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TRAVELS

FESUITS,

Various PARTS of the WORLD:
Extra@ed from their LETTERS.

To * the JesuiTsof FRANCE.

Reverend Fatbers,

oy F I miftake not, the Piece which will give you

moft Pleafure in the following Collection, is the

Difcovery lately made of a Synagogue of Fews,
in the CaPital of 'the Province of Homan, an inland .
Country in the Center of China. It appears, from
the old Accounts of this Country, that the famous
Father Matthew Ricci, and the firft Miflionaries,
knew that there were Fews in this Empire; but
whether they had not an Opportunity of finding
out the Place of their Refidence, or negleted to
get acquainted with, and converfe with them, *ds .
certain that *twas fcarce known, in thefe later Times,
that there were any Jews in China.

‘We are obliged to Father Fobn Paul Gozani for
this Difcovery. This Miffionary going, at the Re-
queft of a Friend, to the Capital of Homan, there
met with the Jews he fought after, Thefe receiv’d

® N. B. The VIIth Volume of the Original begins here.
Vou.lI. . B . him
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him with Civility, inftru@ed himin their U sand
fhewed him their Synagogue and the facred Books,
which they preferve very carefully. As the Father
in queftion gives his Friend a pregty accurate Account
of all he faw and heard there, I imagined that it
would be agreeable to you to perufe the whole,
which I have faithfully tranﬂz\teciJe from the original
Portugueze, into French,

This Difcovery eught not to be looked upon with
an indifferent Eye, by Perfons who are zealous for
the Welfare of the Chrifian Religion, and the Pu-
rity of the facred Writings ; fince, by the Affiftance
of the Books which are in the Hands of thefe Cbi-
neze Jews, we may ealily difcover whether the O-
pinion of certain lmrneg Men is juft, viz. thatfince
the Rife of Chriftianity, the Fews (thofe avowed
Enemies to the Chrifiian Name) have corrupted the
facred Books, cither by omitting or tranfpofing
whole Chapters; by changing Words and Phrafes 3
by erafing fuch as did not fuit their Purpofe ; or,
laftly, by pointing them, in feveral Places, at ran-
dom, as they pleafed, thereby to give them fuch a
Senfe as beit {uit ;mir ﬁeju ices, S

As the Chinefe Fews have a parti gue,
and have been {ﬁknown, hithgrt;, not m};imgtg the
Chripians, tut likewife to their Brethren difperfed
in other Nations, we poffibly might find among
them fome Copies of the Scriptures, which may
have been preferved in their firft Purity 3 or, at
leaft, may be free from the Faults which our Inter-
preters and Divines imagine they perceive in the
original Text, ' )

Had Father Gozani, who converfed with the
Chineze Fews, and faw their Books, underftood
Hebrew, he might have fent us the Variations be-
tween their Téxt and Ours; have pointed out
us the moft ‘minute Diftinétions introduced by the

-3 Cabala ®,
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Cabala *, on which People argue fo varioufly. In
fine, he would have enquired inte their Cuﬁomsé
an

® Cabala, is 2 Hebrew Word, fignifying properly Tradition.
The Fews are divided into two general Se&s, the Caraites, who
e all Tradition, with the Talwad, and receive nothing but
ghe Scri 3 and the Rabbinifs or Talmudifts, who not only
sdmit the Scriptures, bat likewife Tradition and the Ta/mud.
The lanter arc alfo divided into Rabbinifts, fimply fo called,
who explain the Scriptures according to the natural Senfe ; 2nd
into Cabalifts, who, in order to dicover the hidden and myf-
terious Senfe which God has couched under his divine Words,
employ the Cabalz, by which is meant a hidden and myfteri-
ous Way of explaining the Law, which confifts in giving ab-
frufe and fingular Imerpretatians to a Word, or even to each
of the Letiers which compofe it; whence by forming different
Combinations, fuch Explications are drawn from the Scriptures,
as appear very different from what they fignify naturally. This
Kind of Cabala iscalled antificial, to diftinguifh it from the tra-
ditiogal Cabala, the Original of which is thus Isid down by
Maimeonides. Mafes did not only receive the Law from God on
Moant Sixai, but alfo the Explication of the Law. Mofes af-
terwards wrote down the firlt Part of what God delivered to
him, and called it fimply 74¢ Law, or Tbe worittes Law, of
which the three Scriptare Books Exodus, Leviticus, and Numbers
were formed : But 23 to the fecond Part, or Explication of the
Law, which God was alfo faid (bat faliely) to bave deliversd to
BMofes, this latter did Dot commit it to writing, but only deli-
vered it by Word of Mouth ; aad this being done from Fatherto °
Son, was called the Ora/ Lew, or Cabala, which fome Rabdbis
their Fathers bad received from the Prephets, to whom

% had been given by Aungels. In general, the Explications of
the Law, arc nothing but the Interpretations given by different
Rabbis of the Laws of God ; and their Deafions with refpe&
to the Obligations they impofe, and the Manner how they ought
to be pradliced. Cabala is alfo taken (among the Cbriffians)
for the Ufe which Magicians are falfely fuppofed to make of
Paflages taken from Scriptare. The pretended Magic of the
Feaws s not only called Cabale, but alio every fuppofed Kind
of Magic in general. 'Tis underflood in this Senfe by the
‘Author of Comte de Gabalis, whofe Philofophy is made fo a-
greeable 2 Ufe of in the Rape of the Lock, who ridicules the
udle Secrets of the Cabala, called by the Calalifis, the fa-
cred Cabala, they fuppofing that the feveral Elements are peo-
pled with Sylphs, Gnomes, Salamanders, {5'¢. and that this Sci.
cace lets Mankind into the Knowledge of the Secrets of Nature.
They pretend that the Hdrn;: wese acquainted with the% aerial
2 ﬂng\ 3
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and have furnithed us with Weapops to combat the
ridiculous Fables of the Talmud ®. For ’tis not pro-
bable

Beings ; that they borrowed this Knowledge from the Egyptians,
and knew the particular Art of converfing with thefe elementary
Nations. Many learned Men are of Opinion, that the Cabala
was known before our Saviour’s Time ; and fome Enthufiafts a-
mong the Feaws declared, that he performed his Miracles mere-
ly by the Myfteries of the Cabala. Scme learned Men think
that Pythagoras and Plato learnt the Cabaliftical Art, in Egypr,
from the Fews ; and imagine that they difcover evident Traces of
this in their Philofophy. ~Others, on the contrary, fuppofe that
;he Philofophy of Pythagoras and Plato gave Rife’ to the Ca-
ala.
® The Talmud is a Book containing the whole Explication
of the Fewi/p Law. ‘This Kind of Body of the Hebreaw Law,
this Explication of the Dauties enjoined that People, either by the
Scriptares, by Tradition, by the Authority of their Doétors,
or by Caftom and Superftition, confifts of two Parts, the ‘one
called Mifra, and the other Gemara. 'This fecond Part is alfo
¢ommonly called the 7a/mud, being the general Name of the
whole Work. The Fews, as is obferved in the Note above,
diftinguith their Law into the awritten Lawv ; and into the an-
aritten Law, which defcended by Tradition, or the Glofs and
Explication, by the gntient Dottors of the firft Law. Thus
the Ta/mud contains the Tradition of the Fews, their Polity,
their Doétrine and Ceremonies, to which they paid no lefs O-
bedience than to the Law of God. 'They did net commit them
to Writing, till they were forced to it by the Deftru&tion of
Ferufalem, and their Difperfion up and down the World. They
had two famous Schools, the one in Babylon, and the other in
;{‘mﬁdm. T here they made two different Colle&ions of thefe
raditions, the moft antient in Ferufalem, and the other in
Babylon, both which were called Ta/mud. The Feaws believe
in them almoft as implicitly as in the Scriptures, particularly in
that of Baly'on, though ftuffed with Chimeras. 'fhe Babylonifb
Talmud was compiled above 500 Years after Chrift, by the Feavs
who dwelt in Mefopotamia 3 and the Ferufalem Talmud was com-
piled, by the Fews, in Ferufalem, about 300 Years after our
Saviour. The Babylonifp Talmud confifts of two Parts, 1. the
Commentary, called the Gemara, containing the Decifions of
the Fewih Doctors, and their Explications of the Text, where-
in are found a great number of ridiculous Stories and idle Con-
tefts, all writ in an inelegant Style: And 2. the Mifra, which is
writ in a purer Di&tion, and with greater Solidity of Argument.
T'he Feavs pretend that it was compiled by Rabbi Fuda fur-
namned -the Saint, and that the Doétrine and chief ‘Mylteries con-
tained
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bable to fuppofe, that the Traditions of the Chinefe
Fews are the fame with thofe which we read with
Indignation, in that monftrous Affemblage of fri-
volous, impure, fuperftitious, and fometimes im-
pious Decifions, with which the Ta/mud is ftuffed.
The Chineze Fews may perhaps be as enthufiaftical
and extravagant as thofe of Europe; but it is not
poflible that Enthufiafts, who have not the leaft
Correfpondence with one another, thould all agree in
their Chimeras. :
This Circumftance alone would be fufficient to
convince the Ewuropean Fews, that their Traditions
are mere human Inventions, and confequently ought
not to be of the leaft Authority. Methinks this
might eafily lead them to the Knowledge of the
true Meffiah, and bring them over to our Religion;
one of the greateft Obftacles to their Converfion,
being the amazing Fondnefs they entertain for the
wild Notions of their Rabbis, which are inculcated
to them from their very Infancy; infpiring them,
at the fame Time, with a’ Contempt for the Sci-
ences, and for all fuch Nations as cultivate them.
The Talmud, according to thefe DoCtors, is the only
Knowledge which ought to be learnt; ’tis the Ma-
fter-piece of divine Wifdom ; the Soul, as it were,
of the Scriptures; and they farther declare, that
’tis to no lgurpofc for a Man to ftudy the facred
Books, if he has not Recourfe to the Explications
of their Rabbis, which, in their. Opinion, contain

tained in it were delivered to him by the Almighty. This is to be
enderflood only of the Mifza. As to the Gemara, the Compila-
tion of it was ended jn the Beginning of the fixth Century, af-
tes the Deftru®ion of the fecond Temple, in the Year of our
Lord 506. But fome Feaws fay, that Rabbi Fuda compiled
the Mifsa under the Emperor Adntominas, in the 3d Century.
‘The Mifka is divided into fix Parts, and the Gemara into eleven
Volames. The Babybnifb Talmad is generally read by the Feaws,
it being moft efieemed by them ? fo that when the Word Za/msd
i3 ufed alone, it means that of Babylon.

B3 the
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the true and geénuine Senfe of them, and is found
no where elfe.

If therefore it could be evidently demonftrated to
the Fews, that their Traditions differ in thofe Coun-
tries, in which the Books of their Compilers never
appeared, ‘this muft neceffarily eradicate their Pre-
judices, and quite take off the Veneration they dif-
cover for the Talmud. The fame might be done
with refpect to the Chineze Fews, by thewing them,
that their Opinions differ from thofe of their Bre-
thren, who neverthelefs boaft, in like Manner as
they do, their having received them from the Au-
thor of their Religion.

Father Beauvollier, of our Society, a Man well
fkilled in the Hebrew, and other oriental Languages,
is now in China. We therefore will intreat the Su-
periors of that Miffion, in cafe they themf{clves have
not yet thought of it, to order him to perufe very
carefully the antient MSS. of the Bible ufed in the
Synagogue of China, and in private Houfes; to
compare them with our Bibles 3 to enquire alfo very
carcfully into the Nature and Progrefs of their Tra-
ditions, and whether they are not divided into oppo-
fite Sets.

We don’t doubt but Father Beawvollier will do
all this very faithfully ;3 and that his Remarks will
furnifh us with Difcoveries equally conducive to the
Service of Religion, and to Europe aswell as China ®,
The fecond Letter of this Collettion contains the
Relation of a Voyage to the South Sea. As the
French Ships could not pafs without great Danger,
in Time of War, the Streighs of Sunda, of Ma-
lacca, and the other Streights of the Eaffern Sea, of
which the Dutch and Englip are Mafters; they
therefore attempted a Way by the Sowth Sea, in
order to opena new Paflage to Ching, by the Streights

® In turning over all the Volumes of our Jeuits Travels, I don't
find any farther Account of this Matter. of
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of Magellan, and thofc of le Maire. The Reader
will find, intheannexed Map, an accurate Deferip-
tion of thofe two Streights, of Terra del Fuego, and
of the Iflands of Axycan and Beamcbéne, which are
newly difcovered. The Pofition of Cape Horse
(the moft fouthern of America) is not there laid down
exaltly as in our common Maps. *Tis placed in
fifty-fix Degrees thirty Minutes South Ladtude 3
Father Nyel affirming, that upon their coming into
fifty-feven Degrees thirty Minutes Latitude, they
did not fee this Cape, and therefore fuppofed it to
“ be a Degree below them. )

‘With regard to the Iflands of Asyean ®, lying
South-eaft of thofe of Sedalde, they are an Affem-
blage of Ilands, whofe Number or Dimenfions are
not yet known, Mefl. Fouguet and du Coudray Pe-
rée, who commanded the two Ships mentioned in
this V , difcovered them in their Return from
the Soxth Ses; and gave them.that Name, out of
Refpect to Mr. Anycan, who headed the Enterprize
they had juft before executed fo happily; a Gentle-
man who has fo often fignalized himfelf in favour
of his Religion and Country, that our Sovereign,
as 2 Reward for his faithful Services, prefented him
with the Order of St. Michael.

As to the Ifland of Beauchene, ’tis fo called from
Monficur de Beauchéne, a very worthy Gentleman,
now Senechal 4 of St. Malo. He difcovered this
Ifland, in his Voyage to the Sowrb Ses in 1701, as
Mr. de 7 Ifle has obferved in his noble Maps of
America. ‘

The third Letter was writ by Father de Fontaney,
well known for his Zeal, his Skill in the Mathema-
ticks, and the exeellent Things done by him, in

® T don't find either the Ifles of fmycan, or thofe of Sebaldr,
8 our Maps; but that of Beauchene is fpecified in the lat Edie
Gion of Moll's Maps, »
4 A Tite given in Nermandy, to Jodges i Civil Caufes:
B4 oo Chinas
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Cbhina, where he has lived above fifteen Years, This
Letter contains many curious Remarks on that great
Empire. ' oo

I cannot conclude this Epiftle, reverend Fathers,
without communicating to you the good News juft
brought us from China, Monfeigneur dz 9ournon, Pa-
triarch of Amtioth, whom the Pope has fent into this
Empire, with the Power of Legat & Latere, in or-
der to fettle the Difputes which have arifen, within
thefe few Years, between the Miffionaries, came to
Canton in April 1705. This illuftrious Prelate
wrote to our Fathers of Peking to inform them of
his Arrival, and the Subje¢t of his Commiffion ;
intreating them to obtain the Emperor’s Leave for

him to travel to Peking, and to go upon his Vifita- -

tion (as Superior general) through all the Miffions
in his Empire. :

The Jefuits of Peking having. received, with
Refpeét, the Patriarch’s Letter, confulted together,
in order to confider the beft Method of propofing
fo delicate an Affair to the Emperor. After hav-

ing invoked the Aid of Heaven, they drew up a -

Memorial, and it was figned by Father Pbilip Gri-
maldi, Prefident of the Tribunal of the Mathema-
ticks ; Father Anthony Thomas, Vice-provincial of
the Portugueze Jefuits 3 Father Jobn Francis Gerbil-
lon, Superior-general of the French Jefuits; and Fa-
ther Tbomas Pereyra, formerly Rector or Vice-Chan-
cellor of the College of Peking. Here follows an
Abftrat of this Memorial. . :

¢ A Perfon of diftinguifhed Birth and Merit,
 called Tolo, (the Chineze Name of the Patriarch
¢ of Antioch) is arrivedin Canton. He is come from
¥ the Great Wef, to vific all the Miffionaries of
¢ Cbina, whofe Superior-general he is. 'We there-

# fore moft humbly befeech your Majefty, by all

#¢ the Feftimonies of Favour wigh which you are
¢ pleafed to honour us continually, to permit him
. [} o tQ

.
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% to come to Peking : Firft, to behold, in.your
“ royal Perfon, a Prince whofe: Reputation is fpread -
 all over the World. Secondly, to return you
¢ Thanks for the Protection which you are fo gra-
s cious as to indulge all the Miflionaries who refide
‘ in your Empire. Thirdly, to prefent to you two
¢ Men, the one well fkill'd in Phyfick, and the
¢ other in Surgery, whom he has brought; he be-
“ ing informed that your Majefty is defirous of
 feeing fuch Perfons. .

« We likewife befeech your Majefty to give Or-
“ ders, that he may be received, throughout your-
¢ whole Empire, in a manner fuitable to his Qua-.
¢ lity and Deferts. We fhall bear in eternal Re-
¢ membrance, the feveral Marks of Diftinétion
¢ with which your Majefty fhall pleafe to honour
 him ; and all the Princes of Europe, who efteem-
¢ that Prelate, will think themfelves obliged for
¢¢ any Honours you fhall beftow upon him™. :

This Memorial was prefented to the Emperor of -
China the 17th of Fuly, 1705, at a Place twenty
Leagues from Peking, where he was at that Time,
The Monarch, after afking feveral Queftions con-
cerning the Patriarch, and receiving fuch Anfwers,
as feemed fatisfactory, made a Reply, of which
the following is the Subftance.

¢ As Tolo is not fent to me by the Princes of the
& Great Weft, in Quality of Embaflador, but only
# to go upon his Vifitation amon? the Miffionaries,
¢ whofe Superior he is; and, farther, as he isa
¢« Perfon of worth and Diftinction, he muft puton
¢ a Chineze Drefs. We grant him Permiffion to
¢ come to Peking; and command Hefchem * to
“ write to the feveral Governors of the Provinces,
¢ to furnifh him with évery Thing neceflary, and
$ (o receive him honourably wherever he comes.™

® An Officer of the Palace fo called.
: This



10  TRAVELS of the JesorTs:

This im(Ferial Mandate being fent, the Viceroy of*”
Canton paid the greateft Honours to the Patriarch,
and immediately ordered out three Gallies and two
rogal Barges, with all their Streamers and Coleurs
flying, to convey him to Peking, that the World
might be Witnefs to the great Regard which the
Emperor has for him. Accordingly he left Canton
the' gth of September, and went to Tchaokin, where
the 7/omto of the Province, who s fuperior to the
Viceroy, paid him greater Honours than the Vice--
soy himfelf. The feveral Particulars above are ex-
tracted from a Letter written by the Patriarch of
Anwtioch, to Cardinal Paulucci, dated at Hanbiun,
in the Province of Camten, the 26th of September,
3505. .

"The 18th of December, 1706, the Pope received
the Relation of this, which gave him the higheft
Pleafure 3 and he communicated it to the Cardinals
in the Confiftory, held two Days after. He like-
wife was pleafed to thew it to our reverend Father-
general ; and to exprefs his Satisfaction for the Ser-
wice which the Jefuits of China did to the Church -
and to the Holy See on that Occafion. I have not yet
received any Létters from China that mention the
Arrival of the Patriarch of Awtisch. The Inftant
any fuch come to Hand, they fhall be tranfmitted

to you. .
1 am, &c.

Cuartes vz Gosien.

Fatber
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Fatber GozAN1, fo Father SUAREZ.

Caifam-fa, Capital of the Province of -

Hooan is Chins, § Nov. 1704.
Reverend Fatber,

Fter employing two Months in the Vifitatien

of the Miflions of Kaei-to-fu, of Loye-bien,

and of Foo-kevo-bien ®, in all which, through the
Bieffing of God, Religion flourithes moreand more,
I found two of your Letters at my Return. I
thank you for informing meof your Health; and,
for the Account you give of your having difcover-
ed, in your Archives, fome + Pieces which will be
of great Importance towards difcovering the Truth.
With regard to the Men, who are here called
Yino-kin-kiso, 1 was going to vifit them about two
Years fince, imagining that they were Fews, and in
the View of enquiring for the Old Teftament a-
mong them. But being utterly unfkilled in the
Hebrew, and meeting with great Difficulties on that
Occafion, Ilaid afide my Defign, upon the Suppofiti-
on that I fhould not fucceed in it. Neverthelefs, up-
on your defiting me to enquire after the People in
quettion, I obeyed their Orders, with all the Care
and Exattnefs poffible. At our firt Interview I
fhewed them the utmoft Civility, which they return-
ed, and were pleafed to come and fee me. I after-
wards vifited them in their Li-pai-fu, or Synagogue,

& Thefe are Cities in the Province of Hosan.

4 The Originals of the Pieces here fpoke of, were found in
the Archives of the College of Peking, Fuly, 30, 1904. The Je-
faits of Cina printed thefe Piccesin Peking, after thewing the Ori-
ginals toan apofiolical Vicar, and the Bithop of Peking's &clenry.

N. B. Thefe Pieces relate chiefly to e Difputes between
the Jefuits, and Father Navarette, a Dominican, who was in
Clisa, and wrote againtt them. See the Colledion of Voyages and
Sravels, prined for Churchill, Vol. 1. pg. 359 & faq. Enda,
1704, Folics

where

-
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where they all were affembled, and there had a long
Conference with them. I faw their Infcriptions,
fome of which are in Chsineze, and the reft in their
own Language. They fhewed me their Kims, or
religious Books, and permitted me to go into the
moft fecret Place * of their Synagogue, which they
themfelves are not allowed to enter. This Place is
referved folely for their Cham-kiao, or Ruler of the
Synagogue +, who never goes into’it but with the
moft profound Reverence, '

On fome Tables were thirteen Kinds of Taber-
nacles, before each of which were little Curtaine.
The facred Kim of Mafes (the Pentatench) was thut
up in each of thefe Tabernacles, twelve of which
reprefented the twelve Tribes of Ifrael, and the
thirteenth, Mofes, Thefe Books were writ on lo
Pieces of Parchment, and rolled round Sticks. n%
prevailed with the Ruler of the Synagogue to let
the Curtains of one of the Tabernacles be undrawn,
and get one of the Parchment Books unfolded. It
feemed to be writ in a'very clear and diftin&t Cha-
racter. One of thefe Books happily efcaped the
great Inundation of the River Hoambo §, which o-
verflowed the City of Cai-fum-fu, Capital of this
Province. As the Characters of the Book in que-
ftion were wetted, and half effaced, the Fews caufed

#* This anfwers, in fome Meafure, to the Hechal of the Ex-
ropean Feaws, where the Books of the Law are kept; and fil]
better to the Holy of Holies of the Old Teftament.

-+ The fame as the High-prieft, antiently.

1 'Tis called Hoambo in my Original, or the Y2llow Riwver,
and is one of the largeft Rivers in Clina. It rifes among the
Mountains, to the Weft of the Province of Suchuen; and after
watering Part of the northern Provinces of that great Empire,
winds through thofe of Homan, Canton, and Nankin, where it
empties itfelf into the Eaflern Sea, oppofite Fapan.

‘This River does not wind exa&ly in this Manner, in Mo/Ps
Map of China. °’Tis called Hoanbo, by our Writers ; and the
Name of Yellw River was given it, from the yellow Slime or
Mud feen in it at all Times,

twelve
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twelve Copies to be taken of them ; and thefe they
keep very carefully in the twelve Tabernacles above-
mentioned.

There alfo are feen, in two other Places in this
Synagogue, feveral old Chefts, wherein are care-
fully preferved a great number of little Books, into
which they have divided the Pentateuch of Mofes,
called by them Takim, and the other Books of their
Law, They ule thefe Books for Prayer, and fhew-
ed me feveral, which, as I imagined, were writ in
Hebrew. Some of them were new, and the reft old
and half torn. All thefe Books are preferved with
greater Care than if they had been of Gold and

In the Middle of their Synagogueé is a magnifi-
cent Pulpit ®, ftanding very high, with a noble

-Cuthion richly embroidered init. This is Mo-

Jeés’s Pulpit, on which every Saturday (their Sabbash)
and the moft folemn Days, they lay the Book of
the Pentateuch, and read it. There alfo is feen
the Van-fui-pas, or Picure, in which the Empe-
ror’s Name is written 3 but there are no Statues or
Images. Their Synagogue looks to the Weft;
and whenever they igray to God, they turn to that
Quarter, and worfhip him under the Names of
Tien, Cham-tien, Cham-ti, Teao-van-voe-che, or Cre-
ator of all Things ; and Van-voe-cbu-cai, or Gover-
nor of the Univerfe. They told me, that thefe
Names were borrowed from the Chineze Books, and
that they ufed them to exprefs the Supreme Being,
and the firft Caufe. : ) .
At our going out of the Synagogue is a great
Hall +, which I had the Curiofity to look into, I
faw
* This anfwers pretty nearly to that Part of the ¥ ewib Syna-
gogues (the Theba or Desk) in Europe, where the Law is read
on the Sabbath, and other folemn Days. Poflibly what I here

tranflate Pulpit, from the Original Chaire, ought rather to be
tranflated Clair.

1 Thus it appears, according to Father Gozani, that the
1

Fewith
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faw nothing in it except a great number of Incenfe-
They told me this was the Place where they
K:?\zumd their Cbim-gins, or great Men of theif
Law. The largeft of thefe Incenfe-pans, which is
for the Patriarch Abrabam, ftands in the middle of
the Hall. After this ftand thofe of I/aac, of Jacob,
and his twelve Children, called by them Chelcum-
pai- fe, the twelve Defcents or Tribesof Ifrael. Next
arc thofe of Myfes, Aaron, Fofbua, Efdras, and of
feveral illuftrious Perfons both Men and Women.
At our coming out of this Apartment, we were
conducted to the Hall of Guefts, in order to dif-
courfe together, As the Books of the Old Tefta-
ment were writ in Hebrew, at the End of my Bi-~
ble, I.fhewed them to the Cham-kias, or Ruler of
the Synagogue. He read them, th‘oth the Cha-
d me, they
were the Names of their Chin-kim, or Pentateuch.
Then taking up my Bible, and the Cbam-tiso his
Berefehith, by which Name they call the Books of
Genefis *, we-compared the feveral Defcendants
from Adam dowp to Noab, with the Ages'of each,
apd found a perfe Conformity between them.
‘We afterwards ran over, in a concife Manner, the
Names and Chronology of Genefis, Exodus, Leviti-

ngﬁ Synagogue was divided into three Parts ; 1. the Holy of
olics ; 2. the Part where the Pulpit or Chair food s and 3.
the Hail. The two firft Parts are much the fame with the Fesv-
b Synagogues in Ewrspe; but as to the third Part called the
Hall, tis much more like the Vefibulum, or Portico of the
antient Temple, than the Placc where the Feews now affemble
in the Exropsan Syna, 3 . '

® A learned Gentleman informs me, (for I am whally unac-
quainted with the Hebreow Language) that this Word Berefibith,
the Name by which the Exropean Fewws call the Book of Genefts,
is named by the Eaflers Fews, Brafithra. If this be fad, one
would be apt to fufpel this Account of Father Goxani s fince it
might be naturally concluded, that thefe Chiveze Fews would
entitle the Book of Genefis Brafitbra, according to the Eafrers
Jews, and not Berefihith like thofe of Europe.

cus,
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ems, Numbers, and Desteronomy, which compote
Mofes’s Pentateuch. The Ruler of the Sy

told me, that the Names of thefe five Books are
Berefith, Veelefemoth, Vaiicra, Vaied abber, and Had.
debarim ®, and that they divide them into 53 Vo-
lumes, ' viz. Gemefis into twelve Volumes, Exodus
into eleven ; and the three following Books, into
ten Volumes each, which they call Kwes. They
opened fome of thefe, and defired me to read them;
but as I don’t underftand Hebrew, it confequently
was to no Purpofe. ‘

Having enquired concerning the Titles of the
reft of the Books of the Bible, the Ruler of the
S anfwered, in' general, that they had
fome of them, but wanted others; and that there
were others which they ‘were not at all acquainted
with. Some of the Perfons prefent added, that
certain Books were loft in the overflowing of the
Hoambo, or Yellow River, fpoken of before. To
depend entirely on what is related above, a Perfon
muft underftand Hedrew, otherwife he is certain of

noth

Au(‘g‘mumﬁmce which furprized me ftill more is,
that their antient Rabbis have blended feveral ridi-
culous Tales with the genuine Fals related in Scrip-
ture, and cven interfperfed the five Books of AMafes
m this Manner. They wid nve fuch extravagant
Stories on tl;lis Occaﬁonf, that 1 hiout}irxc\ot forbear
hoghing 5 whence I fufpected that Fews are
Tabmdx%:, who pervert and corrupt the Senfc of
the Bible. No one but a Perfon well fkilled in the

iptures, and in the Hebrew Tongue, can fet this
Affair ina p ight. -

A Circumftance which confirms me in ‘my Sufpi-
cion is, thefe Fews add, that under the Min-chag,

® Our Fewws call the four laft Books Peelle Schemot, ¥aicre,
Fa'edaber, and Elle-baddebarims ; 3] of whichare the firft Ward,
o Werds, of thofe four Bocks of tLe Pentatcuch.
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" or Dynafty of the Family of Taming ®, Father Fi=
lo-te, that is, Father Rodriguex de Figueredo; and
under the Chin-cbao, or Dynafty of the Family,
which now f{ways the Sceptre +, Father Ngewii-ke,
that is the Cbriftian Father Henriques, whofc Me-
mory is reverenced here, went feveral Times to their
Synagogue, in order to treat with them. But as
thofe two learned Fathers did not take the Trouble
to procure a Copy of their Bible, *tis my Opinion,
that they found 1t corrupted by the Talmudifis, and
not pure and interpolated as before our Saviour’s
Birth, -

Thefe Fews, who are called, in China, Tiao-kin-
Riao, whether Talmudifis or not, ftill obferve feveral
Ceremonies of the Old Teftament, Circumcifion
for Inftance, which they fay began in the Patriarch
Abrabam, 3as it really did. They alfo keep the
Feaft of unleavened Bread ; have the Pafchal Lamb,
in Remembrance of the Ifraclites coming out of the
Land of Egypt, and their Paflage thro’ the Red
Sea 3 obferve the Sabbath, and other Feafts of the
antient Law,

The firft Fews who appeared in Cbhina, as thefe
related to me, came under the Ham-chao, or Dy-
nafty of Han 3. There were many Familiesof them

at

* The Family of Taming begn to reign in China, in 1368,
and governed that Empire 276 Years. They loft it by the Ir-
ruption of the Eafiern Tartars, who pofiefled themfelves of it
in 1644. According to Father du Halde's China, the twenty-
firft Dynafty named Ming (our Taming) governed the Empire
but 266 Years.

1 This is the Family of Tai.cim, which now fways the Scep-
tre_in the Perfon of Cang-bi, or Cam-bi, one of the greateft
and moft powerful Monarchs that ever governed that vaft Em-
pire.  Since the writing of this Letter, Cam-54: died, and was
facceeded, in 1722, by Yong Tching, his fourth Son.

I Of the twenty-two Families, or Dynatties, who have pof-
fefled the Empire of China, fince the great Hoam-ti, that is,
from the Year 2697, before our Saviour’s Birch, 'till the prefent
Time; the Famuy of Hanis the fifth, and one of the moft

illu-
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at firt, but their Number being reduced, there are
now orly feven, whofe Names are as follows: Thao,
Kin, Cbe, Cao, Tbemam, Li, and Ngai. Thefe
Families marry one among another, and never with
the Hoei-boei, or Mobammedans, with whom they
have nothing in common, either with regard to
Books, or religious Ceremonies ®.  They even turn
up their Whifkers in a different manner +

Tney have but one Li-pai-fu, or Synagngue, and
that in the Capital of the Province of Zionan,
did not fee any Altar in it, there being only Mofes’s
Pulpit, with an Incenfe-Pan, a long Table, and
fome large Candletticks,with Tallow-Candles. Their
Synag-gue bears fome Refemblance to our Churches
in Europe. *Tis divided into three Naves. The
middle one is for the Table of Perfumes or Incenfe,
Mofes’s Chair or Pulpit, and the Van-fai-pai or Em-
peror’s Picture with the Tabernacles above-men-
tioned, in which are preferv’d the Thirteen Copies
of the Chinkim, or Pentateuch of Mofes. Thefe
Tabernacles are in the Form of an Ark, and the
middle Nave is as the Choir of the Synagogue.
The two others are for praying and worlhipping
God. One may walk all round the Synagogue, in
the Infide,

illaftrions, in having given 27 Emperors to China, and governed
that Empire 426 Years, from the Year 206 before Chrift’s
Birth, to the Year 2:0 after it.

* As Father Gozani fays, only that thefe Chineze Fews came
into China under the Dynafty of Han, which fway'd the Chinexs
Scepter abave two Hundred Years, before and after our Saviour's
Birth ; and does not tell us under which Emperor of the Dyna-
fly of Han, thefe Fews entered China, we confequently cannot
determine whether this was before or after Chrift, a Circumftance,
which might have been of uie towards difcovering the T'rucn or
Falficy of this Account, of the Chineze Feavs.

