impractica-
ble.

This is what happened at Kzrman, where
the Upper Town made fo brave a Refiftance,
that Maghmud loft abundance of Men there,
and was forfaken by 14000 of his Forces,
who difcourag’d at their firft ill Succefs re-
turn’'d back to Candabar.

Their
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Their Retreat made him fear that he fhould
be left by his whole Army, if he was obfti-
nately bent on the Siege; which determin’®d
him to march to Ifpaban, not fo much in
hopes at firft to force fo great a City, as to
engage his Army to advance further into
?Perf 14, that they might think no more of re-
turning home. Pcrhaps he had alfo the Plunder
of that City in View, which muft neceds be
very great, the Riches of the Provinces that
furrounded it being fhut up in Ifpaban. But
he had no Thoughts of laying a formal Siege
to it upon his firft Approach, nor flatter’d
himfelf with being able to mafter it, after
having mifcarried before a little City in the
Province. However, he quite abandon’d
his Defign upon Kirmans; and not having
Troops enough to fpare for a Blockade, he
refolved to deprive it of the Means of fub-
fiting, by ruining the Country all abour it,
which he believ’d would oblige the Place to
furrender. As if a City, which had free E-
grefs more Ways than one, could be reduced
by Famine, whatever Ravages were commit-
ted in its Neighbourhood; which indeed made
great Defolation round the City of Kirman.
From hence Maghmud f{ct forward direttly
for Ifpaban. °Tis about twenty-five Days
Journey a Horfeback from the former City to
the latter, according to Zavernier 5 and as the.
Difference is great “between a Day’s Journey
for aTravcllcr, and that of an Army’s March ;

it



[15]

it muft be fifty Days from Kirman to Ifpa-

ban, or rather more, if we judge of rthe

March of Maghmuds Army by that of Ex-

ropean Armics. But as all the Troops in Per/fiz

are Cavalry, and Maghmud's Army was

compofed of Nations accuftomed to long

Day’s Journeys in their ordinary Excurfions,

and had no Train of Artillery with them,

there is great Likelihood that they made but

14 or 15 Days of it. ’Tis certain at leaft

by my Memoirs, that Maghmund came before

Kirman in Fanuary; the Day of the Month

is not fpecified ; and that on the ecighth of

March following he was within four Leagues

of Ifpaban. Now fuppofing he arrived at

Kirman the eighth of Fanuary, and was fif-

teen Days before the Place, he left it not till

the 23d of that Month, which to the eighth

of March make five and forty Days only..

This March may be faid to be one of the

boldeft that ever was made, not fo much for

its Length, as for the difficult Ways, which

for the greateft part were vaft Defarts, on mo-

ving Sands flying about every where, as dif-

pers'd by the Winds. There was no Water

all along, but what was kept in Cifterns for

the Ufe of the Caravans, placd fo as to re-/
freth them when they put up at Night. But!
thefe Cifterns ferving only for Caravans of 4.
or 500 Men, and 7 or 8oo Camels, were
nothing for an Army of 40000 Horfe, and

60000 Camels with Baggage,

' 2 ' We



L 16]

We fhall have a better Idea of - the Risk
fuch an Army muft run in fuch a Route, by
knowing what happen’d to the Army of Sul-
tan Amurat in a March thorter than Magh-
mud's was, as from Tauris to Ifpaban. A-
murat, as-we are told by Tavernier, having
taken and burnt Taxris, marched towards If-
paban in 1638, in the Reign of Schab Sepbi,
then King of Perfia; who being informed
that Sultan Amurat was advancing at the
Head of an Army of 100000 Men, took no
notice of it, and only faid coldly, Let him
come, we know how to make him repent it,
without being at much Pains about it. Ac-
cordingly he let him come within fifteen Days
Journcy of Ifpahan, and then on a fudden
turning off the Springs every where before
and behind his Army, which being convey-
¢d through - the Country in Canals was
cafy to do, above half of the Turks perithed
of Thirlt in the middle of thofe valt Defarts,
where the Army of Amurat had imprudents
ly engaged itfelf. - The reft retired fhame-
fully, and with much Difficulty.

The Defarts which Maghmud's Army was
to crofs in his March from Kirman to Ifpa-
ban were more impraticable ; but that Army*
had many Advanrages which Amurat’s had
not. The firft,- in that it was compofed of
Troops, who knew what Difliculties they
were to encounter, and what Time the March
would take up.  So that they took the ne-

i 507y 38l ceflary
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ceflary Precautions againft any notable Das
mage which mlght happen. The fecond Ad-
vantage was, in that the 4ghvans and the o-
ther Nations in Maghmud's Army wete wont
to live upon a very little ; infomuch that du-
ring all that long March, they contented
themfelves with fome Corn baked over the
Fire : The chief Officers and Maghmud him-
felf fccdmo no better than the Soldiers. [

The Refolutxon this Leader of the Rebels
took to abandon the Siege of Kirman, and
march to the Capital, was fo fudden, and fo
out of the common Rules, that it was not fo
much as dreamt of at Ifpaban. ‘Twas re-
ported, that after having had the Lower Town
of Kirman betray’d to him, he had attack’d
the Higher Town, where the Governor, who
had Store of Ammunition of all Kinds, pro-
mifed to defend himfelf all that Campaign,
and longer. On this the People at Ifpabar
depended ; the more, becaufe they were not
ignorant of the Unexpertne(s of the Aghvans
in Sieges, and how foon they were tird with
them. Thus it was not doubted, but .that
their Army would come to nothing; and
they knew nothing of the contrary, till it
was advanc'd within a few Days Journcy of
prabzm

"Tis eafy to conceive, what Aftonithment
and Confternation this News, fo little expe&-
ed, muft caufe in a City, where no Precau-
tions had been taken againft an Enemy, who

Vour IL G 108 they,
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they ‘thought was Nine hundted Miles off.
Indeed how could they imagine, that Magh-
#ud would hazard an Army of Forty thou-
{and Men in thofe valt Defarts, where the
fmalleft Caravans.cou'd hardly fubfift.

Neverthelefs, the Danger being f{o pref-
fing, Troops were raisd in hafte in Ifpa-
han, out of thofe People that were beft able
to ferve. Thefe new Leyics were joined
with the King’s Guards, and {fome old Troops
then in the City, making together an Army
of Fifty thoufand Men; which was fufficient

‘at leaft to bear the firft Shock of the Enemy,

and keep them at a Bay.

When they were told that the Rebels were
within a Day or two’s Journey of Ifpahan, it
was debated in the King’s Council, whether
to ftay for the Enemy where they were, or go
forth and mect them. The wifeft Men were
of Opinion, that the City fhould be cover'd
by a Camp well fortify’d, from whence fre-
quent Sallies might be made to inure the Sol-
diers to A&ion, without coming to a general
Battel : That in the mecan time all Paffages
fhould be feiz’'d to cut off the Enemics Pro-
vifions; and it was proper to temporize, to
draw the War out into Length, and give the
Veteran Troops in the Provinces Time to
come to the Afliftance of the Capital. O-
thers, on the contrary, whofe Temper was
more impetuous and violent, and who, ac-
cording to the Manner of the Perfrans, con-

fider'd
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fider'd a Point of Honour more than the Safe.
ty or Ruin of the Kingdom, thought it a
Difgrace to them to temporize with Barbari-
ans, who by the Rathnefs of their Enterprize
fhew’d plainly enough, that they thought the
carrying on a Wat hkc the Inroads and Rob-
beries which they were wont to make on
their Neighbours. They rcprcfented that
twou'd be an eafy Matter to deftroy an Army
of Scoundrels, more usd to plundering than
fighting 5 and beﬁdes, harrafs'd with Faticuc,
and that they fhould not be permitted to
take Breath. They added, that Advantage
ought to be taken of the Ardor and good
Dupoﬁuons of the new Levies and Voluntlcrs,
who demanded nothing but Battel ; and that
that good Difpofition and Ardor wou'd foon
be palld by the Tedioufnefs of a Camp, if
they were inclos’d in it as in a Prifon.

This Opinion was fupported by the Gene-
rals, who, making fure of the Viétory, wou'd
not let othets have the Glory of faving the
Capirtal, and purfuing the War; and was car-
ry’d as the moft noble and gallant Advice.
Whereas the King’s Intereft, and the Security
of the Kingdom, requird Counfels that were
more ufeful and more fafe. The Royal Army,
purfuant to the Sentiments of their chicf
Commanders, advanced towards Giulnabar,
a large Town, four Leagues from I_/lbaban,
on ,thc Side the Enemy was apprcaching its
and without knowing the State of the Rebel

C 2 Aumy,
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‘Atmy, their Strength and Defigns, it was re-
folved to attack them. - The Choice of the
Day was all the Difliculty. For this, Or-
ders were expeéted from Court, aftcr confult-
ing with the Aftrologers for a lucky Day,
“% yvhich was fix'd on the sth of May. 7/

One of the greateft Blunders committed on
this Occafion, was the dividing the Command
of the Army between two Generals, who did

¢ not agree; onc of them was called Mach-
i aet-Wali, the other was the new Athemat
Doulet. Wali, in the Relation that has been
before-mention’d, is put for the particular
Name of their General, which is an Error ;
for Wali is an Office,_like Licutenant-Geng-
™y (ral with us, who, tho’ abfolute in_his Com-
mand, depends on'a Superior. Befides thefe
two Generals, there were two other Lords,
who commanded each a particular Body ;
the firft was Mirza Rofthum-Kan, Brother to
the Prince of Georgia, who headed a Troop
of 400 Georgians of the King’s Guards. The
fecond was Alimerdan-Kan, one of thofe
Lords that poflefs'd hereditary Principalities in
Perfia, whom the publick Voice preferr'd to
the general Command of the Army, as being
an Officer who was thought moft worthy of
it. He had under him a Battalion of old Sol-
dicrs out of his own Principality.

Before the Attack was made, the Manner
of it was concerted by the two chief Gene-
rals, and thefe two Lords. It was agrctcld,

’ that
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that while Rofthum-Kan and Alimerdan-Kan
attack’'d the Enemy by Wings, each-on his .
Side, Machmet-Walz, at the Head of 3000
Amb:, thould take thc Rebels in Rear, and
endeavour to furprize their Camp; and that
then the other General, taking Advantage of the
Confufion which the bre:akmc7 into their Camp
would put them into, fhould fall upon them
in Front, and engage them with the reft of
the Army.  Nothing could be better ordered ;
and the Rebels, as will be feen, had been to-
tally routed, if each had done his Duty ac~
cording as had been concerted. The two
Lords, who were to give the Onfet, did it
with Succefs, and put the Enemies Wings in-
to Diforder. By this firft Shock the Rebels
were a little thaken ; but they took themfelves
to be utterly loft, when they heard by the
Clutter and Cries in their Camp thar it had
been forced, and that Machmer-Wali was
Mafter of it. Thus they were now between.
two Enemies, and now was the critical Mi-
nute for deciding the Fortunc of Perfia.
Myrr-Maghmud, ‘Chief of the Rebels, who
rode an Elephant, faw better than any body
the great Peril they were in, and ordered the
{wifteft Dromedary to be got ready for his
Efcape, if a Change did not happen. ‘Tis
certain, as the Aghvans confe(s'd, that if the
other General of the Royal Army had only
had Patience to ftand in Sight of the Enemy
3 quarter of an Hour longer, without being
C3 any,
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any thing more than a Spe@ator of the Battcl,

'the Rebels had beert utterly difcomfited and

deftroy’d’; and as they were in the middlc of
Perfia, and 400 Leagties from home, they could
never have cfcapcd, and not a Man of them
would have returned to Candabar. But what
will not ]caloufy doy, even at a Time when
common Safety requiires the beft Agreement ?
This General, who did not love .Mac/omez‘-
Wali, and concluded that the latter having
forced the Rebels Camp, and by that means put
their Army inro Corifufion, would have the Ho-

| nour of this great Vittory, had rather all was

loft, than that Machmet-WWali thould acquire

. fo much_Glory. .And having exrended the

e

Front of his Army in the very Inftant when
*twas thought he was going to fall on, he
tutned his Back and fled before the Eriemy
had firuck a Stroke, The King’s Guards find-
ing themfelves abandon’d by the main Body,

“follow’d their Example; though their Com-

mander, at the' Head of fome brave Georgians
his_Countrymen;, fought his way through the
firft Ranks of the Aghwans, who at laft fur-
younded him,and beingoverpower'd withNum-
bers, after he had two Horfes kill'd under
him, he was flain in the ‘midft of the Ene-
my. Alz-Merdzm Kan loft one of ‘his Bro-
thers, and got off With a Wound. “Machmer-
Wali fecing the Diforder the Royal Army
was in, ftay’d no longer to'pillage the Rebels
amg whxch he had forced, but carry’d off
Maghmud's
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Maghmud's Treafure, and joined the Royal
Army in its Retreat. In the Mercury for No-
vember 1726, this General is accus’'d of be-
ing the Occafion of the Lofs of the Battel ;
which is very falfe. He did not then betray
his Mafter ; and if the Perfian General had
done his Duty as well as he did, the Aghvans
had not now been Mafters of Perfia.

Such was the Succefs of the Battel of G-
#lnabat, the moft confiderable that was fought

till the taking of Ifpakhan. The King’s At-

my loft but 2000 Men, The Aghvans had

as many killed, and they did not purfuc thofe |

that fled, being apprehenfive of fome Strata-
gem in fo unaccountable a Flight; befides,
their Horfes were tir'd with their long March,
and not fit to engage the freth Cavalry of
the Perfians, who in the above-mention’d

Mercury are faid to have loft 15000 Men, ,

tho’ the Author of my Remarks, who was A

on_the gmgg_rcduccs their Los to 2000,

The Rebels remain’d entire Maftérs of the
Ficld of Battel, and the Royal Army’s Camp,
where were &Pieces of Canon, that had
not yet been once fird, and where without
reckoning the other Riches, Maghmud found
the Military Cheft, which made more than

Amends for his Treafure taken by Machmet- .

Wals.

*Tis the general Opinion of all thofe that
were capable of judging, that if Myre-Magh-
mud had improv’d his Vi&ory -by purfuing

C4 the
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the Royal Army to Ifpaban, he might have
' enterd and mafter’d it the fame Day without
aBlow. For tho the Lofs of 2000 Men was
| no great matter, yet the Rout of the King’s
Army had ftruck fuch Terror into the Citi-
| zens, that their Heads were almoft turn’d
with it. They ran away from their Houfes
and Shops, which they left open.. They a-
brndon’d to the Rebels whatever they had in
the World, and firaggled up and down with
Looks wild enough to frighten all they
met, {eeking out Holes to hide themfelves,
and not thinking of fhutting the City Gates,
and placing Guards there. Afterwards when
they did think of it, and forcd Men to take
Poft there, they quitted it as faft as they came,
and ran away from the City.

But Myrr-Maghmud, who knew not the
Importance and Extent of the Advantage he
had got, had it not in his Head to artack
Ifpahan. He remained quiet in his Camp
feveral Days ; and what fecms incomprehenti-
ble; the very Man who form’d fo rath and
perilous an Enterprize thro’ Defarts horrible
and dry, on purpofe to infult the Capital of
one of the moft powerful Kingdoms of Afia,
and who faw his Temerity crown’d with Suc-
cefs by the ViQtory he had gain’d, did not im-
prove it, becaufe he was wary and circumfpedt,
and cven timorous ; but when he had nething to
fear, and there was but one Step for him to
mount the Throne, he feem’d to be afraid of his

-2 Lo good
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good Fortune ; and while his Name made all
Ifpahan tremble, and every Body thought he
was juft upon entring the City, he was the
only Perfon who was diffident of his Succefs,
and durft not truft it any farther.

In the mean time, the Perfians, of whom
feveral were preparing for Flight, detach’d
fome Arabs to reconnoitre his Camp, and fee
what was doing there. Thefe Spies found all
Things in Tranquility, and fo little Difpofition
to go upon any new Attempts, that when
they had made Report of ir, fome Soldiers
were fent to bring off the twenty five Pieces
of Canon that were taken, which they ac-
complifh’d without Oppofition from the Re-
bels. For, as they hop’d to return foon
into their own Country, they did not mind
them; and while the Perflans were thinking
of flying on one fide, the Aghvans thought
of retreating on the other.

This Refolution was the Refult of a Coun-
cil of War held after their Vitory ; where it
was confider’d, whether they thould advance
to Ifpahay, and befiege it; or return to Kir-
man, and make another Attempt on that
City, which laft was the Opinion that pre-
vail'd in the Council. .

They thought their Honour was concern’d
in the Conqueft of Kirman, which they had
been forced to abandon. They flaster’d them-
{clves they fhould eafily effet it at their Re-
gurn ; for that they imagin'd the Perfians, dif-
) - couragd

pees
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courag’'d by their late Defeat, durft not take
the Ficld to relieve that City s and alfo for
that having ravag’'d and ruin’d all the Coun-
try about ir, ‘twas impoflible to fupply
the Place with Provifions. They thercfore
promis’d themfelves to reduce it infallibly by
Famince ;5 and their Intention was to canton
their Army about it, and to make it a Place
of Safety during the War. On the contrary,
it appear’d not practicable to them to lay Siege
to fuch a City as Ifpaban. They doubted
not but the whole Kingdom woud be in
Motion to fuccour the Capital; and they
-were not ftrong enough to make head againft
fo many Troops 4%° would fall upon it from
all the Provinces around it; nor well enough
furnifh’d with Neceflaries to run the risk of
‘having their Provifions and Ammunition cut
off on all Sides.

Upon thefe Confiderations it was refolved
to retreat, and march back towards Kirman ;
and the next cight Days were taken up in
preparing for their Departure : all which time
the Aghvans kept clofe in their Camp. But
to leave no Temptation for the Perfians to di-
fturb them in' their Retreat, ‘twas thought
proper to give them an Alarm, to intimidate
and keep them in Awe. Then with this
View, the very Day on which they were
to begin their March back, they fent a De-
- tachment of 9ooo Men towards Ifpaban, as
if it had been the Van of their Army advan-

cing
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¢ing to befiege it, This Detachment was or-
derd to infult the City, and terrify it by a
falfe Attack ; after which they were to cover
‘the Retreat of the Army, and fetve as the
Rear-Guard,

The Refolution was accordingly executed.
The 17th of May the 9ooo Men advanced
towards Ifpahan, and the Army was in a Di(-
pofition to begin their March in the firft Watch
of the Night, The Camels were loaden, and
the Army on the Point of marching to deli-
ver Perfia from the greateft Danger it had
been in a long time, when Schah Hu/fein,
‘who to be freed from all Inquictude need
only to have kept in his Palace a few Hours
in his wonted Tranquility, bethought himfelf
of a Step which coft him his CxoWn, and
that was, to fend an Offer of a vaft Sum of
Money, 1f he would retire.

In the Evening of the 17th of May, aDay
more fatal to Te;f # than the '8th, on which
the loft the Battel of Ginlnabar, at the Inftant
when the Rebels were about beginning their
March back, there came to their. Camp an

efs from Moachmet-I¥ali, the Generalift
hmo of the Forces of all the Kingdom. This
Meflenger had Orders to reprefent to Magh-
" mud, in his Lord’s Name, that he fhould not
give way to thofe flattering Hopes, which his
fitft Succefs might have infpird him. with ;
fince Fortune chang’d daily, and frequently did
not open fair Paths, but to lead to Precipices;
: that
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that there was Danger, and confequently Te-
merity in pufhing too far; and on the con-
-trary, ‘twas Wifdom to know how to be mo-
derate in Profperity, and to fecure the pre-
fent, rather than be carry’d away with Views
more diftant: That if he was capable of
giving into fuch Sentiments of Modecration,
and hearkening to friendly Counfels, he had
it in his Power to return to Candahar with
more confiderable Advantages than he cou’d
cver have proposd to himfclf from the Fruit
of the moft happy Expedition : That he had
brought the King to yicld to fuch a Condition
of Peace in his Favour, as he would have
thought himfelf happy to have obtained after
feveral Years continual Succefs. Which Con-
ditions were as the King had order'd him to
propofe : That his Majefty fhould for himfelf,
and all the Kings of Perfiz his Succeflors,
renounce all Right to the Sovereignty of
Candabar, and the Country its Dependences:
That he fhould acknowledge himfelf to be
Prince and abfolute Mafter without depending
on Perfia; and as he had Occafion for Money
to pay his Troops, a confiderable Sum, to be
-agreed upon, fhould be paid. down at his De-
parture.

Thefe Propofitions, which the Aghvans
did in no wife exped, agreeably furprifed
them, by fhewing them all the Advantages of
a Vi&ory, of which till then they knew not the
Importance. Thefe Men who werc jult getting

aHorfg:
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a Horfeback to return, and fo far from thinking
to oblige the Perfians, that they thought on-
Iy of fecuring their own Retreat, and wou'd
have been very well fatisfy’d to have ftipulated
that they might not be difturbed in it, chang-
ed their Minds, as foon as they found that
their Removal, which had been refolved on
by themfelves, would be fo dearly bought.
They imagin’d the Affair deferv'd further
Confideration, and put off their Departure.
A Council of War was held to examine the
Matter, and to come to a Refolution on the
Propofitions which had been made them.
The Council was much divided in Opinion
about it, and the Difference of Judgments
occafion’d the putting it off; when one a-
mong them ftarted a Medium, between thofe
who were for accepting the Offers of the
Court, and thofe who were for reje&ting them.
His Name was Myangi, and they all came in-
to his Opinion, on which they had long feca -
Value. He was an Indian, had had the Care
of Maghmud’s Education, was very much
clteem’d, and not a little govern’d by him.
The Credit he was in with this Chief of the
Rebels, acquird him as much with the Na-
tion, and gave him great Authority in Coun-
cil, tho’he was a Foreigner. He reprefented,
that if the Word and Faith of the Perfians
could be depended on, they need not hefitate
about accepting fuch advantageous Offers:
That they made War only to obtam, after

abun-
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abundance of Fatigues, what was offer'd thens,
to be freed not only from the Servitude of
the Perfians, but from all manner of Depen-
dance upon them, and to be reftored to the
full Enjoyment of all thofe Rights and Pri-
vileges which their Anceftors enjoyed before
them. But confidering what little Truft there
was to be put in a Nation fo treacherous as
that of Perfia, the Extent, the Strength, the
Riches of that vaft Monarchy ; if they fhiou’d
treat with them, he demanded, Who would be
‘Guarantec of the Treaty ! To whom fhould
they apply, to force the Court of Perfia re-
ligioufly to obferve fuch Treaty, which fhe
made only to rid herfelf of a prefent Embarraf-
ment, and gain Time? Who wou'd prote&
them againft her Power, when being raisd
out of the Dejetion into which fhe was
now fallen, fhe came down thundering upon
them with .all her Forces> However, he did
not thence conclude that thefe Propofitions
fhould be rejeted abfolutely, but that as they
could not depend on the Sincerity of the
Perfians, the Guaranty fhould be contained
in the Treaty itfelf, by infcrting a new Con-
dition, which would fecure the reft ; which
was, That the King of Perfia thould give his
Daughter-in ‘Marriage to AMyrr-Maghmud, to-
octhcr with the Province.of the Aghvans of
Hafkmj ; that all the Nations of “the Agh-
«wans, as well thofe of the Se& of Omar,
as thofe of the Se& of Hali, that were

ded:
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Hafurayans, may be reunited under the Do-
minion of one Sovereign; which wou’d enable
them the better to make head againft the Per-
fuans, if the latter fhould attempt to moleft
them. That befides this, the King of Perfiz
would not eafily be brought to make War
againft his Son-in-law ; and this Marriage
would be a fpecious Pretext to give a Colour
to the Alienation of a Province, the Sove-
reignty of which he could not entirely af-
fign over to another, if he had no fuch fufhi-
cient Pretext to difmember it from the Mo-
narchy, as the Settlement of his Daughter
gave him. :

Mpyangs’s Counfel was receivid with Ap-
plaufe ; and upon this an Anfwer was drawn
up to Machmet-Wali's Propofitions, and the
Exprefs that came from him carry’d it to his
Matfter.

This Anfwer contained Pretenfions which
the Court of Perfiz did not expe&t; and
causd Sufpicions that the General had put
the Aghvans upon making thofe Demands,
from thefe Confiderations.

Machmet-Wali was Prince of Hacvuza, a
Part of Arabia, dependent upon Perfia.
His Territories, which are confiderable, bor-
der on the dghvans of Hafaray, and himfelf
was of the fame Se&t with the Aghvans of
Candabar ; that is, of the Se&t of Omar, the
fame with the 7#rks. His Father, thirty Years
before, endeavouted to throw off the Yoke,

and
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and make himfelf independent of Perfid ;
and he was with fome grounds fufpeéted to
be defirous of accomplithing what his Father
coud not; which raisd a Jealoufy that he
was fecretly in the Interets of the Aghvans,
to engage them to aflift him in the Rebellion
he was projeting; and as they were very
powerful, their Afliftance wou'd be a great
Support to him, which might put him upon ad-
vifing Maghmud, under hand, to demand the
King’s Dauchter in Marriage, with the Cefli-
on of a Province bordering upon his own.
There was further this Appearance of Trea-.
chery, that it was he who taking Advantage
of the Fright the Citizens of Ifpahan were
in on the Approach of the 9gooo Rebels, had
prevail'd with the King to make Propofals to
Maghmnd ; who upon that had made a Stop,
and fent him feveral Propofitions, which the
King might not have heard of, if Machmet-1¥als
had not infinuated what Demands he fhould
ask ; not but that he behav'd like a gallant
Man in the Battel of Giulnabar, as has been
feen. However, his Chagrin to have the Vi-
&ory fnatch’d out of his Hands by the Jea-
loufy of the Perfian General, who fo bafely
and fo unfeafonably left him; and his ima-
gining that the Affairs of the Perfian Court
were not eafy to be retricv’d, might difpofe
him to think of making his Advantage of
the Conjun&ture and Succefles of the Agh-
wvaus, to deliver himfelf from a Yoke which
all Princes bear with Regret,

AR Whether
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Whether the new Propofitions came origi-
nally from the Adghvans, or not, ’tis certain
the Court of Perfiz did not like them ; and
that which feems very odd in it is that of the
two Propofitions, the one of Maghmud's
Marriage with the King’s Daughter, the other
of the Ceflion of the Province of Hazaray,
the King eafily confented to that which he
ought to have made moft Difliculty about with
regard to Intereft of State; and would not
hear of confenting to that which he fhould
moft readily have comply’d with. As Myrr-
Maghmud was already Mafter of a Part of
the Province of Hazaray, which he had con-
querd ; fo Schah Huffein thought he gave
him nothing in giving him the other Part;
but he would by no means agree that his
Daughter fhould be marry’d to a Rebel, who
was not of the Blood Royal. His Delicacy
here was very mal a propos; as if Myrr-
Maghmud, who was no more to be lookd
upon as a Rebel, but about to be acknow-
ledg’d a Sovercign and independent Prince,
was nor otherwife as well defcended as
the Monlabs or Priefts, to whom JSchah
Abbas 1. Grandfather to Schah Hyffein,
and Schah Soleiman his own Father, had with
full Approbation marry’d the one his Sifter,
and the other his Aunt, as we read in Sic
Fobn Chardin's Tryvels, which I have often
cited. ‘Tis true, Schabh Abbas 1. marry'd
his Sifter to a Prieft, in Panifhment for an

Vor. IL D Intrigue
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Intrigue fhe had engaged in 5 but when his Son
Schah Soleiman marry’d another Sifter of Schab
Abbas to a Brother of the fame Mowlah or
Prieft, he did not do it for a Punifhment ; and
the Princefs accepted of the Marriage without
any Refiftance, as may be feen in Sole:-
man’s Coronation, p. 245. and tho’ Soleiman
afterwards advanced thofe two Moulahs or
Priefts to the Dignity of Sedre, that is, Arch-
bithop or Primates, to make the Husbands of
thofe two Princefles more illuftrious; ’tis moft
certain they were no more than plain Priefts
when they marry’dthem. Schah Huffein there-
fore rejeéted the Marriage Article which rela-
ted to his Daughter ; but to foften it a little,
he offerd the Rebels a Sum of Money in
lieu of it.

The Facility with which the King confent-
ed to the moft important of their Propofiti-
ons increas’d their Pride and Infolence, and
they infifted on the other Article the more for
it. They alfo ftood, in their turn, on the
Pundtilio of Honour every whit as mal a pro-
pos as the King had done. For tho® Fortune
had given a good Turn to the Meafures they
took on this Occafion, yet one can’t help ob-
ferving, taking things according to the Situa-
tion they were in, and the Uncertainty of
Events, that nothing could be more impoli-
tick. All the Country they demanded was
yiclded to them in Sovereigncy, with immenfe
Sums of Money ; and they might have gone
home full of Glory and Riches: whereas in
] o boggling
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boggling about the Marriage Article, wherein
Maghmud was particularly concern’d, they ex-
pos'd themfelves not only to the Lofs of all the"
Advantages they had obtained, but even to De.
ftruction. Itistrue, that the Refufal of a Mar-
riage which they propos’d as a Cement of the
future Peace, renderd the Treaty the more
precarious ; but that was not their Confidera-
tion, they confidered it only as their Honour
was engaged in it. They thought themfelves
defpis'd byMen,who did not think them worthy
of their Alliance ;s and the whole Nation tcok
firec upon that : Infomuch that an Accommo-
dation, wherein the moft eflfential Interefts
were provided for, was broken off by a falfe
Notion of Honour, on which both Sides moft
imprudently piqud themfelves. The Agh-
vans would hearken to no Propofitions, and
renouncing all the Advantages which had been
offcr’d them, they refolved to continue the
War till they had forced the Perfrans to grant
them fuch a Seccurity for their Liberty and
Independence as they fhould require 5 or that
a fuperior Force obliged them to retire.

The Court of Perfiz finding the Rebels
were refolved to continue the War, fet about
Preparations for the Defenfe of Ifpaban ; and
the firft Step they took towards it was one of
the greatcft Faults they could have made, and
that which contributed moft to the Lofs of
the Capital of the Kingdom. o
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In the Beginning of this Hiftory, Mention
is made of a magnificent Country Palace,
named Farabat, which Schah Huffein had
built at incredible Expence. This is the
fame Houfe which Gemellz calls Saratabat in
his Travels to Perfia, Lib. 1. Chap. x. but as
to that and other things, one has more Rea-
fon to confide in a Man who liv’d 20 Years at
Ifpaban, than in a Traveller who view’d
things as it were én paffant. This Palace
ftood a little League from  the City, was
encompafs’'d with very high and firong Walls,
and well mounted with Cannon. °Tis certain,
if a good Garifon had been thrown into it
furnifh’d with Provifions, it might have been
a Bulwark to Ifpahan, and have given the E-
nemy much Trouble. But not contented
with giving them a Pretext to continue the
War by boggling at an Article of their Pro-
pofitions, they feemed to give them the Means
of carrying it on at their Eafe, and with all
Commodioufnefs. The firft Refolution they
took when they underftood the Agbvans
were drawing near Ifpaban, was to abandon
that Houfe ; and they did it fo precipitately,
that they did not give themfelves time to draw
off the Cannon to Ifpakhan. So they buryd it.

The Aghvans loft no time in making their
‘Advantage of this Fault. Some Squadrons
which they fent out for Intelligence, no
fooner learnt that Farabat was aban-
don’'d than they haften’d thither, and fciz'd
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the Place the 1oth of March without the leaft
Refitance from the Perfians. They were
immediately followed by the reft of the Ar-
my, who finding it to be a commodious Place
for fettling a Camp with Security, did there
make a Settlement.

The Fault the Perfians committed in lea~
ving Farabat to the Rebels, was not only a
great Damage to the Perfians of itfelf, butin
its immediate Confequence the Lofs of Zu/-
Jf4, a Town in its Neighbourhood. Before I
enter into the Detail of thefe Tranfa&tions, I
think myfelf obliged to give fome Account of
a Place, the taking of which was of fo great
Importance for the Siege of Ifpahan, and
contributed fo much to the Conqueft of that
Capital.

Zulfa is a large Town, big enough to be
call'd a City, inhabited by a Colony of Ar-
menians. ’Tis pretty ncar Ifpaban ; and the
Armenians came fo far off to fettle there on
this Occafion ;
~ About 150 Years ago, Armenia Major was
fubject to the Turks ; but not being able to
bear the Ottoman Tyranny, it threw oft
the Yoke. Schabh Abas the Great, who then
reigned in Perfia, and was a Prince of an en-
terprizing Genius, watched all Opportunitics
to aggrandize himfelf, and did not lofe this.
He gain’d the Love of that Nation by fending
them great Succours of Men, Arms, and Mo-
ney to maintain their Revolt.  When he had
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thus difpofed them-in his Favour, he infinua-
ted that a Jun&ure might happen when Per-
Jfi& would not be able to aid them, as much
as fhe was willing to do, and that his Suc-
ceflors might not be fo well inclin’d towards
them; that they were not ftrong enough to ftand
by themfelves, and if abandon’d would be in
Danger of falling back to Twrkifh Servitude ;
that bcmg firuated as they were between two
potent Empires, they could not fupport them-
felves, but by having a Prop in the one or the
other : So that they had only to think which
would be moft eligible, whether to make their
. Peace with the Ottomans as well as they cou'd,
if they believed they were to be trufted, or
to yield themfelves up to Perfia, whofe Go-
vernment they knew to be infinitely more
mild than the Zurks, and with whom they
might ftipnlate what they thought would be
moft advantageous for them.

While thefe things were talk’d of by the
Emiffaries of Schabh Abbas, that Monarch
fhew’d a great Efteem for the Armenian Na-
tion, and even for their Religion, He was a
very politick Prince, and would fometimes
let the Armenians, who came to Court, fee
a little Crofs he wore under his Robes, giving
them privately to underftand he was a Chrifti-
an in his Heart, but durft not yet declare
himfelf publickly for fear of a Defetion in
the Army ; but if they once united to his Do-
minions, he fhould think himflf ftrong
cnough to epen his Mind frccly,

Thefe
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Thefe Difcourfes touch’d clofely. The Ar-
menians, an cafy, fimple People; believd eve-
ry Word he faid, and yielded themfelves up A
to him ; but whcn he was once Mafter of the
Country, he thought of nothing but how he
might make fureof it; and to prevent any Mo-
leftations from the Turks on that Side, he re-
folv'd to difpeople that Province, and make a
Defart of it, to ferve as a Barrier between him
and the Grand Signior.

To exccute this Proje&, he drew thc Arme-
mnians out of their Country, and difpersd
them up and down in Perfia. Thofe of them
that came from Zulfa, a City of Armenia,
were canton’d near the City of Ifpaban on
the other Side of the River Senderon, where
they fix’'d their Habitations, and in Remem-
brance of their native City gave the Place the
Name of Zulfa. 'Twas a fmall Town at
firlt ; but other Armenians removing thither
afterwards from feveral Parts of Perfia, it be-
came confiderable, not only for Number of
Inhabitants, but for its Commerce. Schah
Abbas was one of thofe Princes that are born
to make a Kingdom flourith, and one of thofe
Genius’sthat extends their Cares to every thing.
Wherefore finding the Armenians were a la-
borious People, capable of Application and
Fatigue, and very thrifty, he thought they
would be very proper for Commerce: But
they being fo impoverifh’d by War that they
could not fet up any Trade, he lent them
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great Sums of Moncy out of his Treafury
without lr?,tfrcﬁ. His Minifters, narrow-foul’'d
Men, rejefented to him, that if he had a
mind to'advance fo much Money, it was bet-
ter his Subjeéts had the Benefit of it than
Strangers, or at leaft he fthould have Intereft
for it. But Schah Abas, a Prince fuperior
to his Minifters as much in Judgmenrt as in
Dignity, fhew’d them that it was more ad-
vifable to referve the Perfians for the Wars,
and not let them degenecrate by trading, for
which they were in no wife proper ; thar they
lov’d Expence, and after they had fquanderd
what he fhould give them, they would go
and fettle fomewhere elfe, and lcave his Ca-
pital without Defence, as had happen’d to
him before, according toZ avernzer, Lib. 1. c. 4.
On the contrary, the Armenians were thrifty
Men, good Managers, and being in rhe mid-
dle of his Kingdom, he had rather they fhould
be Traders than Soldiers. With refpect to
Intereft, he convinced them that he fhould
receive more than they imagin’d ; that if he
put the Money, which lay dead in his Coffers,
to Brokers at Intercft, ’twou’d at moft but
bring him in 15 per Cent. whereas the Trade,
which he was about to enable the Armenians

to fet up, wou'd produce Cenz. per Cent.
"T'was with this View that he cxcepred them
from Service in the Wars, bur permitted to
take Arms for their own Defence, when the
Perfians faild in giving them neceffary Af
fiftance.

»



[ 41 ]

fitance. There are other People in Perfia
on the fame Foort ; that is, they pay certain
Tributes, and are exempted from Military
Services. Thefe are term’d Raja.  As for
the reft, who pay no Tribute, fuch as the
Georgians, they arc obliged to mount a Horfe-
back, and ferve as often as the King requires
them.

Schah Abas not only exempted them
from ferving in the Wars 5 but, that nothing
might interrupt them in their Trafhick, he to-
lerated their Religion, which was freely exer-
cifed at Zulfa, where are Abundance o /“
Churches, as publickly as in any of the Chrifg %'
ftian Princes Dominions in Ezrope. Furthed % !
to protett them againft the Tyranny of his own =
Ofhicers, and that they might have a Perfon
at Court to fupport their Interefts, he ap-
pointed one among themy who under the
Name of Kielenter, was Chiefof the Nation.
Tavernier calls him Kelonter, and Gamellz
Kalenter. This Officer was as the King’s
Licutenant at Zul/fz, and had all the Authori-
ty. To gain him the greater Refpeét, the
King allow’d him to have Szazyrs, a fort of
Sergeants on Horfeback 5 whereas others rode
only Affes and Mules. He alfo aflign’d him
the laft Place among the Grandees of the Court
when the King feafted them. In fine, he
granted them all the Privileges which might
contribute to their Security, and kecp the
Perfrans from molefting. them. True it is,

he
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he tax’d them more heavily than when they
were fubje to the Otfomans 5 but then they
were better able to pay by the Means which
Schabh Abbas had given them to enrich them-
felves. There were among them, even un-
der the later Kings, who were worth from
100000 to two Millions of Crowns ; and there
was one of them, who after he had laid out
immenfe Sums on building Churches, ¢&rc. left
at his Death above two Millions in Specie,
without reckoning Jewels and other confi-
derablc Effeéts.

Thus was Zulfa an Armenian City ; and fo
properly Armenian, thata Muflulman was not
fuffered tolive in it. Tho’ generally ‘twascalled
aTown only, it may very well have the Name
of a City, on Account of its Bigne(s : And 74-
wvernier himfelf, who makes it half a League
broad, fays, it might pafs for a pretty large City.
Gemelli, who does not fpeak of its Largenefs,
fays, 'tis three Miles long, which according to
his ufual Computation, make a League; and
nine Miles about, becaufe of the great Gardens
it enclofes. It is two Miles and a Half from
Ifpaban, according to him 5 Tavernier reduces
the Diftance to balf an Hour’s journey for a
Man on Foot. Both agree, that the Houfes
are generally better built at Zu/fz than at If-
paban 5 of which Zulfais to the South, {epa-
rated from it by the River Senderons from
whence there is a long row .of Tr¢es that
reaches to Ifpaban, and at the End of ;it a
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fine Bridge over that River which leads to
Zu fzz ‘Befides this Bridge there are three o-
thers ; one above that of Zulfa, and the two
others below it. “Tis difhicult to fay exaétly
how far the River Senderon is diftant from
cach of thofe two Cities. Gemelli does not
fpeak of it, and Zavernier contradits him-
felf ; for having faid ar firft, that the Sende-
rou runs between Ifpaban and Zulfa, at an
cqual Diftance; he obferves fome Pages af-
ter, that Zulfz is not above three Musket
fthot from the Bridge which leads to it. This
gives one Reafon to think that the latter is
much nearer the River than Ifpaban 5 and for
the Diftance of the two Cities, it may be
fixed by what the Author of my Memoirs fays
of Farabat, which is farther from Ifpahan

than Zulfa, which by his way of reckoning

is fifteen hnndred Paces, or half a League d1—
ftant. Thefe Particularities feem’d to me not

improper, they relating to a City which was -

the Camp of the Aghvans all the while they
laid ficge to I/paban, and in my Opinion one
cannot give the Reader too much in theDe-

{cription of Places which are diftingunithed by

great Events,
Zulfa being more commodious than Fara-

bat for attacking Ifpahan, the Aghvans made
themfelves Mafters of it the next Day after

they feized Farabat : The Perfians accufe|.

the Armenians of Treachery, in dehvenng
their City to the Rebels'; and the Author o
—my,
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my Memoirs apologizes for them. I thall on-
ly relate the Fa&t as to the taking of ity let
the Reader judge of the Manner of its being ta-
ken, and to whom to impute it.

As foon as the Aghvans became formidable
to the Perfians, the latter began to {ufpe& the
Armenians, for no other reafon than that they
prefumed thofe whom they had ill ufed, wou'd
not be forry to change Mafters. It muft be
confeft, that fince the Reign of the great
Schah Abas great Infringements had been
made on their Privileges by his Succeflors,
yet none of them did it fo enormoufly as
Schab Huffein haddone. I fhall not here enter
into the Detail of their Grievances ; ’tis certain
neither their Lives nor their Eftates were in
Safety. Under the former Kings Juftice was
done them according to Lex Talionis; but
fince Scah Huffein came to the Crown, the
Moulabs pretended it was a thameful Thing
that a Muflulman’s Head fhou'd pay for an Infi-
del’s, that is, in their Phrafe, a Chriftian’s. And
on this Principle they got it to be eftablifhed,
not by Law but Cuftom, inall the Provinces,
that every Muffulman who kill'dan Armenian
thould only be condemned to pay the Defunéts
Family, for their nourifhment as much Corn as
an Afs can carry. A new and fine Law thist
SomcYearsbefore the taking of Ipakhan, a Ma-
hometan Thief broke opena Houfe at Zulfa,
and having pillag'd it, kill'd the Miftre(s of the
Houfe, with her fix Childten. The Neigh-
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bours running at the Cries of the Mother and
her Children, who were murdered, and
feizing the Thief, hurry’d him away with a
great Noife before the King’s own Tribunal,
loudly demanding Juftice, and infiting upon
delivering the Murderer, that Vengeance might
be taken on him according to the Cuftom in
Perfia. The Peoples Minds being much
heated, Judgment was put off till next Day ;|
when Schab Huffein, by Advice of the Mou- |
labs, who ditated the Sentence to him, con- |
demned the Crimjnal to have only his Little |
Finger cut off in the Market-place of Zu/fa, for
a Murder committed upon feven Perfons; on
the contrary, it would have coft an Armenian
hisLife, ifhe had but wounded a Muflulman,
who was breaking open his Houfe.

Ifhall only add one Inftance more, which,
tho’ not {o odious, will however give one an
Idea of the Infolence of the Perfrans with
refpe& to the Armenians ; of whom a very
confiderable Merchant, named Stephen Kar-
delans, having built a very high Wall, for
the Security of his Houle and Gardens, fome
Perfian Lords took it fo ill, that they agreed
together to break down the Wall, and enter
his Houfe: Accordingly they came to Zulfa,
attended with a good number of Men a Horfe-
back, having Elambeaus and Maulfick ; they
demolifhed part of the Wall, and got into
the Armenians Houfe. ‘Tis true, they ﬁolc
nothing ; but they drank there all Night long

and
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and tho’ they took fome Prefents he gave
them, they broke his Arm when they went
away, to let himknow, as they faid, he muft
not think to defend himfelf by Walls from
being beaten by them when they had a Mind
to infult him.

The Armenians might {0 highly refent the
Vexations and Tyranny of the Perfians, as
to render themfelves fufpetted by the latter,

. who had reafon to apprehend that they would

] join the Aghvans as foon as they made
| their Appearance ; and to deprive them ofall
Means of doing hurt, the Perfians difarm’d
the Armemam, making ufe of this Pretext
for it.

It being dangerous to do it witha high Hand
fo near the Rebels Army, it was therefore
proclaim’d at Zulfs, that the Armenians

; +fhould appear at Ifpahan with their Armsin as
| greata Bodyas they could; for that the King’s
l Guards being order’d to march -againft the Re-
bels, his Majefty would do them the Honour
to place them near his Perfon. Purfuant to
this Proclamation a numecrous Body of them
came to Ifpaban, where they were drawn up
in Ranks, as ifto be mufter'd, and immediate-
ly the Command was given, that they fhould
lay down their Arms, and return to Zulfa,
with Menaces, that {evere Fines thould be laid
‘ on all thofe that were found to have Arms in

} their Keeping.

The Armenians of Zulfa are Tradcrs,hand

ave
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have nothing in their Heads but Trade. Thef
are far from being brave, as may be feen by
one Example, which would have been hardly
credible, if the Author of my Memoirs had
not been an Eye-witnefs of it; He tells us,
that travelling in the Year 1718, in Com-
pany with 200 Armenians arm’d, they were
ftopp’d by Robbers, not above cight inall, who
demanded their Money ; fome Armenians of
Kanpalu were of Opinion, that they ought
to bind them Hand and Foot, and deliver them
to the Governor of the next City; but the
Armenians of Zulfa, who were the Ma-
jority, wou'd hazard nothing, and chofe ra-
ther to come to a Compofition with the
Rabbers at three Piaftres a Horfe, which two
hundred Mcn paid to thofe eight Thieves. }Q
But had the Armenians been ever fo brave,
what Refiftance could they make againft the
A'g/wam, when their Arms were taken from
them ? All they could do, when they faw them
coming to Zulfa, was to give the Court notice \
of it, and defirc Succour. They even offerd
to maintain the Troops themfelves ; but their }
Offers and Defires were to no purpofe. In )

S

the mean time the Army of the Rebels ap-
proaching necarer and necarer, they fent |
Advice of it to the Perfian General, who |
promifed them Afliftance ; but failing them
in ii, thcy were obliged to make the belt \
Defence they could; and for two Hours
together they f{uftain'd a very vigorous At-
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taek in the Night-time. They thought of a
}Stratagcm on this Occafion, and made the
Enemy belicve they had a ftrong Garrifon of
Perfian Troops, calling onc another, during
the rime of the Combat, by Perfian Names.
They waited only for the promis’d Succours
to fally on the Rebels ; but no Affiftance
coming, they were forc’d to ftand on the De-
fenfive, and even to abandon a little Intrench-
ment thrown up in hafte, which the Enemy
feized.

Tho’ the Affault was over in two Hours,
the Rebels attempted to furprize the City in
the Night; and a Gaur, who was with them,
havmg found Means to make a Hole in the
Wall, big enough for his Purpofe, an Ele-
phant was brought up to it, and by Mcans of
that Hole he threw down a good Part of the
Wall.

Nazir-Ulla, one of the principal Officers
of the Aghvans, commanded thar Atrack,
and made himfelf Mafter of the Breach.
However, he would run no farther risk in the
Night-time 5 and, contenting himfelf with
placing a good Guard there, he ordered his
Troops to be ready againft the next Day.

The Inhabitants of Zulfa faw then there
was no hefitating abour the Matter, nor any
Courfe to take fafer than to {fubmit to the E-
nemy ; to which End they difpatched the
principal Citizens to the Camp of the Rebels,
to make the beft Terms they cou'd. Indeed

: they
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they had ftaid too long to procure very good
ones ; they were at the lalt Extremity ; and the
Aghvans Mafters of a Breach, which gave them
Entrance into the City 5 fo that they would
grant them no better Terms than to furrender
at Difcretion, and to buy off their Lives and
Goods for Threefcore and ten thoufand To-
mans, about 400000 Pounds of our Money.
To which was added, that they fhould deliver
up fifty young Gitls of the beft Families of the
Arinenians.

Thefe Conditions, the laft efpecially,
were very hard; but they muft fubmit to
them, or be plunderd; and the Deljve-~
ry of the Girls being what could be foon-
eft done, that Article was firlt comply’d
with, "Twas a moft moving Sight, to fee
thofe poor Creatures fnatch’d out of their Mo-
thers Arms, and to hear the Shricks both of
Mothers and Daughters.  All the Women of
Zulfa fill'd the City with Groans and Lamen-
tations. Amidft their Cries and Screeches the
fifty young Girls were taken away, as the
Lot fell, and carried to Farabat, the Enemies
Camp. Their Cloaths, Gowns, Hecad-dreffes,
Diamonds and- Pearls, were all deliverd up
with them, as had been particularly ftipu-
lated. Somec of them were fo affe&ed, to
to fce themfelves in the Hands of Barbari-
ans, that they died for Grief upon their coming
to Farabat.” Even' the Aghvans cou'd not
help being ;movd at this Accident; and
- Yor.lIl, s Pity
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Pity finding Place in their Hearts, they treat-
ed them with more Humanity than one cou’d
naturally expe&t from Men of their Character s
for fearing others might alfo dic in the Extre-
mity of Gricf, they fent thofe back that feem-
ed in fuch Danger; and after they were
Matters of Ifpahan they reftored the Reft to
their Parents, there being much more beauti-
ful Women for them in the Capital.

As to the Article concerning the Money,
the Armenians very unfeafonably rais’d Dif-
ficulties, and paid dearly for their Avarice
the Aghvans, as ruftick as they were, be-
ing too cunning for them. The former pre-
tending that their chief Effe@ts were in Ifpa-
ban, to avoid raifing the Sum demanded ;
the Aghvans took them at their Words, and
oblig’d the chief Citizens to give Bond for
Payment of the feventy thoufand Tomans, ci-
ther when the Capital was -taken, or Pcace
was concluded, if the War fhould end in a
Treaty.

The Armenians thought they had made a
rare Bargain, as thinking there would never
be a Treaty, nor Ifpahan ever be taken; and
if the Aghvans fhould be defeated by the
Succours that were coming from all Parts of
the Kingdom, they would have other things
to think of befides forcing them to clear thofe
Bonds, which then would not do them much
Scrvice. The Argument was plaufible ; but the
Aghvans argw'd otherwife ; 5 and from the Un-
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certainty of their Succefs, did not fo entirely
depend on the Bonds the Armenians had
given them, as not to take Meafures to pre-
vent their being totally fruftrated of the
Effeit.

They therefore let the Armenians under-
ftand they did not believe there was Cafh e-
nough in Zulfa to pay the Sum flipulated ;
but having Occafion of Money, they would
content themfclves with what was then in
the City, and wait for the Reft till the Time
of Payment fhould elapfe. To this End, the
Houfes muft be all fearch’d; which fhould be
done very orderly, and a juft Account thou'd
be given of whatever was found, and Refti«
tution made, after the Sum they were bound
for was dedutted. Sucha Speech from thofe
in whofe Power they were, convincd the
Armenians they were out in their Reckon-
- ing, and had done better if they had paid the
Money down, and not have exposd their
Houfes to be pillag’d inftead of being fearch’d 5
the pretended Searching being indeed a Pil-
lage; which, excepting that there was no
Murder committed, was accompanied with
all forts of Violences and Cruelties, ufual in
the Sack of Cities. The Rebels at firft car-
ried away all the Gold, Silver, Jewels and
rich Moveables, they could lay their Hands on,
after having narrowly look’d into every Cor-
ner of the Houfes. When nothing more
was to be found, they put the Owners to the
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Torture, to compel them to difcover
their hidden Treafute. They haul’d them
out of their Houfes, and baftinado'd them
on the Soals of their Feet till they cou’d
hold out no lonocr, and in thc Excels
of Pains dlfcovcrcd what 'they had concé¢al’d
themfelves, and what they knew was con-
ccal’d by their Neighbours. There was one
Citizen only, ‘Dominique Faques Kardelans,
an ancient Man, of one of the beft Families of
Zulfa, who, tho’ tormented morc than any
Armenian, having received above 4000
Strokes, and loft the ufe of his Tongue for
fome time, could not be compelld to difco-
ver any Perfon. He -cry’d out,” while he
was under the Tortute, They might take all
that was in bhis Houfe, but he knew not what
belong'd to others.

"Twas very difficult to fave any Thing from
fuch rapacious Barbarians, who had made
the moft ftrit Search every where. And itis
generally thought, that whatthe Aghvans got
by Plunder, far exceeded the Sum they de-
manded by Stipulation. They found in the
Houfes of the Kardelans, Brothers, 6oooco
Pounds in Specic ; and about 40000 Pounds
in the Houfe of Arat Cheriman, one of
the richeft Merchants in Z#/fa. The hap-
plc& now was hc who had leatt. The Agh-
vans ufing Violence only to draw Money
out of thcm, the Pootr came off well
enough. The Rebels fold what they had
plundc:d from the Rich to them at the

meancft
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meaneft Prices; almoft for nothing. Thus:
the prefent Rcvolunon in Zulfa, made Beg-
gars of the Rich, and rich Men of the Beg-
gars. TheBehaviour of the Aghvans thew’d,
that they rather thought of making their Mar-
ket, to be gone, than to lay Sicgc to Ifpa-
ban ; which they would never have attempt~
ed, had they not hid Encouragement by Per-
fons even in the Court of Schah Huffein,
who was bafely betray’d.

Though the Court’s abandoning the City
of Zulfa, notwithftanding the repeated In-
ftances that were made for Affiftance; and
the cruel Treatment the Citizens had
met with from the Rebels, was enough to
vindicate their Fidelity ; yetthey were look’d
upon as Traytors, who held Intelligence with
the Rebels, and had deliverd their City to
them 5 and ’tis incredible how the Perfians
were enrag'd againft them for this pretended
Infidelity.

Nothing however was more unjuft than
this Reproach, which the Court dwele much
upon, to lay on the Armenians the blame of |
an Event, which indeed cou’d not reafonably |
be laid to any one’s Charge but their own. |
Their Condu&, with refpe&t to Zulfa, was
{fuch, as every one muft think was with a De- '.
fign to let the Rebels poffe(s themfelves of |
that City. The Court had not only taken
the Citizens Arms away, and fent them no
Afliftance ; but alfo had hinderd Mirza Sef,
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the King’s cldeft Son,. from aflifting them, as
he was preparing to do; for when, difarm’d
as they were, they dcfcndcd the mlelw es againft
the Aghvans, that Princc, who at the Head
of a grear Body ef Cavalry, was marching
towards Zulfa, 1o fupport them, the Per-
fian-General laid hold on the Bridle of his
Horfc, faying, the King would not {uffer him
to expofe himfclf, for fear any ill Accident
{hou’d happen to him, which would difcourage
the Army. Ithasalwaysbeenthought, that the
falfe Politicks of the Court facrificd Zulfa and
the Armenians to the Safery of the Capital 5
in an Opinion, that when the Agbvans had
loaded themfelves with Riches, they wou'd
march off with the Booty they had got.
Thefc Political Refinements are like Chymical
Remedies 5 one runs great Risk in making
ufe of them. The Mifchief of fuch Faults
in Policy is, that a real and certain Good
happens to the Enemy, while the Fruit ex-
pected from it is always uncertain and often
chimerical. If the Court had been fure that
the Azhvans would have returned home af-
ter they had plunder'd Zulfs, their giving up
that City would have been excufable; but
nothing having been ftipulated as to that,
they might well have been afraid without Im-
putation of treachery, that the taking of
Zulfa would make it fo eafy for the Rebels
to ftreighcen Ifpaban, and form the Siege,
as muft nceds be a Motive for them to un-
dertake it. It is true, ‘twas the Advice
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and Exhortation of thofe that afterwards
betray’d the King, which determind the
Aghvans to pufh their Point, and be-
fiege the Capital: But it’s no lefs true,
that inftead of hearkning to fuch Advice,
they would have taken it to have been a
Snare laid in their Way, had they not been
in Pofleflion of Zulfa and Farabat. The
Court of Perfia were thus guilty of two great
Faults : The firlt, in abandoning Farabat, by
which the Rebels got one Foot into Zulfa.
The fecond, in not defending Zwlfa to
the laft Extremity; becaufe they might by
fortifying themfelvesthere, have kept a Com-
municaticn open by the Bridge of Z#/fz, and
have had plentiful Supplies brought to I/pa-
han. Thus had the Capital of Perfiz been
kept outofthe Hands of ‘the Barbarians, who

could not have reduced it but by Famine.
"Twas the roth of March, ashasbeen ob-
ferv'd, when the Azhvans enterd Farabat
and they poflefs'd themfclves of Zu/fz the
fniext Day.  As they at that Lun&ure thought
much more of returning, than of befieging
Ifpaban, they were for lofing no Time;
and becaufe the Day following the 21ft of
March was the firft Day of the Yearin Per/ia,
svhere it begins at the vernal Equinox, they
refolv’'d on thatDay tegive a New-Year’s Gift
to Ifpaban, by a kind of-general Affault
which was rather a Bravado than a real At-
“astack. The River Semderon cutting off all
Communication betwixt the City of I/pahan a
E 4 Mile
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Mile off, and the Aghvan Army on the o-
ther fide of it; and befides, the Bridge being
well guarded, and the Senderon overflowing
the fame Day, the Affailants could not come
near the City. Thus the pretended Aflault
ended in the Exchange of fome Piftol-fhot,
and the firing fome Cannon acrofs the River.
The Artillery was all out of Order, and could
do no great Damage; and the Shoutings on
both fidesdecided nothing, There were fome
Blows given, and Blood fpilt on this Occa-
fion, ncar the Bridge of Abufabat, gnarded
by the Perfians 5 for the Aghvans making
as if they gave ground, to draw the Perfians
away from the Bridge, in purfuit of them
the latter, tho’ veteran Troops, quitted their
Poft to charge them; and the Aghvans fa-
cing about, there was an Engagement, in
which there were about 200 Perfians flain,
who fold their Lives dearly, having kill’d at
leaft as many of the Rebels. Asto thege-
neral Affaule, if it deferves to be fo call’d, it
lafted fix Hours, and ferv’d as a Shew te the
Inhabitants of the City that was to be aft
fauited 5 who got upon their Houfes, which
arc flat a-top in Perfia, and look’d very quiet-
ly and fafely on the Combatants fighting
with a River between them. The Manner
with which the Rebels began the Attack,
raade the Citizens of Ifpaban recover them-
felves a little out from Terror with which they
were ftruck at the Lofs of the Battel of Gink
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nabat. They were alhamed of being allarm’d
arthe Approach of Men, whoappeard fo little
terrible in A&ion : By this'means, what the
Aghvans defign’'d to terrify the People of
Ifpahan, only fcrvd on the contrary to ani-
mate them.

Myrr-Maghmnd had too good Intelligence
in that Capital, not to be informed of the
Mifcarriage of his Attempt, which had been
fomewhat too hafty. He knew they made

et of his general Affault; and that he
had loft more Reputation by that A&ion than
he had acquired by his Vittory at Ginlnabat.
He was heartily vex’d ; and being refolved to
have his Revenge as foon as poflible, he fcarce
gave his Troops a- Day’s Reft, tho’ in truth
he fcarce they were more tired with hollowing
thanfighting. The 23d of March, which was
Monday in ‘Paffion-IWeek that Year, was pitch’d
upon for a new general Affault, in which
Maghmud pretended to retrieve his Repu-
tation. But to enable the Reader to judge
better of this fecond Ac&ion, the moft confi-
dcrable during the Siege of Ifpaban, 1 muft
here briefly defcribe the Situation of the
Place where it happen’d. X

The River Senderon runs South of Ifpahan,
about a Mile from that City. It pafles from
the Weft to the Eaft; and in the Space of a
League has four Bridges over it, at an equal
Diftance of a Mile, leadingto the City.

That
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That Bridge which is moft to the Weft, and
above the reft by the Courfe of the River, is
a very plain one, but very commodious for
the Armenians of Zulfa, who Trade to or
from the Weft ; becaufe, if it was not for
that Bridge, they muft take a.great Compafs
“about, and crofs the whole City of Ifpaban,
to gain the great and long Alley of Tcharbag,
which reaches from that Capital tothe Bridge
of Zulfa.

This Bridge is the fecond in Order, towards
the Eaft ; and leadsto Zulfa, whence it takes
its Name. ’Tis one of the fincft Picces of
Workmanthip that is of its Kind, acccord-
ing to Tavernier’s Delcription of it, towhich
I refer 5 taking notice here only of as much
as relatesto my Subje&, 'Tis 350 Feetlong,
and from 20 to 60 Feet broad. There’s on
¢ach fide of it a Gallery of 25 or 30 Fect
high, and 8 or 9 Feet wide ; fo that one may
pafs in the middle of the Bridge without be-
ing perceived by any one on ecach fide of the
River. Nothing can be a better Reprefen-
tation of it than the Bridges of Paris, which
have Houfes on them ; fuch as the Bridge of
Notre-Dame, and the Change Bridge.

The third Bridge, pafling down the River
Eaftward, is juft fuch another Bridge as that
of Zulfa ; at leaft with refpect to the Galle-
ries on each fide of it, It is called the
Bridge of Gaures, becaufc it leads to their-
Dwellings ; and ’twas on this Account that

= Schab
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Schab Abas the 1. Grapdfather to Schah
Huffein, built it, on purpofe to prevent théir
pafling by thc great Alley Tcharbag, which
before this Bridge wast built, they muft pafs
in their way home from Ifpabhan.

The fourth Bridge is an Old one, a Mile |

below the Ganres, and fomething like the |
firt. 'Tis called the Bridge of Chiras ; it /
being the Road-way from ffpaban to the Ci-
ty of Chiras.
- Of thefe four Bridges the fecond and third
were {o cafy to defend, by Means of their Gal-
leries ; that the Aghvans did not attempt to
force their Paflage that way. The other two
were quite open, The firflt, tho' Tavernier
does not tell us its Name, fhou’d be the Bridge
of Abufabat, at which the Rebels made their
firlt Actack the 21ft of March ; and it was at
the Bridge of Chiras, as my Memoirs obferve,
that they made their fecond in the Manner
we are about to relate.

They came up with all poflible Rcfolutlon
and Bravery ; and while one Part of them of-
fer'd to Ford the River, the other attack’d the
Bridge itfelf, and at laft poffefled it, aftera
vigorous Refiftance. The Officer, who com-
manded at thatPoft, wasan Eunuch; a Man
of a good Head and Heart, as he thewed on
this Occafion. ' His Name was Achmet Aga.
When he faw the Perfians giving way,
and.the Rebelsin Pofleflion of the other
End of the Bridge, he ran thither with fome

old
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oldSoldiers to fupport them, and foon recover'd
part of the Ground that had been loft.| While
both Sides were fighting on the middle of
the Bridge, without any great Advantage on
cither, a Carpenter of Curlande, named Fa-
coub, who was pretty knowing in Artillery,
charged fome Cannon that were upon the Ri-
ver Bank on Ifpaban fide, and having pointed
them againft the Aghvans, and taken right
Aim, he difcharged his Cannon fo well that
he clear’d the Bridge of onc Part of the Re-
bels, and obliged the other to gallop off as
faft as they could. The Eunuch, not con-
tented with havmcr recovered the Bridge,
for the Defence of which he had fought,
follow’d the Aghvans with his beft Troops,
and did great Execution.

The Rebels had been ruin’d, if the Gene-
ral of the Perfian Army, Machmet-IWals,
had fallen upon them on his fide with his
Arabs 5 and the Perfians would have had full
Revenge for their Difgrace at Giulnabar.
But this General, whofe Pay was ‘1000
Crowns a Day, found -his Account too well
in lengthning out the War, to put an End to
it {o foon.

One cannot have a better Conception of the
‘Advantage, .and the Greatne(s of the Setrvice
done to Perfia by the Eunuch Achmet Agha,
than by the Deje&tion and Confternation
this Shock threw the Aghvans into. They
kept clofe in their Camp feveral Days, none

s daring
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daring to appear out of it; and judging of
them by the Caution they took to pre-
vent all Irruption upon them, one would
have taken them for Men who rather expe&-
ed to be beficged, than Troops who in=
tended to lay fiege to the Capital of a great
Kingdom. It was now that they thought in
good Earneft of retiring, and repented of
their not hearkening to the advantagious
Propofals which had been made them' after

the Battel of Ginlnabat. They were willing

to reafflume the Treaty ; and were the firft

to follicite the Armenians to interpofe in thc (

Matter.
Had the latter been difpos’d to take this
Mediation upon them, Perfiz had infallibly

been fav'd ; the Aghvans wanting only anho- |

nourable Gate for them to go out of this Af- |

fair. But fuch was the Situation of the mi-
ferable Inhabitants of Zz;/fa, that they were
not proper to negotiate a Treaty, which cou’d
not fucceed withour thcir total ruin. They
knew how much the Court and City of I/pa-
ban were fet againtt them ; that nothing lefs
was talk’d of thcrc than the Deftrution of
their City by Fire and Sword, as foon as the
Recbels were gone. That the very Women
talk’d fo in the Markets, loading them with
Curfes, and threatning to tear the Armenian
Children out of their Mothers Bellies. Be-
fides this, they judged very rightly, that the
Aghvans would not march homewards till
: they
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they had again fack’d their City; and that
cven the Perfrans would abandon them in a
Treaty to the Difcretion of the Barbarians
that the greateft Part of them had no better
courferotake than to follow the Rebels to Can-
dahar ; and the latter were fo well perfuaded
of it, that they promifed them as a Favour,
sto take them with them, if the Peace
was concluded by their Means. Thefe Con-
fiderations made them deaf to the Sellicira-
tions of the Rebels for their mediating an
‘Accomodation, which they would by no
‘Means hearken to. And this is the ftrongeft
and juftet Reproach that the Perfrans have
againft them; and if cver the latter fhould
again be Mafters, the Armenians have nothing
to think of but quitting the Kingdom, unlefs
;hcy would expofe themfelves to the Fury of
n enrag’'d and powerful Enemy.

While Myrr-Maghmud was in vain pref
fing t he drmmmns to engage in aNcgotla-
tion of Peace—vrith the Perfian Cburt, he
Yearn'd by his~Spics In Ifpaban, and other
Advices, thatthe Perfians thought of nothing
lefs than of attacking him ; and though thcy
had been fo difpofed, they were in no Condi-
tion to undertake it. He found he had taken
a falfe Alarm ; but what encourag’d him
moft was, the new Engagement he enter’d
into with Machmet-Wali. The latter, up-
on the Exclufion of the Athemat-Doulet
was left fole General of the Royal Arn;ly

' The
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The Athemat-Doulet, after having betray’d
the publick Caufe, came off wuh fo flight
a Mortification, and continu’d in the Offic
of Prime Mxmﬁcr Thus Myrr-Maghmud
having nothing to fear on the Part of the Ge-
neral Jethe ?e;f an Army, refolvd to let the
Time flide, and to watch for an Opportunity
to refume his Proje&t more fuccefsfully s
which Refolution was the more fuitable to
him ; for that, if he had really an Intention
to retire, he would have been obliged to ftay
till his Horfes were in Cafe for it, which
were now only Skin and Bones, and not at
all in a Condition for fo long a March.

It is not certainly known, whether Macb-) X
met-Wali, General of the Arabs, had then
formed any Defign to dethrone the King s
‘tis f{till prefum’d that he thought only of
weakening him, and ftrengthning Myrr- Magh-
mud, that he might one Day, by favour of
his Afliftance, render himfelf Independent in
his Principality of Hacvnfa. Certain it is,
ke was then in firi¢t Intelligence with M}rr-‘
Maghmud, who, perhaps, did not difcover | |
to him the full Extent of his Views; and it ‘ ‘;
was not till after he had made fure of Mach- |
met-Wali, that he determin'd to pufh the |
Siege of Ifpahan to the uimoft.

As foon as this Refolution was fix'd, he|
apply’d himfelf to furnifh his Camp with all |
forts of Neceflaries for fo important an En-g
terprize, which he foreaw wou'd run out |

into
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intoLength 5 the Aghvans, as has been ob-
fervd, knowing nothing of a Siege; and he
could have no Hopes of taking the Capital
but by Famine, which would confume Time,
and confequently a great Quantity of Provi-
fions.

The reft of this Month of March, and all
April, he employ’d in getting thefe Provi-
fions to his Camp ; which was facilitated by
a tacit fufpenfion of Arms on one fide and
the other ; for from the 23d of March, when
the Aghvans were repuls'd at Chiras Bridge,
to the Beginning of May, necither Side at-
tempted to pafs the River by which they
were both feparated.

But if the Aghvans did nothmo on the
City Side, they made up for it on that of the
Country, where they plunder’d the neighbour-
ing Towns and Villages, and brought away
all the Provifions and Forage. Somc of the
Towns ftood out againft them, and could not
be forced by them ; but moft of them werc
reduced, by cutting off their Water, and a
great many wecre forfaken by the Inhabirants,
who fled where they cou’d with their Effc&s.
All the Detachments fent out by the Rebels,
returned loaden with great Booty ;5 fo that the
Camp was foon full of all forts of Provifions,
fufficient to fupply them fcveral Months.

" In the mean while Myrr- Maghmud amusd
the Court of Perfia with divers Negotia-
tions; Couriers were always going and coma
ing from Ifpaban tothe Camp, and from the

Camp
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Camp to Ifpahan ; and by the help of thefd
publick Negotiations, fecret ones were carried
on; and fome by Emiflaries, who went by
N mht more than by Day ; fo that Maghmud
hav1n<r bound his Party well together, by
means of his Correfpondents in the Capital,

who informed him of the Condition cvery
thing ‘was in, and being well provided with
all Neceffarics for hazardmo a Siege, refolvd
in the Beginning of May to open himfelf a
Paflage on the River, coft what it would.

He made his Attack at the Bridge of A-
bufabar, the Weltermoft of the four Bridges
over the Senderon, which he had attcmpted
in vain the next Day after the taking of Zu/-
fa. He found not o much Refiftance in the
fecond Atrrack as he met with in the firft.
The Georgians, who had the Charge of de-
fending ir, were for the moft Part drunk or
aflcep ; fo that they were at no more Trouble
than pafling over their Bodies in maftering
the Bridge. This Paflage be¢ing once open, part
of the Army follow’d, and fptead themfelves \ 4
about Ifpaban, Which they began to inveft
on all Sides the fame Day. They then for-
tified the Pafles fo ftrongly, that nothing could
go in or come out of the City.

It was not till then thought in the neigh-
bouring Countries, that the Rebels did fe-
rionfly “intend to form the Siege of Ifpahan 3
People till flatter’d themfelves, that after they
had plunderd Zulfz, and thc Neighbourhood,
Yor. IL they

-
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| they wou'd return with their Booty. In this
Imagination they neglected laying up Stores
in the Capiral ; bur when they underftood
the Rebels had pafs’d the River, and block’d
up the City on al fides, they began to
awake, and to confider how to fuccour it.
This general Movement might have produc’d
fomcthmg, had there been an able Chief to
have kept them wogether, with fuflicient Au-
thority to have unired the feveral Cantons,
and have obliged them to a&tin Concert : But
there was no little City nor Town which
wou'd not a& of itfelf. Further, two Fa-
&tions in the fame City cou’d not refolve to
fufpend their Animofities, to join together a-
gainft the Common Enemy; and, as if the
Rout of the Rebels, and the raifing the Siege
of Ifpahan, had been at their Difpofal, and
in their Power, each Fa&tion would referve
the Glory to itfelf, and was afraid left
the contrary Party fhou’d have a fhare of it
Thus the War was carried on by Parties.
All the different Bodies of Troops, which,
ifjoin’d together, wou’d infallibly have beaten
the Detachments Maghmud fent out into
the Country during the Siege, were defeated
in twelve Encounters, which were call’d
Combats, tho’ not worthy of that Name,
and made a great Noife all over Afis, where
they were talk’d of as {o many fet Battels, in
which the Aghvans had always the Advan-
tage.

ot
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The only one of all thefe A&ions, that
deferves Attention, and may be call'da Com-
bat, was that where a Body of sooco Mcn,
raifed by A/i-Merdan-Kan, Prince of Lo-
riftan, was cut in Pieces by the Imprudence
of his Brother ; for while ‘that General was
making other Levies to joyn thofe sooco
Men, and was preparing a great Convoy for
Ifpahan, his Brother, jealousof the Glory he
was about to acquire, found Means to de-
bauch his Men by giving them Money, and
engag’d them to follow him againft the Ene-
my; but being a raw Soldier, he behaved
fo ill, and led them fo unadvifedly, that the
sooo Men were totally routed, and he him-
felf efcaped with Difficulty, the Fight having
been very bloody.

This was onc of the Perfians moft confi-
derable Lofles fince the Battel of Giulnabat 3
and caufed fo much the more Afflition over
all the Kingdom, by how much the Perfians
had placed all their Hopes in this fmall Body
of the Army, which.confifted indeed of pick'd
Men, and, above all, in the Capacity of the
brave Ali-Merdan-Kan, who had form'd it.

But no Body was fo much concern’d as this
Lord, who was doubly interefted by the Lofs
itfelf, and by the Hand from whence it came.
He was at an infinite deal of Pains to aflemble
thefe sooo Men, chofen Troops, who wantcd
only agood Commander. He pretended not te
give Battel to the Aghvans with a Number of
Men foinferior totheirs; propofing nothingmore
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o himfelf than to force one of their DPofts,
and to make way for his great Convoy, which
was quite ready to cnter Ifpaban. It was
very pralticable, and in all likelihood would
have fiicceeded. °Tis alfo certain, that the
Confidence Pcople had in his Ability would
have animated the Befieged ; and his Vigilance
and Authority, would have been too hard for
the Artifices of a General, who betray’d the
Party which he headed. On the Eve of the Day
when he wasto execute his Proje&t, he faw all his
Meafures broken by the blind Jealoufy of a
Brother, who, tho’ younger, and without Ca-
pacity, had all his Life long been labouring to
fupplant him. This unlucky Brother ob-
tained his End fomeYears before ; and manag’d
his Intrigues fo well with the Eunuchs and
Minifters, that he got himfelf put in his Bro-
ther'’s Place in the Principality of Loriftan,

and the latter to be confin’d at Kirman.
Whatever Caufe of Refentment A/i-Mer-
dan-Kan had againft the Court, he hearken’d
to nothing but his Zeal and his Duty, when
he heard the Aghvans were marching towards
Ifpaban. He made his Efcape from the Place
of his Exile, to go and fupport the tottering
Throne of a King by whom he had himfelf
been firipp'd of his Principality. He was at
the Battel of Giulnabat, and had given cvi-
dent Proofs of his Fidelity and Courage.
Since that fatal Day his {ole Bufinefs had been
to find out Means to fuccour his King inthe
i moft
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moft prefling Neceflity. = All his Cares, his
Credit, and his Wealth, had been thus em-
ploy’d ; and at laft he faw himfelf in a Con~
dition to undertake it, when he found in his
own Brother an Enemy, who ruin’d all his
Hopes. « He had pardon’d his former Trea-
fons, but could not ftand out againft thislaft s
and having him in his Power, he rid him-
felf of him, tho’ not without great Regret,
and very forry he was that thete was no o-
ther way for him to put an End to his Trea-
fons. The Vicory gain’d by the Aghvans
on this Occafion was compleat; but they
made that ufe of their Advantage which Bar-
barians are wont to do ; for having given
Quarter to thofe that furvivid the Battel, and
laid down their Arms only, on their {wear-
ing to fpare their Lives, they cut the Throats
of all of them, a few excepted, from whom
they hop’d to receive great Sums for their
Ranfom.

So black a Perfidy remain’d not without
Punifhment; and on this Occafion it was
that the Town of Ber-Ifpahan, who had
given the Rebels more Trouble than any Ci-
ty in Perfia, began to fignalize herfelf a-
gainft them. This Town is not above three
Miles from the Capital whofe Name it bears.
*Tis pretty ftrong, and fituated as to be able
to make a Defence. The Inhabitants of the
‘Towns and Villages about it, alarm’d by the
Defeat of the Perfign Army, had removed

F3 ; thither
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thither with their Effe&s, as to a Place of Safety.
The Mcn of Ben-Ipahan,ready to take hold of
all Opportunities to fall on the Rebels, were in-
form’d, that the Body of A4ghvans, who had
defeated A/i-Merdan-Kaw's littic Army, re-
treated very negligently, and brought with
them all the Baggage and Provifions defign’d
for Ifpahan, which they found in the Enemies
Camp. On this Advice they waited for their
Return s and falling briskly upon them, they,
without much Difhiculty, defeated Troops, fa-
tigu'd with a long Fight, who not expeéting
to be attack’d, march’d in Diforder, and all
the Security which was a natural Effe&t of fo
late a Vidtory. The Mcn of Ben-Ifpahan re-
coverd by this all the Booty the Rcbels had
taken from the Army of Ali-Merdan-Kan.
They were carrying home the Provifions and
Baggage when Myrr-Maghmud di(daining
that a fimple Town fhouwd put fuch an Af-
front on him in fight of the Capital, which
he was befieging, refolved toe rcvenge it in
Perfon ; and mounting on Horfeback, put
himfelf at the Head of a great Body of Troops,
with which he march’d againft the Men of
‘Ben-Ifpaban, who retird in good Order.
He was receiv'd with more Refolution and
Vigor than he expeted, or had met with
from the Perfians. The Men of Ben-Ifpa-
ban beat him, and cut off moft of the Troops
he had with him. He himfelf was hard put
to it to make his Efcape, full of Confuﬁog
-- an
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and Rage at his being forced to leave, to the
Difcrction of the Conquerors, feveral Pri-
foners of Importance, {fome of them his near-
eft Relations, whom he could not get out of
their Hands. He was no fooner returned to
his Camp, than out of fear that the Men of
Ben-Ifpahan would ufe Reprifals, and treat
their Prifoners as Ali-Merdan-Kawn's Soldiers
had been treated by his own Troops contrary
to their Oath given, and the Law of Nati-
ons ; he in hafte fent an Exprefs to the King,
to pray him to interpofe his Authority to fave
their Lives; promifing that if thofe Aghvan
Prifoners were well us'd, he might expe&t an
Accommodation. TheKing immediately dif-
patch’d an Officer of his Court, namvd Mirza
Raham, whom the Aghvans themfelves con-
dutted to Ben-Ifpahan. But the Officer came
too late ; He faw the dead Bodies of thofe
Prifoners fixed upon Stakes, among whom
wete an Uncle of Myrr-Maghmud's, one of
his Brothers, and two of his Coufins; and
that Officer complaining that the Men of
Ben-1fpabarn had been too quick, they re-
ply’d boldly, That Barbarians who broke
their Oaths, ought not to be furprifed that
they had fo treated thofe Men to whom they
had promis'd nothing. '

This cruel, tho’ juft Execution, deftroy’d
all Hope of a Peace by a Treaty. The Re-
bels, who by the Ufage their Fellows met

with from the Men of Ben-Ifpaban, faw
: F 4 . what
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what they were to cxpe& from the Perfians
if they got the Maftery, refolved to give no
narter ; and the fame Day maﬁ'acrcd all
their Prifoners, as fo many Vi&tims duc to
the Manes of their Countrymen thus treated
at Ben-Ifpaban.

However, they were ftrangely difpirited by
the Check they had jult mct with from thofe
Men. Inftead of prefling the Siege of the
Capital, they contented themfclves with fur-
nithing well the principal Pofts in the Neigh-
bourhood of that Place, and fecuring the Paf-
fage of the Bridge of Abufabat. The reft of
the Army returned to the Camp at Farabat,
leaving but few Troops even at Zulfa.

Here was a fair Opportunity to deliver I/~
pahkan, had it been taken hold of s and that
it was not, wasno Fault of the Armemam of
Zulfa. Tho' the Perfians had accus'd them
of favouring the Aghvans, it is certain the
King had not more faithful and more intelli-
gent Spies than they had been, from whom
he received conftant Advice of whatever pafs'd
in the Rebels Camp, Myrr-Maghmud him-
felf difcover'd fome of them, whom he put
to a cruel Death for their Treachery. When
they faw the Dcje@tion the Aghvans were
fallen into fince their late Defeat, they not
only informed the King of it, but were the
firft that folicited and prcfsd him to take Ad-
vantage of that Conjuné&ure, and to fiifle all
Reproaches, \vcll or ill grounded; they ex-

horted
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horted him to make himfelf Mafter of Zzzlfzz,‘
fhewing how eafily it might be done, offer-
ing to be themfelves affifting in ir, by putting
the few Aghvans that remained there to
Death, as foon as they faw the Royal Army
advance.

True it is, the Aghvans were in fuch a
Condition that the Perfians would have met
with no great Refiftance ; and if they had fe-

cutd Zulfa, the City of Ifpaban had bceng ,

delivered. The Bridge of Abufabat attack’dg

on the Side of Zulfa and that of Ifpahan at
the fame time, could not have held out ; and;
that Paffage being cut off, there would have'
been no Communication left between the
Rebels in the Pofts about Ifpaban, and the
reft of the Army encampd at Farabat ; and
had no other Profit accru’d by this Enterprize,
than opening a Paffage for a great Convoy of
feveral thoufand Camels loaden with Provifi-
ons, which waited for the Moment in the
Neighbourhood, the Place had at leaft been
revittualled, and the Courage of the befieg’d
been rais’d ; for they feared Famine much
more than the Aghvans.

The King highly approved of the Propofi-
tion, and immediately order'd the General to
march with the Army, and put it in Execution.
But the latter, who for fome time had be-
tray’d him, and was fo deeply engag’d with
Myry- Maghmud, that he thought juftly enough
he fhould be undone, and all would come

: out
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out if the King continu’d Mafter, cluded that
Order by making thew of executing it. He
at firt march’d his Army out at the City
Gates, but foon after march'd them in again
under various Pretences. Sometimes he faid
he had Advice, that A/-Merdan-Kan’s Ar-
my, the Defeat of which was not yet known,
were juft upon arriving, and the Jun&ion of
their Troops would render the Exccution of
the Proje& more certain ; and fometimes he
feemed to doubt the Sincerity of the Arme-
mnians, and did not think it fit to truft the
only Army the State then had on their bare
Word. And as the Perfrans ftood in need
of him, and durft not fecm to f{ufpe& his Fi-
delity, they were forced to accept his Excu-
{es, and lofe the faireft Opportunity which
ever offer’d for the Deliverance of the City.
"Twas about the fame time, that News
came of the Defeat of Ali-Merdan-Kan's
Troops, which they had not heard of before;
and what augmented the Defolation which
this Misfortune caus’'d, was further Advice
that therc was no Hope of Succour from the
Prince of Georgia ; which happen’d thus:
When the King was inform’d of the Lofs
of the Battel of Giulnabat, the Rupture of
the propofed Accommodation, and the Ap-
proach of the dghvan Army towards I/pa-
han, and faw he was like to be befieg’d, he
thought the fureft way to frec himfelf from

this Embarrafsment, was to fend for the Prince
of
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of Georgia, on whofc Capacity and Valour he
might rely. The Difliculty was how he
fhould regain that Prince, on whom the
greateft Affront had been put, by fignifying-
to him an Order for him to return home, juft
as he was about breaking in upon the Lefgi-
ans with an Army of 60ooo Men; and it
could not but be known that hec had then
fworn at the Head of his Forces, never to
draw Sword for the King, or the State. The
King was forry after he had carry’d things -
with fo high a Hand, to fee himfelf oblig’'d
to have recourfe to the Georgian Princes but
fuch was the Extremity to which he wasdri-
ven, that ‘twas refolv’d to fet every thing a-
fide, and endeavour to regain and appeafe
him; for which Schah Huffein took the beft
Courfe that could be. He fent him the moft
magnificent Prefents; to thefe he join'd a
Letter, the Contents of which did not run
fo much upon Juftification and Apology, as
his Sorrow and Excufes for what had pafs'd,’
conceived in fuch Terms as might more than
make him amends, coming from a King tg
his Vaflal. He confefs’d he had been in the
wrong to (natch the Arms out of his Hands,
when he was on the point of chaftifing his
Encmies, and thofe of the State; and ac-
knowledg'd at laft, notwithftanding the Sufpi-
cions which had been without grounds rais'd
againft him, that he mever had a more true
and faithful Friend. He then fhewed him,

that
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that the Time was now come for him to prove
himfelf fo, by giving him eflential Marks of
his Friendfhip in the prefling Neceflity to
which he was reduced ; and after having fet
before his Eyes what -he had done upon Oc-
«cafions for his Family, and his whole Nation,
he added, that if Gratitude obliged him to
nothing with regard to him, fomething was
‘at leaft owing to the Blood of the Princes,
\Reftomn-Kan and Koftrow-Kan his Brothers,
and fo many Georgians, whom the Aghvans
had moft barbaroufly murderd. On Prince
Vachtanga's Anfwer to this Letter depended
the Safety or Lofs of the Kingdom for it is
ftill the general Belief in Perfra, that if that
Prince had only made a Shew of marching to
the King’s Afliftance, the Aghvans would
not have ftaid for his coming, but have made
what hafte they could home: Spite  pre-
vail’d on this Occafion ; tho” when the Voice
of Duty was too weak, that of Compaflion
at leaft ought to have been heard.  Pachtan-
ga faw his King fuppliant, as one may fay,
upon his Knees, imploring his Protettion in
the moft extreme Peril, without being mov'd.
A Word only would have favd him ; and
fuch was his implacable Refentment, that he
refusd him even that. But to prove that
when a Perfon is wanting to his King, he is
wanting to himfelf, and that when a Throne
falls, thofe to whom it was a Support muft
fall with it, Heaven permitted that Prince

2 Z  Vachtay,



[77]

Vachtanga thould be one of the firft Vidtims
of his own Hard-heartednefs; for after the
taking of Ifpahan, the Turks made an Irrup- |
tion into Georgia, when it was drain’d of Sol-l‘
diers ; and Vachtanga being in no Condition
to refit them, was forced to fly. He took
Refuge at Petersbourgh in Augufl, 1725, and
found there more Compaflion in his Misfor-
tunes than he had had for his King’s; the
Czarina giving him a very kind Reception,
and afligning him an honourable Penfion, on
which he has fubfifted ever fince 5 a Fugitive
outed of his Dominions, to which there is
no Appearance that he will ever return.
When allHope of Succour from Georgia was
over, the Perfians began to conccive new
Fears. For the firft Alarms on the Arrival
of the Aghvans, and the taking of the
Bridge of Abufabat, had not for fome time
given them much Difturbance 5 tho’ the latter
being in the Enemies Hands, the City was
fhut up by it, and all Communication from
without cut off. They hop’d the News of |
the March of Pachtanga would have rid |
them of an Enemy who block’d up the City, |
but that was all. They made no Attempt to(
force it; or if they did, they appeard to be
fuch Novices in Attacks of Places, that their
Affanlts were only a Sight for the Citizens
of Ifpaban, who from their Houfes Tops
look’d on them as fuch for their Amufement.
The fitlt Months of the Sicge pafs'd in-this
e In manner,
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manner, the Inhabitants of the Capital living
in as great Security as if they had not been
befieged. But the Defeat of all the fmall
Bodies that were coming to their Afliftance
at laft awaken’d them, and renewed their
Difquiets both in Court and City, efpecially
when they defpaird of Pachtanga’s coming,
*Twas believ’d that all thofe fmail Bodies of
Troops which the Rebels had beaten, mifcar-
ry’d in their Enterprizes more thro’ want of
Condué& than want of Zeal, and by enga-
ging the Enemy apart; whereas if they had
been all joined under one Chief, whofe Au-
thority might be fufficient to unite them, and
kcep them in fome Order, their Enterprizes
would have been more fuccefsful.