4 There are fome Thoufand of Mobammedan Families in
Cbhina ; that Religion having been tolerated there,five or fix hun-
dred Years. )

VYou. II. C There



18 TRAVELS of the JesvrTs.

There having been formerly,(as at prefent)Batchelors
and Kien-fens, who are a Degree below Batchelors,
I took the Liberty to afk whether they worthipp’d
Confucsus. They all anfwer’d, and even their Ru-
ler, that they honour’d him in like manner as the
Heatben Literati in China; and that they partook
with them in the folemn Ceremonies perform’d in
the Halls of their great Men. They added alfo,
that in Spring and Autumn, they paid their An-
ceftors the Honours which are ufually offer’d up
to them in China, in the Hall adjoining to their
Synagogues ®. That they indeed did not of-
fer up Swine’s Fleth, but that of other Animalss
and that, in the common Ceremonies, they only
prefented China Dithes, filI'd with Viands and
. Sweetmeats, together with - Incenfe; making very
low Bows or Proftrations at the fame Time. I
farther afk’d them whether they kept, in their
Houfes or in the Hall of their Dead, Infcriptions in
Honour of their Anceftors. They anfwer’d, that
they did not employ cither Infcriptions or Images,
but only Incenfe-Pans. We neverthelefs are to ex-
cept fome Mandarins,in whofe Honour only Pitures
are fet up, under which the Name and Rank of

® Tis well known that the Fefuits, were inveighed againft,
as tolerating Idolatry, by their permitting the Chinexze Converts,
to worthip Confucius, and their Anceftors. For this Reafon they
thought it neceffary to defend themfelves, which they did in a
Letter to the Pope, the chief Purport of which was to thew, that
in Cafe they did not indulge the Chinexe, in the two Particulars
abové-mentioned, the Chriffian Religion would run the Hazard
of being extirpated out of China. Neverthelefs a Decree of the
Pope was publithed at Nax#in, in 1707, ﬁxinﬂ: the Worfhip of
Confucius, deceas’d Anceftors, &fc. ow may it not be
fufpeted that Father Gozan: {peaks of thefe Fews, as conform-
ing to the Chineze Ceremonies above-mentioned, purpofely to
ive a greater Santion to the Condu& of the Fefiirs in thac
articular, which was very much cenfured about the Time of
this Letter, I meanin the Year 1704. .
g their
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their Mandarinate are expreft, in the Tfu-tam * or
Hall of their Anceftors. With Regard to the
Names, by which they exprefs the firft Caufe, I
have already fpoke concerning it; and this you will
fee more diftinétly, in their Infcriptions which"
have copied, and now fend to you. 1 hope. you
will draw fome ufeful Confequences from them.
As to their Bible, I intend to borrow it, believing I
can eafily do this, in which Cafe I will get it co-
pied. If you defire any farther Particulars, pleafe
to fend me Word.

I am, &ec.
J. P. GozAnN1,

P. §. Be fo good as to obferve, reverend Father,
that thefe Fews in their Infcriptions, call their Law,
the Law of Ifrael, 2felals-kiao. They told me that
their Anceftors came from a Weftern Kingdom,
call’d the Kingdom of judab, which Fofbua con-
quer’d after he came out of Egypt, and had paffed
through the Red-Sea and the Defart. That the
Number of Fews which came out of Egypt were
fixty Vans, or fix Hundred Thoufand Men.

They fpoke to me concerning the Books of
Fudges, of David, of Solomon, of Ezckiel, who
gave Life to the wither’d Bones; of Jomsh, who
was Three Days in the Whale’s Belly, &c. whence
*tis manifeft that they have feveral Books -of Scrip-
ture, befides the Pentateuch of Mofes.

They declar’d that their Alphabet confifted of
Twenty-fcven Letters, but that they only employ’d
Twenty-two for ordinary Ufe; which agrees with
what St. Ferom fays, wiz. that the Hebrews have
Twenty-two Letters, five whereof are double. I

.' The Original is Tablettes, by which the Author muft cer-
tainly mean Piftures, though the proper Word is Zableanx.
C2 . alk’d
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afk’d them by what Name they call’d their Law in
. Chineze ; they anfwered that it is call’d Tias-kin-
kiao, fignifying that they abftain from Blood ; and
that they cut the Sinews and Viens of fuch Animals
as they Kkill; in order that the Blood may flow away
the eafier. ‘

The Idolaters firft gave them this Name, which
they willing received, as it diftinguifh’d them from
the Mabommedans, whom they call Tee-mo-kiao.
They call their Law Koo-kiao, the ancient Law ;
Tien-kiao, the Law of God, or Law of Ifrael. They
don’t light Fires, or drefs any Victuals on Sasurdays;
but prepare on Fridays, every Thing neceflary for
that Day. Whenever they read the Bible in their
Synagogue, they cover their Face with a tranfpa-
rent Veil, in Memory of Mofes, who came down
from the Mountain with his Face cover’d, and thus
gromulgatcd the Decalogue and Law of God to his

eople.

Ilz'orgot'to obferve that thefe Chineze Fews, befides
the Bible, are poffefied of other Hebrew Books, com-
pos’d by the antient Rabbis; and that thefe Books,
call’d by them San-fo *, (if I miftake not) which
~ are ftuft>d with the moft extravagant Stories, com-
prehend their Rituals, and the Ceremonies they
‘now ufe. They feem to entertain very odd No-
tions concerning Paradife and Hell.  Probably,
whatever they fay with regard to them was borrowed
from the Talmud.

I fpoke to them about the Meffias promis’d: in
Scripture. They feem’d greatly furpriz’d at what
I faid relating to him ; and upon my telling them
that his Name was FESUS, they anfwerd, that
mention was made in their Bible of a holy Man
named Fefus, the Son of Sirach; but that they did

not know the Fefus whom I hinted at.

* Our Jefuit fpells it San-t¢0.
Such
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Such, reverend Father, are the Particulars I
learnt concerning thefe Chineze Fews. You may
depend that what follows is Fact.

I. Thefe fews worfhip the Creator of Heaven
and Earth, and call him Tien, Cham-ti, Cham-tien,
&ec. as is evident from their ancient Pai-fam and
Paipiens, or Infcriptions.

II. °Tis certain that the Literati among them,
pay Confucius thofe Honours which the reft of the
Idolaters pay him, in the Hall of this Philofopher,
as was betore obferved. )

III. °Tis certain, as you yourfelf may perceive by
their ancient Infcriptions which I now fend you,
and as they themfelves have affur’d me unanimoufly,
that they honour their Dead in the Tfu-tam, or Hall
of their Anceftors, with the fame Ceremonies as
are employed in China; but without Pictures %,
they being fotbid the Ufe of Images, and of every
Thing of that kind. ]

IV. °Tis certain that, in their Infcriptions, men-
tion is made of their Law, which they call the Law
of Ifrael; of their Origin, their Antiquity and De-
fcent ; of their Patriarchs Abrabam, Ifaac, Facob
of the twelve Tribes of Ifrael; of Mofes their Law-
giver, who received the Law contained in the two
Tables, with the Tern Commandments, on Mount
Sinai 3 of Aaron, Fofbua, and Efdras 3 of the Chin~
kim or Pentateuch, which they reccived from Myfes,
and is compofed of the Books called Berefith, Veele-
femoth, Vaicra, Vaiedaber, and Haddebarim, which
they, when joined together, call Tawra; and St.
Ferom, Tora.

You may believe, as a Truth, what I told you
concerning the Time, when thefe Fews came and

® The Father calls thefe Tabletzes, by which as was before
otferved, I fuppofe he can mean nothing but Pi&ture:, as ap-

pars particularly by the Words which follow Zablettes.
C3 fettled
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fettled in China *; and every Circumftance con-
tained in the Infcriptions before-mentioned. As to
the other Particulars, which I know only from their
own Account, and therefore inferted .them merely
for Entertainment fake; youare to form fuch Judg-
ment as you pleafe of them, I having found thefe
Fews, by the Converfation I had with them, to be
Perfons who are not much to depended upon.

* Looking over the Dyunafty of Han, in Father de Halde's
Account of China, 1find that Licoupang, or Cao-1fou, the firft
Emperor of that Dynafty, removed the Court to the Province of
Honan, where our Fews are faid to be fettled ; and that it
continued there 196 Years, under Twelve Emperors. This
feems to have been about an hundred Years before Chrit. A-
mong other remarkable Particulars, which I met with in run-
ning over this Dynafty, one is, that Printing is faid to have
been firft difcover'd in China, under the Emperor Pou-ti, the fifth
of the Dynafty of Han, juft Fifty Years before the Nativity of
our Saviour. I alfo find that the above-mentioned Emperor ex-
tended his Conquefts as far as Besgal, and confequently into the
Mogu!l>s Country. Iffo, may it not be fuppofed that he carried our
Chineze Feaws from thence? Many Perfons being of Opinion
that there were Feavs in the Mogul's Country. It alfo appears,
from this Dynafty, that Hiao-ngai-ti, the Tenth Emperor of the
Dynafty of Han, died the fame Year that Chrift was born. *Tis
alfo related that Ho-#7, the Seventeenth Emperor of the Dynafty
of Han, about 70 Years after Chrift, undertook an Expedition
into Fudea, call'd by the Chineze, Tatfie. Bat may not this
be fufpeted to be a Fiétion, as neither the Greet nor Roman Au-
thors mention ary {uch Expedition; and as Ferufalem was ta-
ken and deftroyed by Titas, Anno Dom. 61. But after the moft
careful Perufal of this Dynafly of Han, 1 did not find the Cir-
camftance, which occafioned me to look into it, I mean the firft
Entrance of the Tiao-kin-kiao, or Few:, into China, which
({luppofing thefe Chineze Dynatties genuine) would have confirm-
ed the Relation of Father Gozani. However as the Chinexe are
faid to have feldom mentioned any Particulars in their Annals,
relating to Foreigners, this Silence of the Chineze Annals, with
regard to the Fews, will confequently not impeach the Rela-
tion of Father Gezani. :

Remarks
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Remarks 3 on  the preceding Letter of Father

GozANI.

T was thought neceflary to add the following
Reflettions, in order to illuftrate the foregoing
Letter.

I. The Synagogue fpoken of by Father Gozani,
1s very different from thofe of Europe, as it repre-
fents rather a Temple than an ordinary Fewifb Sy-
nagogue. And indeed, in the -Synagogue of
China, the facred Place, wherein none but the
High-Prieft is permitted to enter, points out plain-
ly enough the Sanfla Sanfiorum, in which were
the Ark of Alliance, the Rods of Mofes and Aaron,
&c. The Part feparated from it, reprefents the
Place where the Priefts and Levites ufed to meet in
the Temple of Ferufalem, and where Sacrifices were
performed.  Laftly, The Hall at the Entrance of
it, where the People offer up their Prayers, and
affift at the feveral religious Ceremonies, refembles
what was antiently called the Porch or Court, atri-
um Ifraclis.

II. The Hebrew Infcriptions on the Walls of the
Synagogue in China, thew that the Fews of that
Country practice the fame in this Refpet, as the
European Fews in their Synagogues. But the In-
fcriptions of our Fews are only the Initials of cer-
tain Words, which compofe one or more Sentences,
fuch as the following, exprefled by thefe four Let-
ters, M, J, % & *, During Prayer, People fbould be
Silent +.

1 Thefe Remarks are from the Jefuits, and amnexed to Father

«Sibin,  Jed, Bab, He ,

+ 790N, IRWA, N PPN, Scherhitab, Fapha,
Befchabath, Hatbephillah. Silentium  pulchrum of  Orationis

tempore.
e Ca 1IL
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III. With regard to the Tents or Tabernacles of
Mgje<, and the twelve Tribes, this is particular to
the Fews of China; nothing like them being feen
in tne Synagogues of Eurape. There is only, on
the Faft fide, a kind of Cheft in which they depo-
fit che five Books of the Law.

1V. The fmall Books prcferved by the Chineze
Fews, are probably the Fifty-three Se@ions of the
Peniateuch, which the European Fews read every
Saturday, onc after the other in their Synagogues.
They divide them fo very exaltly, that the five
Bouoks of Mefes are read over every Year.

V. Weare not to wonder that the Chineze ‘Fews,
fhould turn towards the Weft in 'offering up their
Prayers, becaufe our Fews turn Eaftward. The
Reaion of this Difference is, ’tis a very ancient Cu-
ftom among the Fews, to turn in Time of Prayer’
towards ferufalem. An Example of this is feen in
the Book of Danicl ®*. Now Ferufalem which
ftands Euftward with refpet to Europe, is Weft
with regard to China. Farther, ’tis certain that the
“Temple of Ferufulem was fo buile, that the Ifra-
elizes, when they pray’d, turned to the Weft ; and
pofibly the Chincze Fews may obferve the like
Practice.

V1. The Particulars which follow, in Father
Gozani’s Letter, are of great Importance. We
learn from them, that the Chineze Fews worfhip
Ged under the Name of Tiem, or Heaven; and
that, in the Chineze Language, they give God no
other Names than {uch as are ufed in China. This
fhews the Error of thofe Perfons, who have pre-
tended to prove the Idolatry of the Chineze Na-
tion, from their calling God, Heaven, ’Tis well
known thar the Fews are as abhorrent of Idolatry
as the Chriftians themielves. If therefore the Chi-

* Chap. 1V. aer. 10.
neze
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seze affix’d to the Word Tien, no other 1dea than
that of the material Heaven, and worfhipped this
vifible Subftance under that Name ; the Fews would
never have affixed the Idea of the true God, to the
fame Word for fear of pafling for Idolaters ; but have
employed fome other Term for that Purpofe. Since
therefore the Fews as well as the Chineze Mobammedans,
who like the Fews, acknowledge no other Being for
the true God, but the Lord of Heaven, when they
tell the Idolaters what God they ought to worthip,
call him Tien; °us a Proof that the Chineze Idola-
ters themfelves underftand, by that Word, a Thing
different from the material Heaven. °*Tis very
common for the European Fews, who are as far re-
mov’d from Idolatry s thofe of China, to ufe the
‘Word Heaven, in fpeaking of God, as appears
from moft of the Works publifh’d by them *,
*Tis certain that the Word Heaven is a figura-
tive Expreffion, fignifying in every Language, and
even in facred Authors, the Mafter and Lord of all
Things 13 and as the Chineze Language is more
figurative and metaphorical than any other, ’tis no
wonder that the Chineze thould employ the Word
Tien or Heaven, to denote the God of Heaven. .
When the Prodigal Son fays to his Father, I
bave finmed againft Heaven and before thee $: When
the third Maccabee, fpeaking to the Executioners
who were going to cut out his Tongue, and ftrike his

® This way of Expreflion is fo common among them, that, in-
fiead of writing the whole Word,they often only fet down the firft
Lever DO, Heaven, i.e. In the Name of God. Do &l your
Works in the Name of God, i. €. for God. TNDW Y. Chol
maafecha, ibeion le fehem, fehamaim, DU TN WD,
N2V, omnia opera tua fiant in nomine cexli.

4 The ancient Doftors, as Rabbi Eliezer, and Rabbi Fockanan,
had employed the like Expreflion, as feveral other Dotors had
done before them ; they affirming that they learnt it from their
PRathers; “\Q'2), fchaninon, didicimus.

1 Luke xv. 19,

his
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Hands off, fays, *Twas from Heaven that I re-
ceived them |: And when we ourfelves daily hear
the Preacher fpeak the following Words, Let us
implore the Affifiance of Heaven; we certainly figure
to ourfelves, by this laft Expreflion, ‘no other Be-
ing except God. Wherefore then thould we pretend
that the Chineze mean, by the Word Téen, fomething
different. As therefore the Fews found this Word,
at their coming to China, as a Term ufed to ex-
prefs God, they confequently were in the right to
adopt it; and the Miffionaries and Chriftians ought
not to be accufed for employing it after them.

VII. With regard to the Honours which the
Chineze pay Confucius, and the dead, the Chineze
Fews, who feem to be as averfe to Idolatry as thofe
of Europe, muft be firmly perfuaded that they are
Ceremonies merely civil and political : For if they
imagined them ever fo little fuperftitious, they cer-
tainly would not go into the Hall of Confucius,
with the reft of the Difciples of that Philofopher,
to take Degrees; nor would they burn Incenfe in
Honour of their Anceftors *, ,

VIII. What Father Gozani relates, concerning
the Fi&ions which the Chineze Fews have added to
the Scriptures, ought, one would imagine, to beun-
derfl of the Glofs rather than of the Text,
>Tis the genius of that People to invent an hundred
ridiculous Tales, in order to explain certain Paf-
fages of Scripture which they think obfcure. Thofe
who are fond of fuch Fiftion may abundantly
fatisfy their Curiofity by perufing the Chaldee Para-

I Maceab. 1L Chap. ii. 7.
® The Particulars mentioned in this VIIth Refle&ion, and
fome other above, make me tufpet this Relation of Father Go-
zani ; and induce me to imagine that it was calculated merely
to ferve a Turn, as was obferved before. But this will be more
fully confidered in the following Note.
phrafes,
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phrafes, the Berefchish Rabba, and Solomon Farchi’s
Commentary on Gengfis.

IX.We are not to wonder that there fhould beno
Altar in the Synagogue fpoken of here, for as the
Fews no longer offer up Sacrifices, and are not per-
mitted to facrifice any where but in Ferufalem, an
Alwar would confequently be of no ufe to them,

X.When Father Gozani fays that the Hebrews have
Twenty-feven Letters, he doubtlefs included in that
Number, the five final Letters mentioned by St.
Ferom, which ftrictly fpeaking, are not different
Characters, but a different way of writing certain
Charaéters, by lengthning the Strokes at the end
of the Words, inftead of drawing them crooked,
as is done at the Beginning and End, except in 1,
which is entirely thut ®.

Cbapb, Mem, Nun, Pe, Tfade.
TY, qat 13) D:’ -‘D‘

Fotber NyxzL, #o Father DE LA CHAlzE,
Confeffor to the King.

Lima, Capital of Peru, May 20, 1705.
Moft Reverend Fatber,

S the Englip and Dutch, by reafon of the
War, prevented our going through the
Straits of Sunds and Malacca, through one of

which

® As the Relation which Father Gozani hath given us of thefe
Cbineze feaws, appeared to me very curious, I was determined
to make all the Enquiries poffible concerning them, and not
take his feveral Affertions upon T'ruft, as is but too commonly
done by Compilers of Travels and others. For this Reafon I
bad Recourfe to all the Authors whom I remembred to have
treared on this Subje&, and fhall here give the Subitance of my
Refearches.

As the Fews in queftion firft entered China, underthe Dynafty
of Han, thefe conlequently might either have been thofe of :h‘el "

gran
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which all fuch Ships as fail to Imdia, Eaftward,
muft pafs; it was thought proper, in order to fe~
cure

grand Difperfion, which was about Seven Hundred and Twenty
Years before Chritt ; when Shalmanefer, King of Affria, Suc-
ceflor to Tiglatbpilefer, took Hopbea, King of Samaria Prifoner,
and carried him apd the Ten Tribes into Captivity :  Or they
might have been of thofe Fews, who quitted their Coun-
try after the the Deftruion of Ferufalem, by Titus, Anno Dom.
61t. We have no particular Account of the Difperfion of the
Ten Tribes by Shalmancfir, whom he carried firft into Affiria :,
but be that as it will, the Fews have made a eonfiderable Figure
fince that Difperfion. Eldad, an Author mentioned by Ba/fnage
in his H'ftory of the Jeaws, Book VII. has given us the Hiftory
of their Difperfion, but interlards it with fo many Fictions,that it
falis little fhort of the Mythology cf the Greeks. Bemjamin
of Tudela alio embellithes his Work in like manner, and de-
fcribes a prodigions Extent of Couatry, of which he pretends
the Fewi Nation were Proprietors, though we have only his
Aathority for it.  Peritzol, another celebrated Fearif Hiftorian,
has fixed them in feveral Parts of the World, for Inftance, he
fpeaks of a Community of Recabites in the Defart of Labor,
and beftows a Kingdom upon them in the Defarts of Arabia.
He likewife bas fetiled them uvpon the Borders of the Ruver
Ganzes, the Parts frontier to Bengal, the Plilippine 1l nds,
&¢c. Lafily, He has planted them near a certain River, called
Sambatius or Sambatien, in the Neighbourhood of the Emperor
of Abyfizia’s Dominions. It ’tis certain that there ever was a
j‘mpi,& Settlement in thefe Countries, we mi%ht naturally fup-
pofe them to be the Defcendants of the Ten Tribes.

But to proceed to Particulars which are more to be depended
opon : Mention is made of Feaws in China, by two Mobamme-
daw Travelless, who vifited that Empire in the Ninth Centary,
as appears from their Travels, tranflated by the learned Abbé
Renaudat, an Englih Verfion of which was publithed in Loadon
1733, 8wvo. ’Tis there faid, pag. 41, thatin a great Revclution
which happened in China, rnno Dom. 877. occafioned by the
Infurretion of the Biacku, an Officer under the Emperor ; Caafu
one of the moftnoted Cities in Cbina, and atthat 1'ime the Port
‘Town for all the Arabian Merchants, was taken, and all the
Inhabitants put to the Sword ; and that befides the Chineze who
were maflacred on this Cc:zfion, There perifbed One Hundred and
Faventy Thoufard Mohammedans, Jews, Chriftians, and Perfees,
®ho auere there on Account of Treffic. Qur Arabian Author af.
terwards oblerves, That the Number of the Profeflors of thefe Sour
Relizions, awho thus perifbed, is exaltly knoawn i becaufe the Chi-
Beze are extremely accurate in the Accounts they give of them.

Thefe
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<ure ourfelves from the Enemy, to proceed by the
Straits of Magellan and the South-Sea,

"Twas

‘Thefe Mobhammedans, where mention is made, pag. 84, of the
Mland of Saremdib (Ceylon,) tell us, that In this Ifiand there is
a wery great Number of Jews, asawell as of many other Sests, and
even Tanwis or Manichees, the King permitting the Sree Exercife
of every Religion. The Travels of thefe dabians are highly
valued by Abbé Renaudor; and in the main, are thought
to contain authentic Pasticulars.  Pietro della Valle, Parte IL.
#ag- 81, fpeaks of GFeaws fectled in Jfpaban (this was in 1620)
and informs us, that one of them was put to Death by order
of the Sepbi, invocando fempre, infin’ all’ wltimo Shirite, il wome
di Mofz, calling upon the Name of Mofes with his laft Breath,
But to come nearer to our Subject, (as mention will be prefently .

. made of Femws refiding in China) the learned Mr. Thewenet was

very fcllicitous to know, whether there were not fome far up i
Ixdia, as appears by Mr. de Merweille’s Letter to the famous r/lr.
Bernier ®, who anfwers as follows, ¢ I certainly fhould be ex-
¢ tremely glad, as well as Mr. Thevemsr, could there be found
¢ on thefe Mountains, fuch Feaws as he withes for, | mean fome
¢ Defcendan:s of the Tribes carried away by Shalmanefer 3 but
* you may affure him, that in Cafe there were any in thofe Pasts
anciently (which is probable) there are none thereabouts ar
Prefent; and that all the Inhabitants are either Heathens of
Mobammedans. Poflibly there may be Fews in China, |
having lately feen in the Hands of our reverend Father + the
Jefuit at Delli, fome Letters writ by a German Jeluic T at P,.
kixg, wherein the latter obferves, that he had met with fome
there who had preferved the Fewi/s Belief, and the Old Tef.
tament, but knew nothing of the Death of Chrift; apd thae
they even offered to make the Jefuit in quettion, their Lofas,
provided he would abftain from Swine's Fleth. However, we
meet with a great many Footfteps of Fudaifm here. The firg
is, that at our entring this Kingdom, aftercrofling the Moun~
tain of Pire-penjale, all the Inhabitants whom I faw in the
firit Villages feemed, by their Air and Phyfiognom Y, to be
¢ Fews. This was not my Obfervation alone, it having been

A & & B & AR & g a0 & a g

® Voyages de Frangois Bernier, Tom. II.. 316, &c. at Am.
Sflerdam, 1732, 12mo. ‘This Letter was writ from Cachemire,
in 1663.

+ ’I}his Father is called Bufeas, in Remaudot’s Tranflation of
ancient Accounts of Iadia and China, by two Mobammedan Tra-
vellers, pag. 186.

I This was Father ddam Schall. Sec ancient Aecounts of In-
dia and China, pag. 186.  made

¢ ma
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*T'was about the clofe of the Year 1703, that Fa-
thers de Brafke, de Rives, Hebrard, and myfelf, fet
out

¢ made before by our Jefuit, and byfeveral other Exropeans. 8=
¢ condly, I obferved that the Word Mowa (Moofa) fignifying
¢ Mofes, i> often mentioned by the Inhabitants of this City.
¢ Thirdly, *Tis generally {aid among them, that So/smon came
¢ into their Country ; and that this Monarch cut the Mountain
¢ of Baramoula, to make a way for draining off the Waters.
¢ Fourtbly, That Mofes died in Cachemire, and that his Monu-
¢ ment ftands within a League of this City. Fiftbly, They pre-
¢ tend that this fmall and very ancient Edifice, which is feen
¢ from hence, and ftands on a high Mountain, was built by So-
¢ lomon, and that ‘tis therefore called Solomon's Throne to this
. ¢ Day : I therefore am inclined to believe, that fome Feavs
¢ may have travelled thus far. Thefe People in Procefs of Time
¢ might have loft the Purity of their Law; have turned Idola-
€ ters, and afterwards Mobammedans. And indeed, we fee
¢ great Number of Feaws who have travelled into Perfia, to
¢ Lar, to Ifpaban, and into Indofian, by the way of Goa and
¢ Cockin. 1 bave been informed, that there are many in Ezbi-
¢ opia, who are brave Warriors ; and that fome of thefe are fo
¢ powerful, that a valiant Captain, about fifteen or fixteen Years
¢ ago, attempted to make himfelf King of a little mountainous
¢ Ceuntry, of vaftly difficult Accefs. This was told me not
¢ long fince, by two Embaffadors from the Emperor of Etbie-

¢ pia at this Court.’ -~
But the Author who has writ moft to our Purpofe is Abbé Re-
maudot, he having drawn up, An Enguivy comcerning the Jews
difeovered in Cina.  This forms Part of his learned Commen-
tary on the Ancient Account of India and China, &y twoe Mo-
hammedan Trawellers. Abbé Remaudot gives it as his Opinion,
that there were anciently, and are at this Day, many j‘aw: in
feveral Provinces of China, particularly in the Trading Cities.
He relates a Story, which bears a near Refemblance to Father
Gozani”s Account of the Chineze Feaws, for which Reafon I fhall
tranfcribe it, Remaudot having copied it from Trigaut de Chrif-
tiana Expeditione apud Sinas, a Work compiled from the Me.
moirs of Father Ricci, who gave us the firft genuine Informa-
tions concerning China. A Jew of the City of Cai-fumfu, Ca-
pital of the Province of Houan, coming to take bis Degrees, and
bearing that this Stranger (Father Ricci) and bis Companions a-
dored one only God, and abborred the Superflitions of the Idolatrous
Nations, and the Mahommedans, bad the Curisfity 10 pay bim a
Vifit. Father Ricciy conducting bim into the Chapel, be there faws
a PiGure of the Bleffed Virgin awith the Infant Jefus in ber Arms,
and St. Jobn near at Hand ; when taking them for Rebecca, Ja-
cob
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out from St. Malo on Board the St. Charles, and the
Murinet 3 thefe two Ships being ordered for China,
and

cob and Efau, be thought be kneww them: And after the fame
smanner be gueffed at Sight with regard to-Chriff and the Fonr
E elifis. ~ Fatber Ricci put feveral Queflions 1o bim;
and bis Aufavers underflood, that be profeffed the old
Law, and ackwowledged bimfelf an Mraclite and mot a Jew :
the Father concluded bim to be a Defeendant of the Tem
Tribes carried into Captivity, and difperfed over the wtte
Parts of the Eaft. He fboeaved bim the Bible of Philip 1I. print-
ed by Plantin ; and this Jew kxeaw the Hebrew Clara&ers, bus
could wot read them. He related that in the City avhence be came,
there avere tem or twelve ‘Tlvu{aul Jev;ia‘h fdﬂ;’lll;l, wbo bad a go
bandfome Synagogue, awhbich they bad lately rebuilt at a confiderable
Exj{:: : J?Zat’xfor Sfiveor fix Hundred Years they bad preferved
the Pentateuch written upow Rolls, which they beldin great Vene-
vation: That at Hamchea, Capital of the Province of Chequiang,
(Chekiam) rdere awas fiill a greater Number of Ifraclites axd a
Synagogue : That there awere fome alfain other Provinces, but that
being Zﬁ'itau of Synagogues,they were greathy decreafed in Number.
Be are told that this Jew in proncuncing fome Hebrew Words dif-
Sered from onr manner, as in Hierofoloim and Mofeia. H: rg,
Sormed them that fome of bis Countrymen underftood Hebrew, and
amoxng the reft a Brother of bis : That for bis Part, baving frem
bis Yeuth applicd bimfelf to the Chineze Literature, be bad ne-
gle&d the other. He frankly confeffed, that for this Reaforn be
bad been deemed umwvorthy to enter the Synagogue, by the Pevfon avbe
«wvas chiefof it 5 but that be was not very folicitous about bis Exclu-
fiom, provided be did but obtain bis Dofter’s Degree ®. This Story
refembles fo very much the Relation given us by Father Gozari,
that I am not a little inclined to think the one was copied from
the other. Both chufe the fame Place for the Scene of their Ad-
venture, I mean the City of Caifum-fu. In both (asappears by
Abbé Remaxdot afterwards) the Jefuits who were with thefe
Chineze Fews, did not underftand Hebreav. But there is this re-
markable Difference, the Fews, in Father Ricci’s Account, ex-
cluded their Brother in queftion from among them, becaufe he
had conformed to the Religion of the Country ; whereas thofe
of Father Gozani are faid not to have had any Scruples on this
Head, but, on the contrary, conformed to it. As the Accufa
tion had not been levelled againtt the Jefuits, in Father Ric:i’s
Time, wix. of their joining with, and encouraging Idolatry,
the Jefuits confequently did not then want fuch a San&ion as that
of thefe Chinexe Fewws 3 but as this Affair afterwards made a

® Ancient Account of India and China, pag. 184, 185.
great
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and commanded by Meflieurs du Coudray- Perée, and
Fouguet, both Men of Abilities and very well
tkilled

great Noife in Exrope, and the Pope ftrongly cenfured every
Compliance with the Chineze Worthip ; the Jefuits very proba-
biy judged it neceffary to revive tie Story of antient Fewws im
China, and to draw them under fuch Charaéters as might befk
fuit their Purpofe. )

That there very probably are Feaws in China, may be gathe-
red from what has been faid above, as alfo from what follows.
*T's generally allowed, that fince the Deftruttion of Ferufalem,
there is hardy any Country of our Continent, where the Faws
have not been very numerous, befides thofe who were in Perfia
and Egypt before that Time.

Betore the Appearance of Mobammedifin, there were whole
Nacions of them in Arabia, as may be proved by many Paffa-
ges of the Koran, where they are mentioned. Tie Fews were
perfecuted by the Chriffiian Emperors, and efpecially by Hera-
clius, who put a very great Number of them to Death, becaufe
(fay the drabs) he was admonithed to beware of a circumcifed
Nation, from whom he had every Thing to fear. This he coa-
ftrued of the Fews, not dreaming of the Arabs, many of whom
were circumcifed, as were afterwards thofe who followed Mo-
bammed 3 for all the Arabs were not fo. This drove a great
Number of Feews into the Dominions of Perfia, where fome of
them have been ever fince the firft Captivity : And Hiftory in-
forms us, that they fometimes ftirred up thofe I-fidel Princes a-
gainft the Chriflians : But they afterwards enjoyed more Liberty
under the Mobammedans, who never difturbed them in the Ex-
ercife of their Religion, for which Reaion they multiplied great-
ly in all the Provinces of the Eaft. And when the City ofg Bag-
dad was built by the Kbilif Almanfar, and became the Capial
of the Mobammedan Empire, the Fews fettled there, and grew
very wealthy and powerful.

They thrived by various Ways ; many of tkem cultivated the
Sciences, particularly Philofophy, Aftronomy, and Phyfie, O-
thers applied themfelves to Commerce, in which that Nation
had ever been very induftrious ; and fome got into the publick
Revenues and Cuftoms, as Receivers and Infpetors. Ina Word,
they beccame fo numerous and powerful, that as the Chriffians
had obtained the Privilege to have their Patriarchs, the Feaws

rocured almoft the fame for a Chief of their Nation, whom
they called Raf Faggola, or Faggalut, whence the Arabs have
their Rafas Falut, or Prince of the Exiles, who exercifed the
fame Jurifdittion over the Fews, as the Patriarch did over the

Chriftians. .
' Ta
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fkilled in Navigation. December 26, We failed
with a favourable Wind; which in a Fortnight con-

vey'd

*Tis certain.that the Feaws bave fwarmed all over the Eaft
for many Ages. Perfiz i3 fall of them, and they had a Syna-
at Modain, the antient Selescia of the Parthians, out of
whofe Ruins Bagdad was partly bailt ; and when the Feavs re-
moved to this new City, they became very ﬂgowerful; and ob-
tained, from the Kilg‘:, fuch Privileges as differed but little from
thofe indalged the Chriftians, ‘Tis very likely that fome Re-
mains of the ten Tribes exifted in Upper 4fz. We are affured
by all Aathors, both Chrifiian and Mobammedan, and by all
Travellers antient and modern, that 7ews have been found in
Perfia, in Choraffan, in the Mawaralyabra 3 and in the Pro-
¥inces fartheft remote, and neareft bordering upon Cbhina, as
well as in 4ffica, nct to mention Egypt, where they have always
been very numerous. Galielmus de Rubruguis, who travelled in-
to Tartary in 1246, tells us, that about two Days Journey be-
yond Derbent, in the Way to Great Tartary, he found a prodi-
gious Number of Feaws in a City called Samarons and he men-
tions an inclofed Country towards the Cafpian Sea, where the
J ewws were confined.  Carpin, who travelled at the fame Time,
likewife gives us an Account of fome of the Fews of Tartary,
whom e calls Brwtackes, or Baftargies. There is an Edition of
the Travels of Rubruguisand Carpin, printed at Paris in 1634.
Antbony Tenreyro, a Portagueze, the firlt who travelled from /5-
dia to Exrope by Land, whofe Book was printed - at Coimbra,
Avzo Dom. 1560, found fome Fews in Lar, and other Perfian
Cities in his Way. Abulfeda frequently tells us, that there
were Multitudes of them in the Indies, particularly at Calayata
avd Cingala, as alfo at Coulim, according to Marcus Paulus
Venetns. Nwoeiri {peaks of them at Modzin, as being fo pow-
erful, that Awso Dom. 1174, they had a warm conteft with the
Mobammedans. At Cochin there were Feavs, who, actording to
Diego de Couto, fpoke the antient Tongue. Great Numbers of
them were fpread all over Malabar, and they quite peopled
fome Places in it.