They caft their Eyes on Prince Thamas,
Schah Huffe:n's third Son, to be their Chief.
His two Eldeft had aircady been in their Turn
declar’d Succeflors to the King their Father.
Mirza-Seft, the eldeft of all of them, took a
Difguft in a Month’s Time, as is feen in its
place, or perhaps we are made to believe fo.
The fecond Son, who was afterwards fubfti-
tuted in his room, was more unhappy; for
the Eunuchs, who were Mafters of every
thing, having taken Umbrage at his Condutt,
got him to be again confin’d in the Haram,from
whence he had been taken. Thofe that have
{uffer’d Outrage to a certain Point being ne-
ver brought upon the Stage again, and the
Name and Authority of a Son of the King

< SO TR et being
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being wanted to unite all the Provinces, and
all Partics under one and the fame Command,
the third Son was preferr’d to his two elder

Brothers, tho’ he had not yet appeard in the
World.

He was for this purpofe taken out of the

Haram, as the Kingdom’s laft Hope ; and toé

qualify him to compel Obedience, the King/
declar’d him his Succeffor in the Throne with
great Solemnity. He alfo made him his
Licutenant, with full Power throughout all
Perfra. After he had been puBKc'kgfy recog-
niz’'d as fuch, the Queftion was, how he might
with Safety pafs through the Rebels, who in-
vefted the City on all Sides. A good Efcorte
of soo ftout Soldiers were pick’d out of the
Band called Kagiat’s for that Service. They,
were hardy ﬁ%?ﬁﬂy Fellows, of approv'd
Fidelity. They tonducted him fo well by
private Ways, that maugre all the Obftacles
they met with, the Prince was in twenty-four
Hours March upon a Stretch brought to a
Place of Safety. _

Prince Thamas was now in a Condition
to att; but he did not find things in the good
Difpofition which the Court flatter'd them-
felves with. Moft of the People in the Coun-
try round about Ifpahan were difhearten’d
with the ill Succefs of all their Attempts, and
had retired into remoter Provinces. It was
not eafy to make them return, and reafflem-
ble to oppofc the Rebels,  As to the Troops

on
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on the Frontiers, thofe that wete on the Box-
ders of the Lefgians could not quit their
Pofts, which, fo weaken'd were they by fe-
veral Lofles, they could hardly maintain. The
fame Excufe ferv'd for thofe that were pofted
~on the Turkifb Frontiers. Others excus'd
| themfelves on account of fome pretended
| Privileges granted them by Schabh Abbas, by
vertue of which they faid they were not to
ferve any where but on _the Frontier.  Others,
quite difpirited by ill Succefles, werc gone
home, where they in Peace look’d on the
Tempeft, by which they were themfelves to
be foon overwhelm’d. “Twas to no purpofe
for Prince Thamas to fend Order after Order,
telling them that the Neceflities of the King-
dom, and the Danger of the Capirtal, teady to
fall into the Hands of Barbarians, ought to
prevail over all other Confiderations. He
was not able to make hinifclf fear’d, and his
Orders therefore’were not obey’d; the leaft
. Pretence was fufficient to difobey him.. Thus
{tho’ there were 56000 regular Troops on the
Frontiers, 20000 towards Karabegie on Tur-
lkey Side, 9ooo Kagians on the Side of Tar-
I2ary, 12000 towards Hyrcania and Mount
| Caucafus, and 7000 on the Borders of the
\Great Mogul, Prince Thamas could get little
‘or no Succour.

There was another Militia in the Kingdom
cftablith’d by Schab Abas, which would have
been very ferviceable to Prince Zhamas, if

they
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they had not been negleted in the laft
Reigns; efpecially that of Schabh Huyffein.
It confifted of the Nobility to whom Schah
Abas gave Lands, on Condition they fhouw'd
ferve with a certain Number of their Vaials
when required ; fomething like the T7mariots
in Turkey 5 excepting that thofe T7mariots are
only for Life, and a fort of Commanderies
which defcend not to their Childern ; whereas
in Perfia they are Hereditary, which was the
Occafion of ruining thac Militia. For having
been a hundred Years in poffeflion of thefe |
Lands from Father to Son, ever fince the Reign, |
of Schah Abas, they look’d upon them as
Eftates of the Family : And the little Care that |
was taken to keep them to their Duty, gave
them Reafon to think {o. A Piece of Negli~
gence the more blameable, for thar this Mili-
tia confifted of 300000 Men, and were a {ure
Reflource on any fudden or prefling Occafion 5
but now were come to nothing, for want of
being employ’d from time totime. Whence
it was, that hardly any of them appear'd at
Prince Thamas’s Summons. Moft of them
pretended they were not oblig'd to march,
but in a general Expedition, where the King
commanded in Perfon; and if fome of them
furnifh’d their Contingency, by fending a few
of their Peafants, thefe Soldiers, ill paid, and
worfe difciplin’d, had not march’d half Way,
before they were as much fatigued, as others
arc at the End of a Campaign; and return’d
Your. Il G Home
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Home again. Prince 7hamas finding (o little
Zecal and Afliftance in the natural Subjeéts of
the Kingdom, who as Perfians ought to have
interefted themfelves more in the Prefervation
of the Monarchy, expetted much lefs from the
Fidelity of the little Princes. dependant on
Perfia, who did not think fo much of
fuccouring it, as of taking advantage of the
prefent Diforder of Affairs to fhake off their
Dependancy; a Servitude they endute no
longer than they are compell’d to it, ' nor
than when they can fet themfelves free
with Impunity. Thus the Prince’s going
out of Ifpahan produc’d nothing of what
was expected for the Relief of the City; and
all the Benefit it did the King his Father, was
the preferving him as a laft Refourcc for the
Royal Family, in thc Fall with which they
were threaten’d.

*Tis evident by what has been faid of the
ill Difpofition in which Prince Thamas found
Things when he was at Liberty to a&, that
he was by no means in a Condition to do any
thing confiderable for the Deliverance of I/pa-
han. He cou'd not get out till about the
latter End of May at fooneft, and the City
being furrounded towards the End of OéZe-
ber, the Space of five Months Time between
them was not enough for him to get a fuffi-
cient Strength ro relieve it ; efpecially con-
{idering how difinclin’d the People were to
that Service.

However,
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However; there are fome who pretend this
Prince might have done more than he did.
What Grounds they have fotr it I can’t tell.
They fay there was Defign and Artifice in i,
and that it had been fuggefted to him, that
if the Siege of Ifpaban was raisd, it might
well happen to him, as to his two eclder
Brothers, who after they had been declared
Succeflors to Schah Huffein, were degraded
thro’ the Jealoufy and Intrigues of the Eunuchs,
and confin’d in a Comcr of the Hamm,
without Hope of ever getting out again:
That upon this Suggeftion, he refolv’d to let
{fpaban be taken, propofing to him(elf tocome
afterwards at the Head of all the Troops of
the Kingdom to drive away the Aghvans,
wihch would fecure to him his Right of Suc-
ceflion to the Crown, and rcnder it incon-
teftable.  Thefe Sufpicions are perhaps ill-
grounded: but it muft be allow’d, that Prince
Thamas’s Condult contributed a great deal
to ftrengthen them. For while his Father/
was reduc’d to the laft Extremity in Ifpaban,
he palt his Time in Diverfions and nuptial Re-
joicings ; infomuch, that he receiv’d the fa-
tal News of the takmcr of the Capital, the|
veryDay he was married with the utmoft Pomp,
and in the midft of Fire-Works and Illumina- !
tions made on that Occafion. This dreadful
News put an End to the Feftival, which was’
not at all fuitable to it.

Gz In
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In the mean time, the Citizens of Ifpaban
finding no Advantage by the Prince’s leaving
the City, that the Aghvans thut them up
clofer every Day, and that there was no Pro-
fpe& of any Succour, grew tumultuous, and
ran to the King’s Palace, which he had not
ftirr'd out of from the beginning of the Siege
to that Hour. They cry’d out, that ‘twas a
Shame to fuffer themfelves to be undermin’d by
little and little, without one bold Effort for
their Dchverance and fince there was nothing
} to be expeéted from Without, they demanded
to be led themfelves agamﬁ the Enemy,
“while they were yetable to fight. They were
referr’d tothe General, who never wanted Rea-
fons to elude their Inftances. Sometimes he
amus’d them with the approaching Arrival of
Prince Thamas : fometimes he feem’d to com-
ply with their Zeal, and wou'd put himfelf at
the Head of aNumbcr ofthem, as if he wou'd
attack the Enemy ; but they were fcarce out
of the Gates, before he had fome Excufe or
another to bring them in again : as particu-
larly, that the Hour was not favourable, the
Perfians being very fuperftitious, and much
given to obferve Hours and Seafons.

But it not being poffible in their prefent
Situation, to amufe the Peoplc any longer,
who grew weary of Delays, and loft all
Patience, they mutiny’d, and crowded again
and again to the Haram, ctying out, Let the
ng put himfclf at our Head, and lcad us

againft
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againft the Enemy. Good Words were at
firft given them, and they were put off with
a Promifc of the King’s Anfwer the next
Day. But the People not trufting to this
Promife, cry’d out again, that they woud
fee the King ; and the Sedition increasd fo
much, that the Eunuchs fird Ball on the
Multitude out of the Palace Windows, which
difpers'd them, and fupprefs’d the Sedition
for that time, tho’ it had a very ill Effe&
afterwards.  For the Citizens feeing there
was no Hopes of any Help from the King,
who flept over the Miferies which threatn’d
him, and cou’d not be drawn out of his
Palace, as much as his Life and Crown were
in danger, loft all Courage, and every one
thought of himfelf only, and how to deliver
himfelf from the Danger which feem’d inevi-
table. To this End they withdrew in fuch
Numbers by little and little, with the tacit
Connivance of the Aghvans, who were not
forry to fee the City difpeopled, that when

the Famine came upon them, and they re- |

folvld to try one Effort, there was not
People enough left to make it.

Achmet-Agha, the brave Eunuch who fo

well defended the Bridge of Chiras, and had
fignaliz’d himfelf on feveral other Occafions,
fecing how things were going, and that all
woud foon be loft, if the People did not
recover their Spirits by fome vigorous Action,
put himflf at the Head of fome old Troops

G3 which
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which he commanded, and attempt’d to force
one of the chief Pofts of the Aghvans. The
Blow wou'd have been the more important,
for that if it had fucceeded, the City wou'd
have been reviGtual'd for a long time, there
being feveral Thoufand Camels loaden with
Provifions three Leagues off, which Convoy
waited only for the opening a Paffage to
enter Ifpaban.  Achmet attack’d the Poft
very valiantly, and had without doubt car-
lry'd it, if Machmet-Wali had contributed
| ever fo little towards it ; but the latter, inftead
of fupporting him, bafely forfook him, and
himfelf and his Troops were repulsd. Mach-
met-WWali fearing hisR emonftrance, was before-
hand with him, and complain’d to the King,
that the Eunuch had encroach’d upon his Office,
and fought on his own Head; that his Sally
was unfeafonable, and had loft a Part of the
King’s beft Soldiers. The King fuffer'd him-
felf to be imposd on by this Mifreprefenta-
tion, and being accuftom’d to fall out with
no body but thofe that ferv’d him beft, was
very angry with the loyal Eunuch when he
return’d, and chid him for fighting without
¢ Order.  Achmet bore all his Anger with the
{ Bravery he fhewed in Battel. He told him
{ plainly he was dupe’d by a Traytor who be-
{ tray’d him, and endeavour’d only to palliate
k his Treafon, when by the Extremity of Ta-
mine he fhould be reduced to deliver himfelf
to the Aghvans ; that as for his own Part,

4 he
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he would meddle no more, but would dye;
at his Majefty’s Feet before. the Traitor (hould
gain his Ends ; that he might not have the Af-,
flittion to fee him pull'd from his Throne by
the Treachery of a Wretch in whom he con-
fided, and who was more his Enemy than the |
Agbfuezm themfelves. He them withdrew, |
and his grecat Soul not being able to bear
fuch unjuft Reproaches, he took Poifon, and
the next Day was found dead in his Bed. He
was generally belov'd and efteem’d, and ac-
cordingly univerfally lamented. Every body
mourn’d for the Lofs of the only Man that
had hitherto kept up their Hopes; and his
Lofs threw thofe into Defpair, that had not
till then look’d on their State as defperate.
The Aghvans never thought themfelves fo
fure of taking the City, as when they heard
of his Death ; which their General took care
to acquaint them with, as foon as himfelf
knew it. Achmet was the only one of the
Perfian Generals, whom they dreaded for his
Conduct and Courage; and it is certain, if
he had been General in the room of Mach-
met Wali, they would not {o obftinately have
continw’d the Siege of Ifpahan. Thouch he
was an Eunuch, he had nothmg of the Mean-~
nefs of that Sort of People, and would fomee
times {pecak to the King with that Freedom
and Refolution, which none were capablc of
but himfelf. As this one Inftance makes ap-
pear; in that he once by his own Authority
G 4 took
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took the Meat defign’d for the King’s Table,
and diftributed it among the Soldiers, making
ta Jeft of the Houthold-Servants who carry’d
the Difhes, and telling them, Neither the King
inor the Courtiers would ever think of a Re-
imedy for the Famine, while their own Bel-
lies were full.  Schab Huffein's Lofs in the
Death of this faithful Servant was the greateft
he ever met with ; and tho’ he was concérn’d
at it, ‘twas not fo much as he ought to have
been. Thus fell a Man, whom the Perils of
War had fpard, by the Malignity of Envy.
Indeed it was Schab Huffein’s Fate to do
himfelf more Mifchief than his Enemies cou’d
do him, and to part with his moft faithful
Servants, as foon as they were in a Condition
to make others afraid of them.

By what Achmet faid to the Dome-
fticks concerning the Famine, when he
took away the King’s Dinner, one may be
fure it rag'd all over the City, This Scarci-
ty was alfo a Confequence of the King’s and
his Minifters ill Policy, who if they had been
direéted by the Aghvans themfelves how to
bchavc moft for their Advantage, could not
have done otherwife than they did.

For, as if thcy thought there was not
People enough in Ifpaban to confume the
Provifions there as falt as might be, the firft
Ordinance that was publifhed on the Arrival
of the Aghvans, even before the Paflages
were closd, and one Side of the City lay

2 open,
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open, was a general Prohibition that none
fhould leave the Capital; not only Citizens

who had Houfes there, but Foreigners, and !
all thofe that were there upon Occafion. This

firft Fault was not the worft 5 the next was ftill
greater ; which was an Order to admit the
Inhabitants of the neighbouring Towns and
Villages, driven thither by the Fear of War,
and they were there very welcome : which fo

fill'd it with ufelefs Mouths, and all Sorts of !

Rabble, that tho’ the City is very great, and
the Streets very wide, there was hardly any
pafling in it,

Though fuch a valt Multitude muft make a

prodigious Confumption, the Hope of Suc- |

cours to free the City in a little while, hin-
der’d the taking any Precautions for Supplies,
and Provifions continu’d at a reafonable Price
till the End of May: They grew dearer in
time, yet the Price was ftill tolerable. In Fu-
Iy and Augnft the Citizens began to eat Ca-
mels, Mules, Horfes and Afles, and there was
noother Meat in the Markets. A Horfe’s Carcafs
at the End of Augu? was worth 1000 Crowns.
In September and Oéfober they eat Dogs and
Cats, of which fo many were devourd, that
one would have thought the very Species was
Joft there. The Author of my Memoirs re~
ports, that he faw a Woman in the Hollan-
der’s Quarter holding a Cat in her Hand, and
going to ftrangle it, and tho’ the Cat in defend-
ing itfelf had made her Hand all bloody, fhe

3 did
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Jdid not let go her hold, but at every new
'Claw or Bite fhe receivid, would cry out,
\ Thou firiv'ft in vain, Il eat thee for all that.
Corn - failing in September, a Poudd of
Bread was fold for thirty Shillings, and in
October forabove fifty. TheCity of Ifpahan be-
ing fo full of Trees, thataccording to Tavernier
it looks more like a Foreft than a City, Part
of them was fell'd in the Famine Time, and
the Leaves and Bark fold by the Pound. The
i Roots of Herbs made into Meal were eaten.
| Shoe-Leather being boil'd was for a time the
{ common Food ; at laft they came to eat hu-
{ man Flefh, and the Streets being full of Car-
cafles, fome had their Thighs cut off private-
ly. For this Inhumanity was not tolerated ;
and fome being taken eating human Flefh,
they were baftinado’'d forit. But the Fear of
Punithment did not hinder the increafing of
the Evil, which grew at laft to an horrible
Excefs. For feveral Children were ftolen and
caten, half dead as they were of Famine ;
and that the moft monftrous Barbaritics, which
we read with fo much Horror in the Relations
of the moft cruel Famines, might not be
'wanting in that of Ifpahan, there were Mo-
| thers who kill’'d and cat their own Children.
The Mortality, which is the incvitable Con-
| fequence of the like Calamities, was anfwe-
' rable to the Excefs of Mifery in Ifpakhan. It
was fo great, that no Care was taken to bury

the dead Corps, which were flung out into
the
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the Streets in fo great Numbers, that there
was no going without pafling over them, to
which People at laft accuftom’d themfelves.
But notwithftanding this Diforder, whichany
where clfe would have cans'd a Plague, If-
paban was prefervd by the Serenity of the
Air of the Climate. However, there being
fuch Heaps of Carcaffes in every Strcet, the
Citizens threw them time after time into the ’
River Senderon, on that Side where it run
neareft-to the City. The Quantity {o thrown -
in was fo great, that the Water of the River
was totally infetted by it, and fo corrupted,
that it was a whole Year before it was drank,
~or any of the Fifh caten that was takenin it.
People of Quality fuffer'd as much as the
Vulgar ; and one may judge of their’ Suffer-
ings in general by the Streights to which a
Perfian Lord was reduced. This Lord having
fold all he had by Piece-meal to fubfift his
Family, finding there was no more Food to
bc had, he refolv’d to deliver himfelf and
them from a cruel Famine, for which he faw
no Remedy ; and having order'd a Dinner a
lirtle more fumptuous than ordinary, he pri-
vately poifon’d all the Meat, fo that himfelf
and all his Family, even to the meaneft Do-
mecftick, found an End of their Miferies;
none of them, himfelf excepted, knowing

how it came.
But what is more furprifing than all I have
faid, is, there was a poor blind Man in Ipaban,
who
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who before the Siege, and during the whole
Courfe ofit, liv'd only by begging, and was alive
when the Aghvans made themfelves Mafters
of the City, where he continu’d his old
Trade of begging, and flill liv'd by it under
their Dominion ; which was not a little ex-
traordinary, that in a Place where the
Wealthieft dy’d of Hunger by thoufands, Pro-
vidence fhould take care of the Subfiftence of
a Beggar, who deprivid of Sight had nothing
but his Voice to help him. This Example is
at leaft proper to fhew us, that Beggary has
Refources which fometimes are not found in
the greateft Riches. -

I cannot better finifh this Account of the
Mortality in-Ifpahan, than by a Computati-
on of the Number of thofe that dy’d, which
the Author of my Memoirs tells us he thould
have been better able to give in, if he had
not found Means to get out of Ifpahan before
the End of the Siege. He reports, that
when he arrived in Europe, he read Letters
from the Armenians of Zulfa to fome of their
Countrymen in the Place where he was, im-
porting that there dy’d in Ifpahan during the
Siege 10,40000 Perfon. Upon which he fays,
that as he durft not affure one that the Number
of the Dead ran up fo high; fo that after
having been on the Spot himfelf, he durft
not deny it. Certain it is that the City of
Ifpakan is a great deal bigger and morc po-

pulous
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pulous than Conflantinople ; that by the Con=
courfe of the People from the Country Towns,
and Villages in the Neighbourhood who fled
thither on the approach of the Aghvans,
there was more thandouble theNumber of Peo-
ple in the City than before. And after it was ta-
ken, there were not 100000 Soulsin the Place.
Upon all which, the Reader may compute
as he thinks fit; obferving (as does the Author
of the Memoirs,) that from the Arrival of
the Aghvans at Farabat, not 20000 had pe-
rifh’d by the Sword. As for the Aghvans,
they loft very few Men after they began to
inveft the City. Not that they were not
within reach of the Cannon of I/pahan,where
there were 400 mounted in feveral Places;
but tho’ every one of thofe Pieces was dif-
chargd 400 times at leaft, which makes
160000 Shot, they were {o ill fir'd, that there

were not 400 Adghvans kill'd by it. One !

may judge ofthe Skill of the Perfian Engi- °

neers, by a Queftion of the 79pli-Bafzy, or
Great Mafter of the Ordnance, who when
the Rebels arrivid at Giulnabat, ask’d the
Englifb at Ifpahan, if there were Cannon in
Europe that would carry twelve Miles ; and
if they thought there were any Guns among

his, that would carry as far as Giwlnabat 2
When Myrr-Maghmud was inform'd by
his Spies, that he had nothing to apprehend
on the King’s Part, who was deprivid of all
Means of doing him Hurt by the Divifions at
Court
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Court and ill Councils; that the City was
every Day more and more weaken'd by the
Mortality and the Defertion of the Inhabirants ;
and that the Eunuch Achmet- Agha, the only
Man he fear'd was dead, he thought of no-
thing but ftrengthning his Pofts; and fecuring
the Avenucs to Ifpaban, to hinder any Suc-
cors entring the Place. And as he doubted
not but he fhould foon reduce it by Famine, fo
he made no Attack for two Montbhs together.
He fent back thofe Perfians that had yielded
themfelves to him ; and fometimes he maffa-
cred them to ftrike Terror into the reft. Ne-
verthelefs, he ftill carry’d on a Negotiation
with the King for the Surrender of the City:
and tho’ this Prince confented to every thing,
cven to his Abdication, Maghmud fpun out
the Bufine(s into Length, purely to augment
the Mifery of the Citizens.

*Tis true, he might have forced the City
in the Beginning of Ocober, if he had florm’d
it, as his principal Officers wou'd have had
him do, reprefenting to him that the Con-
fternation which would feize all Perfiz on
the News of the Sack of the Capital would
very much facilitate the Conqueft of the reft
of the Kingdom : and that befides, he could have
no better Title, according to the Laws of ithe
Alcoran, to mount the Throne, than by con-
quering Sword in Hand. But Myrr-Maghmud,
who knew well that he ran no Hazard by
delaying, and was not willing to abandon the

' King’s
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King’s and Grandee’s Treafurcs to Pillage,
which muft have been done, had the City
been taken by Storm, put it off on various
Pretences, whatever Inftances were made to
him to give the Affault. Sometimes he pre-
tended a Regard for his Troops, which
were too dear to him to be needlefsly ex-
pos’d 5 and at other times, that fomebody at lealt
fhou'd be left alive for them to command in
Ifpaban.

While he was thus eluding the Sollicitations
of his chief Captains, the Negotlatxons with
the Court were ftill carry’d on; and the Ex-
tremity of the Famine having at laft taken
hold of the King’s Palace, as well as the reft
of the City, Neceflity reduc'd that Prince to
follicit the Conclufion of a Treaty, the firft
Article of which was his own Dethronement,
which he feem’d more eager about, than
Myrr-Maghmud himfelf.

In fine, on the.28th of Ofober, Schah
Hujffein, who had nothing left in his Palace for
his Subfiftance, came to his final Refolution s
and to prepare Mens Minds for it, after ha-
ving cloath’d himfelf in Black, he went
out of his Palace, and ran thro’ the prin-
cipal Streets of the City of Ifpahan, deplo-
ring his and his Kingdoms Misfortunes with
Sighs and Groans. The Mifery and Defo-
lation to which he faw the Pcople reducd,
touch’d him when it was too lare. He
did his utmoft to comfort them, telling

them
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them that the new King wou'd govern them
better ; excufing his own ill Condu& by the
Advice of his Minifters, for which he ap-
pear'd mightily troubl’d. The melancholy
Words, and the Fall of a Prince who was
driven from his Throne after a Reign of
twenty-cight Years, had all the Effet one
can imagine on his Subjelts, who never had
an Averfion to him; and by his extreme Hu-
manity, a Virtue little known to his Prede-
ceflors, he had always made them bear with
him, tho’ they defpis'd his Indolence and his
flavith Subje&tion to his Eunuchks. But what-
ever Reafon there was to condemn his Mif-
government, and tho’ by his Weaknefs and
Carelefsnefs, he had dug the Pit into which
he was falling, yet his Faults were forgotten,
and their Hearts were wholly taken up with
his Mifery. The Greatnefs of his Difgrace,
fwallowed up all other Refle&tions; and the
People being more troubl’d for theirKing than
for themielves, abandon’d themfelves to La-
mentation, and made more piercing Cries,
than all the Horrors they had endur'd during
along Siege cou'd force from them; which
were heard even as far as Zulfa.

In the midft of this dreadful Defolation,
Schah-Huffeinreturn’d to his Palace; and the
next Day, the 22d of O¢fober, he difpatch’d
Plenipotentiaries to the Camp of the Agh-
vans, to conclude and fign the Articles

AP GERT T of
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of Capitulation 5 which wete agreed on and
fign'd the fame Day.
~ And on the Day following, the 23d.of
O&tober, remarkable for fo firange an Event,
the Aghvans fent Horfes for the King, and |
his principal Officers; there being not one
lett in Ifpaban, where all were eaten during
the Famine. Schab Huffein and his Train
mounted the Horfes the Aghvans had fent,
and went thro’ the City towards their Camp.
Tho’ the People had been prepared for this
Ceremony, they had much ado to fupport
themfelves at the Sight of it. They did not
burft out into Cries, as they had done two
Days before: A fullen, doleful Silence ex-
pre(s’d more Sorrow; and was more moving
than their loud Laments. And in their won-
dring, ghaftly Looks one miight {ee that {uch
Altonifhment, Pity; Conflernation, and De-
fpair had feiz’'d their Hearts, as ftifled all Com-
plaints. In the mean time, Schabh Huffein ad
vanced (orrowtulily to his fine Houfe at Fara-
bat, in an Equipage very different from the
Rdyal Pomp with which he was wont to go
to that Palace of Pleafure, adorn’d with all
that Coft and Art could produce to render it
delightful. It was the only Houfe whofe
Prefervation he had at heart, as has been al-
ieady obferv’d, and the firft which his Rebel
Subje&ts took from him. His Minifters and
Officers . griev'd more for their Mafter’s Dif-
grace than he did himfelf ; becaufe they
Vor. IL H fore-
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forcfaw better the difmal Confequences of it.
They follow’d him with down-caft Looks,
and ‘an Air of Confufion and Defpair ; in
which might alfo be ditcovered the fecret In-
. dignation of mortify’d Pride reduc’d to creep

to Barbarians, whom the leaft Subalterns at
Court were wont to treat/ with the utmoft
Contcmpt and Infolence.

While Schah-Huffein was drawing near the
Camp of the Aghvans, the Chicts of that
Nation endcavoured, tho’ in vain, to prevail
rwith Myrr-Maghmud o go forth and meet
him ; which was decent for him to do, inaf-
much as the King was to be his Father-in-law :
\ But Myrr-Maghmud, as is common with Pez-
fons advanced on a fudden above their natu-
ral Sphere, who are always fearful of doing
too much, was not gain’d by thcir Reprefen-
tations, but proudly refolvd to expett the
King in one of the Halls of the Palace 5 and
when he enter'd, would hardly move aftep or
two to receive him.

Schah-Hu/ffein, on the contrary, no foonet
faw him, than he ran to him with open Arnis,
and after having embrac’d him, and kits'd him
with great Tokens of Fricndfhip, he took his
Crown out of his Bofom, and put it on his
Head, declaring him, in Prefence of the Gran-
dees of both Nations, his Succeflor to the
Throne, to the Exclufion of his own Chil-
dren and their Pofterity. He then pray’d him,
according to the Conditions of the Treaty,

to
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to regard him for the future as his Father ; not
to meddle with his Wives ; to treat the Prin-
ces of the Blood Royal as his younger Bro-
thers, and to rake care that they wanted no»
thing in the Haram, where they were to be
fhut up according to the Cuftom of Perfia.

He alfo recommended to him the good
Government of the Kingdom; an exatt
Diftribution of Juftice ;5 not to overburthen
the Pcople with extraordinary Taxes, and
to content himfelf with what they had been
accuftom’d to pay.

Whether it was that Myrr-Maghmud ob-
ferv’d that his Haughtinefs had difpleas'd
the Grandees of his own Nation, or that the
King’s humbling himfelf and yielding up
the Royalty fo frankly, had mollify’d his
hard Heart, he began to thew a little more
Humanity, and invited Schah-Huffein to fig
down with him on a Sopha; where he
took a lower Scat for himfelf, and gave him
the left Hand, which is the Placc of Honour
in Perfia. Schah-Huffein, after this, deli-
verd to him a Writing fign'd by himfelf
and all his Minifters, which transferr'd the
Sovereignity to him and his Family ; with-
out ftipulating any thing more for the King
and his Children, than the Prefervation of
his own Honour and the Lives of his Chil-
dren. Upon which the Mufi7, or Chief
Priett of the Aghvans, advancd ; and having
faid fome Prayers over the depos'd King
2 and
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and the new one, both bending before him,
he pronoun’d afet Form of Curfes and Ex-
¢crations which he threaten’'d fhould fall on
the Head of cirher of the two who broke
the Articles both had agreed upon.

‘As foon as this Ceremony was over, the
Grandees of both Nations did Homage to
the new King according to the Manner of
Perfia: that is, by proftrating themfclves
thrice before him and afterwards kifling his
Knees. The fame Day the Aghvan Troops
were fent to take pofieflion of I/pahan.
They pofted themfelves in the principal
Quarters of the City, and fecured the Royal
Palace, which was open to them. At the
fame time, a General Amnefty for what had
paft, was proclaim’d: and the next Day, the
new King, attended by the Perfran Mini-
fters, and the Chief Officers of his Army,
march’d to Ifpahan ;s while Schah-Huffein
with an Efcorte of Aghvans took another
Way to it.

Sultan Maghmud, (for fo we muft now
name him,) made his Entry into the Capi-
tal with all the Splendour of a Conqucror.
He went direttly to the Palace of the Per-
JSan Kings; and being conducted to the
ftately Hall, where thofe Kings were inftall’d
‘at their Acceflion to the Crown, and re-
ceiv'd the Homage of their Subjelts, he
placd himfelf on the Throne, and took the
Oath of Fidelity of the Minifters of Sratc,

' Eunuchs
4
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Eunuchs, the Grandees of the Kiugdom, the
principal Citizens of Ifpaban, and the Mili-
tary Officers: All whom he afterwards mag-
nificently treated. The fame Day Provifions
were brought into the City in fuch Quan-
titics, that as much Bread might have been
bought for one Crown, as the Day before wou’d
have coft two hundred: which was a great
Relief to the famifh’d Citizens. The Procla-
mation of the Peace, and the Security which
was in Ifpaban, by the good Order and
Difcipline of the Aghvan Soldiers, invited
all thofe together again that had left it du-
ring the Siege; by which it was foon re-
peopled. ‘

Myrr-Maghmud finding himfclf in the
peaceable pofleflion of the Throne, figna-
liz’d the Beginning of his Reign by an
A& of Juftice which one would not-have
¢xpetted from an Ufurper; and he was
very * politick in doing it. He caufed all
thofe who had correfponded with him to
be feizd and executed for Treafon in be-
traying their Sovereign ; their Memory was
branded with Infamy, their Eftates confifcated,
and their Bodics left without Burial. There
was none but Machmet-Wali, General of
Schabh Huffein's Army, whom he was con-
tent only to imprifon for Life; becaule as
‘twas believ'd, he had taken an Oath not
to put him to Death. But he feiz’d his
Eftate, and beftow’d the Hereditary Princi-

H 3 pality
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pality of Havufz upon a Coufin-German
of Machmer’s, who had fervd in the Agh-
van Army; engaging to put him in pof-
feflion of it, as foon as he could bend his
Arms that Way. He declar’d openly that
there was no Good to be cxpetted from
Men who had betray’d their King; and that
they would betray him in his Turn, if Op-
portunity offerd.

On the contrary, he fhew’d a great deal
of Efteem for the Athemat-Doulet, who
had been very faithful to his King, and
teflify’d publickly, that hc took well his Re-
firitions to the Oath of Allegiance when
he was fworn; and humbly pray’d thar it
might not be expeted of him to draw his
Sword againft Prince Thamas. Which was
a laudable Inftance of Fidelity : but we
muft allow that it came a little too late,
after the bad Service he had done his old
Mafter in turning his Back fo unfeafonably
as he did at the Battel of Giulnabar. °Tis
true, what he then did was more out of
Jealoufy of his Colleague in the Generalfhip,
than with Defign to betray his Mafter: but
the Damage done Schah Huffein by it, was
not the lefs; and that Defertion was the
firt Caufe of his Ruin.

Nothing can be more rcafonable and
wife, than Sultan AMaghmuds Condu&t in
his Difpofal of the Adminiftration of his
Government. He confiderd that if he em-

ploy'd
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ploy’'d Minifters of his own Nation, it
would be long before they would under-
ftand the Management of Affairs: and be-
fides, the Publick would not have the fame
Confidence in Foreigners, as in their own
Countrymen. On this Account it was, that
he kept the Prime Minifter in his Place,
and had a particular Efteem for him:
and all other Minifters in their feveral Ju-
rifditions were continued. But not to truft
too blindly to their Fidelity, he joyn’d one
of his own Nation to each of them ; from
whence he reap’'d double Advantage: for
at the fame. time that thefe Overfeers had
a firi@ Eye on the Condu&t of the Perfian
Oflicers, They alfo inftruéted themfclves in
the Bufinefs of the feveral Qffices.

There was only onc . Poft, that of D:-
van-Beg, or Chief Juftice, which he be-
ftow’d on an Aghvan, a Man of known
Probity, as the Perfians themfelves acknow-
ledg’d, in the Courfe of his Miniftry; and
were furpris'd to {ce Juftice difpers’d with more
Integrity, Uprightné(s and Difintercftedne(s
by a Foreigner and a Barbarian, than it
had ever been by their own Magiftrates.
Indeed the new King fo well regulated Mat-
ters, and govern’d with fo much Equity and
Moderation, that it may be faid of him,
that he only wanted a lawful Title, and a
Right to reign, better acquird, and lefs
gdious, to bg a Prince without Reproach.

' H 4 Sultan
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Sultan * Maghmud employ’d a Month in
fettling Matrers in the Capital; and having
well cftablifh’d his Power there, he thought
of fccuring it abroad. He had the old King
and the Princes of the Blood, except Prince
Thamas, at his Mercy in Ifpaban; and no-
thing could have given him any Difturbance
in the poflfeflion of the Throne, if Prince
Thamas had been alfo in his Hands. He
judg’d rightly, thac as long as there was a
Sprig of the Royal Famﬂy remaining at li
berty, it would not be cafy for him to fe-
cure the Sovereignty in his own; and that
the Perflans would always be ready to take
hold of any Opportunity to return to the
Obedience of their old Mafters: which de-
termin’d Sultan Maghmud to reduce the
City of Casbin, where he underftood Prince
T hamas then was.

He gave this important Commiflfion to
Aman- U//a, a Commander in whom he put
moft Confidence, and who was next tQ
himfelf the chief Man in the Nation and
Army. He gave him 8coo Men of his beft
Troops, and fent him about the End of
November to Casbin, with Ordets to demand
the Place: and in cafe it was not furren-
der'd to him, to take it by Force; and
cfpecially to fcize Prince Thamas, and f{end
him to Ifpaban. He reckon’d that if he con’d
once make himfelf Mafter of the City of
Casbin, which heretofore was the Capital of

the
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the Kingdom, till Schah-Abas the Great
remov'd the Court to Ifpahan, the other
Cities of Perfia-would follow her Example
and fubmit. ;

The City of Casbin was very much fal-
len to Decay in 150 Years time; for fo long
ago it was that the Kings of Perfiz ceas'd
to make it the Place of their Refidencge,
Tavernier {pcaks of it as a grear Village, per-
haps becaufe 'tis encompafs’d with Walls, and
half of it is Gardens: but f{o are moft
of the Cities in Perfia. ’Tis fituated in the
Province of Hierak- Agemi.

Prince Thamas, who was then there, having
Information of the Aghvan General’s March,
and of his Defigns, left the Town which was
defencelefs, bid the Inhabitants make the beft
Terms they could with the Rebels, and re-
ferving himfelf for fome other Occafion, re-
ti'd to Tanris.

The Citizens of Casbin being taken un-
provided in a City open on all Sides, and
having no Troops to oppofc the Aghvans,
receiv’d them without any Refitance.  Aman-
Ullz finding himfelf Mafter of {o great a Ci-
ty, did not forget himfelf, but refolv’d to do
there as Maghmud had done at Ifpaban, and
got as much Riches as he could; which he
exa&ed in fo violent and tyrannical a manner,
that he provok’d the Inhabitants to enterinto
a fecret Confpiracy againft him and his 4gh-
wans, who being difpersd up and down the

' ' ‘ City
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City in Caravanferas, and publick Houfes
as well as private, were the more eafily to be
mafter’d. The Confpirators, who were in-
deed the greateft Pare of the Citizens, agreed
to fall upon them in the Night-time; and
becaufe an extraordinary Signal might have
alarm’d the Aghvans, there was to be no o-
ther than blowing a Horn, the ufual Way
of calling People to the Bath. Meafures be-
ing concerted for this Enterprize, the Inhabi-
tants obferved that the Aghvans got toge-
ther in the Afternoon preceding the Night
when it was to be execurted, in greater
hafte than ordinary. They thought by
this that they were difcoverd; and to go
through with thcir Work before they were
prevented, they took Arms immediately, and
fell upon the Aghvans, who tho’ furpriz'd,
defended themfelves at firft well enough, but
at laft were overpower'd by Numbers, and
4000 of them put to the Sword. The reft
fled in the greateft Diforder imaginable, lea-
ving their Baggage and all their Pillage be-
hind them.

‘Had the People of Casbin, when they laid
this Plot, got Troops ready to intercept the
Runaways, or had Prince Thamas known of
it, and placed an Ambufcadc to cut them off,
which he might eafily have done, and then
have march’d to Ifpahan, where the Inhabi-
tants would infallibly have rifen at his Arri-

yal, he without doubt would have recoverd
the
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the Crown, and not an Aghvan wonld have
been left alive. Of the 8ooo Men whom A-
man-Ulla brought to Casbin, the choicelt
Troops of his Nation, half were kill'd in
Casbin ; soo of thofe that efcap’d the Fury of
the Pcopleretir'd to Candakar 5 and as tothe
others, of whom the greateft Part were wound-
ed, feveral dy’d of their Wounds, of Cold,
Hunger, and Want, fcarce 1000 of them fi
for Servicereturned to Ifpabhan. Their Gene-
ral Aman-Ulla,who washimfelf wounded dan-
geronfly, was curd by the Skill and Care
of a French Surgeon named Hermet 5 but out
of too great Greedinefs of Wealth, he not
only loft what he had pillag’d at Casbin, bur
alfo what he had heap’d up before, which
with his Baggage he left to the Difcretion of
the Men of Casbin.

The Remains of this broken Army returned
to Ifpahan in Fanuary 1723. The Confterna-
tion which feiz’d the Aghvans on the News of
this Defeat, and of the fad Condition which
the few Soldiers who fav'd themfelves were
in, was fo great, that if the Perflans of If-
pahan had known how to make their Advan-
tage of it, they were able to have deftroyd
their Conquerors by a general Rifing: But
there being no body to head them, and cach
Man jealous of his Neighbour, and all be-
traying one another, they gave the Aghvans
time to look about them, and rccover out
of the Fright they were in; after which

Magh-
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Maghmud alted the moft cruel and bloody
Tragedy that cver was known.

This Ufurper, who faw with a Glance of
his Eye the Danger hc was in, and that he
ow’d his Safety only to the Cowardice and
Bafenefs of the Perfians, perceivd that with
the few Aghvans he had, who were not the
tenth Part of the People of Ifpaban, he was
every Day expos'd to Deftruttion, if they
fhould cver come to the Knowledge of their
own Swrength, or any Perfian Lord have
Zcal and Refolution enough to undertake any
thing : This Confideration ftruck him fo
home, that not thinking himfelf fafe in Ifpa-
han, as long as there were Perfrans enough
left there to make head againft him, if they
had a mind to it, he refolved to maflacre
them, as we are about to relate.

He chofe the 25th of Fanuary for this
ftrange Execution. In the Morning he fent
to invite 300 Perfian Lords and chief Citi-
zens to a royal Feftival, and as faft as they
came they were murder’d, and their dead Bo-
dies, after they were ftripp'd, flung naked in-
to the Squarec of Meidan, jult before the
King’s Palace. None of the maffacred Per-
fians was more pity’d than the Son of Mirza
Roftom, of the Houfe of the Princes of
Georgia. He was a Youth of about twelve
Years of Age, who had been adopted even by
onc of the Aghvans. He threw himfclf in-
'to the Arms of fome of the Chicfs of that

Nation,
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Nation, conjuring them with Tears to fave
his Life. They kept him in the middle of
them, and would have fav’d him, but he was
fnatch’d from them, and as he ftuck to a Tree,
the cruel Butchers {lew him without Mercy.

Maghmud was not contented with the Death
of the Perfian Lords; that there might re-
main none of their Race, he caus’d their
Children to be alfo maflfacred with the {ame
Barbarity, or greater if poflible. There were
about 200 young Gentlemen, as well Per/i-
ans as Georgians, who were bred up in a
College to acquire Learning, and the Know-
ledge of military Exercifes. Thefe were ta-
ken thence, and led out of the City ; and
when they were in the Country, the Agh-
vans let them go, and bad them run for
their Lives ; which the poor Lads cndeavour-
ing to do, thofe Barbarians follow’d them,
as if they had been hunting of Game; kill’d
them in Sport, and ftrow’d the Field with
their Carcafes. The Pretence for fuch hor-
rible Cruelty was a fham Plot faid
‘to be formed by thefe young Gentlemen
againft the Life of Maghmud ; but the Ufur-
per’s Aim was to fecure his Ufurpation by
the Extin&ion of all the Nobility.

The unmerciful Fury of this Barbarian
ftopp’d not there. There remain’d about 3000
Perfian Soldiers of Schah Huffein’s Guards,
and others who had fworn Fidelity to the U-
furper, and had ‘been ‘incerporated in  his

Troops.
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Troops. He was afraid thefe Men would up-
on Occafion turn againft him; and to free
himfclf from that Danger, he order’d them
to be drawn up in one of the Courts of the
Palace, under colour of receiving a Bounty,
which the Kings of Perfia were wont to give
their Guards, and confifted of a Feaft of Pi-
lan,Rice and Meat mixed together ; and while
they were cating it, their Arms were taken
from them, and then the Aghvans fell upon
them and flew them all. °"Tis certain, the
Ufurper ran a great Risk herey and if thofe
Wretches, knowing they were to be difarm’d,
had defended themfelves, ‘twou’d have caus'd
an Infurre@tion in the City, and probably
have ended in the Death of every Aghvan
in it

This is what happen’d on the 25th of a-
nuary ; bur on the following Days there was
a continual Scarch made after the Perfian
Soldiers, and all Perfians fit to bear Arms; of
whom fo great a Number were maflacred, that
many Houfes were left empty; and as the
Carcafles were always flung out into the Gar-
dens, there were nonc even in the moft by-

laces which were not full of them.

The Confpiracy at Castin had infallibly
been the Ruin of the Aghvans, if it had
been carry’d on in Concert with Ifpaban ;
bur what the Perfians ought to have done,
the Ufurper fuppos’d they defign’d to do, and
that they would rife in the Capital as they

roie
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rofe in Casbin, if he had not prevented it
by murdering the¢ Ringleaders of it. To
give a Colour to this Accufation, he fpard
the Lives of about twenty-five Perfian Lords,
to have it thought that they had difcover'd the
Plot. But the true and only Motive of this
Butchery, was the Neceflity he faw himfelf
under, having fo few Aghvans with him, to
difable the Perfians to undertake any thing
againft him. However, this great Slaughter
was fo little a Security to him, that he pro-
pos'd to difpecople the City of Ifpahar, and
put Foreigners in the Places of the Perfians,
as he did not long after; and todo it with the
lealt Risk, he began with caufing it to be
publifh’d, That he gave Liberty to all Perfi-
ans to retire ; which was not fo much a Per-
miflion, as a tacit Command to them to be
gone, at Jeaft to all thofe that were able to bear
Arms : for though a great Number left the Ci-
ty, the fecret Search for the reft was continu’d ;
and the Barbarians having made choice of
a certain Number of young Perfians, to
train them up in Arms, the fame Pretext
was made ufe of to take off the others, whofe
Throats were cut in private.

If all this Slaughter was tamely born by
the Perfians of Ifpahan, without daring to
defend themfelves, or even to murmur, it
was not the Fault of the Men of Ben If-
pahan, their Neighbours, who after the Ca-
pital was taken, did not give over follici-

ting
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ting them torife, promifing them all manner
of Aflittance on their Part. Nay thcy went
farther : for tho' the Ifpabaners attempted
norhing againft their Tyrants, the Mecn of
Ben-pra/um made Excurfions in the Night-
time to the very Gates of the Capital, where
they kill'd feveral Aghvans, and from whence
they brought off feveral Pieces of Cannon.
It is more than probable, that if Prince ThHa-
mas, who amusd himfclf clfewhere, had
come then with fome Troops, as the Per-
Sfians gave out to their great Damage, he
wou'd infallibly have caus'd a great Revos
lution in the City by the Help of the Men
of Ifpaban. But nothing could ftir them
up ; fothat the Aghvansexercis'd their Cruel=
ty, and glutted their Avarice without Con-
troul. I fay their Avarice, for that was
uppermoft in all their Barbarities: ard
‘twas obferv’d that they fell upon the moft
rich, without giving -much Difturbance to
thofe by whom they coud get nothing, and
whofe Poverty was their Safeguard. And
tho’ according to the Cuftom of the In-
dians, and the Nations bordering on them,
the Aghvans made it a Duty of Religion
to appcafe the Manes of their Countrymen
flain at Casbin, by the Effufion of the Blood
of the Perfians, they chofe no Sacrifices but
what were rich ; and the more willingly they
made Vi&tims of them, becaufe the more
Wealth was to be got by their Spoils.

. Tho'
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Tho a great Quantity of Provifions had
been brought into [/paban after the End of
the Siege, and the Rerrcar of a great Mul-
titude of Perfians who took hold of the Per-
miflion that was given jthem to go forth,
had diminifhi’'d the Confumption; yet the
Aghvans had not been there three Months, be-
fore the Scarcity began again to be felt;
and it was not poflible for it to be other-
wife. The Neighbourhood of Ifpaban was
deftroy’d during the Siege; and the Towns
and little Cities that ftood out againft the
Rebels while the War lafted, continued to
do fo after the Treaty was concluded, re-
pulfing them as oft as they came to attack
them. So that the Provifions which the
City was fupply’d with at firft being con-
{fum’'d daily, without any new Supplies, the
Aghvans were near ftarving in the midft
of all their Gonquefts.

It was therefore requifite to fend fome=-
body to fetch in Neceflaries, which none
were in hafte to furnith them with. Nazyr-
Ulla, one of the principal Captains of the
Aghvans, a Man usd to robbing, at which
he was very dexterous, was pick’d out for
this Commiflion. He took 3000 Men with
him, and was order’d to compel the Towns
and Villages of the Province to carry their
Provifions to Ifpaban, and to plunder the
Places that refusd to do it. He accord-
ingly fubdued fome Towns which were de-
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fencelefs ; forc’d others, and fold the Inha-
bitants for Slaves. But finding more Refift-
ance than he expeted, moft of them repul-
fing him very couragioufly, he refolvd to
break into the Middle of Perfia, and fall on
thofe Provinces that had not fuffer’d in the
War. To thisPurpofe, he drew off to North-
welt of Ifpabhan; and, crofling the Defarts,
he made an Irruption of two hundred Leagues
in length by Ways which were thought im-
prafticable: and coming on the Provinces on
a f{udden, he ftruck Terror into all the Country,
cach Man providing for his own Safety.
The Towns, Villages and Houfes were for-
faken, and the Enemy became Mafter of
All, without ftriking a Stroke: and he ma-
nand his Matters fo well, that at three
Months End, he return’d to Ifpaban with
soovo Camels loaden as well with Provi.
fions as other Booty. ‘Twas high time for
that Supply to arrive, or Ifpabhan muft have
endur'd a fecond Famine. What is moft afto-
nithing, is the Indolence of the Perfans
from whom Nazgyr-Ulla met with no Re-
fittance in the Compafs of above 4co Leagues
going and coming, with lcfs than 3000 Men;
cvery one contenting himfelf with getting
into a Place of Security, and looking quietly
on, while their Country was pxllav’d, and
their Goods carry’d off by a Handful of Bar-
barians, againft whom no body durlt make
hcad, except a Stud-Keeper who had about

2000
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2000 Men with him, as a Guard to the
King’s Horfes feeding in' the Fields of A-
rabia. He had the Courage to attack this
little Army of Apghvans; and fucceeded fo
well as to bring. off a good Number of Ca-
mels loaden with fufficient Booty to make
amends for the lofs of the King’s Horfes,
which he nad been oblig’d to abandon in
purfuit of the Enemy.

- One of the greateft Advantages which the
Ulurper Maghmud got by Nazyr-Ulla’'s Ex-
curfion, and which he was very glad of,
was the repeopling of Ifpaban by it: Nazjr- 7
Ulla bringing back with him a Colony o ,,\w"x
People, whofe Fidelity was not fufpeéted. ‘Q:K“

Between Babylon and Hamadan, there N=*
was a Nation that occupy’d the Plain, and
livd the greateft Part of the Year in Tgnts.
This Nation was call'd Dergefins. They livd
heretofore in Mefopotamia, when Schah-
Abas, the Reftorer of the Parfian Monar-
chy, made them pafs the T7gris, and gave
them thofe Plains to inhabit; permitting
them to follow the Se& of the Swumnis
in their Religion, which was Mahometan,
and the fame as the Twurks, and was profefs'd
alfo by the Aghvans.

Nazyr-Ulla having penctrated as far as
their Country, gain'd upon them fo much,
that he engag'd them'to quit it to go and
fettle at prahzm "Tis pretended that the
principal Perfons ofIthc Nation invited him

2 to
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to come amongft them, on purpofe to ne-
gotiate with him on this Tranfmigration ;
which the other Dergefins were not very
well pleasd with, preferring their Tents to

the fine Houfes at Ifpahan. There was a-
bout 100000 Souls in all their Families, a
ftrong robuft People, of whom a good Num-
ber lifted in the Aghvan Troops, and form’d
a Body of 6ooo Men.

- But with this new Reinforcement the 4gh-
van Army was not half fo numerous as
when they came before Ifpaban; and the
Tranfmigration of the Dergefins did not fill
a tenthPart of the vacant Places occafion’d
by the Siege. Wherefore the Ulurper Magh-
miud took other Meafures to recruit his Army,
and rcpeople the Capital. He fent Efzik-
Aghafi, Mater of the Houthold, with great
Sutis of Money to Candahar to raife Men.
He was alfo loaden with Prefents for the
principal Families in that City, and for his
particular Iriends. And feveral of the Agh-
vaps out of Love to their own Country
and their Families, having return’d by Troops
to Candahar, and even whole Companies ha-
ving march’d back with flying Colours,
without demanding a Difcharge: To pre-
vent the like for the future, Maghmud or-
der’d that the Familics of thofe that were
left with him, and the others that were to
‘be lifted, fhoud tranfport themfclves to If-
pakan. For which Tranfportation he fent

0% 8000
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8000 Camels to Candabar, befides thofe that
were taken up by the way for that Service,
The firft Caravan that came from thence to
Ifpaban, arrivd in Fune, after a March of
three Months; for ’tis no le(s from Canda-
bar to the Capital.

Other fuch Tranfportations were made in
the two following Years, but none fo large
as the firk we mentiond. Nay, the laft
Caravan confifted only of 3000 Camels,
which came in Maghmuds’s Life-time, and
with which arriv’d his own Mother, in an
Equipage that ill fuited with the Greatnefs
of her Son’s Fortune. Since the Death of
Myrr-Weis, the had married an Officer of
the Famifaries nam’d Ofman-Pafba. She
let the fict Caravans go without her, be-
caufe fhe coud not refolve to leave her
own Country, and perform a March of
three Months crofs Dcfarts and Places unin-
habited to fee her Son. But fhe was told
fo much of his Power and Riches, that at
laft her Curiofity and Ambition were mov'd
by it, much more than her motherly Affe-.
&ion : fhe fet out with the laft Caravan, and
arrivd at Ifpaban, mounted on a Camel
which, except Scarlet Houfing, had nothing
to diftinguifth it from the reft. She had
no Women, no Officers, no Servants with
her when fhe crofs'd the Meidan, and came
to the principal Gate of the new King’s Pa-
lace half naked, and what Cloaths flic had

I3 all
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all in Tatters, ravenoufly gnawing a great
Rhadifh fhe held in her Hand, more like a
Witch than the Mother of a great King.

The Aghvans muft needs have a great Con-
tempt for the Perfians, to undertake thefc
Tran{migrations with fo few Precautions as
they did. “Twas three Months Journey from
Candahar to Ifpakan: The Aghvans were
not Mafters of an Inch of Ground in all that
Way. Befides, the Perfians had a ftrong Ga-
rifon ecight Days Jotirney from Candabar,
called Syflan, by which the Aghvans muft
neceflarily pafs, after a very troublefome and
fatiguing March over fundry Defarts, where
therc is not a drop of Water. Further, they
muft march thro’ Defiles, where a {fmall Body
of Troops might ftop whole Armies. Necver-
thelefs, tho’ the Caravans had but very weak
Convoys, they always travell’d quietly, none
offering to give them the Jeaft Difturbance,
In which one can’t tell what moft to admire,
the Negligence of the Perfians, or the Secu-
rity of the Aghvans, who would foon have
been reduc’d to a very {mall Number, if the
Communication between Candahar and If-

abhan had been cut off, and no Recruits
could -have come from the former, without
which the Aghvans could not have main-
tain’d themfelves ; but would have thought
themfelves happy, if they could have got
home again by abandoning their new Con-
queft, Their Army being reinforc’d, as well

by
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by Recruits from C’andabar as by the 6000
Dengefins whom Nazyr-Ulla had lifted, as
alfo by a good Number of Twurks taken into
Maghmud's Party, he began to think of em-
ploymfy them abroad, having nothing at home
to oppofe him; and Prince Thamas giving
him Leifure by very unfeafonable Occupations,
as will be feen hereafter.

Though the Aghvans were Mafters of I/~
paban, thcnr Dominion did not extend be-
yond the Walls of the' Capital, where they
were, as onc may fay, invefted by the little
Towns round about it, which ftill held out
againft them. Thofe that Nazyr-Ulla had
fubdued in his Excurfions, remained not
long in Subje&tion : They took Arms
with more Heat than before.  So that Magh-
mud was forced to fend another Army to re-
duce the neighbouring Cantons, before he
ventar'd to lct them penetrate farther into
the Kingdom. Zeberdefl- Kan was charg’'d
with this Commiflion. "He was not an .4gh-
van by Birth, but having been taken by them
in an Excurfion twenty Years before, when he
was very young, he had diftinguifh’d himfelf
very much amongft- them ; and from a Slave
and a Mule-Driver, as he was at firft, he like
another Pentidius was advanced to one of the
chief Commands in the Army. Pentidius,
as is well known, was taken in Afcol, and
led in Triumph by Pompey’s Father. He alfo
was a Mule-Driver at firft, but he rofe to be

. 14 Gene-
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General of Mark Anthony’s Army again{t the
Parthians, whom he vanquifh’d in two fet
Battels, in the lat of which their King Pa-
corus was flain. The Fortune of Zeberde/i-
Kan was not unlike that of the Roman Ge-
neral’s 5 and in the Execution of his Commif-
fion, he did not ftand trifting about Towns
and Villages as Nazyr-Ulla had done, but
attack'd a Caftle, called Giez, three Hours
Journey from Ifpaban, being convinced that
if he made himfelf Maﬁcr of that Place,
which was {trong for a Perfian Cattle, all the
Townsand Villagcs of that Canton would foon
fubmitto him. However, he would not cafily
have mafterd it, had it not been for a Gaure,
who being us'd to dig up the Earth for ma-
king Pits, dug a fubtcrrancous Paflage, by
which he conduéted him into the Middle of
the Caftle, where he furprisd the Garifon,
when thcy leaft fufpeted any fuch Defign a-
gainft them. The taking of this Cattle, which
he furnifh’d with good Troops, made all the
ncighbouring Country yield to him; and
what was of much more Importance, difpos’d
the Inhabitants of Ben-Ifpahan to enter into
a Treaty of Accommodation, which till then
they would never hear of,

It has been fhewn already, that no City in
Perfia had given the Aghvans fo much Trou-
ble as that Town had done, whofe Reputati-
on only had kept the neighbouring Cantons
from f{ubmitting. Zeberdeft- -Kan, who had

: before
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before been tampering with them, had no
‘~nner taken the Caftle of Giez, than he
renew’d his Negotiation, offering the Men of
Ben-Ifpahan, in the Name of the Ufuarper,
not only their own Conditions, but alfo to
have them fign’d by all the Officers of the
Army, who fhould be Guarantees for the Per-
formance of them. The taking of the Caftle
of Giez, the Diftance of Prince Thamas, who
fhew’d no Life in him, and the little Likeli-
hood there was that they fhould long hold
out by themfelves againft all the Power of
the Aghvans, made them more inclinable to
hearken to his Propofals; to which they at
laft agreed, and came to an Agreement with
the Ufurper. But as much as they had been
his Enemies before the Accommodation, they
were as faithful to him after it; and ’twas
well for him they were fo. Maghmud not
forgetting the Milchiefs they had done him,
efpecially the Death of one of his Brothers,
and of fcveral other of his Relations, whom
they cruelly murder'd after they had defcated
him in Battel, fet divers Machines at work to
make them take a falfe Step, that might jufti-
fy his breaking the Capitulation. He fent
Emiffaries to propofe a Rifing, and fuggeft to
them the taking up Arms again. Tho’ thefe
Emiflaries were not fufpeéted at Ben-Ifpaban,
but were thought to a& fincerely; yet the
Force of the Oath they had taken to Magh-
7iud, and the ftrict Obligation they took them-

‘ ' felves
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felves to be under by it, prevail'd over all
other Confiderations ; infomuch that very far
from hearkening to thefe treacherous Emiila-
rics, they fent them bound to Maghmud,
who by this A& of Fidelity began to be re-
conciled to the People of Ben-Ifpahan. But
that which gain’d his good Will entirely, was
a fignal Piece of Service they did him by de-
livering up Luft-Ali-Kan, the Man whom
he moft dreaded of all the Perfian Nation.
The Ufurper was fo pleas’d with Zeberdeft-
Kan's good Condué& and Succefs in the Expe-
dition of Gzez, that he preferr’d himtoall the
Ofticers of his Nation in his Choice of a
General to fucceed Nazyr-Ulla, the moft
ftout and fuccefsful of all his Generals, who
dy’d in the manner we are about to relate.
At the fame time that he fent Zeberdefi-
Kan to reduce the Cantons about the Capital,
he order'd Nazyr-Ullz to march againft Chi-
ras near the Perfian Gulf with the Aghvans
under his Command, and the 6000 ‘Derge-
fins who had lifted under him. ‘Tis twelve
Days March from Ifpahan to Chiras. The
Terror of his Name only made him Mafter of
all the Towns in his Rout; for he was the
moft famous of all the Aghvan Generals,
Several Cities fent their Keys to him; and
tho’ he expe&ted to find more Refiftance at
Chiras, he doubted not to take the Place after
fome Attacks; but a Musket-fhot took him
in the firft Affault, and by his Death put ag
en
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end to all his Hopes, to the inexpreflible Grief
of his Army, which he us'd to lead to Con-
queft; and who gave too fenfible Tokens of
their Gricf, by the crucl funeral Rites with
which they honour’d him, according to the
barbarous Superftition of that Nation, who
learnt it of the Indians. For after the whole
Army had march’d round his Body with Co-
lours downwards trailing on the Ground, they
made their Slaves and Perfian Prifoners perform
the fame Ceremony, and then cut their Throats
at hisFeet. They flew the fineft of his Horfes,
cut their Carcafles to bits, and divided the Flefh
among the Soldiers for a funeral Feaft, as is
the Cuftom among the Aghvans; and no
funeral Oration could fit him better, than'the
Deje&tion his Army fell into on his Death.
They loft moft of that warlike Fiercenefs
which they acquird by fighting under him,
who never was beaten, and whom they thought
invincible. They confefs'd they did not ex-
pect to have fuch another General; and if
they themfelves had not then known the Im-
portance of their Lofs in him, the {fuddenRe-
volution causd in the Canton where they
were would have convinc’d them of it. In
effed, no fooner was the Death of Nazyr-
Ulla known, than all the Places that had
fubmitted to him in" his March revolred
and took up Arms again, as if they had
yiclded more to the Reputation of "the
Seneral than the Strength of his Army(,i
an
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and this one Man being dead, all the reft
of the Aghvans could not make them afraid,
He was very human to thofe that fubmitted
to. him, contrary to the Cuftom of his Ma-
fters. In an Irruption he made on the Side
of Perie-Difaret, three Days Journey from
Ifpaban, he found feveral great Towns in-
habited by Gesrgzans of the King’s Guard,
who fwore Obedience to him.  Schah-Abas
after bhaving drawn their Anceftors from
Georgia, plac’d them in this Canton, which
they began to inhabit one hundred thirty
Years before. He oblig’d them at the fame
time to embrace the Mehometan Religion,
difpenfing with their drinking Wine, with-
out which they wouwd not have conform’d
to Mahomet’s Dobirine. Nafyr-Ulla being
inform’d of thefe Particulars; was the firft
to prefs them to return to their old Reli-
gion. In order to which he fent for a
Georgian Prieft from Ifpaban; which he
did lefs out of Affe&ion to Chrifiianity, than
out of Hatred to the Se& of Raff, which
is that of the Perfians ; A Se& much more
odious to the Sumnis, or Followers of Omar,
fuch as the Zurks and the Aghvans, than
Chriftianity itlelf. He was pretty tall, but
otherwife ill fhapd enough. He was a
great Friend to the Armenians, and their
declard Prote&tor. He was term’d Kior-Sul-
tan, or the Blind Lord, becaufe he us'd to
keep one of his Eyes fhut. He lcarn’d the
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Trade of War by robbing: for before the
laft Wars of Candahbar, he often plunder'd
the Caravans, and fomectimes made Incur-
fions as far as Ifpakhan. The Ufarper Magh-
mud, who knew what a Lofs his Death was
to him, causd a ftatcly Monument to be
erc&ted for him near the Armenian Church-
Yard, and gave an Endowment to two Priefts
to pray for him near his Tomb, and to keep
a Holy Fire there, he being of the Religion
of the Gaures, who worfhip Fire. As he
was always fuccefsful in his military Enter~
prizes, he was fufpetted of Sorcery, which
’twas faid he learn’d of the Indians, always
made ufe of in War, and ow’d fome of
his Vitories to it. But as much a Sorce-
rer as ’tis pretended he was, he could not
ward off the Musket-ball that kill'd him:
and whatever Sufpicion he lay under on
that Account, it does not hinder the Agh-
vans from vifiting his Tomb with great Ve-
neration, and honouring him not only as
a Hero but as a Samton, or Saint of the
Nation.

How difcourag'd foever the Army before
Chiras was at the Lofs of this famous Ge-
neral, they did not give over the Siege. They
refum’d it with more Vigour than before, un-
‘der the Command of Zeberdefi-Kan, who
was fent to be their General, and had the
Glory to be preferr'd to all the general Offi-

cers
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cers of the Nation, in fucceeding the moft
renown’d Caprain in their Armies.

The Governor of Chiras, who till then had
diftinguifh’d himfelf above all the-other Go-
vernors of Placesin the Defence of this; and
had been verycareful to get it well fortified,
forgot however onc thing, withbut which,
all-the Fortifications in the World fignify no-
thing : and that was to furnifh it well with
Provifions. He grounded his Hope of keep-
ing the Place, much lefs in his Ability or
the Valour of his Garrifon, than on the Ca-
pacity and Experience of an old Arabian
War-Officer nam’d Hagi-Bakir, who was
grown old in the Trade of Arms. He gave
him a great Sum of Money to engage him
to defend the City during the Siege: and
promisd him a much greater in cafe it was
raisd. It was therefore this old Officer who,
properly fpeaking, commandcd in the Town,
where nothing was done without his Or-
der.

The Governor of Chiras’s good Opinion
of his Licutenant, made him commit a Fault
which was prejudicial to the Prefervation of
the Place. For thinking himfelf fafe in a
Man whom he look’d upon as perfet in
the Trade, he took no Carc about any
thing elfe. - Inftead of taking Advantage of
the good Difpofition of the Inhabitants, who
by frequent Sallies on the Befiegers, had fo
fatigu'd them, that they defpair'd of being
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able to continue the Siege, he would not
permit any more Sallies, and ftifled, very mal
a propos, the Ardor of a People difposd to
do well, by keeping them fhat up in the City.
But Provifions beginning to fail, the Garifon
was foon diminithed by the Flight of thofe
who found Means to make their Efcape by
By-ways. They could do it the more eafily,
becaufe the Aghvans were glad to fee the
Town growing empty, and lcat them a help-
ing Hand, by opening or felling a Paffage to all
that would leave it. The City not being able to
hold out long for want of Victuals, Hagi-
Bakir made the laft Effort to fupply it. He
fally’d at the Head of 6ooo Men; but when
he would have re-enter’d the Town, his Re-
treat was cut off by aBody of 8oo Aghvans,
who routed his little Army,and kill'd Hzgs-Ba-
kir himfelf with 200 Men, who ftood by him
and fought to the laft Galp. As victorious as
the Aghvans were, they would have been
oblig’d to raife the Siege for want of Provi-
fions, if the Convoy that Hagi- Bakir (ally’d
out to meet had not fallen into their Hands,
by which they were cnabled to continue it:
For if the Scarcity was great in the City,
‘twas greater in the Aghvan Camp, by the
Precaution that was taken to fhut up all the
neighbouringTowns. But that Cenvoy brought
Plenty into the Camp, and then theBefiegers
waited with Tranquility for the Surrender of
the Befieged to their Mercy ; which the Citi-
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zens of Chiras were foon compelld to do,
after having loft about 20c00 Men, who dy’d of
Famine. The Governor finding he conld
hold out no longer, fent his Brother to the
Aghvan Camp to treat; but he found then
the Truth of that great and old Maxim of War,
That there is no Time more dangerous, nor ne-
ceflary to keep a Guard, than that of treating §
for the Aghvans detaining the Officer that
was fent to them, gave the Affault when ‘twas
leaft look’d for, and found fo little Refiftance
from the Befieged, who expetting a Capitula-
tion had negletted their Pofts, that they car-
ry’d the Place, and put all to the Sword whom
they could lay hands on. Al the reft would
have had the fame Fate, if the Officers had not
put a ftop to the Fury of the Soldicrs, and
fav'd the reft of the Inhabitants from Slaugh-
ter, that there might be fome left whom they
might command.

But tho’ the Men’s Lives were {av'd, their
Goods were abandon’d to Pillage; and the Agh-
vans did on this Occafion a Piece of Juftice
much to their Honour : for while they were
pillaging the Houfes, finding in a private
Man’s Houfe, more Corn than would have
ferv’d the Garrifon threce Months, they were fo
fhock’d at the Hardheartednefs of that rich co-
vetous Wrerch who had facrificd his Coun-
try, and the Lives of above 20000 Men to
his Avarice s that tying him up to a Stake
in fight and in the middle of his Granary,
they left him there to be ftatv'd to Death.

Such
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Such was the End of the Siege of Chiras;
which lafted ten Months. The Agb'uansloﬁ'
2000 Men, without reckoning the Dergefins.
As many of the City Garifon pcn{h d: The Lofs
on both Sides, was at the firft Irruption of the
Aghvans, and at the Sallies which were per-
mirted in the Beginning of the Sicge: but
after the Governor forbad them; there was
hardly any body kill'd; the Aghvans having:
given no Affault except that by which thcy
forc’d the City without much Refiftance.

After they had fupplied Chiras with afufhi-
cient Garrifon, they fent a Detatchment of
400 Men rowatds the Perfran Gulph, who
penctrated as far as Bender-Abaffi. At the
News of this Irruption, the few Perfrans who
were {catter’d up and down in the Farms and
Houfes about  the Country; retird with
their Effe@ts 19 the Ifle of Ormus.  The En-
£l and Dutch Companies Factors kept clofé
in their Houfes; where the Aghvans durfk
not attack them: They got off for fomé
Provifions, with which they furnith'd the
Soldiers, wtthout admitting them into their
Houfes: - Thus after an Excurﬁon of two-
Months, and without reaping'any Benefit ex-
cept terrifying the Perfians, the - Aghvans
teturn’d lefs in Number' than they came.
For.the Air of Bender- Abaffi being Yery une
hedlthy, and even mortal- for Stranqcrs the
greateft Part of the Year, the Mailignity of
the Climate carry’d off moft of the 400
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Men, of whom not above 40 joyned the
Army.

The Reader no doubt is in Pain to know
what is become of Prince Zhamas all this
while ; and here it is proper to fpeak of him,
fince ‘twas during the Siege of Chiras, that
he began to put himfelf in motion againft the
Aghvans. He left Casbin at the Approach
of Aman-Ulla who poflefs’d himfelf of that
Place, at the head of 8ooo Men; and from
Casbin retird to Tauris. He was fcarce at-
riv’d there, but forgetting the Situation he was
in, which render’d the Way of Infinuation
and Intreaty more proper than that of Au-
thority and Command, he fent to fignify to
Vachtanga, Prince of Georgia, with as much
Haughtinefs as the moft powerful and abfo-
Inte King of Perfiz could have done, that
he thould come to Zauris to do him Homage
and receive Orders.

There was no likelihood that Vachtanga,
who did not hearken to the Supplications of
the Father, would be in a Humour to fub-
mit to the imperious Command of the Son,
And indeed he received it with a Difdain and
Contempt, which Prince Zhamas, weak and
impotent as he was, did not think fit to put
up. So that inftead of thinking to drive
the Rebels out of the Capital, and feveral
other Cities of the Kingdom which they had
feiz'd, he went very unfcafonably to reducca
Vaffal who remain'd at home in Quict, and

whom
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whom it had been eafy to have brought to
Reafon, if he had rid himfelf of the Agh-
wvans. Both Sides wafted themfelves in a Ci-
vil War, the Confequence of which was on-
ly the weakening of both. The Lefgians,
Neighbours and old Enemies of the Georgians,
prefently made their Advantage of the Weak-
nefs to which Georgia was reduced by this
War. The Zurks broke into the Province af-
terwards, and made themfelves Mafters of it
without much Oppofition, and are its Mafters
to this Day. '

Prince Thamas did not behave better with
tefpe& to the Armenians, than he had done
towards the Prince of Georgza. For inftead
of gaining by good Ufage a Nation from
whom he might have drawn great Succours,
he began with over-burthening them with
Taxes and exceflive Contributions, which he
levy’d without any Mercy, and with ail
manner of Rigor. Not content with ruining
them, he would alfo force them to take
Arms for him, and thought to reduce them
to it by Tetrors, in pillaging and facking fome
of their principal Towns. The Armenians
feeing themfelves driven to the laft Extremity,
and having no Hopes of being better treated
by a Prince who had no manncr of Regard
to them, at lat took Arms, and canton’'d to
the Number of 40000 in the Mountains of
Kapan near Tauris. Prince Thamas would
needs force them with the few Troops he had,
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but was fo well beaten every time he arrack’d
them, that after feveral ufelefs Attempts;
wherein his Men were cut to picces, he grew
difcreet at his own Expence, and found it
neceflary to fend to them for an Accommo-
dation. Both Sides treated with Sincerity ;
and the Prince was fenfible of the great Af
fiftance he might have had from them againft
the Ufurper and the Rebels, by the important
Scrvices they did againft the Twrks, if inftead
of provoking them by the moft crying Ex-
tortion and Indignities, as he did at firft, he
had carry’d himfelf moderately towards them,
and gain’d their Affe@tion, which they were
well inclin’d of themfclves to give him Proofs
of. In the mcan time the Siege of Chiras
continuing ftill, made him turn his Eyes
that way ; and he at laft feem’d to call to
mind that the moft dangerous Enemies he
had, and thofe whofec Progrefs ought moft to
alarm him, were the Aghvans. Hehad then
with him 8coo chofen Troops train'd up in
Wars. They were few in Number; but as
many as were neceflary to deal with the Agh-
wvans, whofe feparate Body before Chiras was
not numerous; and had thofe 8ooo Men been
well led; they might have promis'd themfelves
Succefs upon Occafions. But Prince Thamas
himfelf ruin’d all his Hopes in’ that refpe&
by the ill Choice of a General, whom he pla-
ced at the Head of this little Army. He was
a Man of no Merit, efpecially as to War, and
: ' ‘ ough
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ought to have been fufpedted by him with re-
gard to the Aghvans, he being of the fame
Se& in Religion with them, His Name was
Fredon-Kan ;, and as foon as he had got the
Command of the Army, inftead of marching
againft the Aghvans, he fell on the Arme-
nians of Perze, He charged them with having
courted Protedtion of the Aghvans; and un-
der that Pretence he fack’d their Towns, and
according to the barbarous Cuftom in Per/ia,
he fent Prince 7hamas fome hundreds of Heads
of the Prifoners he had taken, as if they had
been Heads of Aghvans kill'd in Fight. He
did this with fo. Jittle Precaution, ‘that ‘twas
feen by the Tonfure of the Pates, that fome
of the Perfons flaughterd were Armenian
Priefts. He retir’d after this -notable Exploit
to the City of Kiulpekient, whete he fettled his
Camp; but as foon as he hcard of the Ap-
proach of the Aghvans, he ran away, and
his Army follow’d his Example.

The City of Kiulpekient had till then ftood
out.againft the Aghvans, and repulsd them
as often as fhe had been attack’d; but fhe
loft Courage now, f{eecing herfelf abandond
by the very Army that was fent to her Aflift-
ance : and a barb'd Elephant approaching the,
Walls to make a Breach, fo rerrify’d them,
that every one fled towards a Fort joining to
the City. But the Aghvans came too clofe
on the Heels of them, cut off their Retreat,
and flew the greateft Part of them. The few
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who got into the Fort were fo frighted at the
enormous Size of the barbd Elephant that
appeard in Sight from rhe Walls, that they
prefently furrender’d, and fubmitted to the
Conqueror 5 fo that in lefs than an Hour, the
Ufurper Maghmud, who was in Perfon in this
Expedition, routed an Army, forc'd a rich
City, and reduc’d a Fort that was in a good
State of Defence.

The Lofs of Kiulpekient drew aftet it that
of Cachan, one of the moft famous Cities of
Perfia.. The Inhabitants of this City had
already fuffer’d much by Famine; and the
Wafte the Aghvays had committed in all
the neighbouring Towns and Villages, depriv’d
them of all Mecans of Subfiftence by Sup-
plies from thence : fo they judg’d rightly, that
if they were attack’d, their beft way would
be to furrender.

But when they underftood what had pafs’'d
at Kiulpekient, they thought it moft advifea-
ble to be beforehand with the Conqueror, and
fent to invite Maghmud to come and take
Pofleflion of their City, where he was re-
ceived with great Pomp. The Ufurper ftaid
there {fome Days; and that the good Treat-
ment this City met with for fubmitting to
him of herfelf might tempt other Cities to
da the like, he behav’d towards the Citizens
of Cachan with great Generofity and Huma-
nity. He then returned to Ifpaban full of
Glory, and highly pleas'd with his new Con-

qucﬁs,
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quefts, which were celebrated with Fire-
works, and all publick Demonttrations of Joy
ufual on the like Occafions. :

The Ufurper Maghmud enjoy’d in Tran-
quility all the Satisfaltion which he could
take in his late Profperity, when it was trou-
bled by a bold Stroke of Aman-Ulle, one of
the Chiefs of the Nation, who pretended to
be upon a Par with him; and complaining
that he had not kept the Agreement they had
made, offer’d to retire with his Troops.

To have aright Notion of this Matter, we
muft fuppofe that when the Aghvans undet-
took this Expedition in the Year 1722, they
thought of nething lefs than of dethroning
the King of Perfia their old Mafter. Their
Views reach’d no farther than the making
themfelves Mafters of Kirman, to fecure their
Retreat when they made Incurfions into the
Provinces on the Borders, and fomectimes in
the Heart of the Kingdom:.

As Aman-Ullz was independent of Myrr-
Maghmud, and had a Body of Troops of his
own, he engaged with Maghmud on an equal
Foot, and nor as an Inferior or Subaltern ;
and the Agreement was, that they fhould di-
vide in halves what they fhould get by their
Enterprize, be it what it would.

Things having fince taken a more advan-
tageous Turn than they expefted, as foon as
Myrr-Maghmud (aw himfelf feated on the
Perfran Throne, “that he might avoid a
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Competition with Aman-Ulla, he gave him
gooo Men, good Troops, to chzc Casbin,
and fettle hlm(clf there as he was fettled at
Ifpaban. . Aman-Ulla enter'd it withour Re-
fiftance : But as he was accountable to no
body for his Aétions, and did not think the
Terms of their Treaty fufficiently made good,
till he had drawn as much out of C’asbm,
as his Affociate had done out of Ifpaban, he
fo provok'd the Citizens of Casbin, by his
Extortions and Violences, that they rofe, as
has been faid in its Place, and drove him
out of their Town, very much wounded, and
firipp’d of all he had, after having kill'd 4000
of his Men, and reduc’d the reft of his little
Army t0 a very forry Condirion.

Aman-Ulla, difappointed in his Hopes of
enriching himfelf by the Plunder of Casbin,
was no fooner curd of his Wounds and re-
turn’d to/paban, than he trump’d up theTreaty
betwen him and Maghmud. He talk’d big
of his Rights, and prctcndcd to the Half
of whatever had been taken, even the Trea-
fures of Schab- Hu/fein, and to be joynt King
with Mag/amud purfuant to their Agrcc-
ment.

His Pretenfions were juft according to the
Letter of that Treaty 5 and Magﬁmud could
take no Advantage of his having marry’d one
of Scbzz/ﬂ-Huﬁms Daughters, Tince Aman-
,Ullz; had efpoufed another of them. So that
they \vc:c on thc fame Terms thh refpc&
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to their Right by Marriage. - He prefs'd him
daily more and more ; and perceiving Magh-
mzz(l evaded his Inftances, without doing him
Jalucc in dividing the Kingdom and Scbab-
Huffein's Treafurcs he fell out with him, and
fully convinc'd hlm, that every thing was
to be expected from his Refentment.

The Pringefs he had married, finding him
in this Difpofition, did not mifs that Oppor—
tunity to do her Brother Prince 7hamas Sex-
vice; and fet him fo againft Maghmud by
aggravating his Treachery, and reprefenting
him as a cruel Tyrant, capable of facrificing
every thing to his Ambition and Intereft, that;
the dctexmmed him to joyn Prince Thamas
and a& againft the Ufurper, whofe Spoils
were to be divided between them.

Thefe Remonftrances had all the Effe& the
Prince(s promisd to herfelf, AmanUlla
march’'d from Ifpahan at the Head of his
Troops about the End of December
1723 : and taking the Crown with him, di-
reéted his March to Candabar. But inftead
of continuing that Rout, he turn’d off to-
wards the Provmccs where Prince Thamas
was Matter, without declaring his Intentions,

The News of this, foon reach’d ]fpabzm,
and Maghmud was {o frighten'd at it that
he mounted his Horfe 1mmcd1ately, and with
the few Pcople that were ready to agcompa-
ny him, he rodc’ after Aman-Ulla 5 leaving

Otrders
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Orders for his Troops to follow him with all
poilible Diligence.

He overtook Aman-Ulla at four Days end ;
andthe Remembrance of old Friendfhip {hﬂxncr
all Reproaches which they might have made
cach other, they embrac’d with great Affe&tion -
and Aman-Ulla was won by Maghmud's Ca-
refles and Promifes.  But the Ufurper con-
ceiving the great Danger he fhould have been
in by his Friend’s Defertion, took Care to
provide againft it for the future, by making
himfelf fure of him in a way which fhould
not offend him. He caus’d him to mount his
own Horfe to do him honour, equip’d with
all the Pomp which is fuitable to Royal Ma-
jefty : And after having embrac’d again, and
- renewed their former Oaths on the Points of
their naked Swords, he fent him back to I
paban with a Body of Cavalry, which un-
der the Name of an Efcort was his Guard.
He alfo direted the Governor of the
Capital to have a warchful Eye over
him till his Return, but not to feem
to have any Intention to fet a Guard upon
him. In all other refpe@s he was to do him
all fort of Honours, and fee that he wanted
for nothing to his entire Satisfation. But
notwithftanding fo much Refpe&t and Cere-
mony, Aman-Ulla perceivid that indeed he
was no better ‘than a Prifoner; and refented
it fo highly, that when Maghmud came back

from his laft Expedition, he could not be pre-
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vail’d upon to wait on him. He thought he
was more at Liberty than when the Ufurper.
was prefent. But Maghmud foon convinced
him of the contrary. For Aman-Ulla going
from Ifpaban with his ufual Train, to vifit his
Brother’s Tomb, Maghmud {ent an Ofhicer af-
ter him withOrdersto thruft hisSpearinto Aman-
Ulla's Hor{e’s Belly 5 which was done accord-
ingly. °Tis true he had another given him
to carry. him back to Ifpahan, but “he was fo
exafperated at this Affront, that when he
came back, he kill'd with his own Hand, the
the fincft Horfes in his Stables; and perhaps
had done more Mifchicf, if Maghmud had
not run to appeafc him.

They were again reconcil'd at this Inter-
view ; and the Ufurpcr gave him his full Li-
berty, tho’ to his own Prejudice; for Aman-
Ulla made noUfe of it, but to deftroy him
being one of the Heads, and the moft zealous
one ‘of the Confpiracy which was form’d a-
gainft Maghmud, who was their Vitim not
long after.

When he fent Aman-Ulla to Ifpabkan, at
the time he prevented his going to, Prince
Thamas, as has been related, hc made Aman-
Ulla's Troops-take an Oath of Fidelity to him,
and joyn’d themto his own. Fe then march’d
“towards that Part of Arabia call'd Kiok-Kilan,
which depends on Perfiz, to bring it under
Subjetion to him. But he fuffer'd fo much

from
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from the bad Air of the Climate, and the In.
cutfions of the Arabians, that he loft all his
‘Baggaoc, and almoft all his Troops; not a
fixth Part of them returning with him. Nay,
there would not. have been a Man fav'd, had
it not been for the Affiftance given him by
Kafin-Kan, a Perfian Lord, who poficis'd 3
Principality in that Neighbourhood, and had
been always faithful to Maghmud fince his
Acceflion to the Crown of Perfia.

The Ufurper came to Ifpaban with the fad
Remains.of his fhatter'd Army, himfelf very
much vex'd and dc;c&cd He would not be
receivid in a folemn Manncr, as he had been
Jat Year.  He only diftributed soooo 7o-
mans,about 300000 Pounds among his Troops,
as fome Amends for the Lofs of their Bag-
gage, and to help’ them to buy more. But
they were fo diminifh’d, that they could do
him no great Service, fo he employ’d them
in rcducmg the Towns and Villages in the
Neighbourhood of I[paban. .

Durmv thefe Tranfa&ions, Prince 77 bzzmas

- who dld not think himfelf firong cnough
to drive out the Agbvam, boundcd his Am-
bition with the Prefervation of Taum and
what was left of the Perfian Monarchy un:
conquer'd by the Barbarians. But on a fud-
den he found he had an Enemy on his Hands
more formidable than the Aghvans. The
Turks, not contented with (cizing Georgia,

enter'd,
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enter’d Perfia, and advancing  to Tauris laid
Siege to it. :

Happily for Prince Thamas, he had juft put
an End to the domeftick Diffentions among
his Party ; and by his mild Behaviour gain"d
over thofc whom his unfeafonablé¢ Pride had
difgufted ; efpecially the Armenians of the
Mountains of Capan, who by joyning him, |
put him in a Condition, not only to make!
head againft the Twrks, but alfo ro attack
them in their Intrenchments: which he did,
and with fo much Vigour, that he obtaind’
one of the moft glorious and compleat Vitto-
ries, that had been known fince the Begin-
ing of the Perfian Troubles ; for there were
20000 Turks flain in the Battel, and almolt
as many taken Prifonets. The European Ga-
zettes attribute this Victory to Myrr-Magh-
miud, which is the more falfe, for that the
Aghvans never came to Blows with the
Turks, whom they look on as their Brethetn,
being of the fame Mahometan Se&, and al-
ways’ living with them in a good Under-
ftanding. «

At the fame time that the Twrks befieg’d
Tauris, another Army of theirs, under thc
Command of Achmet Batha of Babylon, laid
Sicge to Amadan, a City famous for the
Tombs of Mordemz and Efther, as is pre-
tended in Perfia. As foon as Prince 7ha-
mas had dcliver'd Tanris by the Defeat of thé
Tur/zy, he fent Part of his Army tinder the

Conduét -
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Condu& of Flagella- Kan, againft the Bafha
of Babylon, to oblige him to raife the Siege
of Amadan. Bur whether that General had
not fo much Capacity as was neceffary for
fuch an Enterprize, or that Fortunc repented
of her favouring the Perfians, they were
routed by the Bafha, who found himfelf at
liberty to continue the Siege without Intess
ruption.

However, the Befieg'd, notwithftanding the
Defeat of the Forces fent to their Relief, de-
fended themfelves ftill with great Rcfolutxon 3
and the Z#rks had lain bcforc the City two
Months, without making much Progrefs in
the Sicgc, when a German Rencgado, a good
Engineer, gave them Entrance into the Town
by a Mine. There would have becn nothing
but Fire and Sword, if the Baftha had not in
Compaflion to the Inhabitants, caus'd one of
the Gates to be open’d, for all that coud to
make their Efcape that Way; which moft on
that Side of the City did. All the reft, with«
out Diftin&tion of Age or Sex were put to
the Sword.

Prince Thamas was greatly afflicted at this
Lofs, as well as at the Defeat of his Troops.
He was angry with Flagella-Kan, and had
- Reafon to be fo. But inftead of a mode-
rate Reprimand, which that Officer defervd,
he infulted him in fuch a Manner; as only
ferv'd to fowre him yet more. He fent hini

aCalaar ox Veftof Gold Brocard, being of that
{ore
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fort worn by Women ; to fhew him he was
fitter to handle a Diftaff than a Sword:
which Affront Flagella fo highly refented,
that he immediately went over to the Ufur-
per Maghmud, and carried 400 Men with
him.

About this time happened the Advemture
of the Georgian Woman, famous for her
Courage, and the Novelty of the Refolution
fhe took to revenge the Death of her Husband.
Being informed that he was flain by the Agh+
vans at the Battel of Ginlnabat, fhe departed
from the furthermoft Part of Georgia dif-
guifed like a Man, and travelled above 400
Leagues to Ifpaban, wherc mingling among
the Aghvans, 'tis reckon’d the kill'd above so
of them at feveral times, as Sacrifices to the
Manes of her Husband. She was at laft ta-
ken in one of thofe Executions, and brought
before Maghmud full of the Wounds fhe had:
received, and thofe ﬂ-ég had given hetfelf to
efcape the Cruelty of the Aghvans. Her
Sex being known, the Barbarian could nor
but admire the Greatnefs of her Soul. He
order’d Care to be taken of her, and that the
fhould be treated with all the Refpeét duc to
her Sex and Courage.