It is likewife certain, that for many Ages paft, they have
been very numerous in Perfia, and in the feveral Provinces for-
merly dependant on, ot pow belonging to it ; and in all Places
where the Perfian Language is fpoken, as it is in almolt every
Part of the Dominions of the great Mogul. This is confirmed by
" the Verfions of the Scriptufes which the Feaws have made in that
Tongue, whereof the Pentateuch only, was printed in Hebrew
Charallers, at Gonflantinople, Anno Dom. 1551 *.—In the whole

* Ancient Accounts of Indiz and China, pag. 283. & feq.
Voo I D y pag Sfoq f-I
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vey'd us to the Canaries, where we did not ¢
chor. After meeting with very tedious Ca
.der the Equator, during a Month, we pn
in our Courfe 3 and continuing our, Voyage fo
Months, came within Threefcore Leagues
Straits of Magellan, through which we inte™————
pafs, into the Soutb-Sea. :
*Twould be needlefs to give you a Defcriis SEA

thefe renowned Straits, which were firft di

by Ferdinand Magellan, fo famous for his *
round the World, in 1520. I chofe rather
you a faithful Map of them, drawn up fic
laft Obfervations, which are much more a
than the preceding Ones. We had already
into the firft Canal, lyingat the Entrance
Strait; and had even cat Anchor in 2 Cn
this fide Gregery-Bay, when there rofe on a
fo impetuous a Wind, that it broke away i
our Cables fucceflively, and made us lofe tw
chors. We were in Danger of being Shipwn

if the Account given by Father Ricci be troe, we may «
that our Chineze Jews may be defcended from the anci
Tribes, who were carried into Captivity by Shalmane/er
the fame may be inferred from fome Paffagesin Father
Letter, as w he obferves that his Chineze Fenws )
fome Books of Scripture, but wanted others; and t
were others again, with which they were unacquainted : )
where thefe Feaws tell Father Gozani, that their Anceftonteg LR
from a Kingdom of the Weft named Fudab, which. "
conquered after his coming out of Exype, &¢c; thefe 74 \;§
mentioning any Incidents which (houﬁ induce us to fuppa
they knew any Thing relating to their Nation, af (4
Difp:rfion of the Ten Tribes, and confequently wa
fcended from them. To conclude, I belicve we may ;
with great Probability, that therc are Fews now fet
Cbhina ; but whether of the aacient Difperfion feems ve
certain. And with regard to Father Gozani, he poflibl
not have given us a faithful Relation of them, but ;
ed them in the manner he has done, merely to ferve a —~——
mean 10 leflen the Odium thrown upon his Brethren, fa

joining in the Worthip of Confucius, that of their def

cettors, €9¢. .
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but Heaven, thoved with our Prayers and Intreaties,
was fo gracious to deliver us,

During the Fortnight which we ftaid in this firft
Canal, in order to fearch for our Anchors, and to take
in Water from a River which Mr. Baudran de Belléire,
one of our Officers had difcovered, and to which he
gave his Name ; I had the Satisfaction to go fome-
tmes a-fhore, purely that I might glorify the Lord,
in a Part of the World which has not yet been en-
lightned with the Gofpel. The Land is open and
flar, but interfperfed with little Hills,. The Soil
appear’d good enough, and fit for ploughing &,
*T'was very probably in this Part, (the narroweft of
all the Straits) that the Spaniards, under Philip 11,
raifed the Fortrefs of Nomdbre de Dios, when they
rafhly attempted to exclude all other Nations
from the Straits of Magellan, by building two
Towns there. For this Purpofe they fent out a large
Fleet, under the Command of Sarmiemto, which
being buffeted and difperfed by a Storm, the Cap-
tain arrived art the Straitsin a very fhatter’d Con.
dition : He then. built two Fortrefles, one at the
Entrance of the Straits, which I take to be Nomére
de Dios, and the other a little higher up, and called
by him Ciudad del Rey Phelippe *, probably in the
Place now call’d Port Famine 13 becaufe the Spa-
siards perithed there for want of Provifion, and all
other Succours. But not the leaft Footfteps remain
of thefe Fortreffes, . in either of the Places. We
did not fee any of the Inhabitants, they at the Ap.
proach of Winter, always retiring farther up into
the Country. But fome Fremch Ships which came
before, and followed after us, faw leveral ‘of them
higher up the Straits. Thefe affirm that the Nue

® The City of King Philip.

4 *T'was fo called by Sir Téomas Cawendih, who in 156,
im his Paflage through the Straits of Ma;cliun, found that moft
of the Spanifp Garrifon were ftarved.

D2 tives,
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tives, who appear humane and trattable, are gene=
rally ftrong, tall, and tawny, like the reft of the
Americans. 1 fhall fay nothing as to their Genius
or Cuftoms, being firmly determined not to advance
any Thing falfe or even doubtful, I was afterwards
told when I got to Chili, that the Jefuits of that
Kingdom intended to go the firft Opportunity, as
far as the Straits of Magellan, from which fome of
their Miffions are not above an hundred Leagues
diftant. Thefe Fathers will meet with abundance of
Croffes ; will be obliged to bear the fevereft Rigours
of the Cold, be forced to travel through frightful
Defarts, and to follow the Savages in their long
Incurfions. Such Miffionaries as fhall be fo fortu-
nate as to accomplifh in thefe Parts, what has been
attempting,with fo much Toiland Patience, for thefe
hundred Years paft, among the Irequois and Hurons
of Canada, mutt firt have gone: through the fame
Difficultics.

To return to our Voyage. As the lofs of our
Cables and Anchors, did not permit us to. pafs
through the Straits of Magellan, -where Ships caft
Anchor every Night, and that the Winter of this
Country drew near; our Captains were therefore
determined to feek, without lofs of Time, for an
eafier and fafer Paffage into -the Sourb:-Ssa, by /e
Maire's Straits, Accordingly we weigh’d Anchor
April 11, 1704, and two Days after we came to the
Entrance of thefe fecond Straits, and paft them in
five or fix Hours, the Weather being very fime *.
We coafted pretty near the Shore of Terra dol Fuego,
which feems an Archipelago of feveral Iflands, rather
than a Continent, as has been hitherto fuppofed.

* The Paffage of thefe Straits is fo exceedingly fhort, and
that of the Straits of Magel/an fo very long and winding, as is
plain from the Maps, that it is furprifing any Ships fhould have
pafled through the Scxaits of Mage/lan, after thofs of de Muaise
were difcovered.

§
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I muft take Notice by the way, of a confiderable
Error, which is found, in both ancient and modern
Maps, by their giving Terra del Fuego, which ex-
u:nE: from the Straits of Magellan to thofe of .le
Masre, a much greater Extent in Length, than is
agreeable to Truth: It not being above. Threefcore

s long, as we found by the moft exa@ Sur-
vey. Terra del Fuego is inhabited by Savages, who
are lefs koown than thofe of Terra Magellanica.
*T'was called Terra del Fuego, on Account of the
multicude of Fires, which the firft Difcoverers *®
faw from it in the Night,

We are told, in fome Relations, that Don Garcias
de Nodel +, having obtained of the King of Spain,
two Frigates for making Obfervations in thefe new
Straits, caft Anchor in a Bay where he found feve-
ral of the Iflanders, who appeared to be humane
and of atrattable Difpofition. According to thefe
Relations, the Barbdarians in queftion are as white
as the Ewurspeans, but they disfigure their Bodies,
and change the natural Colour of their Complexions,
by painting them in a grotefque, whimfical man-
ner 4. They are half covered with the Skins- of
Beafts ; wearing Necklaces made of white, fhining
Mufcle-Shells, and 2 Leathern Girdle round their
Waifts. Their ufual Food is a certain bitter Herb
which grows in the Country, whofe Flower is fome-
thiog like 2 Tulip. Thefe People affifted the Spa-
mﬁ to the utmoft of their Power, they working
with, and bringing them all the Fifth they caught,
They were armed with Bows and Arrows, wherein

® Magellan, &c.

4 I with thie Father had told us the Year, in which Don Gar-
cias de Nedel was in thefe Parts.

4 Some Travellers, particularly the Dutch, gave romantic
and idle Accounts of thefe People, as that they were eleven or
twelve Foot high ; that they tore up whole Trees by the Roots;
threw Stones of fo vaft a Size, at their Boats, that they were
capable of finking them ; that they were Man-Eaters, .

D3 they
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they fixed Flints that were well enough wroughts
and carried with them a kind of Stone Knife, which -
they always laid on the Ground, together with their
Arms, whenever they approached the Spamiards, as
an Indication that they trufted themfelves in their
Hands. Their Huts were made of the Branches of
Trees interwoven one within another ; a Hole being
left in the Roof, which terminated in a Point, for
the Smoke to pafs through. Their Canoes made
of Barks of large Trees, were tolerably well
wrought ; and thefe would not hold above feven or
eight Men, they being but about twelve or fifteen
Foot long, and two broad . Their fhape was

retty much like that of the Vemetign Gondolas.

he Barbarians often repeated boo, hoo; but whe-
ther this was a natural Cry, or fomg¢ particular
Word in their Language 1s not known. They
feemed to have good natural Parts, and fome of
them foon learnt the Lord’s Prayer,

By the way, this Coaft of Terra del Fuego is very
high. The Foot of the Mountains is covered with
very and lofty tufted Trees; but the Tops of the
Mountains are almoft always covered with Snow,
In feveral Places tolerably good, and fafe anchoring
is found, where Ships may take in Wood and
‘Water. In our Paﬁ'age through thefe Straits we

+ Travellers are divided, in many Particulars, ig the Ac-
counts they give of the Inhabitants'of thefe Parts. They however
are univerfally agreed, that thefe People are very brave, but not
very numerous, That their Faces as well as Bodies are painted ;
and that their only Covering is a GOke or Mantle made of raw
Hides, or the Skins of Fith and ‘Fowls, tacked together with

reen Guts, The Women go bareheaded, hut wéar a Piece of
f’mgra‘-’s Skin to cover their Nudities. The Men wear a Cap
of Feathess. Their. Weapons are Clubs, Bows and Arrows,
pointeq either with fharp-Elints or Bones. Their Canoes are
made ‘put of hollow Trees; and their Nets of Guts and Si-
news,the Fibres of Barks of the Trees, and fuchlike. Their Food
is Penguins, Seals, Venifon, and other Game, taken ecitherat -
Scaoron Land. They live in Huts mads of Boughs.

difcovered
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difcovered to the left, at about three Leagues Di-
ftance, the States Ifland, which alfo feemed very
high and mountainous,

To conclude, ‘after pafling through Je Maire’s.
Straits, and coming'in Sight.of fome Iflands fpeci-
fied in our Maps, we began to feel the Rigour of
that Climate during Winter, by the extreme Cold
the Hail, and Showers of Rain, which poured
down inceffantly ; and by the Shortnefs of the Days,.
which are not above eight Hours long ; and being
very dark, feemed to form, in fome Meafure, one
continual Night. We now came into the tempe-
ftuous Southern Ocean, where we were affailed by
furious Gufts of Wind, which feparated our Ship
from that commanded by Mr. Fouquet. Here we
were buffetted by fuch violent Storms, that we were
more than once afraid of running upon fome un-
known Coaft. Neverthelefs, we did not advance
higher than 57 ; Degrees South Latitude *; and
after having ftruggled almoft a Fortnight with con-
trary Winds, we ply’d to Windward, and doubled
Cape Horne, the moft Southern Point of Terra del
Fuego. We here obferved another Error in our
Maps, they placing Cape Horne in 57 5 Degrees
which muft be a Miftake ; for tho’ weadvanced in-
to that Latitude, as was faid above, we yet kept
pretty wide of this Cape,” and did not come in.fight
of it 3 whence we conclude, -that its true Situation
is 56 + Degrees, at moft.

® None of the above Straits are now uofed ; Ships bound to
the Ssath-Sea, ftanding away to the South-Eatt, cill they come
into 59 or 60 Degrees ; and by that Means go quite round Terra
* del Fuzgo, and the feveral Iflands about it. 'The only Difficulty
they meet with in this Courfe, is Mountains of Ice, which yet
do not prevent their Paffage. The Cap:ains Cowley, Dampier,
Rogers and Sharp went yound Cape Horn, and by that Means
faved a confiderable Time by avoiding the Straits of Magellan.
Some of them advanced as far as Latitude 61 Degrees, 53
Minutes ; fo that the Ship on board which Father Nye/war, did
not fland far enough to the South.

D4 As



.40 TRAVELS of the Jrsurzrs,

As the greateft Difficulty in this Part of our
Courfe had been to double Cape Horne, we now
Proceeded with greater Eaft ; and came, infenfibly,
into more gentle and pacific Seas, fo that, after 2
Voyage of four Months and a half, we arrived in
the Harbour of Conception, in Chili, where we caft
Anchor the 13th of May. In this City isa Col-
lege of Jefuits, where our Fathers received us with
all pofiible Demontftrations of Joy. Comception is an
Epifcopal City, but neither rich nor populous, tho”
the Soil be fruitful ®. For this Reafon every Thing
is much cheaper in thefe Parts than in Perw, except
European Goods, which fell much dearer here. The
Houfes are low, ill built, unadorned, and not well
furnithed, The Churches fpeak the Poverty of the
Country, and the Streets are like thofe of our Vil-
lages in France. 'The Harbour is handfome, fpaci-
ous, and fafe, tho' expofed pretty much to the
North Wind, at leaft in Winter and Autumn,
A Week after our Arrival at Conception, the Muri-
net, which had been feparated from us, as was be-
fore obferved, came and dropt Anchor in this Har-
bour ; and by that Means removed the fad Appre-
henfions we were under, of her having met with
fome Difafter. We ftaid at Comception no longer
than was neceffary for us to take in fome Refrefh.
thents, and to reft ourfelves after the Fatigues of

* This is one of the moft comfiderable Cities in Chik. Be-
fides being the Scat of a Bifhop, tis alfo that of a Sparis Go-
vernor, and of a royal Audience. Its Bay is in the Form of a
Crefcent ; the Ifland of Santa Maria lying before it, and form-
ing a good Harbour. The Town, to Landward, is encom-
pafled by Hills, which rife gradually one above another, and are
planted with Vines and Fruit-trees, in a femi-circular Form,
the Profpe&t from the Sea being extremely agrecable. ‘The Town
ftands above forty Miles from the Sea, and yet is rich 3 and a
very confiderable Trade is carried on there, it being fituated on
the River Topocalma, at whofe Mouth is Porto di Val Paradice.
Our Jefuit differs from mcft- other Travellers I have met with,
when he declares the Inhajitants to be very poor.

our
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our Voyage. Thus, a Fortnight: after, we failed
for Peru, leaving, at Comception, the Murins:, foo
requiring more Time for refitring, and-taking in
Refrethments. C ’

The firft Harbour in Perx wheye we caft Anchor
was that of Arica *, in aboug 59 Degrees South Lae
titude. This City and Port were formerly very fae
mous, that being the Place. where the Spamiards
uled to thip the immenfe Treafures drawn by them
from the Mines of Potofi, and thence catry thein
Sca to Lima. But ever finca the Englifh Privateers
have infefted thefe Seas, it -hias been thought fafer
to convey them by Land, tho? at.3 greatér Expence.
We (taid near five Monthy in this Port, and that of
Hilo, which is but thirty Leagues from it, and hasg
nothing remarkable, Our Chirs Mifion engrofied
our whole Thoughts, fo that this long Delay ap.
?wed inexpreflibly tedious ; and we now. began to

ear that our Ships wauld not perform the Voyage
to Chine. The moft remarkable Circumftance in Pers
is, that neicher Grain +, Hail, Thunder or Lighs-
ning, are ever feen in that Country ; the Weather
being always beautiful and ferene. A fouthern
Breeze, which blows generally, and is as the North
Wind in France, cools the Air, and makesit more
fupportable ; but Earthquakes are frequent here;

® This Town ftands 100 Leagues North-weft of Potgf. The
Town, which is large, is inhabited by Spaniards, Indians, and
Mulattos. The Harbour is good.

4 The nataral Caufe of this perpetual Drought, is thus ac-
counted for by Zarate the Spani/e Hiftorian. !§= obferves that
the South-welt Winds blow upon the Peruvian Coatt all the Year
round ; and the Ocean is call:l Pacific, becaufe the Winds ne-
ver difturb the Waters. Thefe eafly Gales always bear away the
Vaponrs from the Piains, before they can rife and form a Body
fufficient to defcend in a Shower ; but when they are garried far-
ther and higher, they grow more compaét; and at length fall,
by their own Weight, in Rain. 4 Foyage round the World, by
William Betagh, page 268. :

there
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there happening two or three during our Abode in
thefe Parts, o :

After making fo long a Stay in Arica and Hilo,
we failed for Lima, and caft Anchor before Pifco *,
which is but forty Ledgues from it. There for-
merly ftood near this Port a famous City, fituated -
on the Sea-fhore ; but it was almoft entirely ruined
and laid wafte by an Earthquake that happened the
19th of Ofteder, 1682, on which Occafion Lima
1 fuffered alfo very confiderably ; for the Sea break-
- ing its ufual Bounds, fwallowed up that unhappy
City, which the Spamiards have endeavoured to build
at a little farther Diftance, and a full quarter of a
League from the Sea. A large and beautiful Col-
lege, of our Society ftood in that City ; and ano-
ther College is now building in the new City. As
the reverend Father, Re@or of Limas, had invited
us to come by Land to this Capital of Pers, which
ftands near Callao, whither our Ships were to fail,
Father de Brafle and I went thither, to reft ourfelves
a little after our very tedious Voyage. Our Spani/b
Fathers, who had long waited impatiently for our
Arrival, indulged us the higheft Teftimonies of
their Love and Efteem.

Lima, Capital of Perw, and the ufual Refidence
of the Viceroy, is larger than Orleans. The Plan
of the City is beautiful and regular. It ftands in a

® This is a Port Town, and the Country about it is moun-
tainous, but the Vallies produce good Wine, a great deal of
which is exported. : )
4+ 'Tis related that the moft violent Earthquakes ever felt at
Lime, were in 1586 and 1687. Wafer, who was the laft men-
tioned Year in thofe Seas, tells us, that his Ship felt fo prodi-
gi;us a Shock, that he imagined they had ftruck on a Rock ;
afterwards founding, he could find no Bottom ; and as the
Water they took up was mixed with Sand, they were periuaded
that the Shock procceded from an Earthquake. We are told,
thae Ships, at 150 Leagues from Lima, were fenfible of this
Earthquake. : ’

3 : Plain
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Plain at the Foot of the Mountains. *Tis watered
by a fmall River, the Stream of which, tho’ fmall,
is yet fwelled inan extraordinary Manner in Sum-
mer, by the Torrents which rufh from the neigh-
bouring Mountains, when the Snow melts. - In the
Center of Lima, is a large, beautiful Square, on
one fide whereof Ttands the Viceroy’s Palice, which
is far from maggificent; and on another are the
Cathedral, and the Archiepifcopal Palace, “The
two remaining Sides are compofed of private Houfes
and Tradefmens Shops. e fad ' of the
general Ruin and Defolation, caufed by the Earth-
ake ablz‘)vemh:ntioned, are ftill feen here.  As
hquakes n very frequently in Peris, the
Houfes are not ﬁ:ielt very hi;l’?. Moft of thoft in
Lima arc but of one Story; aré built of Clay -or
‘Wood, and covered with a flat Roof, which fetves
as a Terrals. But tho’ the Houfes make but an in-
different Figure, the Streets are handfome, wide,
ftrait 3 and interfeGted, at certain Diftances, by
crofs Streets, (but narrower) for the Conveniency of
Trade. The Churches in Lima are magpnificent,
they being built according to the Rules of Art,
and after the beft Models in Jtaly. The Altars are
neat, and very richly adorned ; and tho’ there are a
great number of Churches there, they yet are all
vaftly fplendid. A great Profufion of Gold and
Silver is employed about them ; but then the Work-
manthip is not equal to the Richnefs of the Mate-
rials ; and the Works in Gold and Silver here, are
vaftly inferior in Beauty and Delicacy to thofe of
Framee and Italy. There are five Houfes belonging
to our Order, in Lima, the chief of which is St
Pauls College.

The Port of Lima, commonly called Callso, is
but two Leagues from the City. *Tis a very fafe
and large Harbour, it being able to contain a thou-
fand Ships, Generally about twenty or thirtyfare

: “Cofeen
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feen lying in it; and thefe are employed by the
Merchants for ‘carrying on, their Trade, to Chili,
Panamas, and other Ports of New Spaih. Sorhe
Ships belonging to his Catholic Majefty lie' there,
but they are unrigg’d, .and only rot in the Water,
The Fortrefs, which is a ftrong one, commands the
go,r;, and has a gteat number 'of Cannon, all of
rafs. . : .
"Here, reverend’ Father, would be the proper
Place fot deferibing this famous Kingdom ; for giv-
ing you a particular Account of its Government,
anticntand modern, and'its Mines fo famous through-
out all Europe; as likewife its'Quialities, the Man-
ners of the Inhabitants, and the Fruits and Plants
peculiar to Perx; but as the doing of this would
require more Time, ‘and much mote Abilities than
T am Matfter of, you’ll be fo good as to be fatisfied
with what I here fend you ®.
We

® Captain Besagh having given & Defcription of thofe Parts,
ina Tafte and Manner very different from thofe with which the
efpits favour us, I fhall give fome Extra&s from him; Lima
shg's he) is the Mctrogolis of Peru, and the Seat of an Archbi-
p- 'Tis a regular built City, the Streets being aH ftrait and
fpacious ; {o that you go through it almoft.every Way withount
turning a Corner. 'Tis compofed of litile Squares, and
ftands in an open Vale, having only a .gentle Stream to water
it 3 and which divides it as the Thames does' London from South-
awart, allowing for the great Difproportions The Port of Li-
wa is Callas, feven Miles below it. The Houfes are only one
Story high, of twelve or fourteen Foot, becaufe of the frequent
Earthquakes in that Country. ‘There are about eight Parifhes,
three Colleges for Students, twenty-eight Monafteries for Friars,
and thirteen Monafieries of Nuns; fo that the Religious take up
a fourth Part of the City. However, by the eafy flow of Mo-
ney, and the vaft Sums bequeathed, they are all well endowed
and fupported. There alfo are two Hofpitals for the fick, poor,
and difabled, in which feveral of car Men were kindly looked
afier. The Length of the City from North to South is two
Miles *; the Breadth one and a half;; the Wall, with the Ri-
ver,

® Jx Mr. Salmon, *tis_faid to be four Miles in Length, and tave
én Breadtb. Modem Hiftory, Vol. Ill. pag. z70.
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‘We now had ed ourfelves fome Mondss in
Lsma, when our ins told us,. that being una.
ble

ver, making 8 Circumference of fix Miles. On the Eaf Side
of the Stream lies the other Part of the City, being joined by s
very handfome Stone Bridge of five or feven Arches.

I compute that there are now fixty or feventy thoufand Per-
fons in Lima, all Sorts and Colours included; and I don"t won-
der at any Multiplicﬁ':n in a City which is the Center of fo
mach Aflaence and Pleafure. For befides the natural Increafe
of the Inhabitants, all Ships which trade that Way, whether
private or public, gencrally leave fome’ Deferters who chufe to
fiay behimr, becau%e of the Encouragement which all white Faces
meet with.

‘The Inhabitants are thus diftinguithed.
Spamiards. Natives of O/d Spaix.
reolians., Born in America of white Parentt.

Malatios. Iffue of White and Negro.

Meflizes. 1fTue of White and Indian.

Quartron Ngros.  Born of White and Mulatto,
Quartron Irdians. Born of White and Meftizo.
Sambo de Mulatta. Negro and Mulatto.

Sambo de Indian. Negro and Indian.

The Iffue of Sambo Mulatta and Sambo Indiax are called
Giveros. ‘They are thought to have the worft Inclinations and
Principles, and when known are banithed the Kingdom *®.

Hence proceed endlefs Denominations according to the Variety
of Mixture ; and fome People make it a Science to know the
Multiplicity of Caftes, and to give them a Name; but the a-
bovementioned are the Principal. ’Tis thought creditable to
mend the Breed, by afmdini or growing whiter: But a Def-
cent or Cafte the other Way 1s called Saltatras, from Saltare
retrd, to leap backward ; and is looked upon as feandalous, and
the being bafe-born. :

Of all Parts in the World, the People here are the moft ex-
penfive in their Habits. The Men drefs as in Eng Jand, their Coats
befng made either of Silk or fine Exg#/s Cloth, and Hair- Cambletsg
embroidered or laced with Gold and Silver; and their Wait.
coats commonly of the beft Brocades. The Women never wear
Hoops or Stays, only a fitched Ho/land Jacket next their Shifts,
They generally throw over their Shoulders a fquare Piece of
§wan-skin Flannen, entirely covered with Flanders Lace, befides

. the

® *Tis bighly wnjup, to banifp all fuch in general, and st
limit this Punifbment 1o thofe only awbo may have commitied fome
Guilk. Dcfeent or Colinr are furely, in themfelaes, o Crimes.
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ble.to fail any farther, they were indifpenfably ob-
liged to return to France. This Refolution did not
~; furprize ;
i
the Silver or Gold Lace round the Petticoat. When they walk |
out,- the Creolian Women are veiled, but not the Mulattas, and
they wear no Head-cloaths till the Age of thirty or forty, their
Hair -being tied behind with fine Ribbons. But the Pride of
both Sexes appears chiefly in Mecblin and Bruffels Lace, with
which they trim their Lincn in a moft extravagaat Manner, not
omiiting even their Sheets and Pillows. Befides the covering of
the Mantle abovementioned, their Linen is doubly bordered with
it at T'op and Bottom, with Ruffles of four or five Furbelows
banging down to the Knce. Then as to Pearls and-coftly Stones,
which they wear in Rings and Bracelets for the Neck and Arms,
they are very immoderate ; tho’ the Value is hardly equal to the
Appearance. .

Of all the Convents in Lima, that of St. Dominpo is the
richctt. I was prefent at the Elettion of a Provincial or Go-
vernor of the Dominicans. A large triumphal Arch was built
crofs the Strect ; the Infide lined with Scarlet Cloth and Velvet,
and hung all over with Jewels and wrought Plate. Thro’ chis
Arch the principal People of Lima paft, with the new Provin-
cial at their Head, he ftopping to hear a fhort Oration fpoke by
a Girl on_that Occafion; and then proceeded to his Convent in
order to finith the Solemnity. T'he Proceflions in Lima are made
with greater Pageantry and Shew than thofe of Esrope. Many
Fireworks are played off on thofe Océafions, and the Managers
of our Playhoufes might take many good Hints from their Ma-
¢hinery, &c. .

The Viceroy's Salary is ten thoufand Pounds Sterling a
Year, and his Perquifites twice the Sum. All Places are in his
Gift, both in the Government and in the Army throughout
Peru, unlefs particular Perfons are fent and nominated by the
King. The judicial Court confifts of twelve Judges, not to men-
tion inferior Officers, - Council and Solicitors. Here all Caufes
ought to be determined ; but they often are decided beforehand
in favour of the Party who gives moft Money. Tho' this wide.
extended Country aboands in Riches, yet there is not abundance
of Work for the Lawyers, the Statutes being few and plain ; a
ve;z happ% Circumftance for the People.

et in Peru there are Corregidors or Magiftrates in Dittrilts
from Lima, who find Ways and Means to opprefs the Poor /»-
dians,” notwithftanding they are perjured if they trade with them.
‘The poor People live chiefly by Husbandry and by working in
the Mines; and the Spanis Court have found it neceffary to for-
bid the Coriegidors trading with them, in order to fecure them
the quiet Poffetfion of the Fruits of their Labour. To clude thlis
ath,
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furprize us in any Manner. Thofe Commanders
had their Reafons for going back; however, we

were

Oath, another Perfon procures, underhand, a Parcel of Ewre-
pean Goods, and difperfes them among the Iadians, who, the®
they want none of them, muft buy them at three or four hun-
dred per Cext. more than prime Coft ; 2 Time being fixed for
the Payment of the Money. Thefe Hardthips are paft retriev-
ing, becanfe every Magiftrate knows his Reign is but thort, and
if be does not make a Fortune he is langhed at. They there-
fore wink at one another ; and as the. Diftance between Persand
Spain is fo great, the King’s Orders are feldom regarded, it
taking up two Years to go backwards and forwards, which gives
Omgm for many clandeftine A&s: For the King, according

to Law, ht to haveatwentieth?tnofﬂlthe%o
fifth Part of all the Silver ; but there are vaft Quantities that
never pay Duty, which are carried privately over the Continent
the North Way, as well as Southward by trading Ships. And
tho' prodigious Sums are allowed for the Militia, éarri ons, and
Repairs of Fortifications, yet half of them are not applied.
Hence we may conclude, that immenfe Sums would come into
the Tz:.f':;y at Madrid, if his Catholic Majefty was but faith-
The try in Pers is naturally fubjet to Earthquakes, but
notwithftanding the Parts near the Coafts have fuffered greatly
by them, yet the Churches are pretty lofty, and neatly built.
That Part of the Building which requires moft Strength is ge-
nenally finifhed with barnt Bricks ; but their Houfes are all buile
of Bamboo Canes, and Bricks dried only by the Weather, which
dorable cnon‘g:‘ becaufe it never rains. The Covering is a
with Athes upon it, to keep out the Dews, this being
Wet they have. One would expe&t it much hotter here-
than it is, there being no Proportion between the Heat
Climate in America, and the fame Degree of Latitude in
Africa, and for thefe two Reafons ; firfl, the cool Temperature
of the Air, proceeding from the congealed Snow on the Moun-
tains, which diffufes itfelf every way ; and fecondly, the humi-
dity of the Vapours that hang over the Plains, and which are
fo frequent, that when I firft came to Lima [ often expeted it
wonld rain. Thefe Vapours are not fo coarfe, nor fo low as our
Fogs, nor feparated above like our Summer Clouds; but an Ex-
haladion between both, being fpread quite round, as when we
fay the Day is overcaft : So that fometumes a fine Dew is felt up-
on the outward Garments, and difcerned by the Eye upon the
Nap of the Cloth.. *Tis a great HapPind{ for the People of
Lima to be thus fcreened, one half ot the Day from the Sun;
and though the Afternoon be Sun-fhine, 'tis yct very tolerable,
- . being

£
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wrere wnder the greateft' Concern, fince we thereby
faw ourfelves f ed, ‘at leaft for a Time, of our
fondeft

being mixt with the Sea-breezes, and not near fo hot as in Lif-
Bon, and fome Parts of Spain, which are Thirty Degrees
farther from the Equator. . : .

The want of Rain in this Part of the Continent obliged the

r but happy Indians, before they were conquered, to make

E?ains and Canals for bringing down Water from the diftant
Mountains; and this they have done with fuch great Pains and
skill, that the Vallies are kindly refrefhed, producing Grafs,
Corn and Variety of Fruits; to which the Dews above-men~
tioned, may alfo contribute in fome little Meafure.

‘They have Plenty of Cattle, Fowl and Fifh, and all Provi-
fions common to us, Butter excepted, inftead of which they ail-
ways ufe Lard. They have Oil, Wine and Brandy, but not fo

as in Exrgpe. They drink much of the Jefuits Herb Ca-
mini, brought from Paraguay by Land, all Eaf-India Tea
being prohibited. They make a Decoltion of it, and fuck it
throeghi a Pipe or Quill. 'Tis generally called Mattea here, be-
ing the Name of the Bow! out of which they drink it. Cho-
ooi.t'e is their ufual Breakfaft, and a grace Cup after Dinner:
Sometimes they drivk & Glafs of Brandy for Digeftion, but
fcarée any Wine atall. Ia the Kingdom of Chi/i they make 2
lictle Butger, fuch as it is, and their manner of making it is se~
markable. The Cream, "is put into a Sheep-skin, ftript off
whole, and kept for ‘that Purpofe: After tying the Ends
faft, two Women lay it on a Table, and fthake and foufe it be-
tween them ’till it comes. )

Tho' the Spaniards are no Friends to the Bottle, Gallantry
and Intrigue are here brought to PerfeQion, they devoting fo
much of their Time to the Service of the Fair, that #enus feems
to keep her Court here. "Tis thought unpolite not to keep a
‘Miftrels, and fcandalous not.to maintain her handfomely. The
‘Women have many Accomplilhments, both natural and ac-
quired : Their Converfation is free and fprightly, their Motiog
graceful, their Looks winning, and their Speech and Words en-

aging. They.all have a delicate Shape, not injured by fif-
%odied Stays, but left to the Beauty of Nature ; fo that a crook-
ed Perfon is never feen among them. Their Eyes and Teeth are
particularly excellent, and their Hair being generally of a dark,
polithed Hue, is finely combed, and platted and tied behind with
Ribbons, but never difguifed by Powder ; for the Brightnefs of
their Skin round the Temples, appears very wall haded thro’
the Hair, like Light in 2 Landskip.