He was very impatient for the new Lc~
vies from Candabar, who arrivid towards
the End of the Year 1724. He lifted a
good Number of Dergefins at Ifpaban out
of thofc of that Nation who had lately fettled

there,
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thicte, and with fome Zwrkifb Troops taker
into his Pay, he form'd as fine an Army as
that with which he at firft fate down before
the Capital.

Finding he thould frequently be neceflita-
ted to have Recruits from Candabar, and that
therefore nothing would be of more Impor-
tance, than to fecure the Communication be:
tween that City and Ipahan ; he thought he
could not better employ his Troops than in
the Execution of this Projett.

About ten Days/?]o'urney from Ifpaban, in
the Rout to Candabar, there is a pretty firong
City, called Feft, or Zefd, which was a great
Obftacle to that Communication, and very
latcly had given him a Proof of it by the
Lofs of 2000 Recruits coming from Canda-
bai. The Menof Feft attack’d theni in their
Paffage, and gain’d fuch a compleat Victory;
that hardly one of them was left alive to car-
ry the News to Ifpahan.

This was not the firft Vexation this City
had given him ; he ftill remember'd that two
Years before, when he was marching towards
Ifpahban, he was repulsd from this City,
which he thought to carry by Affault; with
the Lofs of abundance of Men. Tho' this
Check griev’d him much, yet he did not
think fit to defer his March to the Capital by
befieging it. But as if it had been order'd,
that thofe very Events which feem’'d moft
favourable to Schah Huffesn thould turn to
1A T G ! his
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his Ruin, it was found that the Advantage 7¢f8
had obtain’d over Myrr-Maghmud contributed
to the taking of Ifpaban. For the Court of |
Perfiz had conceived fuch a Contempt of
this Recbel and his Troops, that they fcorn’d
to take any of thofc diftant Precautions,
which are in no cafe to be negleted on the
Approach of an Enemy’s Army. ‘Twas
thought Weaknefs to provide before-hand in
the Capirtal of the Kingdom againft an Enemy,
who had juft mifcarried before a little City in
the Province; and it being a much fhorter
way, under an indolent King who ha-
ted Bufinefs, to defy Danger, than to
ufe any Endeavours to ward it off; the
Court was willing te.believe they had nothing
to fear ; and that this imaginary Security
could not be better grounded in the Minds
of the People, than by abftaining from ta-
king neceflary Meafures to render it real and
folid.

By this means Maghmud’s Difgrace before
Feft was fo far from' being prejudicial to him
with regard to his Defign againtt I/pahan,
that on the contrary it facilitated the Con-
queft of that Capital. But his Refentment
againft it reviving by the Lofs of the 2000
Men that had been lately defeated in the fame
Place, and thic Neceflity of fecuring the Com-
munication between Ifpahan and Candahar,
determin’d him to turn all his Forces againft
the City of Fefl, and to make himfclf Mafter

Vor IL. L of
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of it. He went upor this Enterprize with
the more Confidence, for that he was at the
Head of an Army capable of undertaking
every thing with Succefs, and had a good
Train of Artillery ; befides which, he held
Correfpondence with fome in the Town, the
Gaures, who inhabited a Quarter of it. In
the mean time, the Citizens of Feff having
Information that he was coming againft
them, prepared to defend themfelves 5 and to
deprive him of all Means of fubfifting his
Army, they laid all their Neighbourhood
wafte, ruining all the little defencele(s Towns
and Villages thereabouts. They furnithed
themfelves with Provifions in abundance, and
had a ftrong Garifon in the Place. Thefe
Preparations, which were more than fuffici-
ent againft open Force, could not fecure
them againft Surprize and Treafon ; but very
lucklly they difcover'd the Intelligence be-
tween the Gaurs and Maghmud, a little while
before the Arrival of the Ufurper’s Army,
and put all thofe Traitors to the Sword with-
out fparing one of them, and then prepar’d
to defend themfelves with the more Security,
for that they had no Enemies to fear but thofe
without, whofe Forces did not frighten them.

Maghmud came before the Place at the End
of December 1724. and the Impoflibility he
faw there was of maintaining his Troops in a
Country quite ruin’d, obhomg him to haften
his Projeéts, he gave Order for a general Af-
j o {ault.
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fault. The Aghvans attack’d it on all Sides;
and not knowing that the Correlpondence
they had with the Gamres within the City
was difcover’d, they went on with all the Af-
furance of Men who reckon’d their Succefs
was infallible ; but they found every where a
Refiftance unexpe&ted by them. They were
in all Places repuls'd, and forc’d to give ovet
the Aflault. They now faw that the Town
would not be carry’d fo eafily as they had
imagin'd. The Men of Fef did not ftop
here; but taking Advantage of the Diforder
they perceivid the Beficgers to be in, they
fally’d upon them, and cut a great Number
to pieces, put the reft to Flight, and took all
the Baggage of the Army, which they brought
into the Town in Triumph.

The Ufurper Maghmud, who thought to
recover in this Expedition the chutauon he
loft in the laft, was {o difmay’d at thefe two
fucceflive Difgraces, and efpecially the latter,
which he leaft look’d for, that he deem’d it
to be an Effe&t of the Wrath of Heaven; and
perfuading himfelf that he could fucceed in
nothing till he had appeasd it, he refolvd,
in order to it, to make a Retreat according
to the fuperftitious Cuftom of the Indians,
brought into Candahar by its Neighbourhood
to India, and much prevailing there. The
Manner of this kind of Retreat is thus:

The People fhut themfelves up in a fubter~
rancan Grotto, where no Light enters. The

La Young
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Young and the Old fuffer extremely ; for all
theNourithment they have is a very little Bread
aand Water ; not enough to keep them from
ftarving : They fcarce indulge themfelves in a
Moment’s Sleep, which coming from Heavinef(s
and Faintnefs is rather a Fatigue than a real
Repofe. The reft of the Time is taken up
in Agitations of the Body, accompanied with
loud Cries and decp Groans. Thefe Agita-
tations weaken them by Degrees, caufe Con-
vulfions and rambling Thoughts, which they
take for Extacies; and while theyare in them,
they fancy they fee Spectres, and Apparitions;
~ which tho’ the E&c& of a troubled Brain on-
ly, isa new Torment to them.

This fort of Retreat lafts forty Days; and
Maghmud ftaid fo long in his fubterranean
Vault. ‘He then came forth, pale, meager,
and reducd almoft to a Speltre himfelf.
The Effe&t of this ridiculous Piece of Su-
perftition, was the turning his Head, and
putting him out of his Senfes, which he
never recover'd again : and this was what loft
him his Crown firft, and then his Life.

From that Moment he became reftlefs,
wild and fufpicious; taking Umbrage eof
his beft Friends, and believing that whoever
came near him aim’d at his Life and his
Throne. He was in the firft Fit of this Hy-
pocondriack Humour, when the Efcape of
Mirza-Seft, Schah-Huffein's eldeft Son, who

was
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was formerly declar’d his' Succeffor, threw
him into a Trafport of Rage, which causd
tac horrible Tragedy we are about to relate.

Mirza-Sefi having found Means to get out
of the Haram, fled to the Province of Bacb-
tyaci, where ’tis thought ‘he flill is, and is
the fame whom the Exropean Gazettes, upon
ill Information, pafs for a fuppofititious Prince.
The Ufurper was fo terrified at this News,
that he refolv’d to murder all the Princes of the
Blood, to prevent their making him uneafy for
the future.  On the 7th of February, 1725,
in the Afternoon; he order’d all thofe Prin-
ces to be brought into a Court of the Palace,
among_whom were three of the paternal
Uncles of Schah-Huffein, old and decrepid.

He commanded their Hands to be ty’d be-
hind them with their Girdles, and, affifted
by two of his Confederates who feconded
him in this cruel Butchery, he maffacred them
with his Sabre. There were only two left,
and thofe very young, who ran into the Arms
of Schah-Huffein. This Prince hearing a
Noife, and the Cries of dying Perfons, came
to thePlace where theSlaughter was committed,
At the {fight of fo many Princes welitering in
their Gore, he could not forbear making the
Tyrant bitter Reproaches. He ftood between

A

Maghmud and the two young Princes, his,

Children, whom the Ufurper would have
butcherd even in his Arms; and in endea-
vouring to defend them, receivd a Wound

L in
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in his Hand. The Tyrant, as barbarous
as he was, could not hclp being touch'd
..at the fight of the Blood of the King;
and fuffer'd him to fave the two little Princes,
to comfort him for the Lo{s of the reft.
*Tis not certainly known how many of
¢ them were murderd. Some fay one hun-
dred and five ; others a hundred and cighty;
and others more than that. We fhould not be
furpris'd to hear of fo many Princes of the Blood
in the Eaflern Courts. We might rather
wonder there were no more; fince in the
Reign of Schah-Hu/fein, thirty Cradles have
been carry’d into the Haram in a Months
time only. So thatthe Number would be in-
finite, if the greateft Part of them did net
dye in their Infancy.

After this bloody Execution, Maghmud
alted always like a Fury, and necver
fhew’d the leaft Sign of fober Senfe. The
Aghvan Phyficians who were with him, try’d
all the Secrets of their Art, to reftore him to
his Senfes; but their Remedies did not ope-
rate. They had Recourfe to the Armenian
Clergy, to rehearfe that Part of the Gofpel
over the Head of the Ufurper, which they
term the Red Gofpe/: A Cuftom in vogue
among the Perfians, who pretend that feve-
ral Cures have been done by it,on Perfons di-
fturb’d in their Minds, with the fameSymptoms
of Madnels as Maghmud had. The Arme-
wian Clergy came to the Palace in’folemn

Proceflion,
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Proceflion, wearing their facerdotal Habits, |
and bearing lighted Wax- Candles in their
Hands. They were honourably receiv'd there
by the Courtiers rang’d on each Side, whofe
Looks modeft and religious, and their great
Silenceand Refpect fhew’d their Veneration for
the{cChriftian Prielts. AftertheCeremony was
over, they were recondutted to Zulfz in the
fame Order, by a Crowd of Court-Lords.
The Ufurper hapning to have a lucid Inter-
vala little after the Ccremony,(ent the Arme-
nians two thoufand Tomans, or 4000 Crowns
in Specie, and as much in Effeéts which he,
had taken from them,p romifing with an O ath
to reftore the reft, if God was fo gracious to
him, as to reftore his Health. He alfo return’d
a thoufand Tomans in the fame Manner, and
with the fame Promife, to the Dutch Faltors,
from whom he had taken 40000 Tomans, or
2400000 Livres; and 20000 Tomans, or
1200000 Livres to the Engl/ifb Merchants:
which to both Companies, amounts to
3600000 Livres. But thefe Reftitutions did
neither the one nor the other much Good.
Maghmud's Succeflor made them void, as
the Effe®s of a diforderd Brain; and
orderd thofe Sums to be brought back
to his Trealury. In a Letter inferted in the
Mercurey, Fanuary 1727, it is faid he had
forc’d theDuzch to pay him 800000 Tomans,
which would make 48 Millions of Livres s
L 4 and
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4nd. the Englifh 200000 Tomans, or 12
Millions 5 all which is falfe and exorbitant.
The Sum I have {pecified, as in my Memoirs,
"is large enough in confcience.

Maghmud's* lucid Intesval lafted not long :
and the Palfy, or as others pretend, the Le-
profy, joyning to the Dclirium, onc half
of his Body rorted ; and his Bowels became
fo diforderd, that he voided his Excrements
at his Mouth; and in the horrid Tor-
ments he endur’d, he turn’d his Fury againft
himfelf, and tore his Hands with his Tecth.

While he was in this {ad Condicion, Prince
Thamas had an Advantage over onc of the
Aghvan Generals, which allarm’d that Na-
tion, This Prince with grear Difficulty got
15000 Men together ; and finding he was
not firong enough to make head againft the
Turks, who broke into Perfia thrce feveral
Ways, he refolv'd to carry on the War a-
gaint the Aghvans: and falling upon one
of their Generals call'd §7idal, as he was
marching to the City of Castin with 7000
Men, he attack’d and defcated him.

The Aghvans were allarm’d at this News,
and findirg there was no Hope of any thing
from Maghmud, who was not fit for Bafi-
nefs, they thought of chufing him a Suc-
cefflor. The Right of this Succeflion, fell na-
turally to the Ufurpers elder Brother; but
bhe was agtyally at Candahar ; and there being
2 450

-
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4soLeaguesDiftance from thatCity tolfpaban,
along a Country not yet fubdu’d, he could not
venture thence without a little Army, whofe
March would take up three or fourMonthstime,
In the mcan while, the Affair was prefling,
and their Condition was like to grow worfe
every Day, till fome Order was taken about
it.  This Reafon inducd the Aghvansto
proceed immediately to a Choice of a Suc-
ceflor to Maghmud: which Choice fell up-
on Afzraff his Coufin German ; who was then
in Confinement at I/paban on the following
Occafion,

Afzraff was the Son of that Brother of
Myrr-Weis who fucceeded that famons Rebel
in the Command of the Nation ; and whofe
Head his Nephew Maghmud had cut off, in
order to put himfelf in his Place, as is elfe-
where related. Tho Maghmud's Power was
increas’d by that Murder, and he had fince
acquird fo much Credit with the Agbvans,
that A/ffaff was oblig’'d to diffemble his Re-
fentment for his Fathex’s Death ; yet he kept
it ftill in his Mind: and whether for that
Realon,or.out of his Moderation,which was his
particular Charaler, and which always preferv'd
him in the Eftcem of theAghvans, hisCountry-
men, even” while he was in Prifon, he always
oppos’d, as much as was poflible, his Coufin
Maghmud's ambitious Proje@ts; and was al-
ways of Opinion, that Schah Huffein's Pro-
pofals of Peace ought to have bgen accepted.
' : | Such
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Such a Dilfpofition of Mind could not be
grateful to Maghmud, and began to make
him fufpicious of Afzraff. But he became
more {o, and with morc Reafon, during the
Siege of I/pahan, on account of two Fadts
he was inform’d of ; the one was, that out of
Compaflion to the Want Schah Huffein was
reduced ro in his own Palace, where he had
not Food, he causd 7000 Batmens of Corn
to be convey’d to him, about 84000 Pound
Weight ; each Batmen being 12 Pounds A-
verdupoix. The fecond Fa&t was fill
more confiderable, and more odious,
which was his treating with the Court of
Perfiz to come over to them with his Troops,
on Payment of a certain Sum which he de-
manded, to be diftributed among them. Had
the Money been paid, Afzraff had certainly
join’d the Perfian Army. But the Court of
Perfia, out of a Picce of ill-tim’d Husbandry,
put off the Affair with fo many Delays, in
Expc&ation of Ali-Merdan-Kan's coming
with Provifions, that Afzraff grew weary,
and broke off the Treaty; which he would
never after renew, tho’ the Court much de-
fird it. The Intrigues between them were
not {o well conceal’d, but that Maghmud had
fome Intimations of them; and to prevent
their being accomplifh’d, drew off Afzraff
from the Poft where he commanded, and
where he had a Conveniency to carry on his

Correfpondence with .the Court of Perfia ;
and
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and being obliged to diffemble till he was
Matter of Ifpaban, he did not difcover any
Difcontent againft his Coufin ; but when he
took him from his Poft ncar the Capital, he
pretended ‘twas to give him a more honoura-
ble and more important Commiflion, by or-
dering him to cover the Siege : Which he did
as long as it lafted. But as {oon as Maghmud
had poflefs’d himfelf of Ifpaban, he causd
him to be arrefted and kept in Prifon all his

Reign ; that is, two Years and fix Months.

He was a Prifoner, when by an unhop’d-
for Revolution he was taken thence and pla.
ced upon the Throne. Tho' the Neceflity the
Aghvans were in to remedy the prefent Dif
orders oblig’d them to o fudden a Choice of
a Chief, and made them caft their Eyes upon
Afzraff, as the neareft Relation of Magh-
mud ; yet their high Eftcem of his Merit
and Capacity determin’d them to chufe him,
as much as his Aflinity to the Ufurper. They
refpeted him not only as a Man of Wifdom,
Moderation and Equity, but as the greateft
Captain of their Nation, fince the Decath of
Nafyr Ulla. Nay, they gave him the Prefe-
rence of the latter in the Comparifon they
made ofthem, faying, Na/yr-Ullahad been the
more fuccefsful Robber, but Afzraff the more
able and experienc’d General. He gave fignal
Proofs of it in the Battel of Gzulnabat ; and
all the World allow’d, that the Victory the
4 Agh-
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Aghvans obtain'd was owing to his good
Conduét and Valour.

The Majority of the Suffrages being in his
Favour, the principal Perfons “of the Nation,
and thc chief Officers of the Army, ran tu_
multuoufly to the Prifon, where they faluted
him King the 22d of April, I725. From
thence he march’d to the Palace, where he
met with fome Refiftance from Maghmud's
Guards, who were Aghvans of the Province
of Hazaray, of the Perfian Se&, and ftood
out for their Mafter. They fuftain’d the Affault
with all the Courage and Vigor that could
be expetted from their Fidelity vo Maghmud ;
but being only, as one may fay, an handful
of Men within the Palace, while all without
declar’d for Afzraff, they were forcd to fub-
mit after an Hour’s Difpute, and Afzraff be-
came Mafter of the Throne upon which his
Countrymen were eager to place him. Buatas
he always had the Revenge of his Father’s Death
at heart, whofe Head Maghmud had cut off,
1o he would not be placed on the Throne till
that of Maghmud was brought him. He alfo
orderd all Maghrimds Guard, confifting of
soo Men of the Aghuvans of Hazaray, to
be put to the Sword, and all his Minifters
and particular Confidents, who were mur-
der’d the fame Day.

The Principal of all Maghmud's Minifters,
and he whom he moft trufted, was Almas:
Kullar Aghafr, General of the Amllcry, wha

fled,
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fled. - But A/zraff fent after him. The Mefs
fenger overtook him, and brought him back
to Ifpaban, where he was put to the Tor-
ture, to force him to declare where his
Treafures were.. He endard the firlk
Torture with great Refolution; and to
avoid another, he flew himfelf, after ha-
ving {lain his Wife to prevent her being ex-
pos'd, as he fear’d fhe might have been.

The Death of this Minifter, who was in
general Efteem, and whom every body thought
worthy of a better Fortune, was Caufe of
Grief cven to dfzraff hlm(clf who faw im-
mediately that all the Odium of it would fall
upon him. He was indeed a Man of an un-
blameable Conduét, and-whom no body had
complained of ever fince the Aghvans were
Mafters of Ifpaban. The Perfians them-
felves commended him, and the Ewuropeans
and Chriftians look’d on him as their Pro-
teCtor and Friend. - No Perfon was fo much
trufted by Maghmud as he was: But he made
no other Ufc of the Favour he was in, than
to mollify him, and as much as he could to

hinder his violent Ations. “T'was very wrong
~ to torture him to find out his conceal’d Riches.
He never was at any Trouble to heap up
Treafure; and very far from extorting any
thing from any one, it wasa Law with him to
take Prefents from no body. He faid often,
he would bc a charge to none; and that
without drawing on “himfelf the Curfes of

the
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the People by pillaging them, thete was Tréa:
fure enough in the King’s Finances, which
was entirely at his Difpofal, to anfwer the
Expence which his Rank requird. For that
Expence was very moderate: A little fatisfy’d
him; and he livd after the Fortune of the
Aghvans, no otherwife than he had done
before it. He was as generous as compaflio~
nate, of which he gave a remarkable Proof
on this Occafion. A Widow of Ifpaban be-
ing almoft dead with Grief at feeing an Agh-
van Officer about to carry away her only Son
a Slave to Candabar, pretending the Mother
had fold him for fifty Sequins, A/mas-Kullar
was extremely concern’d at the poor Woman’s
Trouble; and tho’ he could not force the Of-
ficer to give back her Son, he bargain’d with
him for the Lad, giving him 150 Sequins,
and the Choice of any Horfe in his Stables ;
for which the Boy was deliverd him, and he
reftor’d him to his Mother. An Example of
Generofity and Humanity that one could
hardly expe&t from a barbarous Nation, and
would have done Honour to the beft Time of
anticnt . Rome. Afzraff, who wanted only
this Man’s Riches, which he thought was
great, becaufe he had it in his Power to ac-
quire Wealth, was the more troubled at his
Death, for that he was fenfiblc of his Merit,

and intended to make ufe of him.
This Minifter’s Merit and Probity, did ho-
nour to Maghmud's Choice and Confidence,
who
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who was himfelf of a very different Chara-’
¢ter.  And as this modern Conqueror has
made a very confiderable Figure in the £af?,
one cannot but have a little Curiofity about
what concerns his Perfon. I fhall therefore
give his Pi¢ture as I find it in my Memoirs.
He was middle-fiz’'d, and pretty fquat : his
Face broad, his Nofe flattith, his Eyes blue J
and {quinting a little, his Look fierce. His
Phyﬁogmony had fomething rough and dif- |
agreable in it, difcovering a Cruelty in lusj,
Nature. His Neck was fo monftroufly fhort, |
that his Head {eem’d to grow to his Shoulders.
He had fcarce any Beard ; and what he had
was carotty. His Eyes were gencrally
down-caft, and he look’d always as if he was|
muﬁng. Every Morning he exercis'd him-}
felf in wreftling half an Hour with fome o {
the moft robuft of his Officers ; and fpent the
reft of the Day in other Exercxfes proper to
harden and ftrengthen his Body. Five Sheep|
were brought him daily with their Feet ty’d, |
forthim tocut themin two with his Sabre. He
was very dexterous at flinging a little Javelin,
call'd Gérid in Perfia, and never fail’d of firik-
ing the Mark he aim’d at. He was o nimble
in mounting his Horfe, that without a Stir-
rop, he would lay hold of the Horfe’s Mane
with his left Hand, and clapping his right on
his Back, would leap into the Saddle. - He
flept very little, and never made ufe of Mat-
treffes in a Campaign. He went the Rounds
himfelf,

3
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himfelf, accompanied with fome of his moft
trufty Friends, to vifit the Centinels in the
Night ; not only in the Camp, but in I/pa-
han it felf. He was very fober in his Diet
and Drink, contenting himfelf with what he
found: and as an Effe&t of his Sobriety, he
was {o exaltly continent, that he never had
Commerce with any Woman but his Wife,
| Schah-Hufféin's Daughter, by whom he had
' a Son, whofe Eyes ’tis thought his Succeflor
has put out, if he has not taken his Life away.
He was extremely fevere in military Difcipline :
more fear’d than belov’d by his Soldiers ; they
valu'd him for his Intrepidity in braving the
greateft Dangers, and cry’d him.up as a Man
capable of the boldeft Enterprizes, and whofe
Boldnefs was:generally fuccefsful. But they
did not wifh him well, for thefe two Reafons :
The firft, becaufe he fometimes took away
the Booty from them : The fecond becaufe
he treated ,them with great Severity, even
fometimes to Decimation: They knew alfo
he had conceivid grear Indignation againft
them, after his laft Defeat at Fef; and had
dropt a Word, that he wifh’d they were then
as great Beggars as ‘when they came to Ifpa-
ban. Butwhat they prais’d him for above all
things, was hisinviolable Fidelity in Friendfhip
when he had once {worn it. 'We have an In-
flance of it in his Condu& towards Awan-
Ulla, even in the Moment when he faw he
was betray’d by him; and ’tis certain, that

g Al another
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another in his Place, would not have boggl’d
at ridding himfelf of a Man of that Make,
equally unfaithful and dangerous, who had
firft broken the moft effential Obligations of
Friendfhip. Such was the Charaéter, and {uch
the Piture of this Conqueror of Perfiz;
who at the Age of twenty-fix Years, (he bes
ing fcarce more when he dy’d,) had made him-
felf terrible to all the Ezf. Tho' he had
reign’d but two Years and a half, and dy’d
very young, onec may fay he had run his
whol¢ Career in the taking of Ifpahan ; ne ha-
ving done nothing himfelf that was confi~
derable aftcrwards, but mifcarry’d thamefully
in his two laft Expcditions. Thus he was
more qualified to make Conquefts by the Bold-
nefs, or cven the Temerity of his Projects,
than to fecure them by wife and iuitable
Meafures. Quite contrary to this, his Suc
ceffor and Coufin 4fzraff hadall the Phlegm
and Capacity neceflary to eftablifh Domlmon
in a Kingdom conquer’d to his Hands: but
was too ;udxcnous, and too bounded in his
Views, to undertake a Conqueft, or risk
himfelf and his Army. :

Nothing demonfirates to us the Defign
of Providence to deprive the Family of the
Sophss of the Crown, better than the
Choice and Ufe it madeof the two Ufurpers
whom it plac'd on the Throne one after the
other. Such- a Man as Maghmud, determin’d
to run all Risks without confideting Confg-
quences, was the only proper Man to under-
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take a Siege whereby he had certainly pe-
tifh’d, if of an infinite Number of Faults,
one flill greater than the other, which the
Perfians committed,but one only had not been
made. Heaven permitted him to fucceed, con-
trary to all appearance ; and when that Ufur-
per by his Fury, Rage, Tranfports, and Cru-
clty, was no more fit to carry on his Work,
Providence took him from the World, and
put in his Place, a Man who had all neceffary
Qualities and Talents tc perfeét what the
other had begun: he was fharp, fubtle, intel-
ligent in his Interefts,and knew perfeétly well
what Value to fet upon them.

He was regular in his Proceedings, and
gain’'d his Ends by the moft effe¢tual Means,
without leaving any thing to Hazard if he
could help it. He conceald all his Defigns
with an outfide of Moderation and Probity,
to which the People were often Dupes; and
by favour of which, the moft tyrannical A&s
of Violence, paft for Ads of Juftice.

His Politicks, which refembl’d thofe of 77-
berius, except that they were not fo dark and
fo cruel, rais’d him to the Throne in a like
Manner, and with the fame Diflimulation
that Roman Emperor affetted on the fame
Occafion. He excusd himfelf; he blamed
his Predeceflor Maghmud's Ambition; he
laid the Crown at Sc/mb-HuﬂZ’in's Feet, and
prefs'd him to refume it,as he only hada Right
to it. But the more hc pre(s'd Schab- Hu/‘

Jeim,
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Jféin, the miore that Prince look’d on his In?
flances as fo many Snares, and would not
therefore hearken to them ; declaring openly;,
‘that He preferrd the Quict he enjoy’d; to all
the Glitterings of a Diadem: that he look’d
on the Event which oblig’d him to abdicate
his Throne, as a Decree of Providence : that
from the very Moment of his Abdication,
he never had the lcaft Temptation to fe-
cover it, and thould think he aed contrary
to the Orders of Heaven, if he did but fo
much as liften to the Propofal. Howeves,
he complain’d very movingly of Maghmud's
Cruelty towards the Princes his Children, and
all his Family, and the little Regard he had
had to his Perfon and Wants ; adding that he
promis’d himfelf from the Humanity of A=
&raff, that he fhould be better us'd, and that
he would make fuch Provifion for him, as
might enable him to pafs the reft of his Days
in Peace. He clos'd what he had to fay, with
offering him onc of his Daughters, and in—j
viting him to marry her. '
- Afzraff feem’d affe@ed withSchah- Huffein's
Difcourfc and Complaints, and fuffer'd him-
felf to be perfuaded to take the Sceptre: and
his Behaviour to the abdicated King was fuch,
as made the People curfe the Memory of his
Predeceffor, and gave them a fair Idea of his
future Government. For after he had ex-
prefs'd his Senfe of Schah-Huffein's Afi&ion
for the Murder of fo many Princes, and his
Mz Abhor-
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Abhorrence of that barbarous and bloody
Maflacre,he order’d the Bones of thofe {laugh-~
ter'd Princes to be gather'd together, (for
Maghmud had left them unbury’d in the
Place where they were murder'd,) and put
into Coffins, which were carry’d on Camels
taken out of the King’s Stables, to the City
of Kom, feven Days Journey from Ifpahan,
where the Perfrans had a Garifon, and were
ftill Maftets. He fent with this Convoy, rich
Tapiftrys, Golden Brocards, Tiflues and other
Decorations, for the Mofque where thefe
Corps wete to be depofited 5 with a thoufand
Tomans to be diftributed among the Santons
and Poor of the Place, to pray for the Souls of
thofe Princes. 'When this mournful Convoy
came out of the Palace Gates to procecd to
Kom, the whole City ran to mecet it, and
receivid it with Funeral Lamentations and
Cries ; nor did they leave following it till it
was paft the Suburbs; having at leaft this
Comfort, that they had the Liberty to deplore
their Misfortunes and thofe of the Royal Fa-
mily. This Convoy arriv'd at Kom without
any Accident, and was recciv'd there with new
Lamentations,and greatHonour.There wasnone
‘but the Condu&or of this mournful Caravan,
who was a Georgian, that {ufferd ; and he was
the Vi&im of a barbarous Cuftom in Perfiz :
for it being the Ufage in that Country to beat
thofe that bring bad News, they pull'd out
this Georgian's Eyes, but recciv'd the reft I?f
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the Officers very honourably. However, the
Corps of the murderd Princes were not bu-
ried till Orders came from Prince Thamuas,
on whom that City ftill depended.

Thus did the new Sultan begin to reconcile
himfelf with the Perfians, and by an A& of .
Humanity which coft him little. He did it
at the Expence of his Predeceflor’s Memory ; .
to whom tho’ he was oblig’d for that Barbarity,
of which-himfelf reap’d all the Benefit.

He did another thing in favour of Schah-
Huffein, that gain’d him the Hearts of the
‘Perfians as much as the former : for he af-
fign'd him fifty Tomans, or a thoufand
Crownsa Week for his Privy Purfe; whereas
Maghmud allow’d him no more monthly;
and to find fome agreecable Amufement, he
ordered that his Advice fhould be follow'd i in
the royal Buildings Maghmud had begun to
ere& within the Walls of the Palace. Af-
zraff continued the Work, and commanded
his Builders to take Direttions from Schab
Hu/ffein, whofe Time had almoft always been
employ’d in Building, which was his chicfeft
Delight 5 and befides that, it was the beft A-
mufement he could have thought of for the
deposd King. The Buildings were like to be
the more perfeét for it, fince no body undet-
flood that Art, or had a better Tafte in it,
than Schah Huffein, who indecd hardly un-
derftood any thing clfc.
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In fine; to anfwer his Defires in every
thing, he marry’d onc of his Daughters, as
he had prefs'd him to do. For this Marriage
he repudiated his Wife, and by it he not on-
ly gave the old King the Satisfattion to fce
him his Son-in-law, but acquir'd a new Right
to the Crown.

He fhew’d himfclf as good a Politician in
his Condu& towards the Confpirators who
plac’d him in the Throne. After having made
his Advantage of their Crime, he thought it
for his Safety to punifh an Infurre&ion which
had been fo bencficial to him; and which
to leave unpunifh’d might be pernicious. He
had not been King cight Days, when he ar-
refted all thofc that had been concern’d in the
Confpiracy. Some of them he put to Death ;
fome he fhut up in Prifon, and confifcated the
Eftates of all of them. By which Stroke of
Policy he got a double Advantage, in deliver-
ing himfelf from the moft turbulent and fe-
ditious Officers, and filling his Coffers with
their Treafures, which they had pillag’'d from
the Citizensof Ifpaban at the taking of that Ci-
ty. Thefe Treafures were immenfe; for the
Confpirators were the principal Officers of the
‘Army, and thofe that got moft of the Pillage :
And it had been agreed between Maghmud
and them before they cnter'd Ifpaban, that the
King’s Treafures thould be his, but that they
fhould have all the reft they could find in the
City. Befides, when Maghmud lew 3000 of

the



[ 167 ]
the chief Perfian Lords after the Rebellion at
Casbin, and Aman-Ulla’s Defeat, he gave
their Goods and their Wealth to thofe very
Aghvan Officers, whom AfZraff now ftripp’d
of all 5 much to his Profit, as from all |this
will be eafily conceiv'd.

Farther, the prodigious Riches he got by
it may be calculated by what he made of the
Confifcation of Aman-Ulla’s Eftate only. This
Man, who was at firft but a Santon, or Dervis,
tho’ fome pretend he was Prince of Kabul, a
Province between Candahar and the Territo-
rics of the Great Mogul, grew immenfely
rich in the Reign of Maghmud, with whom
he claim’d an equal Share of the Crown, as
has been feen in the preceding Pages. And
tho’ the Ufurper did not relith the fharing the
Crown with him, he gave him full Liberty
in every thing elfe, fuffering him to pillage:
and plunder at pleafure. He made him A-
themat-Doulet, or Prime Minifter of the
Kingdom, after their laft Reconciliation ; and
the very Prefents he took upon his entring on
that Oflice amounted to 9oco Tomans, or
540000 Livres. From whence we may in-
fer, that his Treafures equalled thofe of the
greateft Kings. 1 fhall give but one Inftance
of his Greedine(s, by which guefs may be
made of his Avarice and Extortion in all his
Management, This Robber, amidft the moft
unbridled Licenfe to take whatever he would,
did not difdain to prattife the groffeft
Cheat to enrich himfelf. The Diretors of
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the Englifb Fa&ory fent him confiderable Pre-
fents at his Entrance into Ifpaban to obtain
his Protection. Among the reft was a Jewel
worth 700 Tomans, or 42000 Livres. A-
man-Ulla got a counterfeit Diamond, and
fent it back to the Fatory in the place of the
other, faying, he had rather have the Value of
it in ready Money ; which they were obliged
to pay him. Tho Maghmud comply’d with
him in all things, the dividing the Crown
excepted, and made him otherwife as great
and as powerful as he could ; yet he was one
of the moft vehement Confpirators againft
him in favour of Afzraff : In whom he found
a more cunning and fubtil Mafter than Magh-
wmud was, Tho' Afzraff made Advantage of
his Treafon, he was glad to have a Colour
for punifhing him, and poffefling himfelf of
the Treafures he had fcrap’d together ; as alfo
for getting rid of a Man, who having difpu-
ted the Crown with his Predeceffor, might
think perhaps he had more Right to it than
himf{elf.

Sultan A/zraff got not much lefs by Mian-
g#s Confilcation. He had been Maghmud's
Governor in his Youth ; and all the Operati-
ons of the War had been direCted by his
Counfels. He was an Indian of Kabul, and
pafs'd for a Magician. The Aghvans them-
felves attributed to his Sorcery all the
Succefs they had met with in their Enter-
prize. Magbmud had fuch a Refpet for
him, that he never appear’d before him, but

with
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with his Hands on his Breaft crofswife, as
Children of Quality ‘always appear before
their Fathers in Perfiz. He kifs'd his Hand
very fubmiflively, and would never fic till
Miangi bad him take a Seat near him. His
Authority was fo great, that what he orderd
was done without Contradiction, even tho’
it was to the Prejudicc of Maghmud's own
Orders, who never once oppos'd his Opinion
or his Pleafure. He was look’d upon as a
Man of ‘extraordinary Senfe and confummate
Prudence, and was at the Head of the Ufurper’s
Council, where his Advice was always predo-
minant. ‘Tisnot faid he was one of the Con-
fpirators, nor is it likely he was of the Num-
ber. His Riches were the fole Caufe of his
Ruin. The new King took all he had from
him, but promis’d to fend him to his own
Country with a Reward fuitable to his Ser-
vices.

Zeberdefl-Kan, who had fo fuccefsfully
fervd Maghmud in the War, was the only
Man of all thofe that had becen arrefted for
the Confpxracy, who was fet at Liberty ; and
he ow'd it only to his good Condu&t at Chs-
ras, where he commanded. For Sultan A/z-
raff, who had befides a good Opinion of his
Capacity inWar, and intended to take him into
his Service, gave him his Pardon on the many
Teftimonies that were produced of his good
Bchaviour.in his Government ; to which he
fent him back with Remittances for 20000
Tomans rais'd out of the Confifcations.

There
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There were but two confiderable Officers
of the Aghvan Army, General Sendal, and
Machmet of the Nation of the Bolvoza, who
were not meddled with. All the reft were
involvd in the common Misfortune, which
the new King’s own Brother was not exempt-
ed from. He was younger than A/zraff; a
lively young Man, who feeing his Brother on
the Throne, was afraid he thould be fervd as
the Kings of Perfia were wont to ferve their
Brothers, and be thut up in the Haram. He
did not come off fo well; for having made
his Efcape, and being taken and brought
back to A/zraff, who had fent Meffengers af-
ter him, he caus'd his Eyes to be put out,
by placing a Plate of Gold burning hot up-
on them, and then he was confin’'d in the
Place he was fo much afraid of. Maghmud's
Mother had alfo a Share of the Difgrace in-
to which his Friends fell. Afzraff refenting
that the had refus'd to interceed for him with
her Son when he was a Prifoner, order’d her
to be fhut up a whole Night in the Court,
where lay the rotting Carcafles of the Princes
of the Blood, whofe Throats her Son had
cut; but the next Day he alter'd his mind,
and treated her with Diftin&tion and Favour,
promifing to fend her home to Candabar with
confiderable Riches, and in the mean time
making Provifion for her Entertainment ac-
cording to her Rank.

The Impriforiment of the Confpirators, the
moft powerful Men among the Aghvans, the

’ Con-
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Confifcation of their Eftates, and above ali,
the Death of moft of them, had delivered him
from thofe of that Nation who could have
given him any Umbrage; and his Humanity
with refpeét to the Corps of the Princes of
the Blood, whom he caus’d to be buried in
the Sepulchre of the Perfian Kings, from
whom they defcended, had made very advan-
tagious Impreflions of him en the Minds of
the People 5 who befides, were not capable of
undertaking any thing againft him: neither
was there any Fear of them in cafe of a Re-
volt, unlefs they had a Chief to head them,
which muft have been onc of the ‘Nobility ;
his Predeceflor’s murdering 300 Perfian Lords
at a time, made him pretty fafe on that Score 3
but there were flill twenty-five left, whom
Maghmnd had {pard ; whom happily for him,
Afzraff found a Pretence to rid himfelf of
which will be explain’d in giving a Relation
of his artful Conduct with refpeé to Prince
Thamas, who was very near falling into the
Snare he had laid for him.

We muft firt fuppofe that during Magh-
muds Sicknefs, which lafted two Months,
Afzraff, imprifon’d as he was, held Intelli-
gence with Prince Zhamas, by Means of thofe
twenty-five Perfian Lords whom Maghmud
had not put to Death with the reft. He and
they wrote the Prince a Letter, inviting him
to Ifpaban, and promifing him to declare for
him. He aflured him, that hefhould no fooner

appear
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appeat with his Troops, than his Friends would
takc him out of Prifon, and he and they
would joyn him witha great Part of the 4gb-
wan Army. All he demanded for himfelf
and them, in recompence of fo important a
Service, was the Prefervation of their Lives
and their Eftates, which he muft article for
in the beft Form, and with the fureft Guaran-
ty that could be. A Treaty was concluded
on this Foot, before Maghmud's Death, while
Afzraff was ftill a Prifoner. He had receivid
a Writing from Prince Thamas, wherein he
engag’d himfelf in the firongeft Terms,
calling down upon himfelf the moft horrible
Curfes, if he did not pun&tually and inviola-
bly perform all and every of the Condition
ftipulated in that Treaty.

Things ftood thus, when by a moft fudden
and unhop’d for Revolution, Afzraff was
taken from the Prifon, and plac’d on the
Throne. This unforefeen Change of Fortune,
made him foon change Sentiments with re-
fpe& to Prince Thamas, but not his Manner
of Conduct. Tho’ the Engagements he had en-
ter'd into with that Prince to drive Magh-
mud from Ifpahan, could not fubfift after the
Ufurper’s Death, yet he fill affeGed great
Friendthip for Prince Thamas, and to be al-
ways teady to treat of Peace with him. He
began with fending Exprefles to all the Cities
which own’d Prince Thamas as their Sove-
reign, to let them know, that his Troops

fhould
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fhould not give them any Difturbance, till it
was determin’d who thould be Mafter. He at
the fame time, fent Ambaffadors to the Prince
with a Prefent of ten fine Horfes in Royal
Harnefles, and a Propofal of an Interview and
a Conference with him, at a Place between
the City of Kom and that of Tehran, to re-
gulate their Interefts, and by proper Meafures
taken in concert, to hinder the Deftruction of
fo great a Monarchy.
. Before this Embafly reach’d Prince 7hamas,
or he knew of Maghmud's Death, and the
Choice of his Succeflor, he had a new Ad-
vantage over General Seidal, who coming
upon him with an Army ftronger than before,
was beaten, and more fhamefully routed than
in the former Overthrow ; but he had an
Opportunity by his Defeat to do the new Sul-
tan a greater Piece of Service, than a Victory
would have done him. |

As foon as Afzraff was feated on the
Throne, the twenty-five Perfian Lotds,
by whofe Canal, during his Imprifon-
ment, he carry’d on his Treaty with Prince
Thamas, fent that Prince Information of the
Revolution which had happen’d at Ifpa-
ban. They told him in gencral, that the
Face of Things was alter'd, and he muft not
depend on the Stipulations he had made with
Afzraff, but muft think of other Meafures.

Thofe that carried thefe Letters were upon
the Road, when the Battel was fought be-
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tween Prinice Thamas and Seidal, and very
unhappily for themfelves and the Lords who
fent them, they fell into the Hands of that
General, who intercepted them as he was re-
treating to the Capital after hisDefeat. He
feiz’d the Bearers and the Packets, and fent
them to the new Sultan.

. Tho’ there was nothing very criminal in theln-
formation thofc¢Perfian Lordshad given Prince
Thamas; nor any Treachery in their inform-
ing that Prince of the Change that happen’d
at Ifpaban, fince Afzraff had himfelf em-
ploy’d them ‘to mediate between him and
Prince Thamas: yet the new Sultan made
that a Colour to cut off thofe five and twenty
Lords, after which there would be none of
the Perfian Nobility left to advife the Prince
what Meafures to take againft him. So that
he took hold of this Occafion, the Infor-
mation they gave Prince 7hamas, which he
made High Treafon, to ferve them as Magh-
mud had ferv'd the 300: and inviting thens
to his Pleafure-Houfe at Farabat, as if to
hunt with him, he caus'd them e¢very one to
be murder'd. And as this Murder could not
bur raife Diffidence in the Mind of the Prince
whom he defign’d only to amufe with an Em-
bafly to furprife him, he immediately took the
Field with anArmy of 20000 Men, the moft he
could get ready in hafte,and march’d to thePlace
where the Interview was appointed to be.
The Prince decoy’d by thac Embafly, andk.ths
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kind Offers of the new Sultan, miftrufted no«
thing, but advanced fecurely towards the Place
of Conference,and having much lefs Number of
Troops with him than the Sultan, he had
doubtlefs been furprifed by him, if the Near-
nefs of Danger had not made him bethink
himfelf of Precautions. He thought it was
not prudent to truft to an Enemy’s Word
without examining Places and Difpofition of
things beforehand. To that Purpofe he de-
tach’d one of his Lieutenants, Aflan-Kan, to
getIntelligence 5 and the latter finding Afzraff’
was approaching with an Army, inftead of a
{mallBody of Troops as an Efcort,and that with-
out ftopping at the Place of Rendezvous, he
continu’d his March towards the Prince; he
fent his Mafter notice of it, that he might

ftand upon his Guard. ¢
Prince Thamas, who had lately got two
Victorics over the Aghvans commanded by
General Seidal, had fuch Confidence in his
Troops, and in his good Fortune, that tho’
he was much weaker than Afzraff in Num-
bers, he was refolvid to attack him; and
would have done it, if Jealoufy, which had
fown Divifion in his little Army, had not
fpoil'd his Defign. They confifted of Forces
of two Nations, Kagsats and Kitzibafz, ot
as Tavernier calls them, Kefelbachs or Red-
Heads, fo term’d from the Red Caps they
wore formerly. The Kagiats were more in
Number ; and taking Advantage of the Prince’s
2 Want
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Want of them, they told him they were
ready to fpend their laft Drop of Blood in his
Scrvice, and would anfwer for the Victory ;
but in Recompence, they demanded that to
honour their Militia he would promife to
chufe for the future the Athamat-Dounlet, or
Prime Minifter, out of it. This the Kiziz-
baf% oppos'd, and the two Bodies divided up-
on it. The Prince’s Authority, which they
obey’d but juft as much as they pleasd, was
too weak to reconcile them, and Thamas was
oblig'd to give back, inftead of attacking the
Enemy. He retir'd into the Province of Ma-
[andran, near the Cafpian Sea, and the Agh-
wans aflaulted the Cities of Kom, Sava and
Tehran. They took the two former, but were
repuls’d by the latter with very great Lofs. One -
can’t tell where the Author of the Relation ine
ferted in the Second Volume, for December,
1726, learn’d that Prince Thamas retir'd at firfk
to this City,whence, according to him, he made
his Efcape in the Night; and that Afzreff
afterwards forc’d and fack’d the Town, out
of Spite at his mifling Prince Zhamas there.
It is falfe that Prince Thamas retir'd thither ;
and Afzraff was fo far from taking the Town,
that he was beaten off, and compell’d to raife
the Siege, with the Lofs of a great many Men.
After the Prince had fecurd himfelf in Ma-
Jandran, he was no more talk'd of. The
Difcord and Diffentions that grew among the

few Troops he had, depriv'd him of all Mcan;
. Q
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of making head againft the Zurks and Muf:
covites, who each broke in on a Part of the
Kingdom ; much lefs againft the Apbvans,
who were Mafters of the Capital, and moft
of the inland Provinces.