3 The'
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fondeft Expeations.  Thus, after earneftly recom-
mending this Affair to Heaven, and humbly be-
fe=ching the Holy Ghoft to point to us bow to a&
in fo delicate a Canjuncéture, we refolved to go far
Mexico, and from thence to the Pbilippines, whence
we might eafily reach China. Father de Rives, one
of our Companions, being very much weakned by
the Fatigues he had gone through in our long Voy-
age, was obliged to return to France, on board of
the Ships which had brought us to Pers.
- With regard to us, whom Heaven has hitherto
been fo gracious as to preferve in good Health, tho®

Tho’ all have Amours in Lima, yet the Men are careful in
concealing them, no indecent Word or A&ion being allowed in
pablic. ‘They have two ufual Times for thefe Amufements,
one at the Sizffa, or Afternoon’s Nap, which is commonly with
ths Mifhrefs ; the other is in the Evening crofs the Water in
Calathes; oratthe great Square in the Town, where the Calathes
meet in great Numbers towards the Dusk.  Thefe are {lung like
our Caaches, but {maller ; and many of them fit only for two fit-
ting oppofite. They arealways drawn by one Mule, with the Ne-
gro-driver upon his back ; and it is ufual to obferve, amon.
‘thefe Calafhes, feveral of them with the Windows clofe up, ftand-
ing #ill for half an Hour together.

Ln thefe Paftimes they have feveral Cuftoms peculiar to them-
f:lves  After Evening Prayers, a Gentleman changes his Drefs,
from a Cloak into a Montero, or Jotkey coat, with a Linen
Jaced Cap, and a Handkerchief about his Neck, inkead of Pe-
suke. If he wears his Hair, it muft be tucked under his Cap,
and this flapt all down ; fo that it is an univerfal Fathion to be
difguifed fome Way or other ; for thofe who bave no Mi{trcfs.
arc athamed to be thought frictly virtuous, and muft be in fome
Ma:k or other to countenance the Mode ®. But all this is at
Night. They have an eftablithed Rule to prevent Quarrels, agd
that is, never to fpeak or take Notice of one another, wpethpr
they are oing in queft of amorous Game, or vifiting their La-
dies ; fo xﬁu, in fhort, the firft Part of ‘the Night is 2 Mafquerade
all the Year round. See Beagh's Popage round the World, pag.
257, &e. '

® Thefe Spaniards feem to be as diffolute as the lewdeft Greeks.
What Idea are ave 1o form of the Mummers of a Place, where a
Perfon is to blu, merely for bis fancying bimfelf 10 be thought
chafie !

4 E we
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we are fully fenfible of the Toils we muft neceffarily
undergo, in our Voyage to China, we yet fhall un-
dertake it with Courage, firmly perfuaded that
Heaven will protect us, and bring us happily to the
Country we have fo long panted to vifit.

I am, &c.
J. A. X, NyverL.

-Father pE FONTANEY, to tbe Reverend Fa-
ther DE LA CHAISE, ’

ChewCh:n, a Port of China, in the Proviace of
Chekiam, 18 Leagues from Nimpo, 15 Feb, 1703.

Moft reverend Fatber,

S I am returning a fecond Time to Europe,
A to prefent our reverend Father-general with
the prefent State of the Miffions of China, I intend
to employ the fix or feven Months which our Voy - .
age will laft, in giving you a general Relation of
all our Tranfations, for near twenty Years, the
Time elapfed fince our leaving Framce ; you being
the Perfon to whom, under God, we are moft in-
debted for the Progrefs made by us in thefe wide-
extended Countries. I acquit myfelf of this Duty
much later than would have fuited my Wifthes; but
a mulrtiplicity of Affairs which required Difpatch,

“ would not allow me Leifure fufficient for exprefling
- my Gratitude ; or for advifing with you concern-
ing the beft Expedients, by which the Gofpel-La-
bour, and the Converfion of the Infidels, may be
promoted. ‘
*Twasabout theYear 1684, asyou may remember,
* that Providence gave us an Opportunity of fending
.Freib Miffionaries to China. The Mathematjci-
i ’ ans
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ans were employed by his Majefty’s Order,. in
France, in recifying and improving Geography.
The royal Academy of Sciences, who had the Di-
rection of this Affair, had fent fome of their ableft
Members into the feveral Parts of the Ocean and

" of the Mediterrancan; into England, Denmark, A-

Jrica, and the American I0lands, to make the necef-
fary Obfervations. But the Managers were more
puzzled with regard to the Choice of the Perfons
who fhould be fent into India and China, as thofe
Countries are lefs known in France ; and as the Aca-
demicians might perhaps not meet with a favoura-
ble Reception, or give Jealoufy to Foreigners, in
the Execution of their D:fign. For this Rcafon
the Jefuits were pitched upon, as having Miffions
in all thofe Countrics ; and as their Vocation is to
vifit all Places where there is a Likelihood of mak-
ing Converts,

The late Monfieur Colbert was pleafed one Day to
invite Mr. Caffini and I, to communicate his Defigns to
me. That fagacious Minifter addreffed me in the fol-
lowing Words, which I fhall never forget. The Aris
and Sciences (Fatber) are not of (o much Worth, as to
merit your taking the Pains to crofs the Seas *, and to
ke in another World, far removed from your native
Couniry and your Friends. But as a Defire of con-
verting Infidels, and winning over Souls to Cbrif}, of-
ten prompt the Fatbers of your Society to undertake
Juch Vayages, Iwifb they woujd make all poffible Advan-
tages of thofe Opportunities ; und that, whenever they
are not fully employed in Preaching, they would make a
confiderable number of Obfervations in the feveral Places

® If the great Mr. Colbert did exprefs himfelf to the Jefuit in
this Manner, he poffibly thought difterently 5 it not being nata-
ral to fuppote, that a Minifter of his Abilities fhould imagine,
that the ll:provemcnt of the Arts and Sciences are not of fo
much Cenfequence, as to deferve that the greateft Hazards fhould
be run for the Sake of improving them.

E2 they
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they vifit, for the greater Improvement of Arts and
Sciences.

This Defign was not then put in Execution, and
the Death of that great Minifter fufpended it for
fome Time : But his Majefty being determined, two
Years after, to fend an Embaflador extraordinary to
Siam, Marquis de Lomvois, who fucceeded Mr. Col-
bert, defired our Superiors to chufe fix of our Fa-
thers, well fkilled in the Mathematics, in order to
fend them into the abovementioned Country.,

I had taught the Mathematics eight Years in
our College in Paris, and had earneftly defired, for
above twenty Years, to be fent as a Miffionary into
China and Fapan : But whether I was judged un-
worthy, or that Providence referved me for another
Seafon, I continued in France ’tll this Time. As
Toon as it was known that I was feeking for Miffio-
naries to be fent to China, a great Number of very
excellent Perfons prefented themfelves for that Pur-
pofe, among whom Fathers Tachard, Gerbillon, I
“‘Comte, de Vifdelou, and Bouvet, were made Choice
of. ’

Thefe Fathers, and myflf, being come to Bref,
we failed from thence the 3d of March, 1685, af-
‘ter having been admitted Members of the Acade-
‘'my of Sciences; and furnithed, by his Majefty’s
‘Orders, with the feveral Mathematical Inftruments
- neceffary for making Obfervations. Having paffed

the Line, we difcovered all the Conftellations in the
Southern Hemifphere. There are very few re-
markable Stars near the Antartic Pole, but the Hea-
vens are full of them along the milky Way, from
Scorpio to Sirius. We don’t perceive any Thing
fenfible in the Northern Part. The great and little
- Clouds are very particular ; the fmall one appearing
as big as the Moon, tho’ not .above half the Size
“of the great Clond. When furvey’d thro’ a Telef
cope, they don’t feem to he-a Clufter of fmall Srars,

like
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like the Préfepe Cancri, or milky Way ; nor even
to be of a darkith, White Colour, like the cloudy
Andromeda, or the Head of Comets ; but they ap-
pear with all the Beauty of the reft of the Sky. .
The Foot of Cruzero, marked ¢ in Bayer, is
a double Star, compofed of two very glittering,
{fmall Srars, diftant from each other about the
h of their Diameter. It contains a third, at
a little farther Diftance from the other two, but
much fmaller. ,
We made fome Obfervations at the Cape of Good .
Hape, and in our Paflage from the Caps to the
Sureights of Sunda, of which the Public has been
already informed. We made feveral othersin China,
all which I fent into Europe ; and Part of them will
be inferzed in Father Gerdillow’s Voyages into Tar-
tary, which will foon appear in Print. You was
told, in Father Tacbard’s firft Voyage, the kind
Receptian we met with from the Dutch, at the Cape
of Good . Hope and in Batavia. Gratitude obliges
me to declare again, that Words could never ex-
prefs the Civility they fhewed us. We there
found feveral Roman Catbolics, fome of whom were
fo happy as to confefs themfclves, which they had
not an Opportunity of doing for feveral Years.
Thefe poor Creatures are very much to be pitied.
They s)c:vc their native Country inconfiderately 3
go to Holland, and there enter into the Service of
the Dutch Eaft-India Company, by whom they are
fent to India, whence they are notallowed to return,
But their greateft Misfortune is, the being denied
the Exercife of their Religion in that Country ;
and there being no fuch Thing as Maffes, Confef-
fions, Communions, or Priefts to remind them of
their Duty, and affift them -in their expiring Mo-
ments. Perhaps a greater Number of People would
enter among the Dusch, and even ferve them more
faithfully, if they would but allow the Roman Ca-
E 3 thalics
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tholics the free Exercife of their Religion. or at
leaft procure them the Neceffaries they ftand fo much
in need of.  After comforting them to the beft of
our Power, we exhorted them to perfévere in the
Faith, to keep ftritly God’s Commandments, and
to fuffer Evils with Patience.

We arrived at Siam about the End of September,
1685, our Voyage having been very propitious. We
met with a moft gracious Reception from the King,
and Mr. Conflance his Minifter. We endeavoured,
during our Abode in this Kingdom, not to be ufe-
lefs in it. Fathers Gerbillonand Vifdelou preached the
Advent and Lent Sermons in the Portugueze Church s
and when we were not in Loove, we always heard
the Confeffions regularly, in that Church, on Sun-
days and all Feftivals.

Before my leaving Paris, I had agreed with M.
Calfini, to obferve an Eclipfe of the Moon, which
was to happen in that City the tenth of December,
'1685, about Nine at Night; and in the Kingdom
of Siam the 11th of the fame Month, about three
or four in the Morning. As it was to be total, and
might be feen in Paris and Siam at the fame Time,
it was very proper to dctermine exaltly, the Diffe-
rence of Longitude of thefe two Meridians; for
which Reafon we refolved to be extremely accurate.
The King of Siam hearing of our Defign, ordered
the Obfervation to be made in his Prefence. He
was then in Tfee-pooffone, a League above Loovo.
This is a Palace built by him on the fide of a Bafon,
at the Entrance of a Foreft, where he ufed to divert
himfelf with hunting Elephants.

We had prepared for the King of Siam an ex-
cellent Telefcope, five Foot long, thro® which he
faw the Eclipfe; we obferving it, at the fame Time,
four or five Steps from him, with Mr. Conflance,
who difcourfed with him, and ferved as Interpreter,
whenever he afked us any Queftions. The King

having
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having feen, the Night before, one of the Schemes
of the Moon, which has been engraved at the Ob-
fervatory in Paris, cried aloud, as he.was Jooking
at the Moon thro® the Telefcope, Tbis is the very
Tbing I faw Yefierday in the Scheme. The Ecliple
being remarkably encreafed, he afked why it ap-
reverfed in the Telefcope ; and after its to-
tal Immerfion, why the Moon’s Body was ftill vifi-
ble, fince it received no Light from the Sun? Thefe
Jjudicious Queftions proved the Solidity of the Ge-
nius of the King, who, on this Occafion, gave us
ticular Marks of his Favour ; and thefe would
ve increafed, had not his Death, which happened
foon after, in the manper univerfally known, broke
off the mighty Defigns he had formed for the Ser-
vice of Religion, and the Glory of the French
Nation.

We failed from Siam for China, in Fuly, 1686,
There were feveral Ships in the Road at that Time,
fome bound for Macas, in China, fome for Canton,
and for other Ports of that Empire. Mr. Com
fance faid, that they were all at our Service, but
advifed us not to go to Macao ; as did likewife the
Bithop of Metellopolis, and Father Maldonade, Su-
perior of the Houle of the Portugueze Jefuits.

Perfons of an upright Mind, who efteem a Na-
tion, are eafily perfuaded that it entertains a recipro-
cal Affection for them, and therefore may be fafely
trufted. For this Reafon, the Sufpicion which was
endeavoured to be raifed io our Minds, with regard
to the Portugueze, made little or no Impreflion up~
on us, fo that we refolved to fail for AMacas. Mr. -
Conflance fecing us thus fixed in our Refolution, ima-~
gined we had certain Affurances, from that Quarter,
which were unknown to him ; and therefore he now
employed his whole Endeavours to procure us the
ftrongelt Recommendations poffible to the Officers
of the City. The King of Sism himfelf was

E 4 pleafed
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pleafed to write a Letter to the Governor, to en-
gage him to treat us with Civility : - And imagined
he had the more Right to do this, as he was kind
to the Portugueze, who come and trade every Year
in his Dominions,

But God, whofe Eye was over us, did not think -
fic to make our Voyage fuccefsful. The Ship we
were on board of was thought very found and
tight, but proved very crazy 3 fo that, after five
Days fail, fhe leaked in every Part. The Pilot
who fteered her had been fhipwreck’d four or five
Times ; and this Man being refolved at all Hazards
to reach Macao that Year, would flill go forward,
tho’ the Wind was contrary, and increafing every
Moment. We were driving towards the Coaft of
Cambodia, where we fhould have perifhed mifera-
bly, in a few Hours, had not our Captain forced
the Pilot to fubmit; to fail before the Wind, and
feek for the firft Shelter we could meet with., 1 ne-
ver was in greater Danger, in thefe Seas, than on
this Occalion.

As we had not fet fail above fix or feven Days,
we imagined it was not too late for us to reach the
Bar of Siam, and to embark in another Ship, in
order to get to China that Year. We therefore
took Guides, to condu&t us thither the fhorteft
'Way through the Forefts, but all to no Purpofe.
Thefe Guides, after rambling a Month, brought us
back, quite opprefled with Fatigue, to our Ship,
which, making eafy Sail, wascome to the River of
Siam in September, at which Time the Monfoon for
failing to China was over. We met the King of
8iam’s Gallies, which the Prince was fo gracious as
to ordér out for us, the Inftant he heacd the ill Suc-
cefs of our Voyage.

Our Return gave infinite Pleafure to Mr. Con-
Sance, who had fhewn great Reluctance at our go-
ing away. The Fear of our being ill treated in

Macao
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Macao was not withoutr Foundation s for the Chins
Ships retuming to Siam fome Months after, we
beard that Orders, bad been difpatched from Porsa-
gal, to feize, in Macas, all fuch apoftolical Vicars
and Miflionaries as thould be found on Board any
Ships whatoever, except thofe of Portygal. We aw -
this Order put in Execution that very Year, A
Fraoncifian  of Mawila, in the Philippines, who
faiied from Siam at the fame Time with us, was
feized at his Arrival, together with the Captain
who had brought him. He afterwards was fent to
Goa, from whence he got Leave, with the greateft
Difficulty, to return to the Philippines.

The following Year we fubmitted entirely tothe
prudent Direction of Mr. Conffance. . This Minifter
always honoured us with peculiar Marks of his
Friendthip and Prote®tion. The Circumftance for
which we chiefly valued him, was the high Regard
he thewed to Religion, which excited him to form
she moft glorious Projects for the Propagation of
the Goipel. He protetted all the Miflionaries and
apoftolical Vicars, and affifted them in getting to
their feveral Miffions, by ordering all fuch Captains
of Ships as failed from Siam, to carry them fafe to
Cambodia, Cochin-China, Tomquin, or China; be-
flowing, at the fame Time, the moft liberal Alms
upon them. He rebuilt the Churches of the Je-
fuits and Deminicans in Siam; and the French Cler-
gy are infinitely obliged to him.

We have frequently bewailed the tragical End of
this great Man ; and it affe¢ted us the more, as it
was impoflible for him to avoid it: But Heaven, wha
cailed him that Inftant, infpired him with fuch a
Strength of Mind, as enabled him to bear up a-
gaintt this fevere Shock. The Siameze, who treat-
¢d him fo barbaroufly, doubtlefs inveighed againft
him for the noble Alms he had beftowed ; and for
the mighty Endeavours ufed by him, in order éo

X
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fix the Cbriftian Religion on.the moft folid Bafis in
India, But the very Circumftance which made him
guilty, in their Eyes, furnifhes us with the ftrongeft
Reafon to believe that God was merciful to him.

. I forbear to fpeak of the illuftrious Madam
Conflance; it being impoffible to think of what that
Lady fuffered, in this fad Revolution, without the
deepeft Concern. Our Countrymen in France are
not ignorant of the extreme Mifery fhe is ftill re-
duced ro; and ’tis a melancholy Circumftance that
they have it not in their Power to fuccour her, in a
manner agreeable to their Withes.

We left Siam a fecond Time, the rgth of Fune,
1687, going on Board a Chimeze Ship which was
failing for A%mpo. Befides our having taken all the
neceflary Precautions in this Voyage, Heaven was
pleafed to beftow its Blefling upon us in the moft
vifible manner.

The Chineze who conduéted us feemed vaftly fu-
perftitious. They had a little Idol in the Stern of
their Ship, before which they kept a Lamp burn-
ing Day and Night. They frequently offered to it,
before they fat down to Meals, the Meats prepared
by them for their own eating. But perceiving that
we would never tafte of fuch as had been thus of-
fered, they always laid a Portion afide, and never
prefented it to the Idol. But this was. not all the
Worthip they paid to the Idol in queftion. The
Inftant they faw Land, the Perfon who had the Di-
rection of the Idol, took painted Pieces of Paper,
‘cut in the Shape of Waves, and threw them into
the Sea, after making a very low Bow. Whene-
ver it was a calm, the whole Crew burft into loud
Cries, at Intervals, as though to call back the
Winds.  In tempeftuous Weather, they would
throw Feathers into the Sea, to quiet the Storm,
and drive away the Devil; but this fpread an in-
fupportable Stench in every Part of the Ship. Buc

their
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their Zeal, or rather their Superflition, increafed,
at the Sight of a Mountain, feen by thofe who pafs
the Canal of Cocbin-China. For the Sailors, be-
fides bowing and kneeling as ufual, and throwing
Papers, half burnt, into the Sea, began to framea
Ship four Foot long. This Ship had her Mafts,
Ropes, Sails, Streamers, Compafs, Rudder, Long-
boat, Cannon, Provifions, Goods, and even Ac-
count-book. On her Stern, her Head, and her
Ropes, were placed as many littlé Figures of paint-
ed Paper, as there were Men in our Ship. They®
put this little Veflel into a Litter, raifed her
with many Ceremonics, and carried her up and
down the Ship, a Drum beating, and a Brafs Bafon
founding at the fame Time. A Sailor, habited like
a Bonze, led up the March; and flourifhed a long
Stick, fometimes roaring aloud. At laft fhe was
let down gently into the Sea, the Spetators kecp~ -
ing their i‘.yes upon her till fhe difappeared. The
Bonze went to the higheft Part of the Stern, and
there continued hisNoife, probably by way of wifh-
ing her good Voyage *.

We were becalmed four Days, being off Emoui,
a City of China. The Sky was now overfpread
with very black Clouds; and the Wind blowing
jometimes North, and North-Eaft, threatned us with
a furious Storm. The Chineze being very much
terrified, invoked their Idol with greater Fer-

® This puts me in mind of two frolickfome young Women,
who were on board the Galliot (a Veflel which will hold zoo
Perfon:, and a Kind of Noab’s Ark, all Sor s of People being
admitted into ir) that gocs, upon the River Scize, from Paris
almeft to St. Cload. Thele French Girls made a Paper-Boat,
and throwing it into the Water, amufed themfelves with feein
it drive along with the Cuirent. Many of the Paflengers gaze
at this Paper Veflel, and feemed mightily diverted with its Voy-
age. The Difference, I believe, between the Chineze and the
French Girls in putting their feveral Veflels into the Water was,
the former did it in a yeligious View; whereas the latter, I
foppofe, theught of their Sweethearts on that Occafion.
1 vency
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vency than ever; and dreading one of the Storms,
which make the moft terrible Havock in thofe
Seas, attempted feweral Times to get athore, but
to no Purpofe. They all continued mournfully fi-
Ient, and were offcnded at the Mifionaries for talk-
ing o one another. Our Interpreter informed us
of this privately ; and declared, that they thought
our Tranquility and Compofure of Mind was as
bad an Omen as the Calm. We madea Vow to
St. Francis Xavier, Patron of thofe Seas, in or-
der to obtain a propitious Wind. Heaven indulg’d.
our Withes next Morning, fo that we proceeded
happily, between the Province of Fokien, and the
INand of Formofa, fome of whofe Mountains termi-
nated the Horizon.
At thirty or forty Leagues from Nimpo, we énter
a Labyrinth of Iflands, lying high, among which
a Ship feems Jot. We then thought it fafeft to
mark the Courfe which our Ship took, the Lands
# paffed between, and the Way it bore; and to
draw a particular Chart of thefe feveral Things,
for the Ufe of fuch Perfons as fail in thofe Seas.
This Chart points out our Courfe only, tho’ there
are others equally fafe, and perhaps better for Ships
of large Burthen, between thofe Iflands; for I re-
member that our Pilots often threw out the Sound-
ing-line, and found but four Fathom Water in fome
Places. ‘
The Englifb are beft acquainted with thofe Seas ;
of which they drew a general Chart three Years a-
go. They have taken the Soundings every where,
and vifited all thefe Iflands; and thereby know
which of them are inhabited, and which are proper
for watering. This took them fix Months, and is
a Work worthy the Curiofity and Induftry of that
Nation. I have feen one of thefe Charts, beauti-
drawn from a large Scale, now in the Hands
of Mr. Catchpole, a worthy Gentleman, at this
: Time
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Time Conful of China, and Prefident over the
whole Trade which the Englifh Eaft-India Company
carries on in that Country.
We at laft caft Anchor before the City of Nimpn,
the 23d of Fuly, 1687, thirty-four Days after our
leaving the Bar of Siam, and two Years and a half
fince our Departure from France. 1 thall not men-
tion the Joy we felt, nor the Prayers we offered op
to Heaven, when we found ourfelves arrived at the
Land we fo ardently wifhéd to fee,
Nimpo, which fome Europeans have called Liam-
9o, is a City of the firft Clafs of the Province of
Chekiam, and a very good Port in the Eafern Sea,
oppofite to Fapan ®. *Tis fitvated, according w
-our Obfervations, in twenty-nine De; rees, fifty-fix
Minutes North Latitude, and ftands five or fix
‘Leagues from the Sea. Ships come up toitin a
fingle Tide, alonga very fine River, whofe Breadth
is, at leaft, one hundred and fifty Fathoms, and
its Depth every where feven or eight Fathoms,
Salt-houfes ftanding on each fide, with Villages
and fruitful Fields, which are terminated by high -
Mountains, The Mouth of the River is defended
by a-Fortrefs, and a fma'l City of the third Clafs
called ng—bay, furrounded by Towers and
‘ftrong Walls. Here is an Office, where they take
an Account of all Ships which enter the Harbour.
The Cbhineze Merchants of Siam and Batavia come
-annually to Nimpo, for Sitks, this Province furnith-
ing the fineft in all China. Thoft of Fokien, and
the reft of the ‘neighbouring Provinces, are refor-
ting to it per ually

m'gf‘hc M};cmts of Nimpo carry on a great Trade
with Fapan, whither they ufed to refort as early as
the Time of St. Francis Xavier ; and °twas proba-
bly from them that he learnt the feveral Particulars

® It lies a {fmall Ma ter Jower than _7¢paa, in Ml's Map
now before me.

con-
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concerning China, which he wrote to Europe not
long before he died. 'We may conclude that he
intended to go to China in one of their Ships. Li-
ampo, Lib. IV. Epift. I. fays he, #s a great City of
China, not above an bundred and fifty Leagues from
Japan. I bave firong Reafons to believe, that this
jwi% be as the Gate by wbich the Miffonaries of our
Company will get accefs to this great Kingdom 5 and
that the otber Friars will bave an Opportunity of com-
ing thither afterwards, to gratify their ardent Defire
of -converting Infidels. I therefore intreat all fuch as
wifb for the Converfion of that People, to recommend
this Affair’to Heaven. "Lib. IIL Epitt. V. *Tis
probable, that at this Time, he had fome Thoughts -
of addrefling the Emperor of Fapsn himfelf, and
of defiring a Paffport: It being faid, that this
Prince then held fo amicable a Correfpondence with
the Emperor of China, that he even made ufe of one
of his Signets, to feal all Patents and Paflports for
Ships ; and for the Safety of all fuch Perfons as he
was defirous of fending thither.

I believe, reverend Father, we are the firft who
took this Courfe, which was pointed out even in
the Infancy of our Society, by the Apottle of India;
and he himfelf would probably have come this Way
to China, had not the Embafly of Fames Percira
been rendered fruitlefs, by the Avarice and Jealaufy
of the Governor of Malacca; and had St. Francis
but chofe to go to Nimpo, rather than to Sanchas,
where he dief.

*Tis related by Father Martini, that the Jefuits
had a Church at Nimpo in his Time ; but this Church
muft have been entirely deftroyed, during the Inva-
fion of the Tartars ; we notfinding, at our coming
thither, the leaft Footiteps of fuch a Building, or
of the Chriftian Faith, The Inhabitants were even
fo little accuftomed to fee Europeans, that the Po-

: : pulace
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flocked to gaze at us, as tho’ we had been
Men of a different Species from themfelves ®,
Thefe

* Nimpo, called by the Chineze Ningpo, is, in Father du Haldr's
Account of Chiza, a very good Port. 'Tis a City of the firt
Clafs, and has four of the third under its Jurifdition. It is fi-

tuated on the Confluence of two fmall Rivers, which aiter their -

Unioan form a Channel that reaches to the Sea, and is deep e-
nough for Veflels of 200 Tons. Thefe two Rivers water a Plain
{arrounded almoft with Mountains, and form a Kind of Oval
Bafon. The Plain, which is fo well cultivated that it refem-
bles a2 Garden, is foll of Towns and Houfes, and watered by »
Number of Canals which fall from the Mountains. The
, upon which one Part of the Suburbs ftands, extends to the
Foot of the Mountains ; is feparated into three Branches ; and js
aboat five or fix theufand Fathoms long, and fix oy feven broad.
Wichin this extent of Ground, are fixty-fix Canals to the
night and Ick of the principal one, fome of which are broader
than the chief Canal. This vaft Quantity of Water, thus con-
dofted with Art, renders the Plain exceedingly fruitful, and
canfes it to yield two Crops of Rice, befides which, the Chinexe
alfo fow Cotton and Palfe. Here sre a great Number of Tal-
Jow-trees.

The Air is every where healthy, and the Country pleafant”

and open.  The Sea abounds with Fith, all Kinds of Shell-fith,
and good Lobfiers. In the Beginning of the Summer, the Cbi-
mexze catch a Fith called Hoang, or the yellow Fith, which is
mach fought afier on Account of its delicate Tafte ; but as thefe
will not keep long out of Water, they are put in Glaffes, and
by that Means carried to any Partof the Empire. The Walls,
of Nimpo are 5074 geometrical Paces in Circumference ; and
from the Eaftern to the Weftern Gate, through a Street which
lies almoft in a dire@ Line, are 5274 large Paces. The Walls
which ate built of Free-ftone, are in good Repair, and capable of
every Kind of Refiftance, except that of a Cannon-Ball.

There is an Entrance into the City through five Gates, be-
fides the two Water-gates, as the Chinee call them, thefe being
two great Arches that open through the Walls, to give Paflage
for the Barks in and out of the City, which feveral Canals di-
vide. The only confiderable Building on the South-weit Side
is a Brick Tower feveral Stories high ; and before the Eaftern
Gate, lying moft to the South, s a Bridge built over the Kim,
and confifting of fixteen flat-bottomed Barks, faftned together
‘wi'h Iron Chains, aboat forty Fathoms long.

In the Chincze Pacleco, or Pifan, or triumphal Arches, a5
we call them, the Rules of ArchiteQure are chiefly feen. The
Streets, which are very parrow, appear more fo, cn Account of

the

1
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Thefe Mandarins, when Notice was brought of
our Arrival, defired a Vific from us, and behaved
with Civility. They then asked what was the Mo-
tive of our coming into their Country. We an-
fwered, that the Fame which the Emperor had all
the Warld over, and the Liberty he allowed Fo-
reigners to enter into his Ports, had prompted us
to undertake this Voyage ; that our Defign was to
live with our Brethren, in order to ferve the true
.God 3 and that we had heard, with the utmotft Sor-
-sow, that feveral of them were dead ; and that moft
of the reft, opprefled with old Age and Infirmities,
defired our Affiftance.
. Tadded, that Father Ferdinand Verbief had . in.
vited me, by a Letter which Father Coupls had
brought into Europe, to come into China. Thefe
Maudarins feemed to have a particular Regard for
‘Father Verbicf, and to be pleafed with our An-
fwers; fo that, had it been in their Power, they
doubtlefs would willingly have granted our Requeft,
of retiring to fome of the Churches of our Society.
But the Viceroy having our Religion in Abhorrence,
their good Intentions were of no Service to us. He

the Pent.houles which are over the Shops, infomuch that two of
our large Coaches could not pafs without Difficulty. This City
was facked during the lat War, bur has flousithed for fome
Years patt. There is a large -Garrifon here.

The: Entrance into Nimpo is difficult, efpecially for lar
Ships, there being but fifteen Foot over.the Bar in the highc%
Tides. The Chineze Merchants of Siam and Batevia come
into thefe Parts every Year topurchafe Silks, which are the fineft
in the Empire ; and the People of Fokiew, and of other Pro-
vinces, refort thither continually. Thefe People allo carry on
a great Trade to Fapan, Nangazaki being diftant but two Days
fail from thence. The Chineze carry thi:her Silks, Stuffs, Su-

ars, Drugs, and Wine ; andbring back Copper, Silver, and
old. About ejghtcen or twenty Leagues from Nimpe is an
Hland called Cheo cban. Iis harbour is very good, butnat com-
modious for Trade ; and.it is here that the Englib landed by
Chance, at their firft Arrival; they not being able to find Nim-

#0, among the Iflands on this Coait, .
1 blamed
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blamed them fo:ifamitting us to take a Houfe in
Nimpd, tho’ the Heat was {o violent, that it would
have been impoffible for us to have continued on
board our Ship. He afterwards wrote to the Tri-
bunal of Rites, defiring that all fuch Maftters of
Cbhineze Ships, as traffick .with the ncighbouring
Kingdoms, might be forbid bringing any Euwro-
peaxs into China. He poffibly hoped, as the An-
{wer fent by the Tribunal of Rights was unfavoura-
ble to us, that he might be at Liberty to confifcate
our Ship to his own Advantage, and feize upon
every Thing belonging to us. A
. In the mean Time, we immediately fent Notice
of our Arrival to the Jefuit who, refided in Ham-
chew, Capital of the Province, tho’ we did not yet
know his Name. We difpatched, at the fame
Time with eur Letters, thofe which you was pleafed
to give us for Father Verbicf. By the particular
Providence of God, it happened that the Miflionary
of Hamcben was Father ﬁr?j?er Intorcetta, a Sici-
kan, who had been imprifoned and banithed in the
haft Perfecution, ,Iéflon his coming into Ewrope in
1672, about the Affairs of his Miffion, I had wrote
® him, to inform kim of the Defire I had of meet-
ing him, and of devoting mylelf to the Service of
the Church of Chins. He therefore was overjoyed
when “Word was brought of our being come fo near.
God be praifed, fays he, for the Mercies which be,
ot laft, bas extended to us.  He faved you from Ship-
wreck, 10 preferve, by your Means, tbis affiiéted Mif-
Sion, wbich was dasly decreafing for Want of Labour-
¢erg. He immediately fent us one of his Catechifts,
a Bachelor, with two of his Servants; informing
us of the manner in which we fhould behave towards
the Mandarins. .

_Perceiving afterwards, by the Letter we fent him,
what were our Views, he thus anfwered us again,
in the Fullnefs of his Heart ; 2tz bave given me the

Vou. IL F moft
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moft [atisfagiory Account with regard to every Thing T
defired to kmow. The Moment I beard of your Arrival
in Siam, I figured to myfelf the [everal Particslars
Jyou mentioned to me : I know not whether it was owing
t0 a particular Infpiration, or barely to Conjecdure 5
this I can affirm, that I waited for you with the ws-
moft Impatience, and your Arrival gives me the bigheft
Confolation.

The only Circumftance which difturbed the Joy
of this holy Man, was the Refolution which the
Viceroy of Chekiam had taken, to write to the Tri-
bunal of Rites, in order that we might be com-
manded to leave Cbina. He addrefled Heaven on
this Occafion 3 and caufed public Prayers to be of-
fered up, in our Favour, in his Church.