The Mufecovites did not pufh thcnr Con-
quefts much beyond the Borders of the Caf-
p?an Sea ; but the Turks carry’d theirs farther
within Land If they were defeated by Prince
Thamas before Tauris in 1724, they had ¢heir
Revenge ‘at Amadan, the moft confiderable
City in Perfia, equalin Bignefs and Strength
to Bagdat, or Babylon; for the Batha of the
latter City poflefs’d himfelf of Amadan, after
having cut to pieces the Relief Prince™7ha-
mas {ent it, as has been faid in its place. But
all thefe Exploits were only a Prelude to
what they were to do in the following Year
1725. They then enter'd Perfia three feve-
ral ways with three Armies. One fell upon
Georgia, where they found no Relfiftance;
this Province having been ruin'd, firlt by the
Civil Wars between Prince Thamas and Vach-
tanga Prince of Georgia; then by the Lef-
gians, who feiz'd Teflis the Capical, and de-
ftroy’d i, and all that was in it, with Fire
and Sword. The City of Gengea, Capital
of aPrincipality of the {fame Name, famous for
the Silk Trade, and one of the faireft and
richeft Cities in Perfia, held out but two
Days, and furrender’d to the Turks by Capi-
tulation.
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( The Army that enter’d Perfia on the Side
of Erivan took that Place by Storm at the
| firft Artack 5 and there were 30000 Armeni-
| ans, who could not get into the City, put
to the Sword, whatever the Turkifb Officers
could do to prevent it. But the Fanifaries
remembring their Lofs before Zauris laft
. Yecar, where the Armenzans fpar'd none, were
\ fo enrag’d againft them, that there was no fa-
ving them out of their Hands. The Citadel
X fuftain’d a Siege of two Months, at the End
of which it was Turrender'd by the Interpofi-
..,‘“non of the Armenian Patriarchi’ Befides the
é,g« 30000 Armenians who were Kkill'd at the ta-
¢ king of the City, there was a great Number
! carry’d into Captivity, driven along like o
. many Herds of Cattle. Their Number di-
minifh’d fo during thefe Wars, that at the End
of 1725, there were not half fo many in
| Perfia, asbefore the coming of the 4ghvans.
i The only Armenians that continued to make
t  Refiftance, were thofe that retired to. the
Mountains of Kapan. None had contribu-
ted_more than they to_the ‘Defear_of the
Turks before Taurss. Thcy drove them away
a fecond time; but bemg abandon’d by Prince
i Thamas, they madec peace with the Zurks,
who granted them what Conditions they
would have. ’Twas agreed, that upon Pay-
ment of a certain Tribute they fhould have
no Garifon, but only a fmall Number of
Turkifr Officers to command there in the

Grand

E“'"""" rww L= t,;._“ﬁ iy T

i 7?@ ‘L-{/f 9;4 o X ’z Coa Wl‘(‘

]
!
{
i



[ 179 ] ]

Grand Signior’s room. ‘The Tarks being ve:
ry well pleas’d that they fhould render them-
felves irreconcileable to the Perfrans their
old Mafters, permitted them to make Inroads
into Perfia, and plunder their Towns and
Villages. They made ufe of this Permiflion,
like Men who had not forgot the Infulrs and
Injuries they had fufferd trom the Perfrans
for more than a hundred Years paft. They
now pillag’'d them in their turn, and in dif-
ferent Places took from them conﬁderablc
Boory.

Zauris, heretofore the Capital of Perfia,
and the . greateft Clty of the Kingdom_ next
10 ,[fpa/ozm, fell "into the Hands of the Turks
in the Year 1725, and was almoft as {oon ta-
ken as befieged. Ofinan Bafba, who com-
manded at this Siege, had caus'd the Chri-
ftians to be told, that they thould retire with
their Effeéts into the Churches, affuring them
they fhould come to no-Damage. HL even
publith’d an Order in his Camp, that no
Churches fhould be pillag’d, tho’ the Town
Wwas taken by Storm. Bur this Bafha being
One of the firft who was kill’'d in the Affaule,
his Order did not take place ; and the Turks,
as much to revenge tiie Death of their Gene-'
ral, as out of Reﬁ:ntment for their Lofs be~
forc the Ciry the Year preceding, put all to!
the Sword wirthout Diftinction. The Slaugh-
ter lafted five Days, and above 200000 Men!
were flain,

N 2 s 2



[ 180 ]

In the mean time, Achmet Bafha, who
madec himfelf Malter of Amadan in 1724,
made an Irruption on the Side of Ifpaban in
the Year 1725. He left a firong Garifon in
Amadan, and advanced with his Army as far
as Hurmavat within three Days Journey of

{Ifpakan. This Country is occupy’d by the
! Bachtylarians, who live there under Tents.
They pretend to have authentick Titles, by
which they prove that their Anceftors were
converted to the Chriftian Faith under Con-
flamtine _the Great. If the Lorians their
cighbours would have afted in concert with
them at the Arrival of the Aghvans, thefe
two Nations would have been ftrong enough
to have repuls'd them, and dclivered the Ca-
grilgal. Bur an antient Antipathy between
them hinder’d them from joining 5 and they
were not potent cnough each by itfelf to
make head againft the Rebels.

At the Approach of Achmet Bafba's Ar-
my, the Bachtylarians retir'd to the Moun-
tains with thecir Families and their Flocks,
which are all their Wealth 5 and as they knew
all the Defiles in the Country, they watche
their time to fall upon the Zurks, They in-
commoded them fo much, and kept them in
fuch continual Exercife by their unexpetted
Attacks, that Achmet Bafba was obliged to
march back in O&fober 1725 ;5 the rather, for
that he was recalled by the Irruption of the
Arabians, who wafted the Country about

Baby-
4
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Babylon with more Fury than ever. Achmer
loft” abundance of Men in this Expedition,
and with no other Fruit of it, than having
ftruck Terror into the Cantons wherc he pafs’ d.

This was onc of the Sieges of Ifpahan,
which the Exropean Gazettes fay the Turks
made, without the leaft Foundation ; for they
came not within two Days ]ourney of the
City. The fame Gazettes are as much out
in what they fay of the Advantages whichj
the fame Achmet Bafha obtain’d over Ali-
merdan-Kan the Perfian General, who beat
him feveral times, and once made himfelf]

Mafter of his Baggage. This General had |

with him two of ms\Qauohms_mb_g_f,o_llosv.d
him in Mens Cloaths, and.’tis faid.fought by

his Side at the Battel. of. qulnabat He
took them with him in his Incurfions towards
Balfora. He ruind all that Coaft which be-
longs to the Zurks, and returned in Triumph
with a great Booty. There was no Perfian
Captain {o formidable to the T#rks. They
look’d upon him as the Thunderbolt of War,
and never durt ftand before him. The
Perfians, whole Achilles he was, grounded all
their Hopes upon him, and no body was more
proper than he to fupport and perhaps re-efta-
blith Prince Thamas’s Affairs. But that Va-
lour which fhould have the more endear’d him
to the Prince, render’d him the more {ufpe@ed
by him; m(omuch, that he tamper'd with
one of his Brothers to betray and deftroy him.

N 3 Thus

i
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Thus was Alimerdan-Kan oblig’d to leave
him, fpite of his own Inclinations, and pro-
vide for his own Safety.

While thefe things pattin the Weffern Pro-
vinces of Perfia, Prince Thamas, who had
retird to the Province ot Mafandran, un-
derfiood that the City of AMefzat, on the
Contines of Great Zartary was toiieg'd: ‘tis
fpoken of already in rnis Hiftory : it fuffices
to fay here, that Mefxat is to the Perfians,
what Mecca is to the Turks. Prince Thamas
who was in no Condition to go by himfclf
to the Relief of this City, applied to a neigh-
bouring Prince, Vaflal to the Kingdom of
Perfia, to whom he fent rich Prefents, to ¢n-
gage him in the Enterprize. Melik-Mag-
mond, {o was that Prince nam’d, receiv'd the
Prefents, march’d to the Relief of Mefzar,
and rais'd the Siege : but inftead of reftoring
it to Prince Thamas after he had deliverd it,
he feiz’d it to hisown Ufe, and joyn’d it to his
Territories. There are feveral other little
Princes on the Coaft of the Perfian Gulph,
Vaffals to the Crown of Perfiz, but more in
Name than Effe&, each of them being tooweak
to render himfelf abfolutely independant. They
had not thrown off the Yoke, but they were
not at all helpful to Prince Thamas, whom
they aflifted neither with Men nor Money.
"Tis 1mpoﬁiblc but they muft follow the T'ate
of the reft ‘of the Kingdom, and become an
Acccflion of Yigtory to the Ag/amm Hap-

3 ¢
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py if the latter do not reduce them to a De-
pendance more troublefome than was that
with which the Kings of the Race of Sophy
were contented.

The Lefgians, a barbarous Nation whom
we have often {poken of, and who dwellun-
der Mount Caucafis, between Georgia and
the Cafpian Sca, were too much accuftom’d
to pillage Perfia in the moft peaceable Times,
to be idle Spc&ators, now every thing
was in Diforder 5 fo that they broke in up-
on the neighbouring Provinces, which they
plunder’d and wafted. After they had ravag'd
Georg'a with the utmoft Inhumanity, they
left it on the Approach of the Turks, to do
the fame by the Province of Szyrwanm, in
their Neighbourhood, between the Cafpian
Sea and Erivan. They made themfelves Ma-
fters of Szamaki, the richeft City in Perfia,
and the ﬁronoeﬁ of the Province. They al-
fo feiz’d feveral lefier Cities ; but the Mufco-
vites coming upon them foon after, they
abanden’d all of them, and extended their
Conquefts along the Coaft of the Cafpian Sea,
as far as the Province of Ghilan, which bounds
that Coaft, turning from #ef? to South, and
which they entirely fubduw'd. Thus there re-
main’d only to Prince Thamas, the Province
of Mafandran, South of the Cafpian Sca,
and fome Cantons in the other Provinces';
and even there, they obey him no more than
they pleafe, and rather out of Compaflion to

N 4 his
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his Misfortunes, than from any other Mo-
tive.

The Affairs of Perfra being in this Situa-
tion, A/zraff, who had mifs’d his Blow, as
to {urprizing Prince Thamas, was no fooner
return’d to Ifpahan from that Expedition, than
he thought of taking ecffetual Meafures to
cftablifh himfelf in the Kingdom. He was
not afraid of Prince Thamas’s hurting him,
but he faw a more dangerous Enemy to make
head againft, and that was the Grand-Signior.
He was fenfible that if the War lafted two or
three Years longer, even tho’ he thould have
the better of the 7urks, he would find him-
felf drain’d of Men, and forc’d to fuccumb in
the midft of ViGtories. He had no Hopes of
Recruits from Candabar Side, where Magh-
mud's Elder Brother was Mafter, and more
difpos'd to difpute the Crown with him, as
Heir to his Brother,thanto help to maintain him
in his Ufurpation. Befides, tho” his Domini-
on cxtended over a great Part of Perfiz, he
was not abfolute Mafter of all the Ground
he had gotten. There were many fortified
Towns, not only in the Provinces, but even
about Ifpahan, which he had not yet reduc’d.
He thought it was of more Importance to
him entirely to fubdue the Provinces of
which he was Matfter, than to difpute the reft
with the Zurks. He could not regulate Mat-
ters at home, aslongas he had the Oztomans
upon his Hands: wherefore he refolved to

treat



[ 185 ]

treat with them on the beft Conditions he
could ; and to that Effe&, he fent an Ambaf
fador to the Porte about the End of the
Year 1725.

The Perfon he made choice of for this
Embafly, was an Aghvan, who from a Mule-
driver, was advanc’d to be a Colonel. But
becaufe a Man of that Stamp was not
very proper to manage a Negotiation, he
gave him only the Title of Ambaflador, and
joyn’d with him Manuel-Cheriman,. Head of
the Family of that Name, the moft noble.and
confiderable of all the Armenian Families at
Zu{fa, to a& and negotiate according to his

Intentions, with the Grand. Szgmors Mini- -

fters.

In the mean time, the War ftill continu’d
between the Turks and Aghvans,bur without
gaining an Inch of Ground one of theother;
which at laft determin’d the Zurks to make
Pcace with Afzraff. 1 fhall rouch very lightly
upon the Operations of the War in the two
laft Years: my Memoirs, which go no farther
than the Year 172 s, taking no Notice of them.
As to Gazettes and News-Papers, there’s no
depending on them : they are ecither dry and
barren, or fictitious and falfe. 1 fhall make
no further Mention of Military Events, than
as they have Relation to the Treaty which
put an End to it, and as thofe Events did
facilitate or retard it.

At

{
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At the End of the Year 1725, Perfia was
divided between four Powers.. A/zraff pof-
fefs'd the greateft Part of the Inward Provin-
ces. The Turks were Matters of near 150
Leagues in Length, from the City of Adwan-
dan, which is rowards the 27th Degree North
Latitude, to the North of Georgia inthe 43d
Decgree of the fame Latitude. The Maufco-
vites were Mafters of all the Weftern Coaft
of the Cafpian Sea, and of the Province of
Ghilan, which bounds it, turning to the South ;
that is, from 37 Degrees of North Latitude,
to 453 being 160 Leagues of Country in
Length : but their Conqueflts are very narrow
towards the Coaft of the Cafpian Sea, and
do no where extend much in Breadth, being
{carce a Qlarter as confiderable as thofe of
the Turks. The Prince who has moft Right
to all thefe conquer’d Provinces, that is,Prince
Thamas, has the leaft Share of them : for
he has nothing but the Province of AMafan-
dran, to the South of the Cafpian Sea, where
his Authority is not much reverenc’d. The
other Three pillage it, and are all willing to
trcat with him to preferve their Conquefts,
"Tis true, as to Afzraff’s Accommodation it
is out of the Queftion : for fince the Con-
ference that was proposd, and his Intention
to furprize Prince Zhamas at it,. thercis no
Likelihood that the Prince will give Ear to
any fuch Propofition on his Part; and the

Ufurper himfelf does not think of it. But
as
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as to the Turks and Mufcovites, it is not their
Fault that the Prince does not. put his Fortune
into their Hands.

The Mufcovites, who made thcxr Conquefts
rather like cunning Men than greedy Men,
thou:ht of nothing but of keepingtheirs. They
fear’d no body but Afzrafor the Grand-Seig-
nior. 1f they had been Mafters of the Fortunes
of Prince Thamas, this would have made them
entirely eafy on the fideof Afzraff,who out of
Apprehenfion of their aflifting him with Forcces
to fupport his Title, would have given them no
Difturbance in their Conquefts. - But without
that Advantage, it was not difficult for them to
keep what they had got, fince a middling
Army in the Province of Ghilan, wou'd cover
them on the Side of Perfia. They were more
expos'd on the Side of Georgza, from whence
the Turks might attack them : and ’tis on this
Account, that they have been labouring thefe
two laft Years to obtain Commiflioners to fix
the Bounds of both Empires, with relation to
their new Conquefts, purfuant to a Treaty
concluded between the Czar and the Gmnd—
Signior.

As to the Zwrks, who after the taking of
Ifpahan, and the Dethronement of Schah- Huf-
fein, had in their Hearts devoured all Perfia,
they were not very forward to perform thatPart
of the Treaty. Not content with being Ma-
fters of the vaft Country they had already con-
querd, they aim’d flill to poﬁ'cfs themfclves

of
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of what the Aghvans and Mufcovites had got.
They were doubtle(s the moft powerful of all
the Competitors, and therefore fuppofed that
whateverTurn Affairstook, theR eckoning muft
be made up with them, and their Conquefts
wou'd be confirm’d to them whenever they
thought fit to make aPeace. This is the Reafon
why they were fo difficult in appointing Com-
miflionersto fix the Bounds of thofe Conquets,
and to conclude a Treaty with the Aghvans
which was two Years in negotiating before
they came to aConclufion. Al that time they
were trcating with Prince Thamas, whom
they often promlsd to reftore to the Throne
of Perfiz ; and probably they might intend it,
becaufe ‘twas for their Intereft : For that Prince
would not only have given up to them that Part
of the Kingdom, which they had pofle(s’d them-
felves of, for his Reftoration, but they would
have kept him in fo great a Dependance upon
them, that under the Title of King, he thould
have had no more Power in Perfiz, than a
Batha of Babylon.

Sultan Afzraff (aw what both the Turks
and Mufcovites aim’d at'; and being convinc'd
that while he was at War with fuch powerful
Enemies, he Thould never be able to fettle his
new Dominion on a folid Foundation, he
bent all his Views to a Peace with the ZTurks, as
the Enemy he was moft afraid of, and to whom
he offer'd to facrifice all the Country they had
conquer'd in Perfia ; Prince Thamas himfelf

having
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having made the fame Offers, if he was re-cfta-
blith’d by their Means.

Notwithftanding that the proud Muffulmans
gave themfelves very haughty Airs, during the
whole Courfe of the Negotiations between
Afzraff and them, yethe bore them all, and
continu’d the Treaty. He perceivid they
raisd o many Difficulties, in Hopes of fome
great Event, which would make them entire
Mafters of Peace or War on their own Terms 3
wherefore he ftood on the. defenfive, and
would not run the Risk of a general and de-
cifive A&ion, except he could take them at
a certain Advantage. By this wife Manage-
ment, he gain’d his Ends of them at laft, and
oblig’d them to fign the Peace he had demand-
ed of them two Years before.

His Ambaflador arriv'd at Conflantinople
the 18th of Famuary, 1726. He had been
expetted fome Time ; and on a Rumour of
his coming, the Mufcovite Envoy made In-
ftances with the Grand-Vizier, that he thould
not be admitted to Audience. The Pretence
for his oppofing it, was, that the Minifters of
the Chief of the Perfian Rebels could make
no Propofitions to the Porte, but what muft
be prejudicial to Mufeovy; and thercfore
could not have Audience without firiking ac
the Trearies concluded between the late Czar
and the Grand-Signior.  But the Grand-Vi-
zzer anfwer'd, That according to the Laws of
the Ottoman Empire, he could not avoid

hearing
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heating all Muffulmen who had Affairs with
the Grand- Signior his Mafter; and all the
Mufcovite Minifter could obtain, was the Com-

munication of what was treated of with 4/
zraff’s Envoy, who was favourably reccivd ;
and as foon as he arriv’d, Commiflioners were
appointed to enter upon a Negotiation on the
Propofitions he had to make.

But all thefe favourable Difpofitions vanifh’d
at the firt Audience the Grand Vizier gave
Afzraff’s Minifter; who having given his
Mafter the Title of the Grand-Sophi, the
Vizier would not treat on that Foor, and up-
on an Equality with a Head of Rebels: and in-
deed it fofhock’d him, that he would hear him
no morc, but difmifs’d him without Confe-
rence, affembl’d the ‘Dzvan, declard Sultan
Afzraff an Enemy to the Grand Szgmor,
and orderd his Ambaflador to depart Cozn-
Santinople. There had not till then, been
open War between the Turks and Agbvam,
but now the fornier began to think of carry-
ing it on againft the latter with Vigour, and
propos'd nothmv lefs than to bcﬁcgc Afzraff
in Ifpahan. '

The Ottoman Army confifting of 70000
Men, they took the Ficld early, and ha-
ving furprifed Casbin, which the Aghvans
then pofiefsd, they marched to Ifpahan.
Afzraff being informed of their coming, fo
wafted all the Country between the Capital

and Casbin, that the Ottomans found not
where-
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wherewithal to fubfit, and were forced to
take By-Roads, wherc the Country was not
wafted fo much. While they were on this
March, the Inhabitants of Casbin, excited by
Afzraff’s Emiflaries, rofe upon the Tarkifb
Garifon, and drove them out of the City,
which was again garifon’d by Aghvans. The
Turks, who were pofted in the Neighbout-
hood of Ifpahan, were attack’d by Afzraffs
Troops, and worfted. That Ufurper had fo
well provided for the Defence of his Capital,
that the. Oztomans thought it would be in
vain to befiege it. There were 25000 Agh-
wvans, regular Troops, within the City, and a
great Body without, who continually hat-
rafs’d the Zwrks, and had the better of them
in all Engagements. Thefe Difgraces, and
the Improoablhty of their being able to fub-
fitt long before the Place, after the Country
about it was left fo defclate, made them re-
tirc into Georgiz much diminifh’d in Number.
And thus ended the Campaign of 1726, in
which Sultan Afzraff by his good Conduét

acquir'd both Advantage and Honour
The Turks finding by this, that things
would not take fuch a happy Turn for
them as they expefted, renew’d their Negoti-
ations with Prince Thamas. *Twas reported
then thar he inclin’d to accede to the Treaty
concluded between the late Czar and the
Grand Signior for preferving their Conquefts
in T’e;f 15 which he confented to abandon to
them,
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them, on condition that they joined together
to rc-eftabliih him on the Throne, accord-
ing to a Refolution taken in the Zurki/b Di-
van the 7th of Faly the fame Year, 17:26.
Which Refolution was however more eafily
taken in the Divan, than executed in Perfis,
where the Turks were much more baffled
by Afzraff in the Campaign of 1727. They
were beaten firft by a Body of Adghvans, who
attack’d them in their Quarters of Refrefhment.
This Defeat was {o entire, that the Fanzfaries
and Tartars intimidated by certain Prophecies
which Afzraff {pread among them by his E-
miffarics, furrender’d themfelves Prifoners of
War. The fecond time they were beaten,
was near the City of Amadan, where Afzraff
in Perfon defeated a Body of 16000 Men,
who were coming to the Relief of Marfaim,
which he was about to befiege. Nay, ’tis
faid that purfuing the Zurks to the Gates of
Amadan, he enter’d it with them, and took
the City.

Befides that Afzraff was a great Captain,
onc thing gave him a particular Advantage
over the Turks, which was his pretending
that he only defended himfelf againft Men
whom he always regarded as his Brethren, be-
ing not only of the fame Religion, buralfo
of the fame Se& of the Sunnis. He protefted
when he was in the Heat of Battel, that it
was Death to him to be forced to draw his
Sword againft them, and almoft ask’d them

pardon
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pardon for killing them ; which he was necef
firated to do for the Prefervation of his own
and his Friends Lives.

All thefe Misfortunes, and the Lofs of a
great Convoy the Turks were fending to Per-
fia by the Black Sea which was caft away,
together with the Mutiny of Part of the Ar-
my for want of Pay and Provifions, obliged
the Porte at laft to think ferioufly of Peace.
They had loft near 150000 Men of their beft
Troops. The Grand Signior’s Treafure was
cxhaufted, and the Fews, who were not re-
imburs'd their Loans, refusd to lend any
more. Nothing is fo burthenfome even to
the greate(t Princes as new Conquefts, where
the Officers and Soldiers are the Gainers, while
the Princes are at all the Expence, without
having the leaft clear Profit. - All thefe Con-
fiderations determin’d the Offoman Court to
put an end to a War, in which for two Years
they had been the Lofers. Accordingly they
difpatch’d Berthullah Effendi, a Man of great
Capacity, to conclude a Treaty of Peace with
Afzraff s which was not difficult to accom-
plith as foon as theTwrks were in carneft ; Sul-
tan Afzraff having always offer'd to yicld
up to them all thcy had conquer'd in Per-
Jfia before they declard War with him.

It was only requird of him, that as a Sal-
vo to the Grand Signiot’s Honour, he would
write him a Letter, wherein he thould proteft
he never took Arms againft the Zurks but in

Vour. IL (o) his
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his own Defence, and that he demanded Peace?
Afzraff made no Scruple of this; and the
Divan of Conflantinople, contented with the
Compliment, gave Orders for concluding the
Pecace; which was agreed upon and fign'd by
Sultan AfZraff and the Serafquicr who com-
manded the Zurkifb Army in Perfia, about
the End of September, 1727 : and the News
of it arriving at Conflantinople the 18th of
November following, was the fame Day pro-
claim’d at the Gate of the Hall of the Divan,
and in the principal Places of the City. The
moft confiderable Articles of the Treaty,
were,

L That Sultan Afzraff thould remain in
pofleflion of the Throne of Perfiz, un-
der what Title he thought fit.

II. That the Grand-Signior thould not aflift
the Enemies of the new Sovereign.

III. That he fhould recognize as legitimate,
and lawfully contracted, Afzraff’s Mar-
riage with the King of Perfiz’s Daugh-
ter; and that the eldeft Son by that Mar-
riage fhould enjoy all the Prerogatives
of the eldeft Son of a Sovereign.

1V. That the Conquefts which the Grand-
Signior had made in Perfia, comprechend-
ing
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ing Tauris and Amadan, hould remain
to him.

V. That Sultan Afzraff thould reftore to
the Commandersof the O¢zoman Troops,
all the Artillery and military Stores he
had taken from them at feveral Times,

VI. That he fhall confent that the Turks
recover Poffeflion of the Territory of
Honvets, which an Arabian Prince had
feiz’d 5 and fhall joyn, if Need be, his
Troops with thofe of his Highnefs, to
drive out the Ufurper.

VIL. That the Grand-Signior fhall grant
a full Pardon to Sultan-Dely, who with
the Tartars his Vaflals or Subjeéts, joyn’d
the Troops of Afzraff in the laft Years
of the War.

VIII. That the Grand- Szgmor fhall name
Commiflioners as foon as poflible, to
fettle with Afzraff the Limits of the
two States, which fhall hercafter be
their Boundaries.

Befides thefe Articles, there were fome
fecret ones, which were not thought proper
to be made publick: but ’tis rumour’d that

the Grand-Signior and Sultan Afzraff, have
O 2 agreed
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agreed punétually to affit one another to re-
cover thofe Provinces that have lately been

conquer’d, and that belong to their States.
Thus was the Revolution confirm’d accord-
ing to all Appearance, by this Treaty, which
gives Afzraff a folid Settlement on theThrone
he has in pofleflion. The natural Perfians,
‘who are moft interefted to dethrone him, do
not feem to be in a Situation to attempt it.
Almott all the old Nobility in Perfiz are de-
firoy’d. The People are of themfelves capable
of nothing: befides, they are fo kept under,
and in fo humble a Condition, that nothing
can be apprehended from them. Of feven
different Nations that now inhabit Perfia,
the Perfian is the loweflt in Rank, and is
oblig’d to yield to the others in every thing :
for in Perfia, as in all Countries where Ma-
bometifin prevails, Rank is equally regulared ;
and a private Man of a conquer’d Nation, gives
Precedence to a private Man of a {uperior
State whenever he meets him. This Cere-
mony confifts in that the Inferior holds his
Arms acrofs his Breaft, and ftands before the
Superior, as if he waited for his Commands ;
and the latter by faying Selam Eleik, feems
to give him Liberty to go on in his Way.
All private Men that fail in this or any thing
elfe which marks the Difference between Su-
perior and Inferior, are punithable by the
Laws : by which the Nations are rank’d in
the following Manner, purfuant to an Edict
' publifh’d
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publith’d in I/paban, and all over the King-
dom, {fince the Agbwzm conquer’d it.

The Firff Rank is aflign’d to the Aghvans,
as Conquerors of Perfia.

The Second to the Armeniaps, who are
fcatter'd up and down the Kingdom in great
Numbers.

The Third to the Dergefins, the People
whom Maghmud brought from the Extremi-
ties of Perfia to dwell at Ifpahan, above
100000 in Number. They are of the fame
Mufulman Se& as the Aghvans, i.e. the Se&k
of the Sunnis, as the Turks are. '

The Fourth Rank is aflign’d to the Mul-
tany, who are Indian Btmzam, fo call’d from
the City of Multan, one of the principal
Cities of India, and the neareft to Perfiz on
Candahar Side. The firk Indians thatdwelt
in Perfia, came from the City of Multan :
they drive the principal Trade at Ifpaban,
are great Ufurers, and have almoft all the
Moncy of the Capital in their Hands.

The Fifth Rank is aflign’d to the Gaures,
ancient Perfians, who worfhlp Fire, and the
greatet Enemies to the modern Perfians.,
Schah-Soleiman began to make them turn
Muy/[Julmans ; and Schah-Huffein his Son,
continw’d to force them to do it, which is
onc of their greateft Caufes of Hatred to the
Mahometan Perfians : but the dghvans have
given them the free Exercife of their Reli-
sion.

O3 The
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The Sixth Rank is to the Fews.

The Seventh and Laft Rank is to the Na-
tural Perfians, who are treated like Slaves
by the fix other Nations.

Tho’ the Armenians are Chriflians, their
 great Number and Riches engag'd the Agh-
vans to prefer them to the other Nations ;
and being perfuaded that there is none more
interefted in fupporting their Power, fince
they would be the firlt Victims to the Ven-
geance of the Perfians, if the latter fhould
recover their Dominion, they have granted
them great Privilegess and have alfo given
them a Superiority over the Natural Perfians,
which cannot fail to keep up the Divifion
and Animofity for ever between thefe two
Nations.

T’is orderd in their favour, by an Edi&
| publifh’d at Zulfa, that all Procefles rifing
! among them fhall be determin'd by Judges
of their own Nation; and all Armenians
who appeal to any other Judge fhall be fin’d.

In the Reign of the Sophis, the Armenians at
Ziulfa were plunder’d in the Night-time, and
’twas Death for an Armenzan to wound a Per-

fian cver fo flightly, tho’ in his own Defence.
But fince the taking of I/pahan, they were
permitted to do Juftice themfclves on thofe
nightly Robbers ; and they have done it bold-
ly, by hanging up fome, cutting off the Ears
and flitting the Nofes of others, according to
their Crimes. They difpatch'd feven in

one
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one Day, who had not only robb’d a Houf¢
in the Night, but had murder’d the Mafter of
the Family.

In fine, there is not one of the fix Nations
we have mention’d, who have not a particulat
Intereft to keep’ the Nataral Perfrans 1ow,
and fupport the Authority of the :_dghvans:
"There’s all the Reafon in the Wotld to be=
lieve that their Power will be more and more
eftablifh’d ; efpecially under the Government
of a Prince fo wife and experienc’d, as he
who now reigns in Perfia, and who has per=
fected this great Revolution.  One has Caufe
to look upon this Event as an extraordinary
Leflon of Providence to all Princes, efpecially
thofe of 4fis, where moft of them ftagnate
in Sloth and Effeminacy, and to whom may
juftly be apply’d the Words which a great
King, and a great Prophet {feems to apply to }
them, Be wife now therefore, O ye Kings 31
be inftructed, ye Fudges of the Earth.

Vot. it o A P-
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L INCE. the firft Publication of this Hif-
S tory;,, which, according to Advices from
Zurky, 1s:now printing at Conflantinople from
the Tranflation of Ibrahim Effendi, Dire&or
of the new Prnting-Houfe there, fuch
firange Revolutions, and: for many different
Scenes have happen’d in the Kingdom and
Affairs of Perfra, as: would' afford Matter
enough for almoft another Volume, and ’tis
not unlikely that in_a Year or two more, a
third: may be added. to: thefe two. Mean
time the Bookfeller has -been:induc’d to print:
this Addition of: Particulars: which are judg’d
too material to be poftpon’d.

As the Second Volume concludes with the
Treaty between Sultan 4/zraffand the Turks;
the firft thing that offers worthy of Remark,
is the Ratification of that Treaty by 4/zraf,
as it was fent to the Grand Signior, of which
the following is an exa& Tranflation :

¢ In the Name of Gedg Creator of Hea-
“ ven and Earth, We Afzraff, Emir Kan,
“ and Chan of Perfia, moft humbly befeech
“ him who is in the Seat of the Holy Pro-

; ¢« phet
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phet; the moft exalted of Emperots; niore
powerful and intrepid than dlexander, So-
vereign of two Seas, Mafter of two Parts
of the World, Protettor of Ferufalem;
Mafter of the two Temples of Mecca and
Medina, furpafling Darius in Pomp and
Grandeur, and, like him, Sovereign of the
Kingdom of Perfia, wearing Crowns fhin=
ing with Glory, the moft formidable and
dread Lord, the Refuge of the Orthodox;
(may God prolong his Days for ever) to
be pleafed to approve and ratify the Arti=
cles of Peace * which have been fettled in
the following manner, viz. That we fend
every Yearan Emir Hadagi to Mecca : That
for the future the Perfians fhall have full
Liberty to vifit the Tomb of 4/i; That
‘they belikewife allow’d totraffick in all the
Places of the Ottoman Empire, and enjoy
the fame Privileges as heretofore;  That
there fhall be conftantly an Ambaffador
from us at the Ottoman Porte ; That the
Porte be obliged by this Treaty to ufe
their good Offices with the Czar of /=
¢covy to obtain the Liberty of Uyféin Beg, a
Muflulman of the Nation of Leskis; That
we fhall fend every Year into the Treafury
of the Commander of the Faicthful, 1500
Purfes as a free Gift: Laft of all, We

* Thefe probably were the Secrer drsécles hinted at in Page

195. Vol, II.

O a ¢« {wear
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“ fwear by the Holy Alcoran, the Book fent
« from Heaven, and by the Miracles of our
¢ Holy Prophet, to keep and maintain this
¢ Treaty, and curfed be thofe of our Pofte-
“ rity who infringe it.

¢ The Grand Signior is intreated by us,
¢ who humble our felves at the Foot of his
¢ Throne, to be pleafed forthwith to ratify
< thefe Articles, of which folemn and authen-
¢ tick Inftruments have been delivered, viz.
¢ one on the Part of Abmed Pacha into our

¢ Hands,” and one reciprocally on our Part
“ to Abmed Pacha.

Sign’d in the Original,
BMehemet Emir Afzraf Kan.

- "Tis to be noted there was a further Stipi1-
lation, That Prince Thamas, Son to the old
Sophi, Thould make no Pretenfions to the
Throne of Perfia, except in cafe Sultan 4fz-
raff died without 1flue ; That Prince Zhanas
thould refide in Conflantinople, or fome other
Place of the Ottoman Empire, to prevent his
raifing any InfurreCtion in Perfia againft
Afzraff; That the Grand Signior fhould em-
ploy his good Offices with the Czar of Mu/-
covy, to induce him to reftore to _4fzraf fuch
of his Conquefts in Per/fia as are inhabited by
Muflulmen ; and that, in cafe of Need, his

{ublime
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fublime Highnefs fhould employ his Forces
for that End.

"Tis moreover to be obferv’d, that 4/z-
rafpropos’d much the fame Terms: to the
Porte in 1725. but they were then haughu]y
rejected.

Thus ended that War betwixt the Zurks
and Per fians, which, whether it was properly
a religious War, as fome think, or whether
purely Political, and’ for the fake of Terri-
tory, which.is ’left to the judicious. Reader,
coft the Turks near half a Million of lees,
including thofe that fell in the Field by Sick-
nefs, as well as by the Sword, “befides above
40 Millions of Sultaninas of Gold advanc’d
for moft part by the Fews and Greeks ; and
’tis affur’d on the other Hand, that the Per-
Jfians loft above half a Millioa of Men, - maf=
facred by the Otfomans, when they took fuch
Places Sword in Hand as made any Rcﬁﬁ:—
ance.

The next Year, viz. 1728. a new Candl-
date ftarted up for the "T'hrone'of Perfia, who
claimed the ‘Succeflion as Brother and Heit
to that famous Ufurper and Tyrant Myr-
Weis. "This Pretender, like' his Brother, was
Haughty, Cruel, Avaritious, lefolute, and
had all"the ill Qxalmcs that make up the -
Characer of a confummate Tyrant. © He had
already flain by the Sword, or otherwife, a
great many Perfons who were fo couragious

O 3 as
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as to refift-him’; and at the fame Time plun-
der’d their Houfes and carry’d offitheir Wives
and Daughters: Upon advice alfo that Prince
Thamas, the old Sophi’s Son, was arriy’'d at
Mefcher with 20000 Men, he was fo.enrag’d
that he put to Death fome Children whom
he kept as Hoftages, | Afzra/f’s Life-Guards
at Jfpaban were o infolent and licentious at
the fame Time, that there was no Kind of
Diforders byt what they daily committed,
not -only wigh  Impunity, but with thelr
Mafter’s \Countenance, ‘infomuch that ' they
hang’d- their. Commander. for refufing their
Ray before he had received it. - The Mer-
chaats, efpecxally the Earapeans, were oblig'd
from Timeto Timeto ranfom themielves, and
if -theywere not able to .make prompt Pay-
ment, -either their Goods and Fffe@s were
confifcated, -or their Houfes plunder’d; fo
that when the Fﬂglz//y had gone a great way
in reftoring their Fa&tors, and got a Guard to
{ecure their VVarchou_fe of . Goods, yet the
fa-m;: was plunder’d, and the Faftor oblig’d
to fly -with what he could fave to Gam-
bigon. '
.- The Reader will naturally 1magme the
diftrated State of Perfia at this Junéure,
when the Kingdom was thus harsaf{s’d by
three contending Parties, wiz. that-of .4/z-
raffy that of Ayr-Heis’s Brother, and that of

Prince - Zhamas.
It
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It happen’d that .at the beginning of this
Year, Afzraff received News of the Defeat of
400G of his Men by the Ruffians about Ro-
dofel and Zemfchin, which {o.alarm’d him,
that, fearing the Confequences, .he declar’d,
by prrefs to M. Leweskow, Governor of
Ghilus, that Wekil, Cham of Cusbin, who
commanded the {aid 4ooo Men, had no Or-
ders to attack the Reffians, but only to ob-
ferve them, and that he wounld punifh the
Guilty. Accordingly he fent for the faid
Wekil and Ofchar Mahomet, to anfwer for
their Conduct; but whilft they were upon
the Road, with a Guard of 100. Men, 4/z-
raff orderd them to be attack’d between Caf=
bin and Cafchan by the Kotcheves of Chabef=
qguet, who are valiant Soldicrs, and entirely
devoted to him, in which Affanlt Mahometr
was kill'd upon the Spot, and Hekil made
Prifoner, whom the Kotfcheves afterwards
bound and fent to Jfpakan; but the latter
having found Means to gain fome of the
Soldiers, made his Efcape, upon which 4/z-
raff, tho’ it was perhaps only to blind the
Ru wns, feem’d to be very much incens’d,

{wore that he would revenge it. ﬂfz—
/‘_217 s Party was fo leffen’d by this Time,
that rather than go to War with. the Ruffians,
he was willing to yield them Daghefian, and
to fettle the Limits with them, on Condition
that they would not enter into a. Treaty

O 4 with
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with Prince 7/ pamas, nor give him any Affift-
ance,

In Fuly the Year following, viz. 1729. an
.Ambaffador arriv'd at Conflantinople from the
Sultan Afzraff, with a Retinue of 700 Per-
fons, and as he crofs’d the Canal of the Black
8¢z he was faluted with the Difcharge of 100
Picces from the Seraglio, the Arfenal, and
the Men of War and Galleys. It appear’d
that all the Bufinefs he came about was to
deliver a Letter to the Grand Signior, becaufe
after he received an Anfwer to it, he fct out
for Jfpakan, much pleas’d with the Honour
he had receiv’d at the Porze; but he ftay’d
long cnough to be a Spectator of a terrible
Fire which happen’d at Conflantinople on the
29th of Faly, when, in lefs than ten Hours,
12000 Houfes were reduc’d to Afhes, be-
fides feveral Mofques and other publick Edl-
fices, and a great Number of People pe-
rifh’d in the Conflagration, tho’ all poffible
Means were us’d to ftop the Violence of the
Flames.

This Year a Treaty of perpetual Peace and
Friendfhip was concluded betwixt A/zraf
and Peter 1I. the Czar of Mufiovy, which
was confirm’d by the Sultan’s Brother-in-law,
who came to Mofcow, for that Purpofe, at
the Head of an E mbafly, with 100 Men and
140 Horfes in his Retinue, and Prefents of
fine Horfes, Sattins, Brocades, €,

) ) By
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By this Treaty, which was fign’d at Ria/z
cofche, in the Province of Ghilan, the 13th
of February 5 the Czar confented that Per/ia
fhould remain in Poffeflion of the Provinces
of Aftrabat and Mazandran 5 but that if thofe
Provinces fhould happen to "be given to any
other Power, and to be recover'd by the
Ruffians, the {fame fhould for ever remain
under their Dominion, and the Treaty was
to be declared void. The Czar was to keep
all his Conquefts upon the Cafpian-Sea, and
the Territories of the Ruffian Crown in Perfia
were to extend from Derbent to the River
Araxes. The Ambafladors and Envoys of
both Powers were to be treated with due
Honours, and a free Trade was to be pro-
moted between both Nations upon paying
the cuftomary Duties for their Merchandize ;
with full Liberty for erefting the neceflary
Houfes and Warehoufes, and for the Paflage
of the Caravans on both Sides.

Not long after this, Prince Zhamas ad-
vanc’d with a gallant Army towards fpaban,
while another, fent by the Great Mogul,
march’d into Pe;ﬁa, which oblig’d Ajirraf
who was univerfally hated by the People
on account of his Cruelties, to divide his
Forces.

This very Year, the following Letter ap-
pear'd from Prince T%amas to'the Grand Sig-
pior, fent to Conffantinople by Signior Efend;,

an
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an able and trufty Minifter, who had been

- City of Georgia, one of the Perfian Provinces,

fdifpatch’d for fome Months paft_to Fau,. .a

to inquire ito the State of Affairs there.
Some People, 1 remember, look’d upen the
Letter as a Forgery, becaufe it does not begin
in the Oriental Stile, ‘with the Praife and In-
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vocation of God ; but others fuppos’d that
the Pesfian Prince had employ’da Jefuit, or
fome other European, for his Sceretary. Whe-
i ther it be genuine or not, we think it worth

inferting.