During our Stay in Nimpo, we had more than
one Opportunity of difcourfing with the Mandarins
concerning the Greatnefs and Power of God. The
whole Country had been three or four Months with-
out Rain, which deftrayed the Harveft, and made
the Inhabitantsdread a general Famine. Fafts were
therefore appointed in the City, and Prayers in the
feveral Pagods. The Governor, who was uneafy
on this Occafion, thought proper to confult us with_
regard to the Caufe of this Drought; enquiring,
whether we ever had any fuch Thing in Europe,
and the Methods we ufed in order to deliver our-
felves from it. 'We replied, that as the God we
worfhipped was omnipotent, we always addrefled
him for that Purpofe ; and reforted to our Churches,
to implore his Mercy. But we bave done the very
Jame, replied he, for above a Month: We go to the
South-gate, and to the feveral Pagods in the City, but
all 10 no Purpofe. This does not furprize us, anfwered
we; and if you will permit us to [peak freely, you fball
be told the true Caufe. We then began to difcourfe
the Governor concerning God ; and informed him,
that he had created the Heavens, the Earth, Man,

. X . - and
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and every Thing in the Univerfe: That all Things
were dependant on him, Rain and Drought, Fa-
mine and Plenty, Evilsand Bleffings, with which he
either punithes or rewards Mankind as he fees proper :
That addrefling him, after the manner we did in
Enrepe, we prayed to the Power whom it was our

to implore : That he being the fupreme Lord
of alt Things, is therefore able to hear and anfwer
eur Prayers. But *tis different, replied we, with
regard to your Gods 5 they }ave Eyes, and fee not 3
Ears bave they, but bear not 5 and that becaufe as
thefe falfe Deities were formerly mere Men, they thete-
Jore were not able to exempt themfelves from the com-
mon Law of Mortality, nor the ufaal Confequences of
Deash : As therefore they bave neitber Senfation or Pow-
er at tbis Time, *tis no Wonder they dow't hear you.
Tbe Title of Deities, which they owe to the Favour of
the Emperors, or to the Superflition of the common
People, does not add the leaft Prerogative to what they
were in themfelves 5 nor inveft them with any real and
true Power, in order for them to difpofe of Rain, or
to command upon Earth over other Men.

The Governor gave us a patient Hearing, and
defired us to implore our God for Rain. Thar we’lf
do willingly, replied we 3 but as all the People frand
in need of that Bleffing, it is not fit that we only [bould
addrefs Heaven for this Purpofe. Well, fays he, PI
vifit you, to Morrow in order to worfbip the God of
Heaven, and offer bim Incenfe. We were making
Preparations for the Ceremony, when Word was
brought that the Governor, immediately upon his’
leaving our Houfe, on the Morrow, intended to go
with all the reft of the Mandarins of the City to a
neighbouring Mountain, there to facrifice to the
Dragon of the Waters, We therefore were of O-
pinion, that a divided Worfhip would not be a-
greeable to God 3 for which Reafon we fent our In-
terpreter, to inform him that a Man could not

F 2 worfhip
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worfhip two Mafters; and that if he would do us
the Honour to come and worthip the true God in
our Houfe, he muft not go elfewhere, The Go-
vernor anfwered, that as he was obliged to go to
the Mountain next Day, he therefore could not
come tous. Some Days after this a little Rain fell
but it was followed by fo violent a Storm, and fo
furious a Wind, that the Country was laid wafte,
and a great Number of Ships were loft on the Coatt.
*Tis thus Heaven fometimes punifhes Sinners 3 per-
mitting the Remedies which they defire moft earneit-
ly to be a fecond Punithment to them, and a great-
er Evil than any they had felt before.

The fecond of Nevember we were informed, that
the Emperor _invited us to Peking, he having fent
the gracious Order following : Lez them all come o
my Court, Such as are skilled in the Mathematicks
Jball refide there, and ferve me; and the reft may go
into the Provinces as they jball think proper. The In-
ftant the Imperial Order was fignified to us, we
were invited by the principal Mandarins of Nimpe,
to congratulate us on the Honour which the Empe-
ror had done us. We fet out immediately, and
paffed thro’ Hamcbeu ®, Capital of the Province,

where

* Hamcbeu is one of the wealthieft and largeft Cities in Chixa.
*Tis chiefly confiderable on Account of its Sitnation, which is as
advantageous as poffible ; alfo for the prodigious Number of its
Inhabiants, the Coaveniency of its Canals, and the Trade cu-
ried on there, of the fineft Silk in the World.

According to the Chineze Proverb, 'tis the terreftrial Paradife.
'T'is almoft of an orbicular Form, and about four Leagues in
Circumference, exclufive of the Suburbs. From the Eaft Gate
to the North is one League. It is faid ta contain above a Mil-
lion of Souls; the Officers who levy the Taxes having, upon
the'ir Lig, the Names of about 320,000 Families, in the City
ooly.

‘T'he Walls of Hasmcbeu are very lofty and thick. The Wa-

g ﬂ?wiFg ;n ;h; Cznals of the City is not clear ; and upon the
nals of the Suburbs are a prodigious Namber of Barks, w
whole Families dwell as DI, The Sucets are wery man

ina Diftni®.  The Sueets are very nar-
10w,
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where we had the Confolation to fee Father Intor-
cetta, and to fpend fome Days with him, The
Chriftians whom he had fent, received us on the Ri-
ver fide, and accompanied us to the Church, whi-
ther the Father waited for us. He led us to the

F3 ~ high

row, bat the Shops are commodious, and the Merchants aboand
in Wealth. Thefe Streets are embellithed with triumphal Ar-
ches, but chiefly in Places of great Refort. There are feveral
Monaments fet up in honour of fuch Mandarins, as had diftin-
guithed themfelves in the Difcharge of their Office, or were pro-
wmoted to the principal Dignities of the Empire.  Here likewife
are four great Towers, feveral Stories high. There alfo are
%000 Men, in Garifon, under the Tartarias General, and
3000 under the Viceroy. :
butT::’ there are large Gardens in this City, and the Houfes are
one Stoty, ‘tis furprizingly populons. The principal

ts are cronded like th'o?: of gnn}l:og:t with this Dplﬂ'ereng:.

no Women are feen 'in them. There is a Fortrefs for the Zar-
dariax Troops, which is feparated from the City by a Wall. A
River runs clofe by the Walls, and is a full League broad in.

Hassclyen is properly the ch}on of Silk, this being the chief
Comniodity wrought there. *L's faid that there are 60,000 Pes-
fons at work within the Walls; if fo, there maft be feveral -
bondred thoafands in the Parts adjacent, as Silk is wrought in
almof every little Village. . The flowered Taffetas and Sattins
¢alled Lintfe 3 and others quite plain, but clofe worked and even,
called Lao famg fe, made 15 this City, are reckoned the beft in
the whole Kmpire, and moft in requeft. But that which makes
this City delightful is a fmall Lake called Sibos, in the Neigh-
boa ‘This Lake is about two Leagues round, and its Wa-
ter: arc as Chryfal, fo that the fmallefl Pcbbles are feen at
the Bottom. ‘The Banks, where the Waters are fhallow, are
quge ccvered with the Flowers of Lien boa. In this Lake are
Pues, whereon handforse Walks are laid, which are paved with
fquare Stones, for the Conveniency of Foot Pafiengers. Here
are Caufeways lired with Free-flone; with Openings for
Boats to pafs thro’, and Bridges over thefe Openings. -

In the Center of the Lake are two fmall Iflands, to which
People commonly refort afier having diverted themfelves upon
the Water, in onc whercof a Temple fands with Houfes for
Enterminment. “The Sides of the Lake are alfo adorned with
Temples, and large Monafteries of Bonses; together with fine
Hml&, amosg which is a {mall Palace for the Emperpr, who.
makes ufe of it whenever he travels into the fouthern Provinces.
8ve Father du Halde's Account of China,



70 TRAVELS of the JesuiTs.

high Altar, where, proftrating ourfelves before our
Saviour’s Image, we worthipped the Lord who had
been fo very gracious to us.  We afterwards turn-
ed to the Father, when we embraced one another
with the utmoft Tendernefs. Our Joy and Gratic’
tude were exprefled by our Tears rather than by
our Words. This Father, who died fome Years
fince, was at that Time Vice-provincial of our So.
ciety in China. Tho’ quite hoary, and about three-
fcare, he yet was hale and vigorous. I have brought
his Pi¢ure into France. *Tis that which was paint-
ed after his Death ; and which, agreeably to the
Chineze Cuftom, was carried in the Proceflion when
his Body was laid in the Grave.

.We were honourably received in all the Cities
through which we paffed from Hamcbeu to Peking ;
being accompanied by a Mandarin, who prévided
us with every Thing neceffary. I know that fome
Perfons in France cenfure the Mifflionaries, for ac-
cepting the Honours which are paid them in Hes-
then Countries, ‘This I can affirm, that we don’t
feck after them, but avoid them as much as pofii-
ble; but noone who travels by the Emperor’s
Orders, can refufe fuch Diftin€tions, That Man
would be confidered as a Cheat, in the feveral Ci-
ties he was to pafs through, who fhould call him-
felf as Envoy ; one fent for by the Prince, and not
obferve the Article of the Ceremonial. The Ad-
vantage we gain by it, and which methinks no one
would flight, is, that fuch Miffionaries as trawgl
with thefe honourable Marks of Diftinction, -re-
commend to the Mandarins of the various Proe
vinces they pals through, the feveral Miffionaries
who refide in their Jurifdition ; and foften the Per-
fecutions which they fometimes fuffer through the
Malice of the Heathens ; not to mention that the
Chriffians, being thus fupported by their Credit,
enjoy Tranquility ; and the Heatbens, feeing our

haly
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Religion fo zealoufly proteéted, are not afraid
?:?mbi-acc it. I fonrbs';?.ry to fpeak of the good Of-
fices they do the Eurgpean Mercharnts, who fome-
times ftand in need of Recommendation in a Couns
try, where they are expofed to the Avarice and
Perfidy of certain Officers.

We did not arrive in Peking, till the 9th of Fe-
&ruary 1688. The whol¢ Court was then in Mourn-
ing for the Death of the Emprefs, the Emperory
Grandmother. The Jefuits were all feized with
Grief, for the Death of Father Ferdinand Verbieft, who
died ten Days before, of a lingring Difeate with
which he had been affliCted fome Years. This Ser-
vant of God had fuffered greatly for the Faith in
the laft Perfecution. However, his Credit was af
terwards fo confiderable, that he got his Brethren
recalfed from Banithment, and feftored to their
Churches ; where they employed themfelves in get-
ting together their fcattered Flock, who had fled
thirough fear of being banithed, or of having their
Paofleflions confifcated. From that Time he was
the Proteftor of the Faith, and of fuch Mifficna-
ries as were myolefted or perfecuted by the Manda-
rins, in the Provinces.

We fhall never forget that we owe our Entrance
into China to him; and that, by his Credit, the
pemicious Defigns of the Viceroy of Chekiam were
defeated. Our Joy would have been complete,
could we have had an Opportunity (as he defired)
of feeing him before he left this World ; of profit-
ing by his Advice; and been favoured with the
pradent Dire&ions of a Man, whom all the Cbrif-
tians in Cbhina, juftly confidered as their Father,
and the reftorer of our holy Religion in their Coun-
ay. But Heaven indulged us fufficient Bleflings of
another kind. As we did not intend to refide at
Court,but to difperfe ourfelvesin the Provinces,to la-
bour at the Salvation of Souls,we were more eafily re-

F 4 figned
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figned to the Will of Heaven, Father Gerbilloon,
relying on his Vigour, which the Toils he has un-
dergone have fince very much abated, was earneftly
defirous of going to the Extremity of the Province
of Xenfi, to the ancient Church of that holy Man,
Father Stepben Faber, a Frencbman. This is the
fevereft Miffion in China, and the moft deftitute of .
all human Confolation. Father Bowver was defirous
of going to Laeotung, and Eafiern Tartary, where
the Gofpel has not yet been preached. The reft of
the Miffionaries had not yet taken any Refolution.
During this, we all refided in the Jefuits Houfe at
Peking, where I met with Father Anthony Thomas.
The Funeral of Father Verbief was folemnized
the 11th of March 1688, at which we attended ;
and the Order obferved by us in that Ceremony was
as follows. The Mandarins, lwhom the Emperor
had fent to honour the illuftrious deceafed Father,
being arrived at feven in the Morning; we went to
the great Room or Hall, where the Body of the
Father lay in the Coffin. ‘The Coffins in Chins are
large; made of Wood three or four Inches thick,
and varnifhed both within and without; but fhut
exceedingly clofe, in order to keep out the Air.
The Coffin was carried into the Street, and fet ona
Litter, under a kind of Dome richly covered, and
fupported by four Columns. The Columns were a-
dorned with Pieces of white Silk (White being the
Colour for Mourning in China,) and between the Co-
lumns hung feveral Feftoons of Silk of various other
Colours, which had a very fine Effet. The Lit-
ter was fixed upon two Poles #, a Foot in Diame-
ter, and of a Length proportionable to - their
Breadth ; and fixty or eighty Men, who were drawn
up on each fide, were to carry this Litter on their

* °Tis in Fresch Mais.
Shoulders.
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Shoulders. The Father-Superior, accompanied by
all the Jefuits in Peking, kneeled down before the
Corps in the middle- of the Street.: We made
three Bows quite to the Ground 3 during which the
Cbrifiians, who were prefent at this fad Ceremony,
melted into Tears, and wvented fuch Groans as
might have touched the moft obdurate Hearts. The
Proceflion afterwards fet out in the following Or-
" Firft appeared a Piture, twenty-five Foot long,
and four broad, adorhed with Feftoons of Silk, the
Ground wherepf was of red Taffety, on which the
Name and Dignity of Father Verbieft were written,
in Chineze, in large Gold Charatters. This Ma-
chine, which feveral Men carried aloft, was preced-
ed by a Band of Players on Inftruments; and
followed by another Company, carrying Standards,
Feftoons ahd Streamers. Next was feen the Crofs,
in a large Nich adorned with Columns, and vari-
ous Works of Silk. Several Cbriffians followed,
fome with Standards, like the firft, and others with
T in their Hands. They walked two and two,
in the middle of the wide Streets of Peking, with
fuch a2 Modefty as the Heatbens themfelves admired.
Then were feen in a Nich, the Image of the Blef-
fed Virgin, with the Infant ¥¢fus, holding the
Globe of the World in his Hand. The Cbriftians
who followed, carried alfo Tapers or Standards,
like thofe who went before.

Next came a Pi¢ture of the Guardian Angel, ac-
companied in the fame manner, and followed by
Father Verbief's Picture, which was carried with all
the Enfigns fuitable to the Employments wherewith
the Emperor had honoured him.  Immediately after
we came forward, drefled in our Mourning Habits,
which are White, as was obferved above; and we
gave at Intervals the Indication of our deep Afflic-
won, by repeated Sobs, after the Cuftom (()Zfo the

UnN-
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Country *. The Body of Fath¢t #erdie followed,
accompanied by the Mandarins, whom the Empe-
sor himfelf had nominated to hohour the Memory
of that famous Miffionaty. They were all on
Horfcback. The firft wis the Emperor’s Father-
in-Law, the fccond the firft Caprain of his Guards,
the third one of his Gentlemen, and other Perfons
of lefs Diftinction. ‘The whole Proceflion, which
was performed with the greateft Decency and Or-
der, was clofed by fifty Men on Horfeback. The
Streets were lined, on each fide, with mumbeilefs
SpeQtators, who obfervéd a profound Silence as we
pafied along.

Our Burial-Place is out of the City, in 2 Gar-
den, which one of the laft Coifeze Monarchs gave
to the firft Miffionaries of our Society. This Gar-
den 1s furrounded with Walls, and there is a Cha-
pel and few a fmall Houfes in it. ‘

Being come to the Gate, we all fell upon our
Knees before the Corps, in the middle of the way,
and made three low Bows, Here the Tears of the
Attendants burit out a-freth.  The Body was car-
sied near to the Place-where it was to be interred;
and there an Altar was fet up, on which ftood the
Crofs and the Wax-Tapers. The Father-Superior
then took a Surplice, read the Prayers, and per-
fumed with Incenfe, as prefcribed in the Ritual,
‘We again proftrated ourfelves thrice-before the Cof-
fin, which was taken from the Litter and fet upon
the Ground. ’Twas now that the Groans of the
SpeQtators broke out a-freth ; and this with fo much
Violence, that no Perfon eould refrain from Tears,

The Grave was a kind of Vault, fix Foot deep,
feven long, and five broad, - *Twas paved and lined

® By the manner in which the Father exprefles himfelf, one
would almoft conclude that thefé Jefuits gave thefe Demonftra-
tions of their Sorrow, for no other Reafon, but becaufe it was the
Cuftom {o to do in China. :
with
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with Brick on all Sides, in form of a Wall. The
Coffin was , in the middle, as ‘on two Tref-
fles of Brick, about a Foot high. They afterwards
raifed-the Walls of the Vault, to the height of fit
or feven Foot; terminating in an Arch, with a
Crofs at Top.

Finally, at a few Foot diftance from the Sepul-

_ chre, was fet up a Piece of white Marble, fix Foot

high, including - the Bafe and Capital, on which
w‘cgrcb’ written in Chineze and LatinPCharaé’t\:rs, the
Name, Age, and Country of the deceafed; with
the Year he died, and the Time he had fived.in
China. . A
Father Ricet’s Sepulchre ftands firft, at the End
of the Garden, in a diftinguifhed Place, as deno-
ing him to be the Founder of this Miffion, All the
reft are ranged in two Lines below him, in the fol«
lowing Order.

Father | o ) Ricei,

Father Rbo. Father Terentio,

Father Coronads.  Father Lombard,

Father
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Father | Magellaens.  Father l Seguirg.

" etn——

Paher | | b, Father

0 0
© The Body of Father Adam Schall, lies on ano-
ther fide, in'a truly royal Sepulchre, which the pre-
fent Emperor caufed to be erected fome Years after
his Death, when the Mcmo:x of that great Man
was reftored to its former Luftre, '

Before Father ¥erbieft was ‘buried, the Emperor,
who had’ juft quitted his Mourning for the Death of
the Emprefs his Grandmother, fent to enquire our
Names, our feveral Capacities, and the Talents we
poflefied.  The Tranquility which the Empire en:
joyed by his prudent Conduét, fince his two laft
Journies into Tartary, the Relation of which we
had perufed in "Paris, gave us an Opportunity of
anfwering, among other Particulars: that the French.
admired his Majefty’s Genius and Conduc, and’
entertained the higheft Idea of his- Valour and
Magnificence. * -He afked the Age of our Monarch
the Wars in which he had been engaged, and in
what manner he governed his Kingdom'; all which
Quettions we anfwered as became faithful Subjects,
who form to themfelves the moft advantageous
Idea pofiible of the exalted Qualities of our Mo-
narch. The Officer who fpoke in the Emperor’s

-8 Name
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Name faid : that though his Majefty wis not yet
inted with us, he yet had the fame Regard for
us as for the reftof the Fathers; that he confidered
the Courage we had fhewn, in leaving our Rela.
tions, and eur native Country, as a fenfible Proof
of the Truth of our Religion; but that, in Order
to be perfe&ly caonvinced of this, he was defirous
of feeing fome Miracles wrought in China, like to
thofe which he heard had been performed in other
Countries, for the Confirmation of the Gofpel. Bug
this was not all. He one Day condefcended to fend
us fome of his Tea, as well as of the beft Wine
from his own Table. We were told, that his Mae
%ﬁyinu:ndedthatmy Companions and I thould re:
de at his Court; and that he defigned to give us
a Houfe in his Palace : But God, who required our
Prefence elfewhere, would not permit this Refolu-
tion to take Effe@ fo foon. We were as yet too
lictle acquainted with the Chbimeze Language, and
confequently were not able to do the Emperor the
Services he eg&cd
. *Twas the Bufinefs of the Tribunal of Rites to
prefent us to the Emperor, as Orders had been
difpatched to the Members to bring us to Court.
Accordingly they fent for us, after Father Perdieft’s
Funeral was over, that is, as foon a8 we were per-
mitted to go Abroad, according to the Ceremonial
of China. We now faw this formidable Tribunal,
before which, a few Years fince, all the Miffiona-
ries had appeared in Chains. The Place where it
is held, is neither fpacious nor magnificent. The
Mandarins being feated on a kind of Sofa, indulg-
ed us an honourable Reception 3 and after defiring
us to be feated, difcourfed withus. The firft Tar-
tarian Prefident, having reccived the Emperor’s Or-
ders, told us that this Prince defired to fee us next
Day; adding that the Supcrior of our Houfe muft
prefent us to him, w
Ve
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We had the Honour to pay our Refpetts to the
Emperor the 21ft of Aarch 1688. That auguft
Monarch was very gracious ; -and after reproaching
us, in the moft obliging Terms, for refufing to re-
fide in his Courts he declared that Fathers Gerdsit
lon and Bowvet {hould eontinue near his Perfon; but
that the reft had leave te go and preach our haly Re-
ligion in the Provinces, -He afcerwards ordered Tea
to be brought ; and fent us an hundred Piftoles, which
the Chineze looked upon as an extraordinary Gift.
After this Vifit, Fathers /e Comte, Vifdelou, and my-
felf, difoourfed about difperfing ourfclves in the fe-
veral Provinces, in order to labour at the Conver-
fion of the Heathens s however, we thought proper,
before we left Peking, to vifit every Thing curious
in that famous City,

Peking is compofed of two Cities. The firft in
the middle, in which ftands the Emperor’s Palace,
is called the City of the Tartars; and the fecond
the City of the Chineze. They join to one ano-
ther, and ecach is four Leagues round. ’Tis fo
exceedingly populous, and fo much Bufinefs: is car-
rying on there, that People can fcarce pafs algng in

e Streets, though very wide, and that no Wo-
men appear in them.,

‘We went and faw the famous Bell in Peking, which,
as we are affured, weighs an100,000/. ’'Tis in the
form of a Cylinder, and ten Foot in Diameter, Its
Height is as one and an half to. its Breadth, ac-
cording to the ufual Proportions in China. ’Tis
raifed on a fquare Pile of Brick: and Stone ; and
covered only with a Mat-roof, ever fince that of
‘Wood 'was burnt.

We likewife faw the Obfervatory, and the feve-
ral Brafs Inftruments, which are beautiful, and wor-
thy of the Imperial Magnificence ;5 but I can’t fay
whether they are fo true, as would be neceflary for

making accurate Obfervations, they being fitted
with



FRAVELS of the Jesurrs. 79

with plain Sightsonly ; not to mention that their
Divifions appear unequal to the Eye, and that the
diagonal Lines do not join in many Places.

The City-Gates appear more auguft and magni-
ficent than ours ®*. They are prodigioufly lofty,
and inclofe a fpacious fquare Court, furrounded
with Walls, on which noble Salons are built, both
on the City fide, and on that which looks towards
the Country. The Walls of Peking are of Brick,
about forty Foot high, flanked at every Interval of
twenty Fathom, with {mall fquare Towers at equal
Diftances, which are kept in very good Repair.
There are fpacious Stair-Cafes or Terraffes in fome
Places, for the Horfe to ride up. We often took
the Latitude of Peking, from our Houfe called §i-
tan or the Weftern Church, and found it 39 De-

grees, 532 Minutes, 55 Seconds .
Father

* They moft be very noble indeed, fome of thofe of Paris
being remarkably fo, particalarly that of St. Demy’s, which
feems to fpeak all the Splendor and Magnificence of ancient Rome.

+ The beft Account I could colle& concerning Peking, is as
follews. It ftands in a very fruitful Plain, Twenty Leagues
from the great Wall. The City is an exaét Square, and the
whole is divided into two Cities ; the Partin which the Emperor's
Palace ftands, is called Sin-ching, or the new City, and likewife
the Jartars City.The fecond is called Lao-tching,or the oldChinesce
City, and that becau’e, when the Chinexe were drove from the
other Ciry, fome of them retired into this. The Tarzars are fo
grea:ly increafed within thefe fourfcore Years, that they occupy
almott all the new City, and the Chinexe poflefs the remainder.

The Circuit of the Walls of the two Cities together, abftrad-
ed from the Suburbs, is faid to be above five Leagues, and con-
foquently is lefs than Nankin, but then thereis a vaft Difference
between the Height, the Breadth, and Beauty of the Walls of thefe
two Cities, Pebing exceeding infinitely in that Refpet. A Horfe-
man may afcend the Walls of the new City of Peking,by a kind
of Terras of a great Length. In feveral Places are Houfes built
where Guard is kept. There are many Towers within Bow-thot
of each other. The Gates of the City, which are lofty, fupport
very large Pavilions nine Stories high, and on each Story are
Openings, cither of Windows or Pur-holes; in the lowe Story

3
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Father Thomas told us the Particulars which
are told in Peking, concerning; the King-
- dom

#s & Room or Hall for the Soldiers ; and before each Gate is ag
Area of 360 Foot for a Parade. The nine Gates of the City
have each a double Pavilion built alike on, the Platform of the
Walls, and is fyrnithed with Artillery. Thefe Fortifications are
more than fuffici:nt to keep the People in awe. .

The Streets of that great City are ftrait, ,laid out almoft with
a Line; a¢ League in Length; and about a 120 Foot wide,
and have commonly Shops on each Side of the Way. But the
Fronts of the Houfes are poor and very low. ’Tis furprifing to
obferve the numberlefs Multitudes who croud this City, h
not a Woman is to be febn among them ; and the great Confu-
fion caufed by the vaft Number of Horfes; Males, Afles, Ca-
mels, Carts, Waggons and Chairs ; befide the Crouds of one or
two huadred Men in the Streets, who flock round fome Fortupe-
Teller, Player at Cups and Balls; or Ballad-Singer; to heat
a Fellow read or.tell.a comical Story 5 -or to liften to a Sort of
Quacks, who vend their Medicines, and gxplain their wonderfiil
L ffofts with rhetorical Flourithes. If Perfons of Diftin@ion had
not a Horfeman to clear the way, they would be flopt every In-
ftant.  All the Wealth and Merchandizes of the Empire are per-
petually pouring into this City. The ufual Vehicles are Horles
gr Chairs, and thefe are eafily found, and at & very cheap Rate.
The Owner of the Horfe often leads the Beaft, becaufe of the
vaft Crouds, and thefe Ownérs know exally the Street and
Houfe, where every confiderable, Perfon Jives; and a Book fs
fold, giving an Account of the Abodes of all Perfons in public
Employment. The Governor of Peking, 2 Manchew Tartar of
Diftinétion, prefides over the whole City and the People, in all
Things relating to the civil Government and the public Safety.
The Polity here is excellent. A perfe@ Tranquility is enjoyed,
{o that it feldom happens, in many Years, that a Houfe is broke
open, or & Robbery committed. This is owing to to the exa&
Order.

All the great Streets which are drawn by & Line from one
Gate to ano.her, have a Body of Guardsin them. Thefe Soldiets;
who have Power to take all Perfons who make the leat Diftur.
bance into Cuftody, fland Night and Day with theit Swotds
drawn, and holding Whips in their Hands. The fmaller Streets
which come into the greater, have Gates made in the Form of
a Lattice through which all Perfops who pafs along are feen § and
thefe are guaided by So!diers placed oppofite to them in the
greacSereet,  The Lattice Gates are fhut at Night, by the Sol-
diers, and opened for none but thofe who can give a good Ac-
ount of themfelves. No Perfon is permitted (o ramlle about

in
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dom of Corea. His Relation is as follows. Its
Capital is called Cbau-fien, being 110 Leagues from
the

in the Night; and all thofe who are fent wpon the Emperor’s
Bufinefs are examined ; and if their Anfwers are ever fo litthe
fafpicious, they are immediately carried to one of the Guard-
rooms. The Governor is obliged to walk round the City ; and
alfo the feveral Gfficers who keep Guard on the Walls, and on
the Pavilions of the Gates. The leaft Negle® is punithed the
next Day, and the Officer isbroke. By this excellent Order,
Tranquility, Silence and Safety, reign inthis great City. Is it
pot flrange that the Tarsars, an unpolithed Nation, who came
not lopg fince from Woods and Forefts, fhould fubmit to thefe
excefleat Laws ; whillt the Europeans with all the Advantages of
Education, often turn Night into Day ? Thefe Soldiers alfo
take Care that every Perfon, cleans the Street before his
Dosr, they themfelves cleaning the middle of the Streets, which
are not paved, after Rain.  All thefe Soldiers go on Foot. The
Streets of the old Town are narrow, and not kept fo free from
Dirt as thofe of the new.

There is a fecond Wall in the new City, called - the Imperial
Wall, and its Soathern Gate is alfo the Gate of the Emperor’s
Palace, which confifts of 2 mighty Affemblage of Buildings,
Courts and Gardens: and is inclofed by a Brick Wall, 1 League
% round. Battlements are placed upon the Wall, along the
Coortine ; and over each Gate is a more Jofty Pavilion furround-
ed by a Gallery, which is fupported by Pillars, in Form of a
Peryftile. The Space between the Imperial Wall and the Inclo-
fure of the Palace, is above 1 League { round, and is filled with
the Hoafes belnnﬁing to particalar Officers of the Emperor’s
Houfhold ; to the Enanchs, or to the various Tribunals, fome of
which get in the Provifions for the Emperor’s Table, and the reft
take Care to prefcrve Peace and Harmony in the Imperial Hou- °
fhold, and punifh Delinquents ; except when the Crimes are very
flagrant,in which Cafe thefe inner Tribunals, (asthey are called)
fend them to the Exterior or great Tribunals of the Empire.

The Archite@ure of the Imperial Palace is quite diffirent
from that of Ewarope, but it firikes the Eye by the Grandear and

Difpofition of the Apartments, and the lofty Stru@ure of
the Roofs. The whole is covered with varnithed Tiles, of fo
beantiful a Yellow, ‘that they appear, at a Diftance, almoft as
bright as Gold.  Another fuch, Roof proje&@s from the Walls ;
and all its Beams are japan'd with Gold Flowers on a Green
Ground. This fecond Roof, and the firft, crown as it were,
thefe Structares, and have a moft noble Effe€t. The whole Pa-
lace is exceedingly auguft and lofty, and worthy the greatet Em-
pire in the World.

You, II. G The
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the River 2als, which feparates Zartary from Corea.
From this River to the City of Chinyan, Capital of
the

The Terrafles on which the feveral Apartments are built, are
grand. Thefe Terrafles are about fifteen Foot high, cafed with
white Marble, and adorned with Ballifters, pretty well wrought.
No Perfon is permitted to pafs by the Terras, into the Apart-
ments ; the Emperor only being carried through it, in his" co-
vered Chair, on Days of Ceremony. Thefe Terrafles before the
‘Windows of the feveral Apartments, make a broad Platform,
paved with Marble, and proje&t feven or eight Foot beyond . the
Edifice. Such is the Apartment where the Emperor refides, as
is alfo that more to the South, which is open to all the

Zlb’{andmm of the Empire, and is called the Hall of the Grasd
nIon.

In this Hall the Mandarins renew their Homage, by ftriking
their Foreheads on the Ground, &g°c. on certain Days appointed
for that Purpofe ; and thefe Ceremonies are performed whether
the Emperor be prefent or abfent. This Hall is almoft Square,
and about 130 Foot long, The Cieling is of carved Work,

japan'd Green, embellithed with gilded Dragons; the Pillars are
about fix or feven Foot round at m, gnd japan’d with Red.
- Part of the Pavement is covered with an ordinary Sort of Carpets,
imitating thofe of Turkey. The Walls are very White, but de-
void of all Ornament. The Throne, raifed in the Centre of the
Hall, confifts of a lofty Alcove, extremely neat, but not magni-
ficent. On the Platform before the Hall, ftand large brazen
Veflels, in which Perfumes are burnt during the Ceremony ; with
Candlefticks, in the fhape of Birds, large enough to hold Flam-
beaux. When the Emperor comes from the Apartment to af-
cend the Throne, in Order to receive the Homage of the whole
Empire, he is carried in a Chair, by Men drefled in long red

" Vefts embroidered with Silk, and wearing a Cap with a Sort of
Plume of Feathers. The Couart before this Imperial Hall is
the larget in the Palace, and on the Gallery furrounding it, are
the Emperor’s Magazines, filled with every kind of valuable
Goods. One contains Vafes, another the richeft Furs, a third
Precious Stones; in a fourth the finet Silks in the Empire. Thefe
Magazines are open on certain folemn Occafions, The other
Magazines are_either for Bows, Arrows, Saddles; or contain
the moit exquifite kinds of Tea found in Cbima, with various
Sorts of Simples and Drugs. To defcribe all the Edifices of this
Palace would be endlefs.

The Palaces of the Emperor’s Children, and the other Princes
of the Blood, are vaftly large, very neat within, and eoxtwgmt
Sums. The like Defign runs through the Body of the Werk,
and in the Crnaments, wiz. Ranges of Courts, adorned with

Buildings
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the Province of Leaotung, the Diftance is computed
60 Leagues ; from Chinyan to Cbhinbai, at the En-
trance of Cbhina towards Leaotung, 80; from Chan-
bai to Peking, 67. The Kingdom of Corea ex-
tends Northward, to the 44th Degree of Latitude.
*Tis populous and divided into eight Provinces, *Tis
140 Leagues from Eaft to Weft. The Coreans are
fincere, and no Perfon is allowed to go from China
thither, withoutexprefs Leave from the Emperor.
After travelling fixteen Days, we arrived the
14th of April, which, that Year, was Wednefday in
Paffion-Week, at Kiam-cbeu, a City of the fecond
Clafs, in the Province of Xenf ®*, where our So-
ciety has a fine Houfe; a great Number of Cirif~

Buidlings on the Sides, and in Front a Hall japan'd and rais'd

on a Platform, three or four Foot high. The Doors, which

commonly open into fome By-Streets, are adorned only with two

Lions of Brafs or White Stone, the Workmanthip of which is

bat indifferent. The Imperial Palace above defcribed, is the
one which merits our Actention in this mighty City.

The Tribunals (fix in Number) of the feveral Jurifdi€tions,
are likewife of vaft Extent, but not well built, and worfe re-
paired, and o way fuitable to the Majefty of the Empire. Thefe
feveral Tribunals are divided into particular Rooms, where
varions Affairs are tranfalted. There are feveral Tribunals under
thefe fix fovereign Courts, which never concern themfelves with
State-Affairs, except when commanded for that Purpofe by the
Emperor. .

All the Tartar Families live at Peking, or in its Neighbours
bood, and are not permitted to leave it without a fpecial Order
from the Emperor. °Tis related that the Emperor’s Houthold,
and thofe of the great Number of Princes who refide in Peking,
amount to an handred thoufand Men,who are kept conftantly in
this City ; and that there are always fix hundred thoufand Men
on Footin Chixa, even in Times of Peace. The fovereign Courts
above-mentioned are fubordinate only to the Emperor or theGrand
Coundl. "T'is owing to the excellent Order eftablifhed in Peking,
and which ferves as a Model for the reft, that the Empire has
esjoyed fo long a Peace, and the moft profound Tranquility.

Befides the general Jurifdiction wﬂlch Peking has over the
whole Empire, by its fix fovereign Courts, it likewife commands
over a particular Diftri@, in which are twenty-fix Cities.

® I rather take this to be the Province of Xanf.

G2 tians
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¥ians being difperfed in the neighbouring Towns
and Villages. We celebrated Mafs there, an the
Morrow ;3 a great Number of Cbriflians being pre-
fent on that Occafion. The Mandarins of the
City vifited us, fome of whom came into the
«Church, and there worfhipped our Lord on their
Knees, proftrating themfelves before his Image.
One of them had fome Thoughts of embracing our
holy Religion, and communicated his {Defign to us.
‘We took the Latitude of Kiam-cheu, and found it
35 Degrees, 37 Minutes, 10 Seconds. °*Tis fixed
at 36 Degrees, 50 Minutes, in-Father AMarsin’s
Ma ) '

’leic‘ Road from Peking to the Province of Xenf,
Jis one of the fineft, and moft agreeable in all China.
‘We pafs by nine or ten Cities, and among others
Paotim-fu, the Refidence of the Viceroy. The
whole Country is level, and cultivated ; the Road
even,and bordered- with Trees in many Places, with
‘Walls to cover and fecure the Country. Men,
.Carts, and Beafts of Burthen, are perpetually paf-
fing this way. We find, at the Diftance of every
League, two or three Villages, exclufive of thofe
feen on every fide, as far as the Eye can carry.
Over the Rivers are fine Bridges, compofed of fe-
veral Arches, the moft confiderable being that of
"Loo-ko-kiao, three Leagues from Peking. The
Rails of thefe Bridges are of Marble. On each
fide are an hundred and forty-eight Pofts, with the
Figures of young Lions, in different Attitudes, pla~
ced on every one, and at each End of the Bridge,
four Elephants were reprefented lying down.

I left Kiam.cheu, the 5th of May 1688, to go
to Nankin. Fathers le Comte,and Vifdelou,accompanied
me till we were got out of the City, wherc we

. were met by our chief Cbrifiians who, unknown to
us, had prepared in the Road through which we
were to pafs, a Table covered with Flowers and

- . ' Per-
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Perfumes, with a very neat Collation ; it being the
Cuftom in China, to give this Teftimony of Ho-
nour and Efteem to a Perfon who is going away.
‘We now were obliged to halt, in order to return
their Civilities,and the Thanks they gave us for vifit-
ing them. As our Difcourfe was very affeCtionate,
*twas with Relu€tance I quitted them. And now
taking leave in the fame Place, of the two Fathers,
my faithful Fellow-Travellers during above there
Years, I fet out alone, for the Place whither Di-
vine Providence called me. This Journey took up
27 Days; and here follows fome Particulars of
it.

After crofling the River Fuenbo, to the Eaft of
the City of Kiam-cbeu, we find, during 10 Leagues,
a flat Country covered with Trees, and very
well cultivated ; with a great Number of Villages
on all fides; the Horizon being bounded by a
Chain of high Mountains. We pafs by two Cities
of the third Clafs ; and afterwards go upon Moun-
tains, where, in five Days, Itravelled forty Leagues.
This was almoft a perpetual Afcent, and often very
troublefome. Thefe Mountains, in the Places
where I paft, were fometimes barren ; but they ge-
nerally difcovered a good Soil, and were cultivated
to the very Brink of the Precipices. 'We here meet
now and then with Plains, three or four Leagues
over, inclofed with Hills and Mountains, fo that
it has the Face of a fruitful Country. I faw
fome of thefe Mountains cut Terrafs-Falhion,
from the Bottom quite to the Top. The Terraffes,
which are fixty or eighty in Number, are ranged -
one aboveanother,not above three or four Foot high.
When the Mountains are ftony, the Chineze dig up
the Stones, and with thefe they build little Walls
to fupport the Terraffes ; after which they fmooth
the good Land, and fow it with Corn. This is an
endlefs Toil, and a Proof of the laborious Difpofi-

G 3 _ tion
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tion of this People. T found but one City of the
Third Clafs in thefe Mountains; but met wherever I
came,with a great number of Villages, and a number-
lefs multitude of Hamlets. I there faw a kind of
Delft Ware *; and Earthen Ware 1 is made in
feveral Places,which afterwards is carried to the Cities
and the adjacent Provinces. Happening one Day
to be travelling in a narrow deep Road, in which
there was a mighty clutter of Carts, I imagined
there would prefently be 4 great Quarrel; and that
the Carters might poffibly come to Blows, as often
happens in Europe : But how great was my Surprize
when I faw them falute ; fpeak as calmly as if they
had been intimate Friends ; and afterwards affift one
another in clearing the way. How different is the
Behaviour of this fort of People in Europe !

‘When we come to the end of thefe Mountains,
the Defcent of which is very rugged, though cut in
the Rock, we difcover the Province of Homan, and
the Hoambo, or Yellow River, which winds far
and wide through the Plain. The Courfe of this
River is denoted by white Vapours, or a kind of
Mift exhaled by the Sun. The Corn was come to
a very great height in thefe Plains, and the Ear en-
tirely vifible ; whereas on the Mountains, and five
or {ix Leagues on the other fide, it was like Grafs;
and not above fix Inches out of the Ground.

® The Original is Fayence, which we call Delfy-Ware, from
a City in Holland of that Name, where this Ware is made. The
French call it Fayence, from Faenxa a little City in Jtaly, in the
. Ecclefiaftical State, where this kind of Ware was firft invented.
Several Manufa&tures of Delft-Ware (if I may fo call it on this
Occafion)are fet up in France ; and that of St.Cload is particular-
ly famous ; In laft thisVillage China is made,which fome ‘Perfons
prefer to that of the Eaft. But the Drefden China feems to fur-
pafs every Thing of this Sort. ,
+ The Original is de la Poterie, fignifying properly Earthen-
Ware ; though h&‘()exhapa may mean the Sort of Delf?>-Ware
he fpake of juft before.

 { ' I tra-
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I travelled fourfcore Leagues in this Province,
going along through a level Country, which was fo
well cultivated, that not an Inch of Ground was
loft. 1 there found Corn fowed, in a ftrait Line,
like Rice, at the Diftance of five or fix Inches be-
tween every Line s and I faw other Places where
the Grain was fow’d at random, as in Framce. I
did not fec any Balks or Ridges in their Fields, like
thofe among us. I paffed through no more than
feven Cities; but difcovered on all Sides, both on
the Road and in the Fields, fo great a Number of
Towns and Villages, that I am of Opinion, Honan
is one of thefineft Provincesin China. 1 croffed the
Hoambo, nine Leagues from Cai-fum-fu, Capital of
the Province. 'This is the moft rapid River I met
with. Its Waters are of a Yellow Colour, occa-
fioned by its dragging a great Quantity of Earths
that which we faw on the Banks being of the fame
Colour. This River is not deep in the Part where
we croffed, but’tis near a Mile and half over.

In this Place I was furpriz’d at the Strength of
a Cbineze Waterman, who put my Things on
Board. Ihad two Chefts of Books, weighing above
two hundred and fifty Chineze Pounds, that is up-
wards of three hundred Pounds Weight of France.
The Muleteer had fcrupled very much to take them
at Kiam-cbeu, he declaring that they'were too heavy 3
and that it would be impoffible for his Mule to car-
1y them folong a Journey. But when the Waterman
came, he lifted them both up; laid them upon his
Shoulders, with the Things by which they were
tied, and carried them jocundly into his Boat. I
did not enter the City of Cai-fum-fu, the Gates be-
ing fthut; and that becaufe the Officers were then
in clofe Purfuit of fixty or Ciihty Thieves ; thefe,
fome Days before, having broke into, and plunder-
ed the Houfe of a Mandarin, who has the Care of
the Emperor’s Tributes,

G4 ) From
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From the Province of Honan we enter that of
Nankin, travelling about Threefcore Leagues before
we arrive at the Capital. The Province of Nankin
is neither fo beautiful nor fo populous on this fide,
as Southward.  After paffing through four Cities, I
came to Poo-keoo,a {mall Place furrounded with good
‘Walls, and fituated on the Kiam *, a great River,
running through all China from Weft to Eaft; and
which, dividing it into two almoft equal Parts, one
whereof contains the Northern, and the other the
Southern Provinces, diffufes a general Plenty, by
the Conveniency the Chineze have of going upon it
in all Seafons, and in Veflels of every kind. This
River is near a League over at Poo-keoo; and its
Depth, in fome Places, 24 and 36 Chams, "as was
affirmed when I crofled it. A Cham is a Chineze-
Pole, or ten Foot French.

The City of Nankin does not ftand on the Kiam,
but is two or three Leagues up the Country. We
may go thither thro’ feveral Canals, covered with
Boats, among which are a great Number of Impe-
rial Barges, almoft as large as Ships, They are
vaftly neat, varnilhed on the outfide, and gile
within ; having large and fmall Rooms finely gr-
nifhed, for the ufc of fuch Mandarins as either come
to Court, or are obliged to go into the Provinces.

By the way, Nankin is not now called by that
Name, fignifying in Chineze the Court of the South,
as Peking fignifies the Court of the North. During
the Time that the fix chief Tribunals of the Em-
pire were held indifcriminately in thofe Cities, both
were called Courts; but now they are all united
‘in Peking, the Emperor has given the Name of
Kiam-nim to the City of Nankin, Neverthelefs ’tis
often called in familiar Difcourfe, by its' ancient~

® Or Blue River.
Appel-
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Appellation ; but this would not be allowed in any
public Inftrument.

1 arrived at Nankin, May 31, 1688, andcontinu-
ed there above two Years. During that Interval I
vifited the famous Diftri¢t of Cbriffians in Cham-
bai. *Tis near the Eaftern Sea, eight Days Jour-
ney from Naakin, though in the fame Province,
This flourithing Church owes its Rife to the Con-
verfion of Dr. Paul, whofe Merit and great Capacity
raifed him to the Digpnity of Calas, in Father Rice’s
Time. Being born in that Province, and very
zealous for the Advancement of the Chbriffian Reli-
gion, he won over great muliitudes to it; the
Chineze having the Literati in fo much Veneration,
that whenever one of them becomes a Convert,
many follow his Example. Our Literati, fay they,
prefer the Law of the Lord of Heaven to that of
tbe Bonzes, and the reff of the Religions in China,
confequently st muft be the befi. And the People
argue in this manner, not only in Cham-bai, but all
over China: Whence we have obferved, that in all
Places where there are Batchelors and Licentiates
who profefs our Religion, the Church is in a very
flourithing State. Thus it appears how important
it is, in order for promoting our holy Faith, to
convert the Chineze Literati ; to ftudy their Books
and learn their Sciences; and to comply, fo far
as is lawful, with their Ceremonies and Ufages the
better to ingratiate ourfelves in their Favour; fince
Contempt on our fide would lofe them, and by that
Means many others who eclie would have turned
Chriftians.

In the beginning of the Year 1689, the Empe-
ror made a Progrefs into the Southern Provinces,
pafling through the Cities of Suckeu, Hampcheu and
Nankin. The Evening before his Arrival in Nan-
kin, Father Gabiani and I went two Leagues out of
the City, along the Road through which he was to

pas,



go TRAVELS of the Jesurrsi

. 'We fpent the Night in a Village, where we
found fixty Cériftians, being all of -the fame Family.
We inftru€led thefe good People,and feveral of them
confefled themfelves. On the Morrow we faw the
Emperor pafs by. He was fo gracious as to halt,
on which Occafion he fpoke to usin the moft oblig- °
ing manner. His Majefty was on Horfeback, fol-
lewed by his Life-Guard, and Two or Three Thou-
fand Horfemen. The Citizens came out to receive
him, with Standards, Silk Colours, Canopies, Um-
brellos, and a multitude of other Ornaments. At
every Interval of twenty Paces, they had raifed, in
the Streets, triumphal Arches covered with Bro-
cade, adorned with Feftoons, Ribbons, and Silk
Tufts, under which he paffed. The Streets were
crouded with numberlefs multitudes of Spetators,
who all difcovered fo much Reverence, and ob-
ferved fo folemn a Silence, that not the leaft Noife
was heard. The Emperor had refolved to fet out
on the Morrow ; and though all the Mandarins had
humbly befought him to honour their City fo far as
to ftay fome Days in it, he would not hear them;
but the People having afterwards requefted the fame
Favour, the Emperor complied with it, and ftaid
three Days with them., '

No one will be furprized at this, if he confiders
the Circumftance to which it was owing, The In-
furrections which break out in the Cities and Pro-
vinces, are commonly owing to the unjuft Oppref-
fion and Rapine of the Mandirins ; fo that it is po-
litic in the Emperors, in every Progrefs of this
Sort, to ingratiate themfelves as much as poffible
into the Affections of the People, even to the Pre-
Judice of the great Lords.During the Emperor’s ftay
in Nankin, we went daily to the Palace; and he did
us the Honour to fend over one or two Gentlemen of
his Chamber every Day to us. He afked me
whether the Canopus was vifible in Nankin. This is
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a beautiful Star of the Southern Hemifphere, cal-
led by the Chineze Lao-gin fing, the Star of the old
Men, or of Perfons who live to a great Age; and
upon my telling him that it appeared the beginning
of the Night, the Emperor went one Evening to
the old Obfervatory, called Quan-fing-1ay, purpofe-
ly to view it. :

This Goodnefs of the Emperor refletted the
higheft Honour on us, as it was fhewn before the
whole Court, and in Prefence of the chief Manda-
rins of the adjacent Provinces, who afterwards re-
turned to their feveral Governments, prejudiced in
Favour of our holy Law, as well as ofP the Miffio-
naries who preach it. He left Nankin, the 22d of
Moarch, and returned to Peking. As our Duty o-
bliged us to travel in his Retinue fome Days, we
followed him about thirty ues, after which we
waited for him on the Bank of a River. He per-
ceived us, and was fo gracious as to order our Ca-
noo to be brought forward, whith his Barge drew
along for near two Leagues. He was feated on a
kind of Sofa, and immediately read our Cheoo-puen,
or the Thanks we gave him in Writing,according to
the Chineze Cuftom. This Cheoo-puen was writ in
vaftly fmall Chara&ers; as is the Pra&tice of Infe-
riors, in China, with regard to their Superiors; and
the higher the Superiors are, the fmaller muft be
the Chara&ters, employed by the Inferiors, a Cir-
cumftance which fegms vaftly inconvenient with
Refpect to the Monarch *. ‘

This auguft Prince treated us with great Fami-
liarity in this laft Vifit. He afked us in what man-
ner we had croffed the Kiam, and whether he thould
meet with any of our Churches in his way. He
himfelf thewed us the Books which he had brought;
and gave various Orders, in our Prefence, to the
Mandarins whom he had fent for ; when, after cau-
fing fome Bread, and feveral forts of Provifions to

" ® This is whimfical. be
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be taken from his Table, and put into our Canoo,
he difmiffed us with all imaginable Honour.

In the mean Time Fathers Gerbdillon and Bosxvet
did not want Employment in Peking. As Fathers
Pereyra and Thomas had been obliged, ever fince
the Death of Father Verbieft to go every Day to the
Palace,and to fuper-intend theTribunal of the Mathe-
matics, the two French Fathers had the Dire&ion
of moft of the Chbriftians of that great City. They
went out daily to hear the Confeflions of the Sick,
- and adminifter, the laft Sacraments. On Sundays
and Feftivals, they were bufied in Confefions, in
inftruting and baptizing the Catechumens, and in

rforming the reft of the minifterial Duties. The

mperor, who had given both of them the higheft
Marks of his Efteem, before he went his Progrefs,
made them promife to learn, at his Return, the
Tariarian Language, that he might have an Op-
portunity of converfing with them. For this Pur-
pofe he appointed them Mafters, and took particu-
lar care of their Studies, fo that he would even exa-
mine and read what they had compofed, in order
to know the Progrefs they made in that Language,
which is much eafier than the Chineze.

*Twas about this Time that a Report prevailed,
that a Peace would .be concluded between the Cbi-
neze and the Mufcovites. We were greatly furpriz-
ed to hear that this Nation, which is fo near to us
in Europe, thould be at War with the Chineze. They
had found Means to make a Palfage from Mofcow,
within three hundred: Leagues of China; going
firft through Siberia, and over various Rivers, as the
Irtifth, the Oby, the Fenifa, the Angera, which
comes from the LaKe Baical, fituated in the midft
of Great Tartary. They afterwards went upon the
River Selenga, and advanced up to that called
by the Tartars, Sanga-lien-oola, and by the Chineze,
Helon.kiam, or the River of the Black Dragon. This

I ’ great
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great River croffes Tartary, and empties ‘itfelf into
the Eaftern Sea, to the North of Fapan.

The Mufecovites, not being fatified with making
thefe Difcoveries, built at certain Diftances, Forts
and Towns on all thefe Rivers, to fecure the Poffef-
fion of them. Thofe neareft to China were Selenga,
Nipcbeu, and Yacfa. The firft of thefe Places was
built on the River Selenga, the fecond on the He-
don-kiam +, inthe 52d Degree of North Latitude,
and almoft under the fame Meridian with Peking.
The third Place ftood on the fame River, but
much more Eaftwards,

The Eafiern Tartars, fubje& to the Emperor,
who inhabit the vaft Extent of Country which
lies between the great Wall and the River Helon
kiam, were furprized to fee the Mujcovites come and
<ontend with them for the hunting of Sables, in a
Country of which they claimed the Pofleffion, and
to build Forts in order to feize upon them. They
therefore thought it incumbegt upon them to oppofe
this Attempt,and for that reafon took 2a¢/a twice. The
Mufcovites were refolved to be Malters of this Fort,
and accordingly retook itagain ; fo thatasnew Feuds
and Contefts broke out every Day, it was thought
neceffary to puta ftop to them; and accordingly
. Propofals wese made on cach fide, to fettle the Li-
mits of the two Empires. The Czars of Mufeovy
fent their Plenipotentiars to Nipchex. The Em
ror of China fent alfo his Embafladors, thither
with Father Thomas Pereyra, a Portugucfe, and Fa-
ther Gerbillon, to ferve as their Interpreters. Asa
‘Teftimony of the Efteem he had for thofe Fathers,
he gave them two of his own Dreffes, and ordered
them to take Place with the Mandarins of the
fecond Clafs; but as thefe Officers wear, at the

- 4 The River on which Nipchen flands, is called Schilkz in
MolPs Maps.
. Neck,

-
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Neck, a kind of Rofary, which is as the Badge of
their Dignity, and as this is thought to be fome-
what fuperftitious ; he allowed the Jefuits to wear
at their Neck, their own Chapelet or Beads, inftead
of that of the Mandarins; they being fufficiently
diftinguithed by the Crofs and Medals, which hung
at them.

Sometimes certain important Opportunities offer
themfelves, which prove of Service to a Miffionary
who is mafter of a fittlc Addrefs, and of an engag-
infg Carriage ®. Father Gerbillon made a good Ufe
of that which prefented itfelf. As he was come
from France, in which frequent mention is made of
the Intereft of Princes ; and where the Wars that are
perpetually carrying on, and the Treaties of Peace
which are concluding, give rife to a thoufand Re-
flettions, with regard to fuch Particulars as may be
of Advantage or prejudicial to a Nation; he hit
upon Expedients to reconcile the Chineze and Mauf
covites, who could not agree upon one fingle Point,
and therefore were going to break off their Confe-
rences. The Mufcovites were proud, and talked in
a moft haughty Style; whilft the Chineze, on the
other Hand, imagined themfelves to be fuperior in
Force, they being come with a good Army, and
expecting another from Eaflern Tartary, which 'was
going up the River Helon-kiam., Neverthelefs t
did not defign to engage in a ,War, for fear le

* Few People doubt the Ability of the Jefuits on thefe Oe-
cafions. Politics are thoufght to ke their grand Study, and the
Centre to which the reft of the Sciences which they learn are
dire@ed. Thefe Fathers confequently could not poflibly have
found a more favourable Opportunity for ingratiating themfelves
with the Court of China. We may obferve the artful manner
in which this Letter-Writer exprefles himfelf; he does not fay
that his Brother Jefuit (Gerbillon) had made Politics his Study ex
proftffe, but only that coming from a Country where Politics are
often the Topic of Converfation, be, by that Means, kad fome
Notion of them.

the
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the Eaftern Tartars fhould join the Mufeovites ; or
that thefe might fuccour the Tartars, in Cafe any
Defign fhould be formed againft China. Hence
they wifhed for Peace, but were not able to bringit
about. The two Fathers, feeing them thus em-
baraffed ; and difcourfing with the Chiseze concern-
ing the Difficulties which obftructed the Negocia-
tion, were told that the Emperor of China would
confent that the Mauftovites thould come annually to
Peking and trade there, If that be the Cafe, replied
Father Gerbillon, be affured, that it will be no Ways
difficult 1o conclude a Peace with the Mufcovites ; and
20 prevail with them to acquiefce with all your De-
Sires.  'The Chineze Plenipotentiaries liftened to the
Father with Pleafure, and intreated him to go to
the Mufeovite Camp, and tell the Parties concerned
thefe feveral Particulars. Accordingly he went
thither, and Heaven gave a Bleffing to his Endea-
wours ; for the Mufcouites being convinced, that the
Liberty of trading to Peking every Year was the
higheft Advantage they could expe&, which the
Father proved evidently; they immediately gave
up 2acfa,and accepted of the Limits propofed by the
Emperor. This Negociation lafted but a fewHours ;
the Father returning thatNight with the Inftrument
of a Treaty of Peace ready drawn up, which the
Plenipotentiaries figned two Days after; fwearing
folemnly at the Head of their Troops to obferve it ;
and aalling to Witnefs the God of the Chbrifiians,
the true Lord of Heaven and Earth, that they
would inviolably keep all the Articles of it.

This Peace proved very honourable to the two
Miffionaries. They reccived the Compliments of the
whole Army upon it; but above all, Prince So/an,
the chief Embaffador, fthewed them the utmoft Re-
gard. He thanked the Fathers feveral Times for
extricating the Chineze out of fo great a Difficulty 5
and told them, privately, that he would be ready

to
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to ferve them upon all Occafions. Father Gerédillos
took this Opportunity to acquaint him with our De-
fires. You know, my. Lord, fays he, the Motives
awbich prompied xs to sbavdon whatever is moft dear 1o
us in Europe, and to come into this Counsry. The fole
Objeét of our Wifbes is to inform Maukind of the true
God, and to infirut them in bis boly Law : But a Cir-
cumfiance which greatly affliéts us is, the Chriftians are
forbid, by the laft Edicls, to embrace it. We there-
fore intreat you, fince yoir are fo gracioxs 1o us, to get
this taken off, removed .fo foon as am Oppertunity
Joall offer for that Purpofe. We fball be much more
touched with this Favour, tban if you was to beap
Riches and Homours upon us 3 we being affeéted with
no other Bleffing, than that of the Converfion of Souls.
The Prince was edified by what he heard ; and pro-
mifed to ferve us always to the utmoft of his Power.
He kept his Word very generoully, fome Years af-
ter, when it was thought neceflary to addrefs the
Emperor, publickly, in order to procure a Tolera-
tion for the Chriffian Religion. ~

Father Verbief, and the reft of the Jefuits in
Peking, had alwayscarneftly defired to procure fuch
a Grant. They had often refletted on the Expe-
dients neceffary for obtaining it; but then this ap-
peared fo very delicate an Affair, that they did not
dare to propofe it, for fear the antient Edicts fhould
be confirmed ; and the Chriffian Religion be thereby
reduced to a ftill lower Ebb. But Heaven,whofe Ways
are ever wonderful, inclined the Emperor to grant
what they wifhed, which was owing to the following
Accident,

This Monarch, finding his whole Empire en-
joyed a profound Peace, refolved, by way of Em-
ployment, or for Amufement fake, to learn the
European Sciences 5 among which he himfelf pitch-
ed upon Arithmetic, Euclid’s Elements, practical
Geometry, and Philofophy. Fathers Antbony Tho-

mas,
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mas, Gerbillon, and Bonvet, were ordered to draw
up Treatifes on thofe Subjeéts ; the firft having A-
rithmetic for his Province, and the two laft Euclid’s
Elements and Geometry. They wrote down their
Demonttrations in the Tartar Language; the Per-
fons who had inftructed them in thofe Tongues re-
vifing the Sheets ; and thefe, whenever they found
any Word that was obfcure, or improper, fub-
fituted another. The Fathers in queftion pre-
fented their Demonftrations, and explained them
to the Emperor, who foon comprehending every
Thing they taught him, admired our Sciences ftill
more, and applied himfelf to them with frefh Vi-
gour. )

They went every Day to the Palace, and there
paffed two Hours every Morning, and as many in
the Afternoon, with the Emperor. He ufually
would oblige them to come forward upon his Sofa,
and fit down on each fide of him, to demonftrate the
feveral Problems.

He was fo much delighted with thefe firft Lec.
tures, that he did not difcontinue them, even when
he went to his Palace of Chan-chun-yuen, two Leagues
from Peking. The Fathers were obliged to go every
Day to the former, inall Weathers, They ufed

1o fet out from Peking at four in the Morning, and
- mever returned from it till Day was clofed. No
- fooner were they come back, but they were obliged
, to go to work againj and frequently to fpend Part
. of the Night in compofing and preparing Lettures
for next Day. They fometimes were almoft ready
to fink under the Burthen of the Fatigues which
thefe uninterrupted Journies, and their nightly Pre-
rations, brought upon them ; but the Hopes they -
of ingratiating themfelves in the Emperor’s
Favour, and thereby of advancing our holy Reli-
| gion, fupported them, and foftned all their Toils,
The Emperor was not idle in their Abfence, fhc
H {3
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frequently examining, when alone, the Problems
which had been explained to him. He ufed to re-
view the feveral Demonftrations ; would fend for
fome of the Princes, his Children, and explain
thofe to them ; and could never be eafy, ‘’till he
had made himfelf a perfect Mafter of whatever he
defired to know.

The Emperor purfued this Study four or five
Years, with equal Ardour, without any ways lef-
fening his ufual Application to State-Affairs; or
failing fo much as one Day, in giving Audience to
the great Officers of his Houfhold, and the fupreme
Courts. Not contented with the {peculative Part,
he joined the Prattical, by which means Study
proved an agreeable Amufement, and he underftood
perfectly well all that was taught him. Whenever,
for Inftance, the Proportions of folid Bodies were
explained, he would order a Bowl to be brought;
caufe its exatt Weight to be taken, and its Dia-
meter to be meafured. He afterwards would cal-
culate what- Weight another Bowl muft have of the
fame Subftance, but of a larger or fmaller Diame-
ter ; or what muft be the Diameter of a Bowl of
greater or lefler Weight. He then ordered a Bowl
of a certain Weight or Diameter to be turned;
which being done, he examined whether the Practice
anfwered the Theory. He himfclf enquired, with
no lefs Accuracy, into the Proportions and Capa-
city of Cubes, Cylinders, whole or imperfe&t Cones,
Pyramids and Spheroids.

The Emperor alfo took the Declivity or Fall,
for three or four Leagues, of a River. He fome-
times would meafure, gcometrically, the Diftances
of Places, the Height of Mountains, the Breadth
of Rivers and Ponds ; he himfIf fixing his Sta-
tions, dire&ting the Inftruments, and making the
motft accurate Calculations. He afterwards would
order thofe Diftances to be meafured; and was de-

- lighted

|
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lighted whenever he found that his Calculations a-
greed exaltly with the Menfuration. Such Court-
Lords as were prefent, always expreffed their Won-
der on thefe Occafions, which feemed to pleafe him;
but he commonly turned the Difcourfe to the Praife
of the Eurgpean Sciences, and of the Fathers who
inftruted him. Such were the Emperor’s Amufe-
ments, and thus familiarly did he treat them, (a
Thing not ufual with Chimeze Monarchs) when the
Perfecution of Hamcheu broke out, which could not
g;ﬂibly have happened at a more favourable Jun-
re.

Endeavours had been ufed to ftop it in the Be-
ginning, by certai recommendatory Letters which
Prince Sofan"wrote, at Father Gerbillon’s Requeft,
from Yarzary, where he then attended upon the Em-
peror ; but thofe Letters came too late. The Vice-
roy of Chekids#, who had raifed the Perfecution,
was advanced too far to go back with Honour.
He had publithed a Declaration injurious to the
Cbriftian Faith ; had commanded the Chriftians of
the City, and of the whole Province, to return to
the eftablifhed Religion ; had fhut up our Church,

: at;d fixed a Copy of his Declaration over the Door
- of it -

: Father Intorcetta was fummoned, by his Order,
+ to appear before the lower Tribunals, and afked by
what Authority he continued in the City. That
faithful Minifter of Chrift endured patiently all
the ill Treatment he met with from the Viceroy ;
but was deeply afflited on Account of the Suffer-
ings of his Flock. What grieves me maft, faid he
in a Letter to me, #s the Cruelty which is exercifed
towards the poor Chriftians under my Care. The
Heathens [eize upon their Poffeffions s force into their
Houfes, wwbere they abufe them, and take away the
boly Images ; and fcarce a Day paffes, bui they languifb

- snder fome new Punifbment.
s iom H:2 The
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The Fathers of Peking, having received Copies
of all the Inftruments, and the feveral Proceedings
of the Viceroy; and finding the Perfecution fkill
continue, advifed with their Friends in what man-
ner they fhould a&t. The univerfal Opinion was,
that it was incumbent on them to implore the
Emperor’s Clemency, and to prefent him with the
very Copies which had been fent them. The Prince,
having a great Affettion for them, liftned favoura-
bly to their Petition ; and inftantly offered to ftop
that Perfecution, without Noife ; by commanding
the Viceroy to difcontinue his Attempts, and no
longer moleft Father Intorcetta, and the reft of the
Chriftians. But ’twill be an endlefs Work, replied
the Father very refpectfully, if your Majefly does not
gracioufly put a Stop to is at once. For if now, at a
Time that we are allowed daily Accefs to your royal
Perfon, and your Subjeits know the Favours which yon
are gracioufly pleafed to indulge us, fome of your Qff-
cers are nevertbelefs not afraid of perfecuting our boly
Religion and its Profeffors, wbat may we not jaftly
dread whben that Honour fball be densed us ?

As Father le Gobien has given an ample Detail of
this Perfecution, in his Hiflery of the Edic@ of the
Emperor of China, in favour of the Chriftian Reli-
gion, which forms the third Tome of the New Me-
moirs of China, I fhall not repeat it here. The
Emperor permitted the Faghers to prefent him with
a Petition, in order that this Matter might be fo-

-lemnly judged by the Tribunals, whofe Decifions

were to be. as a2 Law in the Provinces.

Accordingly they drew up two Petitions, with a
Defign of chufing that which would be moft to the
Purpofe. The Prince would fee them, and after
examining them hiénfclf, he ohferved that the Peti<
tions were not drawn up in fa explicit a manner, as
to oblige the Tribunals to grant their Requeft. His
Majefty did not ftop here, but was o very gracious

as
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as to caufe another, ‘which might produce the de-
fired Effcét, to be given them privately ; upon this
Fathers Pereyra and Thomas, who then prelided o-
ver the Tribunal of the Mathematics, were order-’
ed to go and prefent it publickly, on a Day of Au-
dience. The Emperor, as tho® he knew nothing -
of the Affair, received it with feveral other Papers,
and commanded the Court of Rites to examine it,
agreeably to the ufual Cuftom, and make their Re-
port io him. I have been told it was hinted, in the
Em cior’s Name, that it would be proper for them
to tavour the Ewropean Fathers on that Occafion.
However, the Mandarins did not comply ; for af-
ter ecnumerating the feveral Edi&s which had been
made during his Minority again{t the Chriftian Re-
ligion, with the moft odious Particulars they con-
tained ; the Refult of their Conferences was, that
this Affair had been already decided; and that the
Exerc:fc of our Religion ought to be forbid in Cbi-
ma. The Emperor, being unfatisfied with this An-
fwer, rejected it; and commanded them to re-exa-
mine that Petition. This plainly fthewed, that he
wanted them to return a favourable Anf{wer; but
they were found equally inflexible in the fecond Re-
port made by them; they rejeting our Religion,
and infifting, that it ought not to be legally ap-
proved of in the Empire.

You poffibly will wonder, thata Tribunal * fhould

prefume to make fuch repeated Oppolitions, when
3 we

® There are fix Tribunals, or fupreme Courts, in Peking.
The Bufinefs of the chief Tribunal, or Ly oo, is to furnith
Mandarins for the feveral Provinces of the Empire; to keep
a tri@ Eye over their Condu&, to examine their good o bad
ities ; and to make a Report thereof to the Monarch, in
. order that the Virtue and Merit of fome may be recompenced,
" by raifing them to the higheft Offices; and that others may be
panithed, by degrading them when they have aéted in 2 manner
voworthy of their CharaGter. The Chiefs of the Ly poo are pro-

perly che Inquifitors of State, To this Court four Tnb:l-
nals
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we confider the implicit Obedience which all the
Mandarins in China pay, not only to the Orders,
but

nals are fubordinate. The firft makes Choice of Perfons quali-
lified to fill the Offices of the Empire: The fecond Enquires into
the Conduét of the Mandarins : The third feals all judicial A&s,
and gives the Mandarins their teveral Signets ; and the fourth ex-
amines into the Merit of all Perfons of Diftin&icn in the Empire.