“ It is very furprifing that your High-
nefs, in Violation of the uninterrupted
Friendfhip between the Anceftors of my
Family and Yours, (upon account of which
Friendfhip you ought to fuccour the Friends
of your Friends) fhould enterinto a League
againft us in Favour of a Perfon unknown,
and a Traitor tohis Sovereign. This Con-
du& iscontrary not only .to the Laws of Na-
ture,.but alfo to thofe of God ; for it is at-
tacking -Ged himfelf to lift up one’s Hand
againft Perfons that are Sacred. I am at
this Day true and lawful Heir to the Fa-
mily of, the Kings of..Lesfa,. . L.am the
San-of-King I—Iu(;eiﬂ , and by the particu-
lar Providence of God I efcap’d being
murder’d with the King my Father; and
almoft the whole Royal Family. I am

making all poflible Efforts to recover the
“ Da.
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Dominion of my Anceftors, and to pluck
the Throne from under . the Feet of the
Ufurper that has invaded it : And as my
Caufe is Juft and Praife-worthy, I doinot
in the leaft doubt but-God will afhift me,
for they are his Battles that T fight, and
he being the Defender of the Opprefled,
will give new Strength to thofe that take
my Part, fo that the Wicked fhall be
punifh’d according to his Demerit.  After
me, there are other Princes of my Family
to whom the Crown of Perfia ought to
defeend fucceflively. Your Highnefs can-
not be ignorant that I have yet Subjeéts
enough left, of Fidelity and Courage fuffi-
cient to reftore me to my Patrimony : And
you may be perfuaded that the Princes of
my Blood are held in duch Veneration
among them, that they think it their Duty
to facrifice their Lives and Fortunes-in
their: Service. Wherefore I leave it to
your Highnefs to confider, whether “tis =
truer Argument of Greatnefs of Soul, to
fuccour an opprefled Prince, who is lawful
Heir tothe Throne that has been | poflefs’d
by Kings that were Friends'and Allies to
the Ottoman Race, than to enter into a
League againft him with a Tiger, {a Mon-
fler not known in the World, but for his
- Perfidioufnefs and Outrages which will

¢ render him the Deteftation of future Ages.

(19 If
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« If your Highnefs will not fecond the Juf-
« tice of my Claim, be Neuter, at leaft, in
¢ this Difpute ; for notwithftanding all that
¢ 1 have heard, I can never be perfuaded
< ‘that your Highnefs can a& againft my In-
“ tereft, in Favour of 4/zraff, who is known
¢ to you only for Adtions which ought to
““ make you abhor and deteft him. ”

The next Year, viz. 1730, Prince Thamas
obtain’d a great Victory over Sultan _4/zraff,
and oblig’d him to quit J/paban, of whichhe
took Pofleflion, as well as of feveral other
Towns, and _4/zraff finding himfelf aban-

‘don’d, was fo much deje@ed, that he fell

fick.

Mean time Prince Zhamas, after the
Redu&tion of the Capital City, was pro-
claim’d King and Emperor of Perfia, and
in November made his publick’ Entry in-
to Ifpaban, amidft the Acclamations of an
infinite Concourfe of People, who had got

together from all Parts to fee their new Sove-

reign ; he cnter’d at the Head of Part of his
Army, commanded by his Couli Kan, or
Colonel General, after being receiv’d with=-
out the Town by all the Grandees of the
Kingdom, and conducted to the Palace of his
Predeceflors, where he receiv’d the Homage
of his new Subjects. Some Days after his
Entry, that Prince fent Couli Kan with
40000 Men, to hinder Sultan 4/zraf, who

was



[ 211 ]

was fled towards Schiras, from retreating in=
to the Province of Candabar, his own Coun-
try. Prince Zhamas’s Army was confiderably
augmented, not only by the Perfians, wheo
had all abandon’d Sultan _7/zraf; but alfo f
by the Foreign Troops of feveral Nations }
which were in his Pay: And being furnifh’d
by the Armenians.of Fulpba, and particularly
the Fews, with Sums of Money fufficient to
enable him to recover the Places difmember’d
from his Monarchy, he went and laid Siege
to the Town of Schiras with an Army of
50000 Men.

One of his Lieutenant Generals having in
the mean Time apprehended 4/zraf on the
Frontiers of Georgia, Prince Zhamas, in or- |
der to intimidate the Garrifon, which he found
obftinately refolv’d to make a vigorous Re-
fiftance, ereted a Scaffold near enough to be |
feen by the Inhabitants, on which he caufed
Afzraff’s Skin, while he was alive, to be
torn with Curry-Combs, and then had his |
Head lopp’d off and ftuck upon a Pike. /
But the Garrifon ftill refufing to furrender,
notwithftanding the Death of their Proteéor,
Prince Thamas gave the Town a general
Storm, in a manner {fo furious and well exe-
cuted, that his Troops made themfelves
Mafters of it, and put the whole Garrifon to
the Sword.

i

After
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« After the Conquctt of Schiras, the othef
Towns that were in Poffeffion of the Rebels
fubmitted to Prince Thamas, fo that the 42=
gdfians, the moft warlike People of all Per/fia,
who took. Part with Myrr-Weis; and after-
wards with Afzraf, were totally deftroy’d
or difperfed. ,

After this, the Sophi Zhamas befieg’d Tau=
risy and recciving Intelligence that a great
Body of Zurks were @1 their March to re-
lieve it, he pofted himfelfin an advantagious
Place, and attack’d them: with fo much Con-
duct and Bravery, that he obtain’d a com-
pleat Vidtory.

In 1731 the Sophi, whofe Army was aug-
mented to 14c,coo Men, laid Siege to Eri-
vany and receiving Intelligence that sooco
Turks, moft of them Horfe, were advanc’d
within twenty Leagues of that Place in order
to raife the Siege, he left a fufficient Number
of Troops to carry it on, and march’d with
the reft to meet the Ostoman Army, which
he attack’d: with fuch Vigour, that after a
bloody Fight, the' ¥uiks, already fatigu’d
with: their long March, were oblig’d to retire
in Diforder, with the Lofs of above 16000
Men kill’d on the Spot, befides twenty Picces
of Cannon taken, and all their Baggage. The
Battle: lafted till Night, which was faid-to be
the Reafon that the Perfians took but 2000
Prifoners.  After this Aétion the Sophi 7ha-

715
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mas having rejoin’d his Army before Erivan,
fummon’d the Governor to furrender in three
Days, threatning in cafe of Refufal to pue
him. and his Garrifon to the Sword. '

But about this Time a bloody Battle was
fought between the Furks and Perfians near
Hamadan, in which a great Number of Men
fell on both Sides, and the Zurks remain’d
Mafters of the Field. This determin’d Sopht
Thamas to fue for Peace, and in the mean
while he propos’d a Ceffation of Arms; which
being readily granted, publick Rejoycings
were made uponit for three Days fucceflively
at Conflantinople ;5 and the Perfan Ambafla-
dor, who had been kept in Prifon there for
feveral Months, was fet at Liberty.

The Treaty which enfued upen it was at-
tended with no lefs than the Depofition and
Banifhment of the King of Perfis, by the
General of the Perfian Forces; a Revolution
fo furprifing in all its Circum{tances, that it
would hardly gain Credit were it not for the
following authentick Account of. it, tranf-
mitted from the Court of Rauffia to their Mi-
nifter in London. -

“ In the Year 1731. a Treaty of Peace
“ was concluded between Sophi Zhamas of
“ Perfia, and the Ottoman Porte, being
“ brought about by the Contrivance of their
¢“ refpective Plenipotentiaries. By this Treaty
“ the Zurks did actually fusrender up to the

¢ Sophi,
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Sophi, Part of their Conquefts in Perfid;
as far as the River Arax, referving to
themfelves the beft Provinces and Towns
of Perfia, even beyond the faid River, and
tho’ this Treaty proved altogether difad-
vantageous to the Sophi, yet, according
to their Stipulations, he found himfelf
oblig’d to ratify it.

« Some Time before this Treaty was in
Agitation, Zachmas Kouly Kan, Generalif=
fimo of all the Forces in Perfia, a Man of
great Authority and Power over the Sophi
and People, had been oblig’d to marchy’
with Part of the Perfian Troops, to the
very Borders of India, to quell a Rebel-
lion that the Subjelts of Kawdahar and
Girait, call’d Agrans, had form’d againft
their Sovereign, who met at firft with
great Refiftance from the Rebels, tho’ af=
terwards he oblig’d them to fubmit; and
having totally defeated them, and banifh’d
all their Leaders into another Country, got
at laft a peaceable Poffeffion of the famous
City of Giratz, and of all the Dependen-
cies thereof ; and having eftablifhed new
Governors both in that and other Cities,
and pacify’d the whole Province, he left it
laft Spring, in order to return to J/pabany
to wait upon the Sophi.

«. It was in his Way home that he re-

ceived the News that a Peace was con~
« cluded
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cluded between the Ottoman Porté and his
Mafter, and being farther informed upon
what Conditions the Treaty was agreed to,
he very much refented it, and without
giving Notice to the Sophi, having an ir-
reconcilable Enmity againft the Zurks, he
immediately publithed a Manifeflo, in!
which he aflumed the Title of Lieutenant:
of the Kingdom, and declared to all his’
Countrymen, that the Treaty lately con=;
cluded with the Zurks was very detrlmen-
tal to the Perfian Kingdom, by giving ug
to the Enemy the beft of their Provinces,
and not infifting upon the Libeity of thei
Perfran Prifoners in the Hands of the:
Turks, fo contrary to the Laws of God |
and all Nations, and fo derogatory to the |
Intereft and Honour of the Perfian Mo-
narchy.
¢« And for that Reafon, J Tachmas Kouly
Kan (adds he in his Mamjeﬁo) am going in;
Perfon with a numerous Army againft our
Enemies the Turks, in order to regain our
Provinces fo [hamefully given up to them;
and to procure to the Perfian Prifoners theif
Lzberty And therefore he orders in the
faid Manifefio, that all the Subjedts of the
Kingdom do take up Arms againft their
Enemies the Zurks, in order to avenge the
Caufe of their Country ; and in cafe any
Man fhould ¢ither oppofe or contradiét his
Vori. IL P « faid
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faid Otders, he licenfes all Perfons to kili
fuch Oppofer, of what Condition foever
he be, and to feize all his Effects.

“ Not long after, the Ruffian Court re-
ceived an Exprefs from General Levafbol,
who commands in chief the Ru/fian Troops
in Perfia, with the News, that the faid
Tachmas Kouly Kan, attended with 30000
chofen Men, arrived on the 1 5th of Au-
guft laft, O. S. at Jfpaban, (where the So-
phi was with his whole Court) and in-
camp’d himfelf before the faid City in one
of the Sophi’s Gardens; and three Days
after his Arrival waited on the Sophi (who
received him but coolly) and on his Re-
turn from Court, he put many of the So-
phi’s Domefticks under Arrett. '

“ On the 21t of the fame Month the So-
phi went, in Perfon, out of the City to
vifit Zachmas Kouly Kan, who receiv’d his
Majefty, at the Head of his commanding
Officers, with all the Refpe&t due to his
Royal Perfon ; and having conduéted him
to his Tent, defired his Majefty to fit
down, and waited on him there asa Slave
does upon his Mafter. The Sophi asked
the General what Reafon he had to put his
Domefticks under Arreft? To which Zach-
mas Kouly Kan replied, with a haughty
Air, Becaufe your Majefly has no need of

 fuch Perfons, who are only'kept in Lazine/s.

€« Az
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<« At which the Sophi being very much of-
« fended, got up to go home; but the Ge-
¢ neral ftopt him, defiring his Majefty to
¢« give him Leave to fpeak a Word to him
“ in private; and with that conducted him
¢« to the adjoining Houfe, where he kept
« him all that Night.

- Thenext Day, being the 22d of Augu/i,
¢ the General went into his Tent, and af-
¢« {embled all the Officers of his Army, and
¢ being feated, made the following Decla-
¢ ration to them.

“ That the Sophi was altogether unfis to
« govern the Kingdom, and had by his evil
< Condul? brought an Infamy upon their Coun-
“ try, and by his imprudent Direitions, lof
“ a great Number of Perfians: That hitherto
« they had beenobliged to bear all this, for want
 of a Succeffor to the Crown ; but now, fays
“ he, fince the faid Sophi has a Son three
“ Mouths old, named Abas, Ithink it proper
“ to fettle the Crown upon him, the Father

“ having rendered himfelf totally unworthy of
“ its and I promife to be as faithful to the .

« Son as I bave been hitherto to his Father,
“ whom I think it exgedient to keep from this
« Time under a flrong Guard, allowing him,
“ during Life, a [ufficient Maintenance.
¢« Upon this there was, for a while, great
“¢ Silence amongft the Officers ; but at laft,
4 fome of them having approyed his Decla~
2 ‘¢ ration,

b
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ration, the General immediately gave Or-
ders to bring him the Feather (a Royal
Mark of Authority) from the Sophi’s Head,
which being done, he kif$’d it, and laid
it down by his Side. The General then
fent for the Sophi’s Wife, and the Prince
her Son, who were both publickly con-
dulted before the Army (the Mother be-
ing covered) to the aforefaid Tent; foon
after which fhe was re-conduéted again
to the Palace, and a little Time after,
the Prince her Son was fent back to
her, with the Turbant and the Royal Fea-
ther on his Head. 'Then the General or-
dered a new Coin to be ftruck, and new
Seals tobe made, bearing the young King’s
Name, Sophi Apas. In the mean Time -
all the old Minifters and other Perfons of
Diftin&tion, who were of the depofed
King’s Party, were put under Arreft, and
banifh’d to the Province of Chorazan, to
which Place alfo the dethroned Sophi was
fent on the 25th of Auguff laft, under a
Guard of 1, 500 Men.
“ The 26th Zachmas Kouly Kan was mar-
tied to a Sifter of Shach Kuféins, the
Widow of Mirzs Dawdan, who has a
Son twelve Years old,
% On the 28th Zachmas Kouly Kan entred
with all his Army into the City of I/pa-
kan, and took up his' Lodgings in the
¢ Royal
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Royal Palace; and the fame Day he or-
dered a magnificent Cradle to be fet up
in the Chamber nam’d Kell-Suitan, in
which the new Infant King was laid, and
at the Side of the Cradle was put the
Turbant, the Royal Feather, and a Sabre.
Then Zachmas Kouly Kan aflembled the
Mullas and Seides, and went to Prayers in
the Prefence of all the Officers of the
Army, after which they congratulated the
Sophi upon his Acceflion to the Throne,
and the Ceremony was clofed with a cold
Cotlation. A0

<« Upon this Occafion Zachmas Kouly Kan
honour’d many of the Quality, in the Name
of Sophi Abas, with an Halaat (er Robe
of Honour) and caufed a Proclamation to
be iflued out, that for the future they
fhall give no other Title to Sophi Thamas;
than that of Zachmas Mirza.

¢ When the General went into the Sophi’s
Palace, he found a Treafure of many Mil-
lions, which was hoarded up by Sophi
Abas the Firft, ‘

¢ This whole Account has been confirmed
from Conffantinople by the Report of M.
Nepluef, Refident from Ruffia, who gave
farther Notice to the Court, that frhmed
Ba/firw, Governor of Babylon, had given
the {fame Account of this Revolution to

the Otroman Porte: And M. Nepluef adds,

¢ That
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« That Zachmas Kouly Kan, fince the Depo-
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fition of Sophi Thamas, and the Eleva-
tion of his Son, Sophi #bas, to the Throne,
governs the whole Kingdom of Perfia,
defpotically and makes vaft Preparations of
War againft the Twrks; as alfo that the
Ottoman Porte are as vigorous in their Pre-
parations to oppofe his Defigns.

¢ General Levafhol, who was at that Time
with Part of the Ruflian Army in Perfia,
mn the Province of Ghilan, had, in the
fame Month of Auguft, (purfuant to the
Articles of Peace concluded between the
Imperial Crown of Ruffia and Sophi Thas-
mas) furrendred the faid Province, and
the reft of the Places fituated beyond the
River Kura, to the Kingdom of Perfa,
after which he crofled the River with his
Army, and incamped in the Province of
Shirvan, which formerly belonged to the
Perfians, but is now given up to the Ru/=

fian Empire, by the late Treaty conclud-

ed between the two Powers, and appointed
the head Quarters in the City of Derbent,
where he received an Exprefs from Tach-
mas Kouly Kan, with a written Account
of the Depofition of Sophi Thamas, and
the Elevation of his Son Sophi #bas to
the Throne, in which that General affures
him, . that he will keep inviolably-all the
Conditions flipulated in the Treaties lately

“ con-
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concluded between the Empire of Ruffia
and the Kingdom of Perfis, and that the
King his Mafter is upon the Point of fend-
ing a folemn Embafly to the Court of her
Imperial Majefty, to notify his Acceflion
to the Crown of Perfia.

Since this Account, there are Letters of

the 15th of Fansary laft, O. S. which bring
Advice of another Revolution. Thefe Letters
indeed don’t mention the Particulars, but
they relate in general, that Kosli Kan had
made away with the depofed Sophi 7hamas,
and all his Children, and caus’d himfelf to
be proclaim’d Emperor of Perfia; and that
the Perfians have defeated the Turks in an-
other Battle.

THE
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INDEX
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denotes the Firft Volume, II. denotes
the Second. ‘Thefe Marks arc omit-
ted, when what follows: belongs to
the fame Volume. The Prefaceismark’d
with Capital Numerals.

A.

BAS (Mirza) Son of Solyman, and
Brother to Schah-Huflein, bis Charaiter,

I, Pag. 62. Excluded from the Crown, 64,

Abas I. (Schah) firnamed the Great, whofe Soi

he was, and whom: be fucceededy fufpected by
bis Father, juftifies bimfelfy 1.35. " Kills bis
Governor, 36. Propofes to bimfelf to recover
all that bad been taken during the Reigns of
bis Predeceffors, ' and performs it, 3n. Is
look’d upon as the Reftorer of Perfia, 38.
Makes fome Conguefts in the Turkith Zerri-
tories, 39. An able Politician, and the firft
who fet the Kings of Perfia free, 39. The

2 Means



i INDEX.

Means be made ufe of to gain them an abfolute
Power, 40. Orders the Eyes of bis two
youngeft Sons to be put out, 41. Afterwards
be put bis eldeft, Mirza-Sefiy to Death ; quick-
Uy repents of ity and is [enfibly afflitted at it
the Remainder of bis Life, 42. Dies, and
sominates bis Grandfon, and Mirza-Sefi’s Son,
‘t¢ be bis Succeffor, 42. His Maxims about
the Punifbment of Perfons of all Ranks, 107.
His Policy in keeping up two Fallions in eve-
ry Town of bis Kingdom, 91. His commen-
dable Care for the Safety of the Roads, 113
Abas II. (Schah) afcends the Throne, 1. 48.
An Order givep to deprive bim of bis Sight,
but awvoided by the Eunuch who was to do it,
48. An At of Authority and Vigor in bis
2oath, $1. - Retakes Candahar from the Mo-
gul, 51. He openly protefls the Chrifians in
bis Kingdom, 52. An AGE of Fuftice in their be-
balf,52. Dies young without appointing bis Suc-
ceffory 53. A Report that be died a Chrifiian,
129

Abdulla, Prince of the Usbeks, over¢ome by
Schah-Abas 1. who caus’d him, togetber
with bis Brotber and three of bis Sons, to be
bebeaded, I 3y
Achmet-Aga, an Eunuch, repulfes the Rebels,
and drives them from the Bridge of Abufabat,
IL. 6o. Attempts to force a Poft of the Re-
bels, and is deferted by tbe General of the
Perfian drmy, 86. Is unjufily reprimanded
by the King, 86 ; poifons bimfelf, aund is found
dead. ' His Charalter. Ap Infiance g?f the
Liberty be took with the King in the Time of
2be Famine, >y 87, &c.

Achmet,
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Achmet, Bafbaw of Babylon, lays fiege to A=
madan, defeats Prince Thamas’s Troops, aud
takes the Town, 11 112. Advances within
three Days March of Upahan : Is obliged to
return to Babylon, 180
Aghvans, the Nation who bave lately conquer'd
Perfia ; their Origin, and from wbence their
Nameisderiv’dy 1. 137,138. Their Manner of
Living and Drefs, 145. Dbeir Manner of
fighting and military Difcipline, 149 Are
bumane to their Prifoners, and regular in their
Morals, 82. Their Cruelty and Perfidionfuefs
on a certain Occafiony, bow punifbed, 11. 6g.
Confult about declaring a Succeffor to Magh~
mud Jbefore bis Death, and make choice of
Afzraft bis Coufin-german, 153
Agmat, King of Perfia before the Sopbis, is
killed after a Reign of fix Montbs, I 1x
Akuli, 2 Town belonging to the Armenians i
Perfia, ' I 130
Aladul, King of Cappadocia, fbelters Morat-
Cham, I 17. Is defeated by I{mael 1. King
of Perfia, 17
Ali, Head of a Seft in Mahometanifm 7o which
the Perfians adbere, I 4
Ali-Merdan-Kan, in the Reign of Schah-Sefi,
delivers up Candahar 2o the Mogul, andwbhy,

, 1. 140
Ali-Merdan-Kan, anotber Lord in the Reignq;?f
Schah-Huflein, tbe greateft General in Per-
fia, IL 20. Affembles Troops to [uccour If-
pahan, which are worfted in bis Abfence by bis
Brotber's Fanjt, 67. His Fidelity to bis
King, 68. His Advantages over the Turks.
He carries with bim to the Wars two of bis
Daughters, who fight by bim in Mens Drefs,
181
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181. . He is obliged to forfake Priuce Tha-
mas, and why, 182
Almas Kullar-Aghafy, fir# Minifier to Myrr-
Maghmud, 7n what manner ufed by bis Suc-
ceffor 5 bis Death ; a fine Charalter of this
Aghvan Minifler, II. 157
Alvante, the laft King of Perfia before the Reign
of the Sopbis, defeated and killed by Imael

I 15
Amadan, a confiderable City in Perfia, taken
by the Turks, IL. 142

Aman-Ulla, one of the principal Chiefs of the
Aghvans, #s fent to Casbin, II. 104. Is dri-
wen from it with great Lofs, 10%7. His Preten-
fions againft Maghmud; bemarties a Dangh-
ter of Schah-Huffein, 13 6,137. Leaves I{pahan
with bis Troops, and takes the Crown with
bimy 137. He is purfued by Maghmud, whe
cvertakes him, and after their Reconciliation
fends bim back to Upahan, 138. He is nar-
rowly watched ; an Affrout offeredto bim by
Maghmud, and bis Refentment of it, 139.
He is [et at Liberty 5 and becomes a fecret E-
nemy of Maghmud, and one of the Heads of
a Confpiracy formed againft him in favour of
Afzraff, 139. He is made Athemat-Doulet
by Maghmud, 167. His immenfe Ricbes,
awhich are confifcated by Afzraff now King. 4
Piece of Knavery of bis towards the Englifh

- of the Faltory of 1{paban, 167, 168

Amurat IV. Emperor of the Turks, lofes the
greateft Part of bis Army in Perfia, and how,

II. 16

Armenians, bow tran/ported into Perfia by Schah-
Abas, I1.39. Settled at Zulfa near I{pahan,
Privileges granted them by the [ame Schah-

/ Abas,
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Abas, 41, 42. Suffer many Grievances inthe

Reign of Schah-Huflein, 44. dre difarmed
by the Court at the Approach of the Rebels,
46. Are abandoned by the Court, and obliged
to treat with the Rebelsy 47. Are plunderd
by the Rebels, who bad made themfelves Ma-
flers of Zulta, s1.  They refufe to be Media-
tors between the Rebels and the Conrty and
why, 61. They urge the Court to lay hold of
an Opportunity to overthrow tbe Aghvans,
which mifcarried through the Treachery of the

Generaly n2. @Wﬂ
in_Perfia than any other. Natida, 198
Army, State of that of Maghmud, IL 1x
Artillery, the Ignorance of the Perfians in it ;
bow many Cannons there were at Ipahan ; and
bow many Shot fired during the Siege, 1I. 93.
Aflam-Kan, Lieuntenant-General to Prince 'Tha-
mas, binders bis being [urprized by Afzraff,

1L 175
Afzraff, Coufin German to Maghmud; be is

Jufpeted by bim during the Siege of Ifpahan,
and wherefore, 11. 154. Caft into Prifon by
Maghmud after the Siege of Hpahan, 155.
Negotiates during bis Imprifonment with
Prince Thamas to dethrone Maghmud, 171.
Is taken out of Prifon to be placd upon the
Throne, 155. Forces the Palace of Maghmud,
caufes bis Head to be cut off, and all his
Guards to be maflacred, 156. His Diffimu-
lation on bis afcending the Throne, 162. His
Policy in the Care he took of the Burial of the
Princes of the Blood, whom Maghmud bad
murder’d, 164. His Humanity towards Schah-
Huffein, 165. He divorces bis Wife to mar-
ry one of the Daughters of that Prince, 166.

He

]

{

————
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Hecanfes this Marriage, and the Rights of bis
Son born of that Princefs, to be confirm’d in
a Treaty with the Porte, 194. He arrefis
all thofe who bad confpir’d to place bim on the
Throne 5 puts fome of them to Death, and con-
fifcates the Eftates of all of them, 166. He
puts bis youngeft Brother’s Eyes outy and con-
Jines bim to the Haram, 170. He puts to
death the Twenty-five Perfian Lords whom
Maghmud bad par’d, and under whatPretence,
174 He fends an Emba(fy andPrefents toPrince
"Thamas, and appoints an Interview with him,
with Defign to [urprize him, 175. He fends
an Embaffy to the Porte, 185. His Ambaf-
fador is at firf} well receiv’d, afterwards re-
Jected, and why, 190. H7s Bebaviour to the
Turks to induce them to a Peace, 189. The
'Turks declare War againft bim, 190. He
concludes a Peace with them, 194. His Go-
vernment eftablifl’d in Perfia, 199.
Athemet-Doulet, Z7tle of the Prime Mivifler
of Perfia, 1. 84. Offers to go on the Expedi-
tion to Candahar, after [everal bad refus’d it,
218. He procures thatCommifJion for bis Brother-
in-Law, 218. Zbe two oppofite Faltions of
the Court combine to ruin bimy 225. Palpable
Slander rais’d againft bim, 226. He is ar-
reftedy bis Eyes are put out,and be is tortur'd,
228. His Reélations and Friends are arrefled,
229. His immenfe Wealth, and what it a-
monnted to, ibid. A Councily in which be is
beard in bis Defence 5 the Complaints of bis
Accufers 5 be jufiifies bimfelf againft every Ar-
ticle, 232, 20 23 5. Tho’ innocent, yet for Reafons
of State, be is banifl’d to tbe Caftle of Chiras,
with @ large Pewfion, 250. He dies, and
how ;
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bow ; bis Charalter, 252. His illuffrious
Birth, 241. His Relations and Friends are
refior’d to their Liberty and Eftates, 2354.
His Sous-in-Law are in no ways molefted,
255.

Athemat-Doulet, Succeffor to the former, cau-
fes the Lofs of the Battel of Giulnabat, IIL
22. In taking the Oath of Allegiance to
Maghmud, when acknowledg’'d King, ke fti-
pulates that be fball not be oblig’d to bear
Arms againfi Prince Thamas. 102

Avarice, 4 jaft and fingular Punifbment of it at
the taking of the City of Chiras, II. 128.

Aureng-Zeb, Emperor of the Mogul, offers to
lay Siege to Candahar, but is diverted from
ir, L 143.

B.

YD Achtylarians, People that live in Tents in
Perfia, I. 9%7. An Account of this Na=-
tion; they drive the 'Turkith Army out of

their Canton, II. 180
Balfora, 2 Town upon the 'T'igris, near the Perfian
Guiph, I 39

Bajazet, Son zo Soliman II. 4 Refugee in Per-
fia, 7s put to death at the Inflance of bis Fa-
ther, 1. 28.

Bayfingir, King of Perfia after Julaver, I 9

Beggar, a biind one, finds Means to [ubfift du-
ring the whole Time of the Ramine at 1{pa-
han, IL. 91

Begum, (Mary) Grandmoetber to Schah-Huf-
fein, Begum is the Title of the Princeffes
in Perfia, as well as at the Court of Mogul,

I 128
Bender-
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Bender-Abafli, the Mortality of that Climate ;
an Excurfion made by the Rebels that way,
after the taking of Chiras, II. 129
Ben-lpahan, a large Town, its Inbabitants de-
feat the Rebels, and make Reprifals upon their
Prifonersy 1I. no.  Incite thofe of Ifpahan
to revolt, and [ally out againft the Rebels to
the Gates of that City, 111. They make
their Peace with the Uurper Maghmud, 121.
They prove faithful to bim after the Accommio-
dation, deliver up to him General Luft-Ali-
can, and gain bis Confidence by this inportant
Service 122
Berthullah-Effendi fent to Perfia, by the Grand-
Signior, to conclude a Peace with Afzraff,

1I. 193
Bizarus, Author of the General Hiftory of Per-
fia, as well ancient as modern, L s.

Bridges, four Bridges over the Senderou, a
quarter of a League from 1{pahan, IL.37 4
Bridge of Abufabat, the Aghvans artack it un-
fuccefsfully, 11. 6o. They make themfelves
Mafters of it, . 65
Bridge of Chiras sear Ifpahan, the Aghvans
Joon take ity and afterwards are beaten from

it with great Lofs, I 59

Buildings, Extravagancies of Schah-Huffein

on this Head, I. 125
C.

Achan, (Zown of) fends Deputies to Magh-
mud, and receives bim within its Walls,

II. 134

Caidar-Mirifes, Third Son to Thamas King of
Perfia, who declares bim bis Succeffor, 1. ?—14‘

e
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He is pit to death by Order of Ifhmael IL
bis Brother, who is preferr’d before bim, 27
Calaate, what it is, 1. 86. How abus’d during

the Reign of Schah-Huflein, 87
Calumny, the Prime Minifter of Perfia finks un-
der o flagrant one, I. 225

Candahar, the Capital of the Country of the
Aghvans, s taken by Schah-Abas I, 1. 139
Lof? under Schah-Sefi, bis Succeffor, and bow,
Retaken by Schah-Abas IT. Succeffor t6 Schahs
Sefi, 143. Fortified by Eutopean Enugineers
whilft it belonged to the Mogul, 144. Its
Situation, and Diftance from I{pahan, 145

Carabes, « Perfian Lord, revenges the Death
of Ruftan King of Petfia, L1t

Casbin, (tbe City of) formerly the Capital of
Perfia, II. 104. Receives thé Aghvans,
who afterwards are driven ons of it with great
Lofs, 10§

Chardin, bis Travels in Perfia,  Pref. xviii.

Cheriman, Arut, owe of the richeft Armenians
in Zulfa, plunder'd by the Rebels, 1L 52

Cheriman, Manuel, an# Atrmenian to whom
Afzraff committed the Management of bis Ne=

gotiations with the Porte, II. 183
Chielentar, a Poff that Myrr-Weis beid at Can-
dahar. §¢e Kielentat, L 153

Children of the Perfian Nobility educated in
Colleges 5 are mdffasred by thé Aghvans,
II. 108

Chiras (Town of ) beéfieged by the Aghvans,
IL. 122. Capitulatesy, and is bioke Into du-
ring the Parley and [acked, 128
Chogia-Drak, an Eunuch skilful in the Art of
Government, [ole Direttor of all Affairs in
the Reign of Sckah Solyman, I 82
Vor. I 4 Goda-
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Codabende (Mahomet) eldef Brother to If-
mael 1L refufes the Crown, 1. 24. Accepts
of it with Relulfancy after the Death of bis
Brother, 28. A praife-worthy Prince ; the
Caunfe of the warious Opinions concerning bim,
29. Puts to death three of bis Brothers, 3o.
Owercoines the 'Turks in (everal Battels, 31.
His Death ; be leaves three Sonsy, who all
fucceeded bim in their turns the fame Year, 32

Confifcation of Efiates, antient Cuftoms in Per-
fia relating to ity 1. 106. The Method
the Ennnchs made ufe of in the Reign of Schah
Huflein, of converting them to their own Pro-

2, 108

Corfchi-Bachi, General of the Corlchis, fent to
arreft the prime Minifier in bis Houfe, 1. 227

Cor{chis, or Courtchis, an antient Body of Mi-
litia, powerful in Perfia, till weakew’d by
Schah Abas L. and bis Succeffors, I 40

Chronology of the Revolution, Pref. xv.
Cure, a ftrange one perforn’d on Efik Aghari by
a Fefuit, Pref. iv.

Curdes, fee Kurdes.
D.

‘ELY, @ Tartar Suitan, who bad fided
with Aflzraff againft the Turks, is inclu-

ded in the Treaty of Peace concluded with the
Porte, IL. 195
Dergefins, a Nation [ettled in Perfia, invited to
Ifpahan to repeople that City, 11. 115. The
Rank this Nation at prefent bears z'nﬁ’erﬁa,

. 191

Deroga, a fort of Intendant in Perfia, one of
them in every Town-—their Exaltions in
the Reign of Schah Huflein, L 110

I Deroga,
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Deroga; of Ifpahan in the fame Reign, made
Money by [etting Prifoners at Liberty to voby
L 111, A4 notorions At of Injufiice of bis,

112
Dervis, a flately Monafiery of Dervizes built by
Schah Huffein, I 127

VDivan-Beg, or the chief Fuftice in Perfia, L 150,
the Probity and Sincerity of an Aghvan, on
whom this Employment was conferred in the
Reign of Maghmud, : IL 103

E.

ID AR (Schah) or Aidar, Father to
King Umael, the firff who rais’d bis Fa-
mily, 1. 7. His Dolirine gains great Credit ;
called -Ardevily, and why, 7. Marries the
Daughter of Uffum Caffam K7ng of Perfia, 8.
Is flain by Order of Ruftan King of Perfia,
10. His Self perfecuted after bis Death,
ibid.

Englith Fleer affiffs Schah Abas the Great in
taking the Ifle of Ormus from the Portuguefe,

I 245

Englith, knavifbly dealt with by Aman-Ulla,
II. 16

Eriftaw, a Title of Difiinétion of the prime Noz

bility of Georgia, I 150

Efik-Aghafi, one of the chief Officers in Magh-

mud’s Aruny, IL. 116
Efther, (Queen) ber Tomb, IL. 141

Eunuchs, their State and Condition under the
antient Kings of Perfia, 1. 17. Their Educa-
tion in the Haram.—Tbe Rife of their Repu-
tation in the Reign of Schah-Solymen, and
tpon what Qccafion, 81. A Council of Eu=

‘ P2 nuchs
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nuchs effablif’d in bhis Reigny 82. Their
Power iucreafes exorbitantly in the Reign of
Sehah-Huflein, 83. JInconveniencies of their
great Intereft, 85. Their infatiable Avarice,
85. A ridiculons Edil? wbich they iffue out
to their own Honoury 8o. Divided into two
Fattions, of Black and White, and the Mif-
chiefs arifing from it to the Government, 9g.
They bring the great Men of the Cours under
Subjection, 101. Their Numbers, their vaft
Riches, 124
Excommunication of the Turkifh Mufti againft
the Perfians, and of the Szicheliglam or Per-
fian Mufti againft the Turks, L 17t

E

ACTION, al the Cities of Perfia givi-

ded into two Faltions, 1. 91. The like
Divifion in the Perfian Courty 98. Zbe Bit-
ternefs of thefe two Fattions, 91. Zhe Poli-
¢y of the Kings of Perfia in keeping up thefe
FEactionsy, 91. The Ufefulnefs of this Prattice,
93. Inconveniencies of this Praitice in the
Reign of Schah-Huffein, 96. Zhe two oppo-
fite Faltions at Court join to defiroy tbe prime
Minificr, 22§
Faltories, Englith aud Dutch, II. 129
Famine, an effeftual Remedy made ufe of againft
tbe Famine in the Beginning of tbe Reign of
Schah-Solyman, 1. x32. Schah-Huflein’s
Care and Liberality in -2 Time of Famine,
134 A Famine at pahan during the Siege,
andthe firft Caufe of ity 11 88. Its monthly
in-
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increafe 5 by which they are reduced to eat
buman Flefby 9o. The Number of thofe who
perif’d by that Famine, 92
Farabat, a fumptuous Pleafure-Houfe built by
Schah-Huflein,, @ League from I{pahan. 4
Saying of that Prince concerning this Houfe,
which gives an ldea of ity 1. 125. Taken
by the Aghvans, who make it their Camp,
for the better carrying on the Siege of Ipa=
ban, IL. 37
Felenk and Pelenk, the diftingnifbing Names of
the two oppofite Faltions in Perfia, I. 91
Fetfa, the written Anfwer of the Turkith Mufti,
to the Queftions be is confulted about, 1. 172
Flagella-Kan, General of the Forces of Prince
Thamas, 7s beaten by the Turks, before A-
madan, II. 142. Prince Thamas affronts
bim, which caufes bimto go over to the Agh-

vans, 143

Fleuriau, (Fatber) bis Memoirs of the Levant-

Miffion, Pref. ix.

Forgers, wery common in Perfia, 1. 236

Fredon-Kan, General of Prince Thamas’s Troops,

flies from before the Aghvans, IL 133
G

Aures, or Giaur, defcended from the ancient
Perfians, favour the Rebeis, 11. 11. The
Rank this People at prefent bear in Perfia,

1
Gemelli-Careri, Author of a Voyage round :%Z
World. His Acconnt of Perfia not much to
be relied on, Pref. xviii, xx. Copies a
Miftake of 'T'avernier’s, Ly

P 3 Gengia,
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Gengea, (Prince of) betray’d by bis own Bro-
thery through the Infiigation of the Eunuchs,

\ ‘L 103

Georgia, (Princes of ) the Order of their Suc-
ceffion [ubverted by the Eunuchs, 1. 102. The
Kings of Perfia beftow Lands upon them in
their Kingdom, to keep them in a firifter De-
pendancy,, 102
Georgia, (a Woman of ) what fbe artempts to
revenge the Death of ber Husband, 11. 143
Georgians, offer te [(uppre(s the Rebels, pro-
wided no Perfian Troops be with them ; which
is rejected, 1. 100. Myrr-Weis rewards
their Valour, 198
Georgi-Kan, Prince of Georgia, revolts from
Perfia ; reduc’d by a Stratagem, 1. 154. Ob-
tains bis Pardon, and Re-eftabiifbment. Is
fent Governor to Candahar, 151. He there
conceives 2 Miftruft of Myrr-Weis, fends bim
to Court as a [u/pected Perfon, and bis wifeAd-

- wice to rthe King concerning bim, 154. He
is affaflinated at Candahar by Myrr-Weis,
183

Ghilan, a Province of Perfia, lying at the lower
- End of the Wefiern Coaft of the Cafpian Sea.
T'he Mufcovites have poffe(fed thew(elves of it ,

II. 186
Giez,. a wery flrong Caftle three Leagues from
Hpahan, bow taken, II. 120

Gioz-Tutzak, a Name given in Perfia, to thofe
who are narrowly watch’d, tho' they are wnot
Prifoners, : I 155

Giulnabat, a large Town four Leagues from 1{-
pahan, IL 19. Particulars of the Battel
fought there, ' £ 21

Goa. Schah-Huflein fends an Embafly to the

~ Vice-Roy of Goa, L 146. An Enterprize
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mifcarries by Schah-Huflein’s Minifters break-
ing their Promife with the Portuguele, I. 246
Gofpel, (Red) among the Armenians, what it
is. Maghmud bas recourfe to it in bis laft
Sicknefs, IL 150
Governors of Provinces and Cities cbanged too
often in the Reignof Schah-Huflein, I. 134
Guines, Father of Schich-Eidar, aud Grand-
father of Umael, firff King of Perfia af the
Houfe of the Sophys, . 6

H.

Agi-Bakir, an Arabian War-Officer, de-
Jends the City of Chiras when befieg’d by

“the Aghvans, IL 136. Imprudmtly probi-
bits Sallies, and is kill’d in admitting a
Convoy into the Place, 127
Haram, is the fame thing in Perfia, as the Se-
raglio in 'Turkey, L 61. Tbe exceffive Ex-
pences of Schah-Huflein for the Maintanance
of bis Haram, 120
Hafarai, (Aghvans-of) join to the Aghvans of
Candahar, but of a different Sect, I 210
Maghmud forces them to march along with
bim to invade Perfia, 211. Five bundred of
this Nation fland true to Maghmud 7o the
lafty and are cut in Pieces by Order of Af-
zraff, II. 1359
Hekimbalzi, or the King’s firf Phyfician, to-
gether with bis chief Moullah, forges a Ca-
lumuy to defiroy the chief Minifter, and com-
paffes bis End, 1. 224. Schah-Huflein dif-
covers the Falﬂaaod of the Accufation, Fut
dares wot punifb the Informers, 253. The
two fame Injbrmers make the King commit
P4 an
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an egregious Fault by their Suggeftions agazz;ﬂ
the Prince of Georgia, 26
Hiemfe, (Emir) Eldeft Son o Codabendea
fucceeds him, and is kill’d foon after by bis
Brother M{mael’s Contrivance 23
Hocen, a Feflival celebrated by the Perfian Re-
igion in bowour of bim, L 92
Hofpital, one built and mmntam’d by Schah-
Huffein, - L o131
Huffein (Schah) Son of Solyman, bis Chara-
“éfer, 1. 62. He is preferr’d to bis Brother
zo ﬁzcceed Solyman, and why, 63. Forbids
the putting ont of his Brother’s Ejyes, ibid.
He at firft probibits the drinking of Wine,
w2. How be bimfelf at firfs was indyced to
drink jbme, and becomes very fond of ity 7s.
He is wholly goverw’d by the Eunuchs, 76.
His Humanity. A wrong Notion of Clemency
auftill’d into bimy104,105. Keepsbimelf[hut up,
in bis Haram, 119. In what be placed bis
Glory, 120. A great Dewotee to bis Sect,
but very zndulgent to the Chriftians, 128
His reafoning in bebalf of the Chriftan Re-
ligiony, 131. Is impos’d upon by two Infor-
mersy, who prevail upon bim to dq/i‘roy bis
prime Minifier, 224. Is fenfible of the Ca-
Fumny, and pardons the two Informers, not da-
ving to fearch into the Matter, 255. Makes
Propofals unadvifedly to Maghmud, II. 27.
And with equal Indifcretion, rejects thofe [ent.
20 bim by Maghmud, 33. He affronts Vach-
tanga, Prince of Georgia, I. 266. He
courts and follicits this Priuce, in wvain, to
come 10 his help during the Siege of Hpahan,
I1. 76. " He declares to the People bis Re]b-
ixzmn of furrendring bimfelfto the Enemy, 9.
He goe: ?o Farabat, and delivers bimfelf znlz;o
toe
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the Hands of the Conqueror, 97. ' An Account
of bis Reception at Farabat, and of bis Abdi-
cation, 98. He is wounded in the Hand, in
friving to fave two of bis Children from the
Cruelty of Maghmud, 149. Refufes the
Crown which Alzraff makes a Show of offering
to bim, and complains bitterly of the late Magh-
mud, 163. Is well ufed by Afzraff, ibid.