The fecond fupreme Court called Hoopoo, or chief . Treajurer
of the King, fuperintends all the Finances; and takes Care of
tte Emperer’s Patrimony, Trealure, Expences, and Revenues,
There Orders are difpatched for Saiaries and Penfions ; and with
regard to the D-livery of Money, Rice, and Silk, diitributed to
the great Loids, and the feveral Mandarins of the Empire.
Here an exact Catalogue is kept of the feveral Families, and of
all tl.e Duties to be paid from the Cuftem-houfes and public Ma-
gazires. ‘'he Bufinefs of this Court being vaftly extenfive,
there are fourteen fubordinate Tribun-ls (agreeably to the num-
ber of the Provinces of the Empire) to affift it.

The third fovereign Court, called Li poo, or the Tribunal of
Rites, has the Direétion of all Rites and Ceremonies, and of
Arts and Sciences. Tt alfo fuperintends the imperial Mafic, and
examines all Perfons who are Candidates for Degrees. It alfo
gives Advice with Regard to Titles of Honour, and other Di-
ftinctions. It likewife has the Care of the Temples and Sacri-
fices offercd by the Emperor; and its Infpetion extends like-
wife to fuch Banquets as the Prince gives to Subje@s or Foreizn-
ers. This Tribunal likewife receives, entertains, and difmiffes
Embafladors. To conclude, it has the Dire®tion of the liberal
Arts, and of the three Laws or Religions tolerated in the Em-
pire, iz 1. of the learned, or the Difciples of Coanfucius; 2.
of the 7ao gz (called by fome, I beiieve, Li-Laokam,) and 3.
the Difciples of the Idol Fo; whereby it is a Kind of Spiritual
Court, of which frequent Mention is made in thefe Letters of
our Jefuits. Of the four Tribunals fubordinate to this Coort 3
the firft delibzrates on the moft important Affzirs of State ; the
fecond has an Eye to the Sacrifices offered by the Emperor; to
the Temples, Mathematics, and the feveral Religions: T'he third
receives fuch Perions as are fent to Ccurt; and the fourth has
the Dircétion of the Emperor’s Table.

The ‘Tribunal of Arms, called Ping poo, is the fourth fa-
preme Court, and fuperintends the Soldiery throughout the whole
smpire.  All Officers, as well general as particular, are depen-
dant on it. This Tribunal examines them with refpe& to their
" Exercifes, keeps the Fortrefles in good Repair, fills the Arfe-
nals ; prcvides Arms, both offenfive and defenfive ; and alfo Am-
munition and Provifions. It gives Orders for making Arms of

every
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but even to the moft inconfiderable Defires of the
Emperor. Poffibly the Averfion which the Chi-
H 4 neze

every Kind ; and is to provide all Things neceflary for the De-
fence and Sifety of the Empire. Of the four Tribunals fubor-
dinate to i, the firft difpofes of all military Employments, and
takes Care that the Troops be well difciplined ; the fecond or-
ders the Officers and Soldiers to their feveral Quartere, and pro-
vides for the Safety of Cities and Highways ; the third has an

_Eye to the Horfes of the Empire; to the Pofts, Stages, impe-

rial Inns, and Barges or Boats; and the fourth gives Direion
for making Arms of every Kind, and for filling the Arfenals.

Hixng-poo is the fifth fapreme Court, which is as the Criminal-
chamber of the Empire. This examines all Criminals, and
fertences them as the Laws dire®. There are fourteen Tribu-
nals, (one for each Province of the Empire) fubordinate to it.

The fixth and laft fovereign Court called Cong poo, is the Tri-
bunal of pablic Works ; and its Bufinefs is to keep the Palaces in
Repair, both thofe of the Emperor, of the Tribunal,, of the
Princzs of the Blood, and Viceroys ; the Sepulchres of the Em-
perors, Templss, é2c. It alfo has the Direction of the Towers,
triumphal Arches, Caufeways, Bridges, Dykes, Rivers, Canals, °
and Lakes, Streets, Highways, Barks, &'c. This Court has
alfo four fubordinate Tribunals ; the firit prepares the Plans and
D:figns for the public Works; the fecond has an Eye to the
Shops of Maons, Carpenters, &Jc. the third looks to the
Regairs of Canals, Bridges, Caufeways, Roads, {Jc. the fourth
has the Care of the royal Palaces, Gardens, and Orchards.

Each of thefe inferior Tribunals has a Houfe apart, with
proper Halls or Rooms, and is compofed of two Prefidents,
and twenty-four Counfellors, Chineze and Tartars; not to men-
tion a great Number of under-Officers belonging to every Tri-
bunal, as Clerks, Regifters, Meflengers, Sergeants, &5c.

To prevent thefe feveral Courts from leflening the imperial
Auchority, the Care following has been taken. 1. None of
thefe Tribunals have an abfolute Power, in Matters brought be-
fore them, but muft apply to another, before its Decifions can
be pat in Execution.

-2. Infpe€ors or public Cenfors, called Cotaos, are eftablithed.
Thefe are Officers whofe Duty it is to obferve all that paffes in
every Tribunal ; they are to give the Emperor Notice of all
Faults committed by the Mandarins ; and they do not fpare even
the Mouarch himfelf, when be ftands in need of Admonition.
Thefe Cotaos are greatly dreaded, and have given aftonifhing
Inoflances of their Courage and Perfeverance. When the Peti»
tions of thefe Cenlors are referred by.the Emperor, according to
Cuftom, to the Tribunals, in order for thefe to deliberate upon

them,
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7eze have always entertained for Foreigners, mighe
have induced fome of them, on this Occalion, to
oppofc the Chriftian Religion fo very openly 5 but I
am of Opinion, that their Inflexibility arofe from
another ﬁ'lotive. Whenever the Emperor atks a
Quettion of the Tribunals, and they return an An-

them, the Mandarins feldom contradi& the Cenfors, for fear they
themfelves fhoutd be accufed, which gives thc Centors great Au-
thority in the Kmpire .

. Befides the fix chief Tribunals abovementiined, there is ano~
ther alfo in Peéing, whofe Buiinels is to examine all Affairs re-
lating to the Princes, which are not confoinded with thoie of
the common People. Another Trbunal, called Han /in yuen,
isa Sort of Academy, all whoie Members are compofed of
Perfons of the greateft Genius and Learning in the Empire.
Thefe Members have the Care of the Educ-tion of the Prince,
‘who is Heir apparent; and they are required to inftru&t tim in
Virtue, the Sciences, the Ars ot Government, and good Breed-
ing. They are the Hiftoriograpiiers of the Empirc, aad are ob-
liﬁ:d to compofe ufeful Books. They are properly the Literati
of the Emperor, who converfes with them on learned Matters ;
and often appoints fome of them his prime Minifters, or Prefi~
dents of the chief Tribunals. ‘

- In every Province there is a fupreme Tribunal, to which fe-
veral others are fubordinate : And in all the capital Cities of the
Provinces two Tribunals are eftablithed, the one for civil, and
the other for criminal Affuirs.

I might have begun with another Tribunal, called Nu: yuen,
or the Jnward Court, becaufe it it kept within the Palace. This
s the Emperor’s Privy Council, and is compofed of three Orders
of Mandarins. The firlt are properly Minifters of State, and
their Fun&ion is to examine almoft all fuch Petitions, on what
Subject foever, as the fupreme Tribunals are to prefent to the
Monarch : T he Mandarins of the fecond Order are a Kind of Af-
fiftants to the former, and out of them are cholen the Viceroys,
and the Prefidents of the other Tribunals. The Mardarins of
the third Order are Secretaries to the, Emperor. Moft Affairs of
Importance are examined and decided by this Tribunal, except
the Monarch gives Orders for aflembling the great Council,
which is compofed of all the Minifters of State, the chief Prefi-
dents and Aflitants of the fix fupreme Courts, and the three

rincipal Uribunals, See du Halde's China. The Relation a-
gove will enable the Reader to underftand many Particulars,
mentioned in the Letters of our Jefuits, which otherwifs might
not have been fo intelligible,

{wer
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fwer agreeably to the Laws, they cannot be blamed ;
wherias if their Anfwer is repugpant to them, the
Cenfors of the Empire have a Right to impeach
them 3 and the Emgeror is authorized to punith
them, for pronouncing in Oppofition to the Laws.
That which confirms me in my Opinion is, Prince
Sofan told the Emperor piainly, that it would be
abfolutely neceffary for him to exert his Authority,
in order for the repealing fuch Edi&s as were le-
velled againft the Chriftian Faith. Farther, Time
has fhewn that the Court of Rites, fo far from op-
pofing us, as formerly, has been inclined, of late
Years, to favour us, .

Howecver this be, the Emperor perceiving that
nothing was done by the Tribunals, refolved to ap-
prove the Judgment of the Court of Rites. This
Court permitied Father Intorcet!a to -refide in Ham-
cheu 3 allowing the Europeans only to worfhip the
true God in their Churches, and to profefs the Chri-
fian Religion ; but forbidding all Chineze whatfo-
ever 1o embrace its Tenets; and confirming, at the
fame Time, the antient Edi&s. The News of this
was asa Thunder-bolt to the Fathers ; and furpriz’d
them to fuch a Degree, that the Emperor was un-
cafy. Accordingly he endeavoured to footh them;
but their Affliction was too great to receive any
Confolation from the kinde Words. #% are like
(faid they to thofc who fpoke to them in the Mo-
narch’s Name) 2o Perfons wbo bave perpetually before
their Eyes the dead Bodies of their Parents: An Ex-

reflion which ftrongly affets the Chineze. The
Emperor offered to fend fome of them into the
Provinces, with fuch honourable Marks of Diftin-
&ion, as might evidently fhew to all his Subjetts,
the Regard he had for the European Fathers, and
how greatly he approved of their Religion. At
laft, finding that their Grief, fo far from decreafing
grew more violent every Day ; and that they fecm;-‘

¢
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ed to have a total Difregard for all Things, he fent
for Prince Sofan, in order to take, in concert with
him, fuch Meafures as might fatisfy the Fathers.

This zealous Minifter now called to mind the
Promife he made Father Gerbdillon at the Peace of
Nipcheu.  After applauding the Fathers, he repre-
fented to the Emperor the important Services they
had done the Government, and thofe they daily did
his Majefty. Ide obferved, that as they profeflfed
a Contempt for Riches and Honours, the only fit
Recompence was, to permit them to preach their
Law, publickly, in every part of the Empire; that
this Law muft be holy, fince it was levelled againft
Vice in general, and inculcated the Prattice of the .
feveral Virtues. The Emperor declared, that all
Prince Sofan faid was true, But bow will it be
poffible ({faid that great Monarch) s0 fatisfy them, in
cafe the Tribunals perfif in refufing to approve their
Religion.  Sir, anf{wered he, only fbew them that you
will be obeyed.  Pleafe but to give Orders, and I'll go
to the Mandarins ; and be affured, Pl deliver myfelf
in fuch firong Terms, that not one of them fball refufe
to comply with your Majefty’s Demands.

I fhall not here mention the Speech he made to.
them, it being inferted in the abovementioned
Book *. *Twas delivered with a Livelinefs, a Pa-
thos, and Majefty, worthy of " the illuftrious Speak-
er; and was equally expreflive of his good Senfe,
his Courage, his Rectitude, and greatnefs of Soul.
The Tartar Mandarins firft yielded to the Force of
his Arguments ; and were followed by the Chineze +,
who complied in every Refpe&t. The Inftrument
was drawn up inftantly, when the Prince infert-
ed in it fuch vaft Encomiums of the Cbriffian Law

* The Hiftory of the Edi& of the Emperor of China, in fa-
vour of the Chriftian Religion.
. + The Tribunals, fince the Conqueft of China, are compefed
half of Ckimeze, and the Remainder of Tartars.

or
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or Religion, that the Emperor, as we are told, ftruck
out fome of them with his own Hand. However,
he permitted the moft effential Articles to ftand,
fuch as thofe relating to the Sanétity of our Reli-
gion 3 the exemplary Lives of the Miffionaries who
had preached it during an hundred Years in China 3
the germiﬂion indulged the Natives to embrace it ;
and the Prefervation of fuch Churches as were al-
ready built. He ratified thefe feveral Articles,. and
then the Tribunal of Rites fent them, purfuant to
Cuftom, to all the Cities of the Empire, where they
were publickly fet up, and regiftered in all the Au-
diences or Jurifdi&ions,

In this Manner the fo-long-wifhed-for Toleration
of the Cbrifiian Religion, for which fo many Pray-
ers had been offered up both in Eurgpe and China,
was obtained ; and by a particular Difpofition of
Providence, Heaven permitted that the Sciences we
profefs, and which we had endeavoured to learn
perfectly before we left Europe, fhould induce the
Emperor to acquiefce with our Defires ; fo trueit is,
that thefe Expedients, tho’ altogether human, thould
not be neglected ; and yet they ought not to be re-
lied upon as Aids that are infallible, or abfolutely
neceffary ; fince the Eftablifhment of Religion, and
the Converfion of Infidels, is ever owing to the all-
powerful Grace of Heaven.

‘We have been often told fince, that certain Mif~
fionaries feemed to lay no great Strefs upon this E-
di&, becaufe they had not all the Liberty they
wifhed, in order for them to fettle in various Places;
and that fome Mandarins ftill oppofed the preaching
of the Gofpel, and would not permit the Heatbens
to turn Chriftians. In my Opinion, this is not a
juft Way of Thinking; for fuppofing that the Em-
peror had given them leave to build Churches every
where, (a Circumftance not declared in his Edict)
9et 2 Miffionary fhould ever confider, that Perfecu-

: tions
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tions are infeparable from his State of Life, and the
Endcavours he may exert for God’s Glery. One
might atk the Pcrfons in queftion, if it would be
eafy for them to fettle, at Pleafure, -in all the Cities
of Eurape, where the Governors and Magiftrates are
Cbrifiians, and difpofed to favour every Thing re-
lating to the Service and Glory of God *. °Tis
therefore no Wonder that fome Oppolition fhould be
met with in China, whofe Mandarins arc Heatbens,
and fometim.;s particular Friends of the Bonzes, or
very averfe to the Cbriftian Religion. *Tis certain
however,. that thefe Mandarins are very much re-
ftrained by this Edi&t; and that the Miffionaries,
ever fince we obtained it, live much more unmo-
lefted in the Provinces than before; they are no
longer perfecuted on Account of fuch Churches as
they already poflefs; and in cafe they are defirous
of building new ones, they need but ingratiate them-
felves with the Governors and other Officers of the
Places, either by making them fome Prefent, or by
procuring powerful Recommendations to them.
Such Mandarins as love us, take every Opportunity
of enforcing the Emperor’s Declaration, in order to
‘fupport us againft our Enemies. To conclude, *tis
certain that the Emperor thinks he has indulged us
no fmall Favour on this . Occafion ; for, being told
that all the Fathers were come to return him
Thanks: Tbey bave great Reafoh to do fo, replied
he; bowever, bid them fend Word to their Brethren
in the Provinces, not to take too much Advantage of
the Permiffion now given them ; but to make a prudent

**Tis univerfally known, that the Jefuits would not be well rs-
ceived in Proteflant Ccantries, *Tis Death for them to be found
in England ; and they have been more than once banifhed out of
fome Romifb Kingdoms, where they now bear confiderable
Sway. Their Arts and Ab.IRies are not unknown to the People
of thofe Countries, where they are as much fufpefted and hated,
by I’Multitudes, as by us. | This I myfelf was an Ear-witnefs 1
in France.

. 1 l‘fl"
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Ul of it, fo that 1 may never bear amy more Com-
plaints om that Account from the Mandarios: For,
added he, fbould thefe fend up any, Il repeal it that
Inftant, and then they can blame no one but themfelves.

This Affair of the Edi&t being ended, the Em-
peror refumed his Studies, and the Fathers devoted -
themfclves to his Service with freth Ardour. He
being defirous of having fome mathematical Inftru=
ments, we fent him ours, which he Liad feen be-
fore, but did not then know their Ules. Thefe ap-

to him fo neat and accurate, (they being
made by the ableft Artifts in Paris) that he defired
more. The Mandarins therefore caufed Enquiry to
be made in the feveral Ports for. fome, and fent all
foch as they could meet with, to Pekmg. The
Emperor, at firft, received all of what Kind foever
which were fent him; and it put the Fathers be-
longing to the Court to no fmall Pains, to guefs the
feveral Ufes for which they were defigned ; they
being obliged to exprefs every Thing clearly in
Writing, and to fhew it this Monarch, who is vaft-
ly exact, and enquires into the minuteft Particu-
lars.

At this Time there were but five French Fathers
in China, two at Court, and three in the Provinces.
I myfelf was at Nankin with Father Gabiani, and
the Bithops of Bafilea and Argolis, as was faid a-
bove. Fathers Vifdelou and le Comte were labouring
very fuccefsfully in the Provinces of Xanf and Xenfr,
when Satan, the Enemy to our Peace, gave us ano-
ther Caufe of Afflition. The Portugueze of Ma-
cao had feized a young Fremch Painter, who was
bringing our Penfions, with fome Books and ma-.
thematical Inftruments; and throwing him into
Prifon, fent him, under a ftrong Guard, to Goa,
where he died fome Time after in Confinetnent,
The Lofs we fuftained oa this Occafion was fo con-
fiderable, that Fathers Je Comte and Vifdelou wer;

. force
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forced to quit their Miffions, and go and refide near
the Ports, in order to fubfift themfelves. I went
with Father /e Comte to Canton, in hopes of reco-
vering our Monies, and to prevent all fuch Acci-
dents for the future. We made fome pretty curious
Obfervations during our Journey, and at Canton ;
and, among others, Father /e Comsealfo drew, from
alarge Scale, a Chart of the tranfit'of Mercury over
the Sun: Alfo a Chart of the River from Nankin to
Canton.  As we pafled thro’ Nanchan-foo, Nangan-
foo, and Cancheu-foo, we took the Latitudes of
thofe feveral Cities.

The Tfonto * of the Province of Canton, being
informed of our Arrival in that City, did us the
Honour to fend one of his Officers, to invite us to
vifit him in Chao-kin, a City of the firlt Clafs +
where he ufually refides. He is a worthy Noble-
man, and extremely complaifant : He is generous,

® 'T'ig the Emperor who nominates fuch Mandarins as are to be
invefled with any Authority in the Provinces, which are go-
verned by two principal Officers, to whom all the reft are fub-
ordinate. 'The one is called Foo yuen, who is as the Viceroy or
Governor; and the other, whofe Jurifdi&tion is much more ex-
tenfive, (he commanding over two, and fometimes three Pro-
vinces) is called Tfon-20. Thefe two Officers are at the Head
of the fupreme Tribunal of the Province, in which all impor-
tant Affairs, whether civil or criminal, are determined. he
Emperor fends all his Orders immediately to them, and they
inftantly tran{mit thofe Orders to the feveral Cities in their
Diftri®. Tho' the Authority of the Tfon-to is very great, it~
yet does not interfere with that of the particular Viceroys, but
all Matters are {o well regulated, that they never have any Con-
teft about their feveral Jurifdictions.
.+ I believe this is reckoned the fixth City of the Prevince of
Canton, in Father du Hald”s Ch/na. °'Tis faid to be the figeft
City, and the beft built, in the whole Province ; and is the Seat
of the Tfonto. It flands on the River Tabo ; and in the Eaftern
Part of the City is a Tower nine S:ories high. Upon the Ri-
ver are above five thoufand Barks, which are longer than our
fmall Veflels, in each of which a Family lives: befides a vaft
Number of Fifhing-boats, and Canoes to crofs the River, there
being no Bridge over thefe great Rivers, In this Countsy are a
great Number cf Peacocks, buth wild and tame.

R refpected
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refpected by the Mandarins, idolized by the People,
and a Friend to the Fremch, whom he has always
treated with peculiar Marks of Diftinétion. During
the four Journies I took to Canton, either about our
private Affairs or by the Emperor’s Order, I had
frequent Opportunities of vifiting him, and of gain-
ing his Efteem. .

The Paffage from Canton to Chao-kin is by Wa-
ter. At the Diftance of five Leagues we meet with
Fo-cban, the greateft Village in the World. Icall
it a Village becaufe it has no Walls, nor any parti-
cular Governor, though it is happy in a great
Trade, and confifts of more Inhabitants, and even
Houfes, than Canton; it being computed to contain
a Million of Souls at leaft. The Jefuits of the Pro-
vince of Fapan have a fine Church there, and a nu-
merous Flock. Twelve Leagues above Fo-cban,
the River is divided into three Arms; the one
comes from the North, the other runs to Chao-kin,
and the third to Canton. At this Conflux ftands a
City of the third Clafs, called San-choue, that is,
the tbree Rivers, or three Waters. When an Envoy
of Diftinction comes from Court, the Tfonto and
Viceroy go and receive him in that City ; and con-
du¢t him thus far, at his Return. This obliged
them to build, on the River Side, a Houfe, the
View of which is inchanting, The Augyfin Friars
have a Miffion in Chao-kin. I have often lodged in’ -
their Houfe; and I there became acquainted with
Father Michael Rubio, a Man of great Prudence,
Integrity, Sincerity, and Learning; %)alitia which
gained him the Affection of all the Miffionaries.

At our Return to Nankin, where we had left
Father Vifdelou, we refolved to fend Father
Comte into Europe, to tranfa&t fome Affairs relat-
ing to our Miffion. About this Time died Grego-
ry Lopez, Bithop of Bafilea, Apoftolical Vicar of
Nankin, Peking, and the reft of the northern Pro-

: vinces
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vinces of China. He made a very pious End ; and
we attended "at his Funeral, which was performed
in the fame Manner with that of Father Verbieft.
About the Clofe of the Year 1692, Father 7if:
delou and I returned to Caonton, where it was necef-
" fary for us to take a Houfe, to receive the Miffio-
naries whom we expected. We had purchafed the
Houfe, and had fcarce begun furnithing it, when
an Order came from the Emperor, for us both to
go to Court. *Twas alfo declared, in the fame Or-
der, that Father /e Comte thould go thither alfo, ac
his Return from Euxrspe, whereof we were com-
manded to give him Notice. This News gave the
higheft Satisfation to the Apoftolical Vicars and
Miffionaries. Pafling thro’ the Province of Nax-
kin, we had the Confolation to embrace Father
Gabiani for the laft Time. He was then troubled
with the Infirmities which, two Yearsafter, brought
him to the Grave; he being quite worn out with
Toils, and dear to Heaven. We alfo faw the Bi-
thip of Argolis, and the reverend Father de Leoniffa,
Apoftotical Vicar ot Nankinand Peking, in the Place
of the Bithop of Bafilea. They both laid great
Strefs upon us, and were of Opinion, that it
might be in our Power to do them fignal Service
at Court,
+ The Emperor, at our Arrival thither, was fick 3
- and Fathers Gerdillon and Pereyra lay every Night
in the Palace, by his Order. This great Prince,
notwithftanding his Indifpofition, did not forget us;
but fent, to fome Leagues Diftance from the City,
the rett of the Fathers, with a Gentleman of his
Chamber, who told us, by the Emperor’s Com-
mand, that had he known the Road we were to
come, he would have fent them ftill farther on to
meet us. We now alighted at the Palace, and fpent
the reft of the Day there, in an Apartment near
that of the Emperor, where the Prince, his eldeft
Son,



TR AVELS of the Jesvrrs. 113

Son, was pleafed to come and fee us; on which
Occafion he treated us very gracioufly. We alfo
were vifited by the Hoan-tai-ce, his fecond Son, and
the Heir-apparent.

As this Prince is extremely well fkilled in the
Chineze Books, he difcovered a peculiar Affection
for Father de Vifdelou, who was looked upon as a
great Mafter in them. After converfing fome 1'ime,
the Prince fent for feveral of the antient Books, and
fthewed them to the Father, who, the Inftant he

them (in what Part foever) read them with
fo much Eafe and Perfpicuity, that the Prince was
g:‘furprized, and faid twice or thrice to the Man-
s who accompanied, him, 72 toog, thatis, be
snderfiands them perfeitly. He then atked what his
inion was concerning the Chineze Books, and
Whether they agreed with our Religion, The Fa-
, ther, after excufing himfelf with Modefty, replied, -
that our Religion might agree with the Particolars
found in the antient Books, but not with the Wri-
tings of the Interpreters. *Tis certain, faid the
Prince, that the modern Interpreters bave [ometimes
mifiaken the Senfe of our antient Autbers. Ever fince
that Conference, the Prince in Queftion has always
difcovered a great AffeGtion for Father Vifdelou 5
and of this he gave him the moft diftinguifhed
Proofs, which we hope will one Day greatly re-
dound to the Advantage of our Religion. This
Prince fpoke to us concerning the Boos of Faher
Matthew Ricci 3 and beftowed fuch high Encomiums
on the Genius and Erudition of this Father, the
Founder of the Miflion of Ching, that the moft
learned Chineze would have thought themielves ho-
noured ? the Compliment.

The Emperor had carefully examined, during
two Years, our European Medicines ; and particu-
larly che medicinal Lozenges ®, which the King of

® The French is Pétes Medicinales.

Vou. Il I France
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France caufes to be diftributed all over his Kingdom
‘We had informed him of the feveral Difeafes they
cured in France; and he himfelf had feen, by ya-
rious Experiments, Perfons who lay at the point of
Death, and were thought paft all Hopes of Reco-
very, quite out of Danger the very next Day.
The furprizing Effeéts produced by this Medicine,
made him give it the Name of Chin-yo, or the &-
vine Medicine. The Difeafe he then was troubled
with, was the Beginning of a malignant Fever.
Though he knew, by feveral undoubted Experi-
ments, that this Medicine would cure him, yet the
Cbhineze Phyficians did not think proper that he
fhould take it, and therefore prefcribed different
Things; but the Emperor finding himfelf grow
worfe, and fearing to be light-headed, he refolved
to d his own Way, and accordingly took
half a Dofe of this Medicine. The Fever left him
that Evening, and the fucceeding Days he was bet-
ter. He afterwards had fome Agu;-Fits, which
flibly might be owing to his not having

Eﬂicie}:xtly.g Though thefe Fits were.not v};:lrg:c:
and did not laft above two Hours, he yet was a lit.
tle uneafy. He now caufed Proclamation to be
made throughout the whole City, commanding
all Perfons, who were acquainted with any Remes
dies for the Ague, to inform him of them immedi-
ately ; declaring farther, that all who were troubled
with that Diftemper, might come to the Palaceand
be cured. A great Number of Trials were made
daily, on which Occalion a Bonze diftinguithed him-
felf in a particular Manner. He order’d a Pail of
freth Water, drawn from a Well, to be

him, in Prefence of four of the chief Noblemen
of the Court, whom the Emperor had difpatched
to receive the feveral Medicines which thould be
fent ; and to affift at the Experiments, and afterwards
make their Report to him.  Thefe four Noblemren
: . . were
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were Prince Sofan, Mim-ta-gin, one of the Empe-
ror’s Uncles, and an Uncle of the Prince, all of
them Minifters of State, and Perfons of confum-
mate Wifdom. The Bonze filled a Difh with the
Water in queftion; when going out of the Room,
he prefented it firft to the Sun, raifing his Hands
and Eyes towards Heaven 3 then turning himfelf to
the four Quarters of the World, he made an hun~
dred Poftures, which feemed myfterious to the Hea-
thews. Having done this, he ordered a Perfon (then
upon his Knees) troubled with an Ague, who ear-
neftly defired to be cured, to drink this Water 3
but the Remedy had no Effet, and the Bowxze was
therefore looked upon as a Cheat.

Matters were in this State, when Father de #if
delow and 1 arrived at Court, bringing with us a
Pound of the Perwvian Cortex, which Father Doli
bad been o kind as to fend us, when he was in
Pondicbery. The Cortex was not then known in
Peking. We then went and offered it, declaring it

to be the beft Specific in Ewrope againtt Agues.

The four Noblemen abovementioned received us
with Joy. We told them how it was to be pre-
pared and taken, agreeably to the Inftructions pub-
lithed in France, by Order of the King. They then
afked. what Country the Cortex was brought from,
what were its. , the Difeafes it cured, 'and
in what Maaner the King had made it public for
the Benefit of his Subjects; after beftowing on the
Perfon who pofleffed that Secret a Reward worthy
of fo great a Monarch.

On the Morrow three Perfons troubled with A<
gues took the Bark., The firft took it after the Fit
was over, the fecond on the Day that it feized him,
and the third on the Day he was free from it. I
know not whether God thought proper to difplay
his Power on that Occafion, or whether it was the
natural Effe&t of the Cortex. Be this as it will, the

I2 three
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three Patients being kept in the Palace, and watched
by certain Perfons appointed for that Purpofe, wereall
cured with once taking the Cortex. This was told
the Emperor, who thereupon would have taken a
Dofe of the Cortex that very Day, had not the Heir-
apparent, who was vaftly uneafy on Account of his
Father’s Sicknefs, (he loving him with all the Ten-

. dernefsof filial Affection) apprehended that the try-

ing a Medicine which was not yet known, might
be attended with ill Confequences. He therefore
fent for the four Noblemen, and blamed them for
mentioning it fo foon to the Emperor. They ex-
cufed themfelves with Modefty ; but to prove that
the Cortex was not at all dangerous, (for, from the
feveral Particulars we told them, they concluded
it could be no Ways hurtful) they all four offered
to take it, to which the Prince confented. Emme-
diately Cups were brought with fome Wine and

"fome Bark, The Prince himfelf made the Mixture,
- and each of the four Noblemen drank a Quantity

of it about fix in the Evening. They then with-
drew, and flept foundly, without finding the leaft
ill Effet. The Emperor, who had not been able
to clofe his Eyes, fent for Prince Sofan about three
in the Morning ; when hearing that he and the reft
of the Noblemen were well, he took the Coriex
without any farther Ceremony. He expetted the
Fic about three in the Afternoon, but miffed it ;
and was quite eafy the reft of the Day, and the
Night following. ~ A general Joy now appeared in
the whole Palace; and, in the Morning, the four
Noblemen congratulated us on the Excellency of
our Medicine,. 'We afcribed all the Glory of it to
God, who had beftowed his Blefling upon it. The
Ewmperor continued to take the Cortex the follow-
ing Days, and grew better daily *,
Being;
*® *Tis well known that this Cortex or Bark comes from the
Wp-Indies. The Tree whence it is taken grows in Pera, in
the
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Being entirely recovered, the Monarch rewarded
all fuch as had attended upon him during his In-
difpofition, or brought him any Medicines, -tho®
they had not been taken.  But he punifhed three of
his Phyficians, for being of Opinion, when his Di-
ftemper was moft violent, that it would not be pro-
per to give him any Phyfic. How! (faid he to
them) you forfake me when in danger, for fear you
Joould be accufed of killing me ; and yet are not afraid
I foould die, for want of Afffiance. He thereupon
commanded the Tribunal of Crimes to enquire in-

to their Proceedings, and to judge them purfuant
to the Laws. This Tribunal condemned them to

the Province of Quits, on Mountains near the City of Loxa.
The Natives call it Ganaperide, and the Spaniards, Palo de Ca-
lenturas, or Fever-wood. The Tree is about the Size of the
Cherry-tree; its Leaves are round, indented ; the Fiower is
long and reddith, whence fprings a Pod or Husk, containing a
white, flat Kernel, inclofed in a thin Film or Skin. This Tree
#s of two Kinds, the one cultivated, and the other wild ; but
the former is greatly preferable to the other. The Cortex was
not known to the Europeans till the Year 1640. In 1649 the
Jefuits of Rome gave it great Reputation in Jtaly and Spain.
Cardinal d¢ Lugo firft brought it into France in 1650. Having fo
zing an Effe® in the Cure of Fevers, ‘twas fold for its
Weight in Gold ; and being pounded, 'twas called Cardinal e
Lago’s Powder. Many Phyficians were Enemies to it at firft,
and among others, Chifet and Plempins ; -but a numberlefs mul-
titude of Experiments that were inade in all Parts of Europes
and the furprizing Effe@s which it was found to have daily, at
Iaft coavincgd even the Obftinate, that it is one of the moft ex-
cellent Drugs in the Materia Medica, fo that none but the Igno-
rant exclaim againft it. Mr. Barbeyrac, a famous Phyfician of
Montpellier, was one of the firft wha employed it very fuccefsful~
ly, and greatly increafed its Reputations and the higheft Ap-
plaules were beftowed upon it by Stxrmins, Willis, Sydenbam,
Morton, Doleus, and many other celebrated Phyficians. The
Good done by thet]efuiu Bark, and the Evils which ma-
ny olf their Maxims are {uppofed to caufe, fuggefted the follow-
ing Limes.
Jefuits, yoar Bark fo many thoufands faves ;
Your Maxims bring fuch Numbers to their Graves ;
*T'is hard to fay, where Good thus blends with Evil,
Whether you are of God, or of the Devil, ;
I3 die ;
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dic; however, the Emperor was pleafed to com-
mute their Sentence, and ordered them to be ba-
nithed. o :

The Monarch did not forget us on this Occalion,
he declaring publickly, that the medicinal Lozenges
which Fathers Gerbillon and Bowvet brought, had
faved his Life ; and that the Cortex which Father de
Vifdeloy and I admipiftred to him, had cured him of
the Ague, and therefore he was determined to re-
ward us accordingly. He fent for the Plans of
the feveral Houfes belonging to him in the firft
Inclofure of his Palace; and made Choice of the
largeft and moft commodious, which had belonged
to a Mandarin, Governor of the Heir-apparent ;
this Mendarin being guilty of a Crime which de-
ferved Death, all his Pofleflions had been confifca-
ted, and himfelf banithed to Zartary.