L

Acoub, @ Courland Carpenter, diflodges the
Rebels from the Bridge of Chiras before 1f-
pahan, by Cannon-Shot, 11. 6o. A Miftake
in fome Accounts concerning bim,  Pref. xxi.
Jacup, Son of Uflum-Caflan, fucceeds him in
" the Kingdom of Perfia, 1. 8. Dies by Poifon
given bim by bis own Wife 5 who, together with
their only Son, dies by the [ame Poifon, 9
Jani-Kan, 4 wviolent Aition of that Lord, and bis
tragical End, L 50
Ibrahim-Pacha, Favourite of Solyman 11 Empe-
ror of the 'Turks, wbho puts bim to death, and
wherefore, I 22
Ieft, o Town ten days March from lfpahan,
on the Road to Candahar. Its Garifon de-
feats two thoufand Aghvan Recruits, 11 144.
Attack’d by Maghmud as be was advancing
towards Ipahan, and fuccesfully beats bim
back, ibid. He befieges it a fecond times and
is again repuls’d with a great Lofs, . 14%
Iman-Kouli-Kan, One of the moff powerful
Lords of Perfia in the Reign of Schah-Sefi,
in what Manner ufed by that Prince, I 142
Ifmael, Son of Schih-Eidar; the firfp King of
Perfia of the Race of the Sophys, Predifti-
ons of bis Father velating to bim, 1, 13
a
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a Charalter of 1mael, and bis Behaviour in
bis private Life, ibid. His firf Exploits in
Armenia, 14. He comes to'Tauris,then Capital of
Perfia, which receives bim without Refiftance,
115. He purfues King Alvante, overcomes
and kills bimy 16. He defeats Aladul, King
of Cappadocia, 1. He takes Baby!lon, ibid.
He (ubdues the Georgians gnd 'T'artars, ibid.
He gains a Victory over the King of Samarcand,
ibid. He wages War fuccesfully with Bajazet
and Seylim, Turkith Emperors, and the Suc-
cefs of thefe Wars, which be maintains with-
ont any Lofs, 18. His Death, and how long
be reigin’d, ibid.
Imael IL brought out of Prifonto be plac’d on
the Throue, 1. 24. Hated by the Nobility of
the Kingdom. Died, being poifon’d, by bis
own Sifter, 28
Ifmael IIL. fucceeds bis Brother, whom be bad
canfed to be killed, is bimfelf killed after ba-
ving reigned only a few Montbs, I 34
Ipahan, the Capital City of Perfia, frightwed
at the Approach of the Rebels, 11. 18. Sei-
zed with a Conflernation after the Lofs of the
Battel of Giulnabat, 24. Is invefted on all
Sidesy, 65. A wvery great Famine, 88. Sur-
venders to the Aghvans, 96. Is in danger of
[uffering a fecond Famine, and why, 113
Jews, the Daughters of that Natiow are not ad-
mitted into the Haram, 1. 121. They take
Precedence at prefent in Perfia above the native
Perfians, I1. 198
Julaver, King of Perfia, fucceeds Jacup, I 9

KAGI-
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K.

AGYIARS, good Troops, commonly em-
ployed to guard the Frontiers of Perfia on

the Turkifh Side, 1. w9. A Body of five
bundrea Kagiars convey Prince Thamas out of
Ifpahan during'the Siege, 79, 8o. An indifcreet
Demand of theirs fows a Divifion in Prince
Thamas’s Ariny, 175
Karachirfis, The dppellation of the moft [ubtit
Cheats in Perfia, I 118
Kardelans, (James Dominic) born of one of
the beft Families of Zulfa near Ifpahan, put
to the Rack by the Aghvans, and wherefere 5
bow much Money in Specie the Aghvans found
in bis and bis Brother's Poffe(fion, II. 52
‘Kafin-Kan, a Perfian Lord poffeffed of an bere-
ditary Principality in Arabia, faves Magh-
mud wben in great Danger, IL. 140
Kielenter, or Kelonter, or Kalenter, chief of
the Armenian Nation of Zulfa; Privilege of
this Poft, IL 41
Kirman, 2 Town (urprized by Maghmud, and
retaken by Luft- Ali-Kan, 1. 220. Befieged a
fecond time by Maghmud, who is obliged to
raife the Sicge, II. 14
Kifitbalz, & Perfian Militia, they oppofe the
Pretenfions of the Kagiars, II. 176
Kifveran, the Tear 1701, [0 called in Perfiay and
why, I 120
Kiulpekient, a City of Perfia, the Inbabitauts
“awbhereof are Armenians, taken with its Cita-
del in one Day by the Aghvans, I1. 133
Kom, a City where the Burial-place of the Kings
of Perfia 7s.—— Afzrafl' fends thither the Bo-
dies

w
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dies of the Princes of the Blood, whom Magh-
mud bad maffacred: In what manner the Con-
dultor of the Convoy is received there, I1.164.
is befieged and taken by the Aghvans, 176
Koftrow-Kan, Prince of Georgia, [ent with an
Army againff Myrr-Weis, is worfled and
flainy 1. 190. The Canfes of the Mifcarriages
of this Expedition, 191. A Defcription of
this Prince, 198
Kourouk, 7 Perfia what it is, L&
Krufinski (Fatber Jude) Procurator of the Fe-
fuits in Perfia, accompanies the Bifbop of 1=
pahan to bis Audiences who abandons the Care
of bis Negotiation to bim, Pref. ii. A Man
of great Abilities, and efieemed by Schah-Huf-
fein’s Minifiers, iii. The only Fefuit left in
Ifpahan, where be was near perifbing for Hun-
gery v. Upon what Account be is fent for to
the Aghvan Army, and bis Generofity to bis
Deliverery, iv. Care(sd by Efin Aghari, vi.
Lived twenty Years at Wpahan : His Memoirs
tbe Plan of this Hiftory, ii. Relates nothing
but what be (aw, or bad from the Minifters of
both Parties, vii
Kullar, (Aghafi) Brother to the Prince of Geor-
gia, and Son-in-law to the Athemat-Doulet,
ot included in bis Difgrace, L 255
Kurdes, a People inbabiting the Kurdiftan, and
governed by a chief Dependant on Perfia, in-
volved in the pretended Plot of the prime Mi-
nifler, I. 227
: L.

ESGIANS, a People living near Mount
Caucafus on the Weftern Shore of the Caf=
pian Sea, a Tribute Perfia paid them under
the
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the Name of Subfidies, 1. 143. Commit De-
vaftations in Perfia apon account of their not
being paid, 242. Are near being [ubdwd by
Prince Vachtanga, 265. A falfe Step of the
Perfian Court whereby the Stroke is averted,
268. Their Pretence for rifing in Arms again
at the End of three Months, 270. Make a
fudden Incurfion into the Province of Szirvan,
and take Szamachi, 272
Lorians, a Peopie living in Tents fome Leagues
from Upahan. Wby their Enterprizes againft
the Rebels mifcarry, L g7
Luft-Ali-Kan, Brother-in- Law to the prime Mi-
niftery appointed General of the Army which
is ordered againft the Rebels 5 bis Charalter,
1. 218. Fails in his Attempt upon the Ifland
of Malfcata through the Fault of the Minifiers,
219. Retakes the City of Kirman from
Myrr-Maghmud, who bad taken it by Sur-
prize, 221. Lays wafle the Lands belonging
to the Court Lords along the Perfian Gulf, and
why, 222. Returns with his Army to Chi-
ras, and makes Preparations to go and lay
Siege to Candahar, 223. ' Is arrefted at Chi-
-tas by an Order from Court, and fent Prifoner
to Hpahan, 230. Is ackwowledged to be in-
nocent, yet for Reafous of State is detained in
Prifon, but bis Eftate is not confifcated, 256.
Riches and Favours beap’d on him by Mdgh-
mud, who bad made bimfelf Mafer of 1pa-
han ; be continues faithful to the Royal Fami-
lyy and efcapes ont of Upahan, 257, Is re-
taken and delivered up to Maghmud, who cuts
bim to picces with a Sabre, 259

Machmet,
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M.

ACHMET, of the Nation of the Bols

voz, one of the Head Officers of the Ar

iy, (pared by Aflzraff,’ II 170
Machmet-Kuli-Kan, Prince of Caket iz Geor-
gia, and Son-in-law to the Athemat-Doulet,
ot included in bis Difgrace, L 255
Machmet-Wali, Prince of Hacvufa near Can-
dahary « Vaffal of Perfiay IL. 31. Commands
the Army of Perfia jointly with the Athemat-
Doulet at the Bartel of Giulnabat, I 2z9.
His daily Allowance, 6o. Is (u/pelted by the
Courty and upon what Accounty, 32. Agrees
with Maghmud, and evades all Opportunities
of beating the Rebels, n3. His Treachery
punifbed by Maghmud bimfelf, when be became
Mafter of Ifpahan, 101
Maeflum-Beck, Minifter of Thamas King of
Perfia, procures Ifmael, this King’s Son to be
imprifon’d, I 25
Maghmud, (Myrr) fecond Son to Myrr-Weis,
brought up in bis Father's Camp, L 207.
Bebeads bis Uncle, and gets bimfelf chofen
Chief and QGeneral of the Aghvans, 208.
Makes War upon the Aghvans of Hafarai,
and forces them to join with bim againf the
Perfians, 211.  Defeats the Perfian Army
wbhich is fent againft bim, and kills the Ge-
nerals, 217. Surprifes the City of Kirman,
s driven out of it, and put to Flight, 220.
He was utterly ruiw’d, bad not the Athemat-
Doulet, and Luft-Ali-Kan been difgraced,
1. 3. His Preparations for a great Expe-
ditionsy . Marches in order to lay Siege to
Kirman,
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Kirman, 8. The State of bis Army, 8, &c.
His il Succefs at this Siegey and is forfaken
by 14000 Men, who return to Candahar, 13
He raifes the Siege, and marches towards
Ifpahan, 14. MWins the Battel of Giulnabat,
23. Thinks of returning, tho’ Congueror, 25.
Keeps bis Qround through the Court of Perfia’s
Fault, 23. The Negotiations between Magh-
mud and the Perfian Court come to nothing
by Faunits on both Sidesy, 35. Lofes bis Re-
putation at bis firff Attack of lpahan, 57.
Attacks the Bridge of Abufabat, but is re-
pulfed with great Lofs, 6o. Is for renewing
the Treaty, 61. His Spies at Court enconrage
bim, 62. He refolves to befiege Ifpahan, 63.
Forces the Bridge of Abulabat, and invefts
the City on all Sides, 65. Can take it by Fa-
mine oniy, and why, 94. Receives Schah-
Huflein, who refigns the Crown in bis favounr,
98. Makes Examples of thofe who betrayed
tee Intereft of the King to him, 101. In
what Manner be regulates the Government of
the Kingdomy 103. QOrdersthe greateft Pare
of the Nobility, and all the Military Men -
that were at Hpahan to be maffacred, 108.
Lofes the greateft Part of bis Army in an
Expedition, 14. Undertakes the Siege of Jeft,
and after [(uftaining great Lofs, [hamefully
mifcarries , 147.  Superfiitionfly  retreats
to a [ubteraneous Grotto, ibid. Maffacres
the Princes of the Blood in the Ha-
ram, 149. JTarns delirions in Sicknefs,
150. The Violence of bis Diftemper, 152.
His Head cut off by Order of Afzraff bis
Confiin German, 156, Charalier of bim,
i 159
Magi-
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Magiftrates, their Exalfions in the Reign of
Schah-Huflein, L 110
Mahomet-Pacha, « Turkith General, fent to
fucceed Sinan-Pacha, is defeated in Geoxgla,
I 32

Mary, a Name often affun’d by tbe Perfian
Ladies, and the Origin of this Cuftom, 1. 128
Mafcata, an Ifland in the Perlian Guiph. An
Expedition againft this Ifland unfucce(sful by

a Fault of the Perfian Minifters, who impute
it to the Athemat-Doulet, I 219
Melik-Maghmud, a Prince and Vaffal of Perfia,
raifes the Siege of Mefzat, and afterwards
makes bimfelf Mafter of it. IL 182
Mefzat, or Meched, a City to which the Per-
fians make a famous Pilgrimage, 1.7 5. Upon what
Account Schah-Abas the Great inftituted this
Pilgrimage, 1. 160. Schah-Huflein goes
this Pilgrimage, with a Retinue of Sixty
thoufand Men, 127. Taken by Melik-Magh-

mud, II. 182
Meter, The Nature of this Poft, which is al-
ways executed by an Eunuch, L 48

Miangi, an Indian, Governor to Maghmud du-
ring bis Minority. His Sway in the Council
of the Rebelsy 11. 29. He motions an Ad-
wvice concerning the Propofals from the Court,
which is follow'd, 31. The great Refpe(t
paid bim by Maghmud, Afzraff coufifcates
bis Eftate, yet proves more favourable to bim,

169
Militia. State of the Troops kept on ﬁzot by the
Kings of Perfia, . 80

Mogul, (Great) the City of Candahar delz-
wver'd up to him, 1. 140. He lofes ity endea-
vours to retake ity but in vain, 143. Sends

4 an
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an AmbafJador to demaud the Reftitution of it,
181
Money, (Copper) Which the Governors of Pro-
vinces in Perfia coin in their Governments.
Mifehiefs arifing from this Praitice, 1. 89
Moratcham, Brotber to Alvante King of Perfia,
is defeated by Umael, L 16, Lofes another
Battel, and flies to tbe Sultay of ]Egypt, 1
Mordecal, His Tomb, II. 14x
Mother of Myrr-Ma%hmud the Figure fbe made
at ber Eutry iuto Hpahan, IL 117. In what
Manner treated by Afzraff 170
Mothkers who kill and eat tbezr Children during
the Famine at I{pahan, IL go
Moullah, or dlimoner to the King, be ruins the
prime Minifler by a Slander, I 225
Mubatek-Aga, ain Eunuch, how Schah-Solyman
was obliged to bim for the Crofwn, L 55
Multani, or Multoni, what it is, and the Rank
they bear in Perlia at prefent, II 193
Mur{chid-Kuli-Kan, Gowernor to Schah-Abas
the Great during bis Minority, procures him
the Crown, by murdering lfmael 1II. L 34
Is himfelf kil’d by Schah-Abas, after be was
King, for affirping too, great Command over,
bim, 36
Mufcovites, their Conguefts in Perfia, IL 177
Mufelhm-Sade, a famons Perﬁan Poet.  Anin-
genious Fable of bis compofing, L 119
Muftapha, z Turkith Grand-Vizir, is depos’d
at his Return from Perfia, and kills bimfelf,
L 31
Muza-Caim, or Mouffa-Kaifem, & Defcendant
of Ali,' from whom the Family of the Sophyf‘
pretend to be defecended, L 4

Vo, II Q Nafacks
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N.

\ ¥ Afackci, or Pechluvan, Namc: of the

' befp Troops among the Aghvans, their

* Manner of fighting, 1. 149
Nafir-Ulla, 2 great General in the Aghvans dr-
my, takes Zulta, 11. 48. His Expedition
into divers Parts of Perfia, 113. Sent to
befiege Chiras, and is kill’d in the Arrempt,
122. His Charalter, 124. A Parallel be-
twixt bim and Afzraff as to their military
Qualities,. 155
Nations, the Subordination there is among thens
in Perfia, and their Rank as [ettled by Af-
zraff, IL. 197
Nobility, (Perfian) maffacred at I{pahan, by
Order of Maghmud, 1I. 108. The remain-

iug Few put to death by Afzraff, 174
0.

OLeanus miftaken as to the Reigus of Bmir,

Bewfe and {mael, 1. 33

Orii, (Ifrael) an Armeman, Ambaffador from the
Czar in Perfia, His Adventures, 1. 174.
How be cbtains this Embaffy, ibid. The
Court of Perfia alarm’d at this Embaffy, 175
The Service it was of to Myrr-Weis,
178. Returns, and aftemards dies 'ar Af-
tracan, ibid.

Ofman-Pacha, Commander of the Ottoman
Troopsy is kil'd at the Siege of 'Tauris,

B § A 4 [

Peace
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P.

E A CE, (Treaty of) concluded betwixt
the Grand-Signior, and Afzraff, II. 194
Perfians. The phlegmatick Temper of the Per-
fian Nobility, 1. 117. Indolence of the
Perfians, I1. 114. Are at this time degraded
below all the Nations in Perfia, 198
Perfian Guiph, The Aghvans almoft defiroy’d by
a Mortality in an Excurfion they made thither,
IL 129
Pheemomenon, an uncommon one which was [een
at Hpahan #n 1921, and was look’d upon as
a Prefage of [ome approaching Calamlty,
I 272
Pilgrimage #0 Mecca enjoined by the Mahome-
tan Religion. The Method Schah-Abas the
Great took to draw bis Subjeits off from it,
L 13
Portugeze (the) affiff Thamas King of Perﬁg,
who by their Means overcomes the 'Turks in
a great Battel, 1. 23. Schah-Abas the
Great, by the belp of an Englifh Fleet, takes
the Ifle of Ormus from them, 245§
Princes of the Blood, when the Cuftom began
of keeping them j}mt up in the Haram, 1. 44
Pultowa, (Battel of) I 179
Pyrchalim, faves Hmael after the Death of bis
Fatber Schich-Eidar, and educates bim in bis
Family, I, 12

R.

Aders, Patrouls for the Safety of the High-
ways in Perfia, effablifl’d by Schah-Abas

~ the Great, I 114
Q=2 Radery



xxvii) INDEX
Radery,the Name of the Toll paid to them, ibid.
Rafi, the Name of a Selt diftinguifbing the Fol-

lowers of Ali from thofe of Omar, L 161
Revolution, @ Chonological Series of the chief

Ewents of it, Pref. xv
Reza (Iman) a pretended Saint of the Selt of
Aliy, worfbip’d at Mefzat, L. 160

Robberies, the Governors of Towns were anfwer-
able for them before the Reign of Schah-Huf-
fein, ' L 114

Robbers, rare in Perfia before the faid Reign,
and increafed in bis Reign by the Tolera-
tiop and Connivance of the Goverpors, 116

Rofthom-Kan (Mirza) Brother to the Prince of
Georgia, is flain at the Battel of Giulﬁabat,

" 22

Ruftan, King of Perfia, fucceeds Bayfinger,

. 9. Gets Schich-Eidar affaffinated, 10.
Is killd by Agmat, who fuccceds bim, 1%

S.

~ A I N-Mirza Son of Sefi-Mirza, and Son
of Abas the Great, fucceeds bim under the
Name of Sef, L 42
Salmas-Mirza, chief Miniffer to Codabende,
renders bis Soun [ufpected to bim, who is con-

. witled of the Slander, and bis Headis cut off,
L 35

Santons, the Priefts among the Aghvans, difiin-
guif'd from the Laity by mot cutting their

Hair, L 148
Sanazarli-Kan, Prince of Georgia, @ Refugee
in Mofcovy, I 180
Sava, 4 City of Perfia, . 176

Schah-



Schah-Zade, or Sons. of Kings, Families that
affume this Title. The too great Number of

them renders them contemptible, I 122
Sedre, the Perfian Poutiff, punif’d by Schah=
Abas 1L aid wbhy, L 52

Sefi, (Schah) King of Petfia, fucceeds Abas
the Great, was called Sain-Mirza before be
- came to the Crown, 1. 43. His Reign ex-
tremely cruely, 45. Is poifoned by fome We~
men of the Haram. Orders near forty of them
2o be buried alive, ani does not [pare even bis
own Mother, 46. Lofes Bagdat and Canda-
har, and both by bis own Fault, ibid. Ruins
Amurat’s drmy, and bow, I1. 18. Dies young,
and to what bis Death was attributed, 1. 48
Sefi-Kuli-Kan, being appointed to command the
Army againft the Rebels, refufes it, 1. 214
His only Son, tho’ very young, is named in bis
Place, 215. He accompanies bim in this Ex-
pedition, whereintheyborh lofe their Livesy217
Sefi-Mitza, Eldeft Sonto Schah-Abas the Great,
put to death by bis Fatber’s Order, I 42
Sefi-Mirza, Eldeft Son to Schah-Huflein, prefers
a private Life to the Crown. Efcapes out of
the Haram, in 1728, The cruel Confequences
of bis Efcape, ‘ IL. 149
Seidal, one of the Aghvan Generals, is twice
deferted by Prince Thamas, 1L 152, 173
Selim, Emperor of the Turks, makes War with
Hmael. Events of this War, L 17
Sinan-Pacha, Prine Vizier of Conftantinople,.
being (ent into Perfia, defires to berecalled, 1. 31
Senderou, @ River that runs near lpahan, its
Water wor drinkable for a Tear after tbefi'iege,
- IL g1
Sobieski. (John IIL) King of Poland, ¢ 'wbg,at :
Degree dreaded in Perfia after $aifing the
Q3 Siege
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Siege of Vienna. A Saying of Schah-Soly-
man King of Perfia about it, I 130
Solyman (Schah) King of Perfia, fucceeds
Schah Abas II. bis Father, and is obliged to
an Eunuch for it, L. 55. At firft be was cal-
Jed Sefi; upon what Account be changed bis
Name for that of Solyman, §7. He puts one
of bis Sons to death, 1. 6o. Leaves the Eu-
wuchs to name which of his two Sons fhall
fucceed bimy 163. Was a wortble(s Prince,
and very cruel, efpecially when drunk, which
be was very [ubjel? to be, §7. His Deathy 58
Solyman 1L. Ewmperor of the Turks, takes Tau-
ris and Babylon, I, 21. Is defeated by De-
liment, General of the Perfian Army, 22.
At bis Return to Conftantinople, be puts to
death bis Favourite Ibrahim Pacha for baving
engaged bhim in this War, 22. He renews
the War twelve Years after bis firff Expedi-
tion, 22. Is defeated in a Battel, with the
Lofs of one bundred and thirty thoufand Men,
and is bimfelf wounded, 23
Sons of the Kings of Perfia, in what manner
educated, 1. 66. When the Cuftom began of

keeping them [fbut up in the Haram,
Daughters of the Kings of Perfia, their Edu-
cation in the Haram, I 7o
Sophy, @ Name given in Europe to the Kings of
Perfia of the laft Line that bas reign’d, 1.1
Sophy, Great-Grandfather to Imael King of
Perfia, and the firfi of that Family of whom
there is any Knowledge,
Stud-keeper, fucce(sfully attacks tbe Aghvan
Army, II. 114
Sunny. Zhe Name of a Seit diftinguifbing tie
Followers of Omar from thofe of Ali, I le (1
Sylt.n
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SyﬁaL, a well fortified Caftlé upon the Road from
Candahar.to Ifpaban” 4 Place of great Im-
portance, .and neghelted by the Perfians, 1. 118
Szamachi, the Capital City of the Province of
Szirvan taken by the Lefgians, I 183
Szicheliglam, tbe High-Prieft of Perfia, éx-
communicates the ‘Turks, as the Mufti bad ex®
communicated the Perfians, I 171

¢

AURIS, at that time the Capital City

of Perfia, opens its Gates to I{mael, I 15.
Taken twice by Solyman 1. Emperor of the
Turks, 21, 22. 4fflicfed with an Earthquake,
whereby fourfcore thoufand Souls perifbed,
1. 272. TZaken by Storm by the Turks in
17238, aud the great Slaughter there, 1I. 179
Tavernier, His Voyage to Perfia,  Pref. mvii
Tehran, @ City in Perfia inclofed with good
Walisy which is uncommon in that Kingdon,
L 239. The prime Minifter’s Difgrace fell
out bere, 1. 230. The Troops of Afzraff up~
[uccefsful inthreir Attempt upon this Place,J1.1 76
Thamas, Son of 1{mael King of Perfia, bow one
muft form a Fudgment of bimy 1. 19. At
what Age be came to the Crown, 26. Main~
tains a War againft Solyman Emperor of the
Turks, 21. Matutains another War againft
the [ame Emperory and overcomes him in &
great Battely 23. Settles bis- Refidence at
Casbin 7nflead of Tautis, and wherefore, 23.
Dies, and appoints bis third Sou bis Susceffor,
who, holvever, did not fucceed him, 24
Thamas, the third Som of Schah-Huflein,
is taken out of the Haramy and paffes thro’
the Enemy, wbilff they befieg’d Ifpahan,
Q4 i”
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. i order to gather together fome Auxiliaries,
againft the Rebels, 11, ng. Is [ufpected of
neglecting to fucconr Ipahan, and wbherefore, 83.
Unadvifedly makes War upon Vachtanga,
Prince of Georgia, 130. At firft oppreffes
the Armeniafis ; 75 béaten by thewm ; be regains
them, and they prove very [erviceable to biri,
131. Gains a great Vittory over the Turks,
and relieves 'Tauris, wbich théy bad befieged.
This Viltory falfly artributed to the Aghvans
in the News-Papers, 141. Beats one of
Maghmud’s Generals, 152. Beats him again,
173. Treats with Aflzraff whilft be lay im-
prifowd, 171. Is wery near being (urpriz’d
by Afzrafl, 145. Oblig’d to retire into Ma-
fandran, upon a Diffention that arifes in bis
Army, 176. Grows guite [piritle(s fince the
Greaty concluded between Alzraff and the Porte,

19
'Thchehel-Setoon, a ftately Hall, burnt in tb4e
Zime of Schah-Huflein, and rebuilt by bim
with more Magnificence, I 126
Timariots in Turkey, II. 81
Toman, what it is, and the Value thereof, xvii
Tombs of Mordecai and Efther st Amadan,

' II. 141
Tranfmigrations of the Aghvaris 2o I{pahzgl,
L 119
Tributes iz Perfia, pretty moderate, 1. 1097.
The Amount of the Tribute commonly paid by
the City of Candahar to the Kings of Perfia,
145
Turks, their Conguefts in Perfia, in the late Ife-
wolutiony11.186. Declare War againft Afzraft,
and upon what Account, 190. Their Expedi=
tions againft Aflzrafl mifcarry, being twice de-
feated
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. feated by Afzraffy 191. Lofe a great Convey
wbich they were [ending to Perfia, thro’ the
Black Sea.” The Number of Men they lof
in this War. Conclude 4 Peace with Afzraff,.

194
U.

VAchtanga, Prince of Georgia, a fine Saying
of this Prince, 1. 104. Refufes to turn
~ Mahometan 7o enjoy bis Principality, and is
banif’dy, 263. Turns Mshometan az laft,

and is remftated in bis Principality, 26
He is on the Point of deftroying the Lelgians,
but is refirained from it, by an Order from
Courty 267. The baughty Manner of [ignifying
this Order to bimy and the Qath be made on
this Occafion, 268. Schah-Huflein,befieg’d as
Ifpahan, foliicits him in vain to come to bis
belp, 1. n6. Is chafiis’d for refufing, being
driven ont of bis Dominions by the Turks, and
_flies to Petersburgh for Refuge, L
Weis, 5 Myrr) Fatber of Myrr-Maghmud, was
the furft Fomenter of the Rebellion, was rich,
and of a good Family, 1. 149. His Pof at
Candahar, 153. Zhe Governor at Candahar
[ufpecting bim fends him to Court. An Advice
the Governor gives the King concerning bim,
154. His Bebaviour and Management at
the Court of Perfia gains bim the Leove of all
the Courtiers, 158. Obtains Leave to go a
Pilgrimage to Mecca, 162. His political
Views in this Pilgrimage, 165. He propofes
Cafes of Confcience to the Doctors of Mecca,
167. The Devifion thereof favourable to him,
172. Returns from Mecca to Ifpahan, and
increafes his Interef there, 193. Myrr-
Weis's Stay at Mpahan, in what manner pre
Judicial
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judicial to Perfia, 172. QGets bimfelf [ent
back to Candahar as tbe Conrt’s Confident, 1.82.
Affaffinates the Governor there, mafJacres the
Georgian Zroops, and is chofen Prince of
" Candahar, 183. Diffembles his Rebellion,
and deceives the Courty 187. QOwerthrows an
Army which is [ent againft bim, 19%. Dies
at Candahar, 202. Tbe Advice be gives bis
Countrymen at the Point of Death, 206. His
Brotber, Fatber to Afzraff, facceeds bim at Can-
dahar, 202. Seeks to come to an Accommo-
dation with Perfia, 203. Is kill’d in bis Bed
byMaghmud, &§on to Myrr-Weis, 207
Ulama, a Perfian Lord, Brother-in-law to'Tha-
mas King of Perfia, flies for Refuge to Soly-
man, and induces bim to undertake a War-
againft Perfia, I 21

Z.

Eberdeft-Kan, One of the Generals of the
Aghvans, bis Origin, IL a19. ~Succefs

of bhis Expedition in the Neighbourbood of

. Ipahan, 119. Sent to carry on the Sicge of
the City of Chiras, 125. Takes it by Storm,
128. Is arrefied together with the chief Offi-
cers of the Army by Order of Afzraff. Is
freed and fent to bis Government of Chiras,
and why, 169
Zulfa, a large Town inkabited by Armenfans
near Ypahan, its Extent, 11 42. Is obliged
to treat with the Rebels, 48. Is forc’d to de-
liver up fifty young Virgins of the beff Fa-
milies in the Place, and what became of them,
49. Is fack’d by the Rebels, 1. Its Con-
dition very much mended fince the Revolution,

II.,.I
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BOOKS lately Printed for J. Pember-
ton, at the Golden Buck againft
S?. Dunftan’s Charch in Flectltreet.

FOLIO.

1. H E Works of the moft Reverend Dr. Fobn Til-
Jotfun, late Lord Archbithop of Canteréury, in
three Vols. containing two hundred fifty-four

Sermons and Difcourfes on feveral Occafions; together with

the Rule of Faith. To which are annexed, Prayers com-

pofed by him for his own Ufe; a Difcourfe to his Servants
before the Sacrament; and a Form of Prayer compofed by
him for the Ufe of King William. Together with three

Tables to the whole: One of the Texts preach’d upon;

another of the Places of Scripture occafionally explained ;

a third, an Alphabetical Table of Matters. The Ninth E-

dition. Price 2/. 15+,

2. The Works of -Fobn Lacke, Efqs In three Volumes;
containing, 1. An Effay on Human Underftanding. In
Four Books. 2. A Letter to the Right Reverend Edward
Lord Bithop of Worcefter, concerning fome Paffages rela-
ting to Mr. Locke’s Effay of Human Underftanding 5 in a
late Difcourfe of his Lordfhip’s in Vindication of the Tri-
nity. 3. Mr. Locke’s Reply to the Right Reverend the
Bifiop of Worcefter’s Anfwer to his Letter. 4. Mr. Locke’s
Reply to the Bithop of Worcefler’s Anfwer to his Second
Letter. 5. Some Confiderations of the Confequences of
the lowering of Intereft, and raifing the Value of Money.
In a Letter {fent to a Member of Parliament, 1691. 6. Short
Obfervations on a printed Paper, entitled, For encouraging
the Coining Silver Money in Ezgland, and after for keep-
ing it here. 7. Farther Obfervatians concerning raifing the
Valae of Money, &fr. 8. Two Treatifes of Government.
9. A Letter concerning Toleration. 10. A Second Let-
ter concerning Toleration. 11. A Third Letter for
Toleration., To the Author of the Third Letter con<
cerning Toleration. 12, The Reafonablenefs of Chriftia-

nity,
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nity, asdeliver’d in the Scriptures. .13. A Vindication of
the Reafonablenefs of Chtiftianity, from Mr. Edward's Reé-
fle@tions. 14. A Second Vindication of the Reafonablenefs
of Chriftianity. 15. Some Thoughts concerning Educa-
tion. 16. A Paraphrafe and Notes on the Epiftles of
St. Paul to the Galatians, 1. and II. Corinthians, Romans,
and Ephbefians. To which is prefix’d, An Effay for the
underftanding of St. Pau/’s Epiftles, by ¢onfulting St. Pauf
himfelf. 17. Pofthumous Works, viz: 1. Of the Conduét
of the Undetftanding. 2. An Examination of P. Male-
branche’s Opinion of feeing all things in God. 3. A Dif-
courfe of Miracles. 4. Part of a Fourth Letter for Tole-
ration. §. Memoirs relating to the Life of Anthony firft
Earl of Shaftesbury. 6. A new Method of a Commons-
Place-Book ; written originally“in French, and tranflated in-
to Erglifb. 7. Some familiar Letters between Mr. Locke
and feveral of his Friends. The Third Edition. Price
2/ 15,

3% Ig Commentary upon the Hiftorical Books of the Old
Teftament, viz. Genefis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers,
Deuteronomy, Fofbua, Fudges, Ruth, 1.8amucl, 11. Samuel,
1. Kings, I1. Kings, 1. Chronicles, 11. Chronicles, Ezra,
Nebemiah, Eftber. By the Right Reverend Father in God,
Dr. Simon Patrick, late Lord Bithop of E/y. In two Vo-
lumes in Folio. To which is added a compléat Alphabeti-
cal Table. Price 2/. §s.

4. The Civil Law in its natural Order; together with
the Publick Law. Written in French by Monfieur Domat;
the late French King’s Advocate in the Prefidial Court of
Clermont in Framce s and tranflated into Englifb by William
Straban, LL. D. Advocate in Doftors-Commons. With ad-
ditional Remarks on fome material Differences between the
Civil Law and the Law of England. In two Volumes.
Price 2/. 2. L. 2

5. 'The Works of Flavius Fofephus, tranflated into Eng-
lifb by Sir Reger L'Effrange, Kt. viz. 1. The Antiquities
of the Fews, in Twenty Books. 2. Their Wars with the
Romans, in Seven Books. 3. The Life of Fofepbus, writ-
ten by himfelf. 4. His Book againft 4ppian in Defence of
the Antiquities of the Fews, in two Parts. 5. The Mar-
;yrdom of the Maccabees. As alfo, 6. Phils’s Embafly
rom the Fews at Alexandria to Caius Caligula. All care-
fully revis’d, and compar’d with the original Greck. To
which are added, Two Difcourfes, and feveral ‘Remarks
and Obfervations upon Fofephus. Together with Maps,
Sculptures, and accurate Indexes. The Fourth Edition,
with the Addition of a new Map of Pal¢gffine, the Tcnip

ple
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ple of Ferufalem, and the Genealogy of Herod the Great
taken from Villalpandus, Reland, &c. Price 1/. 75. 64.

6. The Compleat Geographer: or, The Chorography
and Topography of all the known Parts of the Earth. To
which is premifed an Introduétion to Geography, and a na-
tural Hiftory of the Earth and the Elements. = Containing
a true and perfet Account of, 1. The Situation, Bounds
and Extent, Climate, Soil, Produétions, Hiftory, Trade,
Manufa&tures: The Religion, Manners and Cuftoms of
the People; with the Revolutions, Conquefts, and other
Changes of al} the Countries on the Earth. 2. The feveral
Provinces that every Kingdom or State is divided into.
3. The principal Cities and moft confiderable Towns in the
World, the Magnitude, principal Buildings, Antiquity,
prefent State, Trade, Hiftory, &. Asalfo the Situation,
with the Diftance and Bearing from other Towns. Toge-
ther with all Pieces of Natural Hiftory. The whole con-
taining the Subftance of at leaft an hundred and fifty Books
of modern Travels, faithfully abftratted and digefted into
Jocal Order; whereby the prefent State of the moft remote
Countries is truly fhewn, and the obfolete and fabulous Ac-
counts of former Writers wholly expung’d. To which are
added, Maps of every Country, fairly engraven on Copper
according to the lateft Surveys and neweft Difcoveries, moft
engrav’d by Herman Moil. 'The Fourth Edition. Wherein
the Defcription of Afia, Africa, and America are compos'd
a-new from the Relations of Travellersof the beft Repute,
efpecially {uch as have appear’d within thirty or forty Years
laft paft. Price 1/ e

7. The Antiquities of [ta/y. Being the Travels of the
Learned and Reverend Bernard de Montfaucon, from Paris
through Italy, in the Years 1698, and 1699. Containing,
1. An Account of feveral Antiquities at Pienne, Arles,
Nifmes, and Marfeilles in France. 2. The Delights of Ita-
Jy, viz. Antient Monuments, Libraries, Statues, Paintings,
Tombs, Infcriptions, . Epitaphs, Temples, Monafteries,
Churches, Palaces, and ‘other curious Stru&utes, moft of
them unobferv’d by all other Travellers. 3. Colletions of
Rarities, wonderful fubterraneous Paflages and Burial-places,
olil Roads, Gates, &’c. With the Defcription of a noble

onument found under ground at Rome in the Year 1702.
Made Englifb from the Paris Edition of the Latin Original,
adorn’d with Cuts. The Second Edition, revisd through-
out with large Improvements and Corre&tions communica-
ted by the Author to the Editor Fobn Henley, A. M. Price
18s. )

8. Moral
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8. Moral Virtue delineated, in one” hundred and three
fhort LeCures both in Freach and Englifb, on the moft im-
portant Points of Morality. Each Le€ture exeraplified with
a Copper Plate, done by the famous Monfieur Daret, En-

ver to the late French King. ‘The Defign of the faid

lates being taken from the Celebrated Gallery of Zeno at
Athens, Founder of the Stoick Philofophy. The whole re-
commended for the Inftru&tion of Youth, efpecially thofe
of the higheft Quality. The Second Edition. Price 18,

9. Biblotheca Politica® or, AnEnquiry into the ancient
Conftitution of the Englifp Government, with refpet to
the juft Extent of the Regal Power, and the Rights and
Liberties of the Subje&t.” Wherein all the chief Argu.
ments both for and againft the late Revolution are impartiall
seprefented and confider’d. In fourteen Dialogues. Col-
lefted out of the beft Authors, Ancient and Modern.
By Fames Tyrrel, Efgs The Second Edition. Price 15 5.

10. Cyclopedia: or, An Univerfal Dittionary of Artsand
Sciences. Containing the Definitions of the Terms, and
an Account of the Things fignified thereby, in the feveral
Arts, both Liberal and Mechanical, and the feveral Sciences,
Human and Divine: the Figures, Kinds, Properties, Pro-
duétions, Preparations and Ufes, of Things Natural and
Artificial : the Rife, Progrefs and State of Things Ecclefi-
aftical, Civil, Military and Commercial; with the feveral
Syftems, Seéts, Opinions, &%. among Philofophers, Di-
vines, Mathematicians, Phyficians, Antiquaries, Criticks,
§5¢. 'The whole intended as a Courfe of ancient and mo-
dern Learning. Compiled from the beft Authors, Ditio-
naries, Journals, Memoirs, Tranfadtions, Ephemerides,
&¢.in feveral Languages. ‘In two Vols. By E. Chambers,
Gent. Price 4/. 155,

11. Mr. Feremy Collier’s Supplement and Appendix to
the two Englifb Volumes in Fulio, of the Great Hiftorical,
Geographical, Genealogical and Poetical Dictionary. Be-
ing a curious Mifcellany of Sacred and Profane Hiftery,
¢5c. Price of thetwo Vols. 3/ 10s.

12. The whole Works of the late Reverend and Learned
Dr, Seotz. Containing The Chriftian Life, in Five Parts.
As alfo his feveral Volumes of Difcourfes.  In two Vols.
Price 1/. 125.

N. B.: Tbe Chriftian Lifr may be bad feparate.

13 A new Law Di&iona?l. Containing the whole
Law, and the Practice thereof in its feveral Branches. By
Giles Facoby Gent. Price 1/ 5%

14. A New
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14. A New Book of Declarations, Pleadings, Judgments,
and Judigiel Writs. With the Entries thereupon. Many of the
fame being upon New Cafes and Statutes in the late Reign.
With various other ufeful and neceffary Entries. Compiled by
Mr. Henry Clift, late of Furnivals Inn. And now digefted and
publifh’d for the common Benefit of the Profeflors of the
Law, by Sir Charles Ingleby, Knt. Serjeant at Law.
With a perfe@t Table to the Whole. The Second Edition,
Price 1/. 105.

15. The Works of the late Reverend and Learned Dr.
Hfaac Barrow, Mafter of Trinity College in Cambridge.
Being all his Englifb Works. In three Vols. Publifh’d by
his Grace Dr. Fobn Tillotfon, late Lord Archbifhop of Caz-
terbury. Price 2/

16. The Scripture Chronology demonftrated by Aftrono-
mical Calculations.  Illuftrated with ten accurate Maps,
and Twenty Copper Plates, &Fc. By drthur Bedfird,
M. A. Price 1/ g5

17. The Hiftory of England: or, Memorials of the
Englifp Affairs, from the fuppofed Expedition of Brute
to this Ifland, to the End of the Reign of King
Fames 1. By Sir Bulfirode Whitlocke, Lord Commiffio-
ner of the Great Scal, (&z. Publiih'd from the Original
Manufeript, by William Penn, Efq; Governor of Penfyl-
vania. '%o which is prefix’d, the Author’s Life, and 2
Preface, by Fames Welwoed, M. D. Price 125.

18. Sir Orlando Bridgman’s Conveyances: being Select
Precedents of Deeds and Inftruments concerning the moft
confiderable Eftates in Ezgland. Drawn and approved by
that Honourable Perfon in the Time of his Prattice.” To
which are added, many modern Precedents, drawn and peru- -
fed by an Eminent and Learned Hand. With a large Table,
and every particular Covenant noted in the Margin to which
it }'cf'crs. The fifth Edition, with large Additions. Price
1/105.

19. .An Inftitute of the Laws of England: or, the Laws
of England in their Natural Order, according to com-
mon Ufe. : Publith’d for the Direction of Young Beginners,
or Students in the Law; and of others that defire to have a
general Notion of our Common and Statute Laws. In four
Books. By Thomas Woed, L.L.D. and Barrifter at Law.
The Fourth Edition, Corre®ed.. Price 1/ 2s5. 64.

QUARTO.

1. H E Works of Mr. William Shakefpear. In

feven Volumes. Collated and Corrected by the
former Editions, by Mr. Pope, and Dr. S¢we//.Price Seven
Guineas, it Y 2. AVoyag
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2.~ A Voyage into the'Levant : Performed by Command
of the late Frezch King. Containing the Ancient and Mo-
dern State of the Iflands of the Archipelago; as alfo of Con-
Srantinople, the Coafts of the Black Sea, Armenia, Georgia,
the Frontiers of Perfia, and Afia Minor. With Plans of
the principal Towns and Places of Note ; an Account of
the Genius, Manners, Trade, Religion of the refpetive
People inhabiting thofe Parts. Andan Explanation of variety
of Medals and Antique Monuments. Illuftrated with full
Defcriptions and curious Copper Plates of great Numbers
of uncommon Plants, Animals, é9¢. and feveral Obferva-
tions in Natural Hiftory, By M. Tournefort, of the Royal
Academy of Sciences, Chief Botanift to the late Freach
King, &¢. To which is prefix’d, the Author’s Life, in a
Letter to M. Begon: Asalfo, his Elsgium, pronounced by,
M. Fontenelle, before a Publick Aflembly of the Academy
of Sciences. Adorn’d with an accurate Map of the Au-,
thor’s Travels, not in the French Edition. Done by Mr.
Senex. Intwo Vols. Price 1/ 105,

3. A New Di&ionary, Spanifb and Englifb, and Engli/p
and Spazifb; much more Copious than any other hitherto
extant. Laying down the true Etymology of the Words,
with their various Significations, Terms of Arts and Sciences,
Proper Names of Men and Women, Surnames of Families,
Titles of Honour : the Geography of Spaiz and the We/?-
Jndies, and the principal Plants growing in thofe Parts.
'T'o all which are added, vaft Numbers of Proverbs, Phrafes,
and difficult Expreflions, all literally explain’d, with their
Equivalents. By Captain Fobz Stevens. Price 1/. 1.

4. The Philof}(l)phical Tranfactions from the Year 1700,
to the Year j720, abridged and difpofed under General
Heads. In two Volumes. Vol. I. the Mathematical Pa-
pers.  Vol. IL. the Phyfiological Papers. By Henry Fopes,
M. A, Fellow of King’s College Cambridge. Price 24 =




ey




LU EN

¥
¥

J"'mv«n ﬁ\,‘ { .-;f e It
.;.'.-f’m ".fs- -f’i. AV
: -"-')'r,« ﬁ‘r?"‘ TRL: 'W"'v o 5 o
‘éﬁ-{'u J-J tkﬂtuﬂ 7;.—Ndl 4 ;'::4--»
: ;a‘ ‘“m 3 'q‘-l‘-} V‘.

i_ Py







55: University of California

3] SOUTHERN RE AL LIBRARY FACILITY

a 405 Hilgard Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90024-1388
i Return this materlal to the library

-3 from which it was borrowed.

y U 0CT 05 ’T9§2
AUG 211992, ! ‘ 0CT 0 82002
RECID YRL JAN 25 2004

ﬁ{ 0]”!{& T
SEP 0 2 1& ‘@j F‘ﬂ{“

NOk-RERTWABLE
N k2115
OCT 0 4 2001

DUE 2 WKS FROM QATE RECEIVED

UC"_A ACCES Ryvire o
lnterﬂbrary LoansS SE i § BLig

11630 Universi :
Box 951575 ty Re: fearcri

Los Anoeles CA 90p95-1575

§ ::mmmu'm




el

)llllllillllllflllllllllmIIUIIHIUIINI{II!lllﬂillllllllllll

000 007 447 6




e A= S~
. A
2 2 (50

~

5

T,