Fuly 4, 1693, the Emperor fent for us to the
Palace, when one of the Gentlemen of his Cham-
ber fpoke thus, in hisName : Tbe Emperor gives, to
all four of you, a Houfe in the Hoang-Ching, or frft
Inclofure of bis Palace.  After hearing thefe Words,
on our Knees, according to the Chineze Ceremonial,
we rofe up ; when the Officer in queftion condu&-
ed us to tﬁc Emperor’s Apartment, to offer up our
Thanks in it, though the Monarch was abfent,
Several Mandarins who happened to be there acci-
dentally, joined in the Ceremony, as well as Father
Pereyra and another Jefuit, who were come to the
Palace upon other Bufinefs, Thefe drew up to the
right and left, none of them being feated, but ob-
ferving a dcedg Silence, whilft Fathers Gerbillon,
Bouvet, de Vifdelou, and myfelf, ftanding in a line in
the midft of them, kneeled thrice, and made three
times that number of Bows, fo very low, that our
Foreheads touched the Ground, in token of our Gra-
titude, We repeated this Ceremony next Day before
the Emperor, who was fo gracious as to fend for us

. n
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in private, and to exprefs him&lf in the moft ob-
liging Terms: He caufed to be delivered to Fa-
ther Bowvet, the feveral Prefents he fent to France;
commanding him to inform our Monarch of the'
Grant with which he had juft before favoured us,

‘We took Pofleflion of our Houfe the 12th of
Fuky 5 but as it was-not fitted up after the Evropean
Manner, the Emperor commanded the Tribunal
of Buildings, to make whatever Alterations we
thould defire, which was immediately done; this
Tribunal fending four Architects, with the proper
Materials, and appointing as many Mandarins to
carry on the Work. All Things being got ready,
the 19th of December we dedicated our Chapel to
Chrift dying on the Crofs for the Salvation of Man-
kind ; and on the Morrow it was opened in Cere-
mony. Several Cbrifiians came thither in the
Morning, and praifed God for permitting himfelf
to be worthipped in the Emperor’s Palace, where
none but impious Sacrifices had, ’till then, been of-
fered. Father Vifdelow preached a Sermon, the
Subject of which was, the Neceflity of keeping
holy the Sabbath Day and all Feftivals, and of
coming to Church at thofe Times,

From that Time Father Gerbillon preached every
Sunday ; and cxplained to his Auditors the chief
Duties of Chriftianity. We baptized feveral Cate~
chumens, who brought us their Idols; and threw
them under the Tables and Benches, to fhow how
greatly they defpifed them. We never failed -of
a Chriftning every Sunday and Holiday. Father de
¥ifdelox undertook to inftruct the Profelytes; fo that
we foon had a very numerous Congregation. The -
moft fervent of thefe Cbriffians brought their Friends .
to difcourfe with us concerning the Law of God.
The famous Hig-cum, an old Eunuch of the Pa-
lace, diftinguithed himfelf in a peculiar Manner,
in this charitable Work. About this Time we alfo

. bap-
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baptized a Tartarian Colonel belonging to the Eme
peror’s Houthold. I omit many other Perfons
whom we baptized fecretly, fome of whom were
the Children of illuftrious Parents, The earneft
Defire which the Parents of thefe Children have to
get them cured, makes them fend for us to enquire,
if we are not poffefled of certain European Medi-
cines which may be of Service. . We baptized
fome in this Maoner, who, being now with
God, will befeech "him to blefs us; and to favour
the Converfion of the Inhabitants of a Country, in
which, had they lived long enough, they would
have been raifed to the higheft Employments.

A Year after the Emperor had "given us our
Houfe, he indulged us a fecond Grant not inferior
to the former, and no lefs honourable to our Reli-
gion; and this was, the beftowing on us a large
Spot for building our Church. Adjoining to our
Houfe was a void Piece of Ground three hundred
Foot long, and two hundred broad. As the Stew-
ards of the Houthold had refolved to throw up z
Range of Buildings there, for the Eunuchs of the
'Palace, we thought it beft to be beforehand with
them; and endeavour to obtain a2 Grant of this
Spot, in order for building a Church upon it. Ac-
cordingly Fathers de Gerbillon, Vifdelou, and myfelf,
after recommending this Affair to the Almighty,
went and gave in our Petition. We therein ob-
ferved, in the moft refpe@®ful Terms, that our
Heufes had always Churches belonging to them,
thefe being the moft effential Edifices; that if the
former were made beautiful and fpacious, the lat-
ter ought to furpafs them in every Refpect; for
bow difhonourable (continued we) muft it be to us,
if enjoined by our Vows and Profeffions to feek for
the greateft Glory of God, we yet fhould fuffer our
-own Habitation to be more fplendid than the terre-
firial one of the Lord ? That as the Houfe which the

Empcror
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EmPcmr had gracioufly condefcended to give us,
was complete in every Refped, it was incumbent
on us to raife a magnificeat Church, as a fit Com-
panion for fo noble a Gift ; but as we had no Ground
to build it upon, it confequently would be impoffi-
ble for us to gratify our earneft Wifhes on that Oc-
cafion, except the Emperor would pleafe to favour
us with a Spot for this Purpofe.

The Perfon to whom we had delivered our Petiti-
on having prefented it, and enforced our Reafons, the
Emperor fent the Stewards of his Houthold to view
the Piece of Ground in queftion ; and after hearing
their Report, he granted us half of it; caufing it
to be exprefly mentioned in his Declaration, (a Co-
py of which was inferted in the Regifters of the
Palace) that he gave this Spot, in order for us to
build a ificent Church upon it, .in Honour of
the Lord of Heaven. The Edifice has been carry-
ing on ever fince, and is now almoft finithed. The
Eatrance to it is a large Court, furrounded with
Galleries ;5 the Plan and Defcription whereof will
be fent into Exrope, the Moment we hear that the
Paintings, which Signior Gberardini, a famous Ita-
lian Artift was carrying on when I was in Peking,
are finithed and opened.

This great Monarch indulged us likewife fuch
other Favours, as are invaluable to Foreigners in
our Station of Life. Whenever we came to the
Palace, he always received us very gracioufly; and
. if he could not fee us on thofe Occafions, he never
hiled to fend fome obliging Compliment. °Tis
the Cuftom in China, at the Beginning of the Year,
for the Emperor to fend, to the principal Lords of
his Court, two Tables; one covered with Viands,
and the other with Fruits and Sweet-meats. He
was pleafed to do us the like Honour ; and invited
us to come to his fine Palace at Chan-chun-yuen, to
fee the fire Works, A

¢
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At this Time there happened two Accidents
which afflited us exceedingly, but Heaven was
pleafed to diffipate our Fears, Firft, we had like
to have loft the illuftrious Sofam, uncle to the laft
Emprefs, and great Uncle to the Heir-apparent,
one of the chief Minifters of the Empire; a Prince
revered by all the Chimeze for the high Efteem
which the Emperor had for him ; and worthy of
being honoured by all pious Cbriffians, on Account
of the Prote@ion he had always indulged our Reli-
gion. He fickened in his Houfe at Chan-chun-yuen,
The third Day of his Illnefs he fent for Father 73/
delow and mylelf ; Father Gerbillon being then mn
Tartary. We were very much grieved to fee the
Prince in fo dangerous a Condition ; but were vaft-
1y more fo on the Morrow, when we found him
tortured in every part of his Body with the Ex-
tremes of Pain, and ready to expire. He held out .
‘his Hand to us in the moft affe¢tionate Manner
but was not able to fpeak, thro® the Violence of his
Anguith. The Emperor hearing how extremely
ill he was, vifited him the third Day, on which
Occafion he offered him all his Medicines, We
did not fee Prince Ssfan then, nor the following
Days; he having been carried into the innermoft
Apartments in his Houfe, where the Women re-
fide. It grieved us very much to think that this
Nobleman, after the great Obligations we had to
him, fhould die unbaptized ; as he was the Protector
of our holy Religion, and had frequently declared,
that he worfhipped none but the Lord of Heaven,
‘We ufed to go (one or other of us) daily, to en-
quire after his Health; and we inftructed one of
his Dometticks, a Chriftian, in what he fhould fay
to his Maftér, in our Name, upon the Article of
Religion ; but this Servant anfwered, fome Da
after, that he had no farther Opportunity of fpeak-

ing to his Mafter in private ; nor the leaft Accefs
to
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. to him, the Women never leaving him a Moment,
Thefe Difficulties increafed our Sorrow 3 but Heaven
had Mercy on us, and was pleafed to permit the
Prince to recover. Some Time .after he came to
our Church, in order to return Thanks to God for
having refbored him to his Health. ’Twas on a
Sunday Moming, at a Time when all the Chriftians
were aflembled, and at Prayers, in the Chuich,
He came in, fell on his Knees, and proftrated him.
felf feveral Times; after which he vifited us in our

Apartments, and thanked us for the Concern we -

had thewn for him, during his Illnefs, A
We alfo had like to have loft Father Gerbillon,
whofe Labours were of great Importance to our ri-
fing Mifions. The Emperor had fent him, with
Father Tbomas, into Tartary, to draw an accurate
Map of that Country. ~ Being fkilled in the Tarta-
rian Language, and able to converfe with the Na-
tives, it was natural to fuppofe that he would learn
a great many Particulars from them, concerning-
thofe Provinces which are not dependant on China.
He fickned near the Head of the River Kerion, a-
bove three hundred Leagues from Peking. His
Diftemper, which was attended with a Lofs of Ap~
E:;tc, and a perpetual Vomiting, foon brought
im fo very low, that he imagined his End was ap-
gn:hing s and accordingly he prepared himfelf
it, after fending us his laft Thoughts in a Let-
ter.  As Selenga, one of the Settlements belonging
to the Mufiovites that way, was but thirty Leagues
from the Place where he then lay, his Friends had
fome Thoughts of conveying him thither ; but the
Father was averfe to this Journey, and thé Chineze
Mandarins who accompanied him, diverted him
from it; they entertaining fome little Sufpicion of
the Mufzovites, and being afraid that the Emperor
would take it amifs. The Father therefore, tho’
in fo weak a Condition, was forced to fet out for
- Peking
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Peking 3 and not having Strength to fit on Horfe-
back, was laid ona Cart, wherein the Baggage was
carried, which put him to great Torture, during
three hundred Leagues, he being obliged to pafs
thro’ dreadful Solitudes; thro’ Roads that often
were exceedingly rugged and ftony; over Hills and
Declivities of Mountains, on which Occafions he
was jolted to fuch a degree, that he frequently was
in danger of his Life; not to mention that the
Cart was overtuned feveral Times in the Journey.
The Father would certainly have died, had it not
been for the Care of a Nobleman, now firft Calao ®
of China, who was then fent into Tartary, to re-
concile the feveral Divifions of the Kalkas  of that
Country, who are Subje@ts of the Chineze Em-

or.

Pche received him with the higheft Demonfira-
tions of Joy, and he recovered by infenfible De-
grees in Peking; but going a Month after, for
the firft Time fince his Ilinefs, to vifit the Fathers
of our other two Houfes, who had often come to
fee him during his lllnefs, he had like to have been
fnatched fuddenly from us, by a ftill more grievous
Accident. As he was getting on Horfeback before
the Door, having one Foot in the Stirrop, and the
other a-loft, he was inftantly feized with an Apo-
pletic Fit; when being catched by his Servants,

® The chief Order of Mandarins is that of the Calass, or
Minifters of State, the firft Prefidents of the fupreme Courts,
and other principal - Officers of the Army. This is the higheft
Rank to which the Literati can be raifed ; except that the Mo-
narch, in Confideration of important Services done for the pub-
lic Welfare, fhould pleafe to beftow upon them more honoura-
ble Titles, as thofe equivalent to Dukes, Earls, £c.

4 Thefe are called Kalka Tartars, inhabiting to the North
and North-weft of Peking, and are 'govemed by feveral Tarrar
Princes. Their Name is-borrowed from the River Kaliz; and
their Country extends from Eaft to Weft, twenty-two Degrees ;
put from North to South only five and a half.

they
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they conveyed him to the firft Court.  Father Vif-
deloy and I, running out at the Noife, found bim
infenfible and motionlefs. His Head was reclined
on his Stomach, and he rattled in his Throat,
which we looked ufon as a Symptom of his
Death. Heaven only knows the Greatnefs of
. our Affli@ion, when we faw him in this Jamentable
Condition. Whilft the Servants were conveying
him to his Bedchamber, Father Vifdelow got the
holy Oils, and I.myfelf the Medicines, whofe Ef-
ficacy we had fo frequently experienced. I then o-
bliged him, bat with great Difficulty, to take two
Dofes, during which Father Vifdelou prepared to give
him Extreme Un&ion. He recovered a little, and
knew us ;3 but fainted away again, a Moment after.
We again had recourfe to Prayer; at laft, the Me-
dicine he took operated fo happily, that he found
himfelf well 2n Hour or two after he had taken it;
however, he afterwards was not able to take a
‘Wink of Sleep for a long Time, which gave us
freh Upeafinefs. At laft a Chineze Phyfician

ht him te his natural Sleep; and Heavcn has
preferved him in perfe&® Health ever fince among
us, for the good of Religion, to which he has done,
and ftill continues to do, very great Service.

There were at this Time but three French Fa-
thers in China, and thefe refided at Court ; but God
was pleafed to fend us Afliftance, at the return of
Father Bowvet, he having brought from Framce fe-
yeral excellent Miffionaries, on Board the .mpbi-
trite, this being the firft French Ship that ever came
to Cbina. 'The Emperor, at that Time hunting in
Tartary, was greatly pleafed to hear of 'this Father’s
Arrival. He fent three Officers of his Houfhold
to Canion, to receive and conduét him to Peking.
To conclude, Father Bouvet did all that lay in his
Power, in Canion, to promote the Intereft, &5¢. of

our




7126 TRAVELS of the Jesuirs;

our Eaft-India Company *, and we did the fame at
Peking : But in China, where Foreigners are always
beheld with a fufpicious Eye, it is difficult for them
to gratify all their Withes, the chief of which is, to
teach Chrift there, agrecably to the Duty of our
Vocation. I fhall take Notice of thefe ers in
a future Letter, this being “already too long, and
am with the utmoft Veneration, &,

Joun pE FonTaNEY,

N. B. The VIItb Vol of the Original ends bere.

A fourney undertaken by the Emperor of China
: T into Eaftern Tartary, Anno 163{.

HE Emperor of China took a Journey + in-

to Eaflern Tartary, in the beginning of the
prefent Year, after fupprefling by the Death of
) three

® Moft Protefiants will think, that this might be the chief
Motive of the great Pains which the Jefuits took in thefe Mif-
fions, and of the many Hazards they ran: In fhort, that In-
tereft was the fecret Spring which gave Motion to all their Ac-
tions, and Religion only 4 Cloke to cover their real Defigns
This Thoughtis finely exprefled in the following Verfes, af-
cribed to the Author of Hudibras.

No Fefait 'er took in Hand, .

o plant a Church in barren Land -

Nor ever thought it avorth the wbile,

A Swede or Rufs 1o reconcile:

For avbere there is no flore of Wealth,

Souls are not worth the Charge of Health.

Spain in America bad two Defigns,

Do [ell their Gofpel for their Mines.

For bad the Mexicans deen Poor,

No Spaniard, tavice, had landed on their Shore »
*fawas Gold the Catholic Religion planted,
Which, bad they wanted Gold, they fiill bad wanted.

% Father Gerbillon’s two Journies into Tartary, in 1663, and
1692, inferted in Du Halde's China, being thought very curious,
i a8
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three rebellious Kings; an Infurre@ion which had
broke out in fome of the Provinces of his Empire.
One of thefe rebellious Princes was ftrangled in the
Province which he had feized. The fecond being
carried to Peking, with the Ringleaders, was tase
to Pieces in Prefence of the whole Court ; the moft
confiderable Mandarins lending a Hand to the fad
Execution, to revenge on the Body of this Rebel,
their injured Relations, whom he had put to a cruel
Death,

The third, who was the moft ‘confiderable, and,
as it were the Chief of the whole Rebellion, had
prevented, by laying violent Hands on himfelf, the
Punifhment he had deferved ; and thereby put an
End to 2 War which had lafted feven Years, Peace
being thus reftored to the Empire, and all the Pro-
vinces enjoying their ancient Liberties, the Empe-
ror, fet out March 23, for the Province of Lego-
sung, the Country of his Anceftors, in order to vi-
fit their Sepulchres; and after paying them the
accuftomed Honours, he defigned to proceed to
Eaftern Tartary. This Journey was about eleven
bundred Miles from Peking, to the intended
Place.

The Emperor took with him his eldeft Son, who
was but ten Years old, and proclaimed Heir-appa-
rent to the Imperial Crown. The three chief

eens alfo undertook this Journey, each of them

ing in a golden Chariot. The Emperor was

as relating to Countries of which we have little Knowledge ; and
I happening to meet when in Paris, with the two following
Relations, which, with a Voyage into California, form a litle
Book ; I judged, upon the Perufal of them, that they would
be a confiderable Embellilhment to the prefent Work ;5 they
feeming to be drawn up with great Simplicity, Beauty and
irit. Thefe Journies were writ originally in Latis by Father
erbieft, who attended the Emperor on this Occafion. They
are dedicated to Leawis XIV, and were -printed at Paris by

Etieane Michallet, Rue St. Faguei, 1685, 12mo. o
likewile
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likewife accompanied by the principal Kings of this

Empire, by all the Grandees of his Court, and the

mo(gl confiderable Mandarins of the various Orders,

As thefe had, feverally, a very great Number of

Domefticks, the Emperor’s Retinue confifted of a-

bove feventy thoufand Perfons,

This Monarch was"alfo defirous that I fhould at-
tend him in the Journey; and required me to be
always near his Perfon, in Order that I might make
in his Prefence, the Obfervations neceffary for find-
ing the Afpeét of the Heavens, the Elevation of
the Pole, the Bearings of the feveral Countries;
and to meafure with Mathematical Inftruments,
the Height of Mountains, and the Diftance «of
Places. He alfo was very defirous I thould acquaint
him with the Nature of Meteors, and feveral other
Particulars, both Phyfical and Mathematical. For
this reafon he commanded an Officer to take Care,
that the Inftruments I might want fhould be car-
ried on Horfeback ; and recommended me to the
Prince his Uncle, who alfo is his Father-in-law, and
the fecond Perfon in the Government; he being

~ called by a Name fignifying an Aflociate in the

Empire. He defired him to take Care, that I was

provided with the feveral Things neceffary for the

Journey 3 all which the Prince complied with in

fuch a manner as was moft agreeable to me; he

obliging me to lodge alwaysin his Tent, and to eat
* at his Table.

The Emperor commanded ten Horfes to be given
me out of his own Sibles, in order that I mighe
change with eafe ; and fome of thofe he had rode
upon himfelf, which is a very great Favour, and a
Mark of high Diftinétion. In this Journey we al-
ways travelled North Eaft,

From Peking to the Province of Leaotung, the
‘Way, which is pretty finooth and even, is about
three hundred Miles long: In the Province of Leos~

3

“”‘.
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#amp, the Journey is of four hundred Miles, but
the Way is far lefs even, on Account of the Moun-
tains we travel over : From the Frontiers of that
Province, to the City of Uls, where is the River
aalled Somgoro by the Tartars, and Sum-boa by the
Chineze, the Way which is four hundred Miles in
Length, is very rough; it confifting fometimes of
Mountains which are exceedingly fteep, of Vallies
of a furprifing Depth, or of Defart Plains, in which
we fometimes travel two or three Days without find-
ing any Thing. The Mountains of this Country
are covered Eaftward with lofty Oaks, and ancient
Forefts, the Timber whereof has not been cut for
many Centuries.

The whole Country beyond the Province of Leao-
sung is vaftly Defart, we feeing nothing round but
Mountaits,  Vallies, Dens of Tygers, Bears, and
other wild Beafts. We fcarce meet with a fingle
Houfe, and only poor thatch’d Huts on the Banks
of Rivers. All the Cities and Towns which I faw
in Leaotung, (and thefe are pretty numerous) are en-
tirely ruined ; we perceiving nething except old
Skeletans of Houfes, with Heaps of Stones and
Bricks. Within thefe Cities are fome Houfes late-
ly buile, but with no Order or Regularity. Some
are made of Clay, others of the Materials of the
aold Houfes; but moft of them are covered with
Staw, and very few are built of Brick. There
now are not the leaft Traces remaining of the great
Numbher of Towns and Villages which were {tand-
ing before the War: For the petty Zartar King
who began it, having but a fmall Body of Troops
at firft, forced the Inhabitants of thofe Places to
take up Arms, and afterwards deftroyed their Ha-
bitations, to deprive the Soldiers of all Hopes of
ever returning again to their native Country,

The Capital of Leaotung, called Chimyan, is a
good handfome City, and no ways ruinous; and

Vor. I . K there



130 TRAVELS of the JesvrTs:

there even is the Remains of an ancient Palace in it:
According to the beft Obfervations I was able to
make, ’tis in 41 Degrees, 56 Minutes North Lati-
tude; that is, two Degrees above Peking, though
both the Europeans and Chineze have fixed it but at
41 Degrees, There is no Variation of the Needle in
this City, as I found by feveral Obfervations. The
City of Ula, which was almoft the utmoft Limits of
our Journey, is in 44 Degrees, 20 Minutes, The
Needle there, declines, from South to Wett, one
Degree forty Minutes. But to proceed in the Re-
lation of our Journey. From Peking to this Extre-
mity of the Eaft, a new Road was made, in order
that the Emperor might go conveniently on Horfe-
back, and the Queens in their Chariots. This
Road is about ten Foot wide, and as ftrait and even
as it could poffibly be made. *Tis above a thoufand
Miles in Length,” On each fide of the Road akind
of Caufeway was raifed a Foot high, always equal
and of the fame Breadth ; and thefe two Caufeways
were exactly parallel one to the other. This Road
was as clean, «efpecially in fair Weather, a8 the Barn-
floor in which Threfhers beat the Corn ;3 and indeed
there were Perfons on the Road whofe only Bufinefs
was to keep it clean. The Chriftians do not take fo
much Pamns in cleaning the Streets, &. through
which the Bleffed Sacrament is to go in Proceffion,
as thefe Heathens employ in making clean the Roads
through which their Kings and Queens pafs, when-
ever they come out of their Palaces.

A like Road was made for the Emperor’s Re-
turn. The Chineze levelled, as far as they were
able, Mountains; they raifed Bridges over Floods,
and, to adorn them, they hung on each fide a Sort
of Matts, on which various Animals. were painted 5
and thofe had the fame Effet as the Carpets, which
are hung out at Proceffions. ' :

The Emperor feldom travelled this Road, he di-
verting himfelf- commonly with hunting; and
) whien-
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whenever he ‘came up with the Queens, he only
rode by the fide of it, pleft the great Number of
Horfemen in his Retinue, fhould fpoil his Sport.
The Monarch generally marched at the Head of
this fort of Army. Immediately after came the
Queens, in their Chariots, with their Retinue ; ob-
ferving always to leave an Interval between him and
them. Then followed the Kings, the great Men .
of the Court, and the Mandarins, according to their
Rank. A numberlefs multitude of Servants, and o-
ther Perfons anHorfeback,compofed the Rear-Guard.

As there is not any City in the whole Road, able
o Jodge fuch a vaft Number of People, nor to fur-
nith them with Provifions ; not to mention that a
great Part of this Journey was through Places which
were almoft uninhabited ; the Purveyors were oblig-
ed to provide themfelves with all Things neceffary
for the Journey, and even with Provifions for above
three Months,

For this Reafon the Chineze fent out before,
through Ways which were made parallel to the
Road ftruck out for the Emperor, a multitude of
Chariots, Camels, Horfes and Mules, to carry the

a. Befides thefe, a great Number of led
Horfes followed, for the Ufe of the Emperor, the
Kings, and moft of the Courtiers, in order for
them to change whenever they might think proper.
I omit the Herds of Oxen, the Flocks of Sheep,
and other Cattle, which they were obliged to bring.
Although this vaft multitude of Men, Horfes, and
Cattle went through a Road which lay at a confide~
rable Diftance from that of the Emperor, they ne-
verthelefs raifed fo amazing a Quantity of Duft,
that we were in a continual Cloud ; and could fcarce
dittinguifh; at the Diftance of 15 or 20 Paces, the
Perfons who were riding before us.

The March was fo orderly and well regulated,
that this Army uled to encamp every Evening on the

K2 Bink
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Bank of fome River or Flood. For this Reafon the
Tents and Baggage necefiary for that Purpofe, fet
out every Morning ; when the Major-Generals (if I
may fo call them) coming,. marked out the various
Places, beft fuited for pitching the feveral Tents of
the Emperor, of the Queens, the Kings, the great
Men of the Court, and the Mandarins, according to
the Dignity of each, and the Rank they hold in the
Chineze Militia or Forces, which are divided into
eight Orders or Standards, ' :

We travelled, in three Months, about a thoufand
Miles, advancing towards the North Eaft, and as
much at our Return. At laft we arrived at Kam-
hbay, a Fort fituated between the Southern Sea, and
the Mountains of the North, Here begins the fa-
mous Wall which feparates the Province of Leaotung
from thatof Pechels ®*, whence it extends to a wvatt
Length, Northward, above the higheft Mountains,
Being entered this Province, the Emperor, the
Kings, and Grandees of the Court, quitted-the
high Road abovementioned, and ftruck into that
of the Northern Mountains, which extends conti-
nually towards the North Eaft, Some Days were
fpent there in Hunting, which was performed after
the following manner,

The Emperor made choice of three thoufand of
. his Life-Guards, who were armed with Dartsand Ja-
velins. Thefe he difperfed in fuch a Manner, that they
quite furrounded a very large Extent of Ground
on the Mountains. The Life-Guards thus Po(ted,
formed a kind of Circle, the Diameter of which was
three thoufand Paces, at leaft, Marching afterwards
nearer to one another with an equal Pace; taking
Care not to quit their Ranks, what Obftacles fo-
ever they might meet with, (the Emperor having
mixed among them Captains, and even feveral great
Men of the Court; to keep them in Order) the Cir-
cle in queftion was thereby reduced to a much {mal-

® Or Pekings ler
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ler One, the Diameter thercof not being above
three hundred Paces. Thus the feveral Beafts which
had been’ comprized in the firft Circle, were ta-
ken by this fecond, as in a Net; for now the Life-
Guards alighting frem their Horfes, kept fo very
clofe one to another, that not the fmalleft Qutlet
was left for any wild Beaft to efcape. They then
hunted them fo very clofe within thefe narrow
Bounds, that the poor Creatures being quite fpent,
came and fell down at the Feet of the Hunters, and
thus were taken with all imaginable Eafe. I myfelf
faw two or three hundred Hares taken in this man-
ner, in lefs than a Day; befidesa vaft Number of
Wolves and Foxes. I often was prefent at thé like
_ Sport, in that Part of Tartary beyond the Province
of Leaotung, where I remember to have feen, among
other Animals, above a thoufand Stags taken in this
fort of Nets. Thefe Beafts, finding no Ways to
efcape, came and furrendered themfelves to the
Hunters. They Lkewife killed Bears, Wild-Boars,
and above threefcore Tygers ; but thefe are taken after
another manner,and different Weapons areemployed.
The Emperor obliged me to fhare in thefe vari-
ous Chaces; and defired his Father-in-Law, in a
moft bbliging manner, to take the utmoft Care of
me ; and not let me be expofed to the leaft Danger,
in the hunting of Tygers and other wild Beafts. On
thefe Occafions I was the only Mandarin who had no
Arms, and was always pretty nearthe Emperor.
Though I had inured myfelf very much to Fa-
tigues, fince our being out upon this Journey, I yet
was fo exceedingly tired every Evening, when I
returned to my Tent, that I was fcarce able to fup-
rt myfelf; and therefore would often have gladly
ggcn excufed following the Emperor, if my Friends
had not advifed the contrary ; not to mention that
I myfelf was afraid the Monarch would have been
difpleafed, had he perceived any Thing of this kind.
K 3 . After
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After having travelled about four hundred Miles,
(hunting continually in this manner) we-at laft ar-
rived at Chinyan, Capital of the Proviace; and ftaid
there four Days. Hither the Inhabitants of Corea,
came and"prefented to the Emperor a Sea-Calf which
they had taken. The Emperor had it fhewn to me;
and afked whether any mention was made of this
Fith in our European Books. 1 told him there was
a Book in our Library at Peking, wherein its Na-
ture was explained, and that a Draught of it was
alfo given. Being very defirous of fecing it, he in-
ftantly difpatched to our Fathers in Peking, a Cou-
rier, who brought it in a few Days. The Empe-
ro} was delighted to find the feveral Particulars
related concerning this Fifh, agreed with what he
faw. He aftcrwards ordered it to be carried to Pe-
king, to be there preferved with great Care.

During our Stay in this City, the Emperor, with
the Queens, went and vifited the Sepulchres of his
Anceftors, which are not very far from it; he thence
fent them to Cbhinyan,- in order that he himfelf
mightproceed in his Journey towards Eaftern Tartary,

Afer travelling and hunting feveral Days, he
arrived at Kirin, four hundred Miles from Chinyan.
This City ftands on the great River Songoro, whofe
Hcead is in the Mountain called Champa, four hun-
dred Miles from hence, Southward. This Moun-
tain, fo famous in the Eaft, for having been the
antient Refidence of our Tartars, is perpetually co-
vered with Snow, whence its Name was borrowed 3
Champa fignifying the White Mountain,

The Emperor, the Moment he perceived it, a-
lighted from his Horfe, fell upon his Knees on the
Shore, and bowed thrice towards the Earth, in or--
der to falute it. He afterwards was carried on a
Throne fhining with Gold, and thus made his En-
try into the City. All the Inhabitants came out in
Crouds to fee him ; difcovering by their Tears, the
Joy they feltat this Prefence. The Monarch was

3 ‘ highly
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highly pleafed with thefe Teftimonies of their Af-

feétion ; and as a Preof of his Regard, ‘was pleafed

to fhew himfelf to all the Specators ; firictly for-

bidding his Guards to prevent the People from ap .
ing him, as is the Cuftom in Peking.

In this City, Barks are made after a peculiar
manner. The Inhabitants always keep a great
Number of thefe ready to repulfe the Mufiovites,
who ﬁu}ucntly come upon this River, and there
contend for the Pearl-Fithery. The Emperor re-
pofed himfelf here two Days ; after which he went
down the River with fome Noblemen, attended by
above an hundred Boats, as far as the City of Uls,
the fineft in all this Country, and formerly the Seat
of the Tartarian Empire,

A little below this City, which is above Thirty-
two Miles from Kirin, the River is full of a cer-
tain Fifh very much refembling our European Plaice;
and *twas chiefly for taking the Diverfion of Fifh-
ing, that the Emperor went to Ula ; but the Rains
falling on a fudden, fwelled the Rivers to fuch a De-
gree that all the Nets were broke and carried away
by the Floods. Neverthclefs the Emperor ftaid five
or fix Days in Ula; but as the Rains continued, he
was obliged to return to Kirin, without taking the
Diverfion of Fithing. As we were returning back
upon the River, the Bark on Board which I was,
with the Emperor’s Father-in-Law, wasfo greatly
fhattered by the Violence of the Waves, that we
were obliged to go a-fhore, and get into a Cart
drawn by an Ox, by which means we did not ar-
rive in Kirin till very late, the Rain not once cea-
fing all the way.

In the Evening, as this Accident was told the
Emperor, he fmiled and faid, T4 Fifb bave made
Fools of ws, In fine, after ftaying two Days in Kirin,
the Rains became far lefs violent, and we fet
out back for L eaotung. Words could never exprefs
the Fatigues we underwent during this whole Jour-

K 4 ney 3
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ney; the Roads being made fo very bad by the
Waters, that they were fcarce paflable. 'We now
were travelling perpetually over Mountains or thro®
Vallies; and ’twas with the utmoft Danger we crof-
fed the Rivers, &5c. which were vaftly {welled by
the Floods that ran into them on every fide. The
Bridges were now cither carried away by the rapi-
dity of the Streams, or quite laid under Water. In
many Places vaft Pools of Water were gathered,
and thefe were filled with fo thick a Mud, that it
was {carce pofiible for the Travelers to get clear of
it. The Camels, the Horfes, and other Beafts of
Burthen carrying the Baggage, could not advance s
and thus either ftuck in the Mud,or died in the Road,
through mere Fatigue. The Men fuffered as much s
in fhort, both the Men and the Cattle ‘were vaftly
weakned, for want of Refrefhments neceffary for
fo long a Journey. A great Number of thofe
Perfons who rode, were either forced to drag
their tired Horfes after them; or to ftop in the
middle of the Fields, to give them an Opportu-
nity of taking a little Breath, Though the %—
ter-Mafters and Harbingers fpared neither the La-
bourers nor the Timber, which was cut down on
all Sides, to fill the feveral Holes with Fafcines;
neverthelefs, after that the Horfes and Carts, which
always fet out firft very early in the Morning, were
pafled, ’twas impoffible to travel after them; info-
much that the Emperor himfelf, with his Son, and
all the great Lords of the Court, were more than
once obliged to crofs, on Foot, the Marfhes and
Quagmires, for fear of expofing themfelves to ftill
greater Dangers, fhould they attempt to go through
them on Horfeback.

Whnever they came to a Bridge, or this kind of
Defile, the whole Army ufed to halt; when the
Moment the Emperor, with fome of the moft di-
ftinguifhed Perfons, were got over, the reft of the
_ multitude crouded after ; on which Occafions as all
were



TRAVELS of the Jesuits. 137

were for getting over firft, many fell into the Wa-
ter. Others, firiking into round-about-Ways fill
more dangerous, fell into Bogs and Qiagmires,
and could not get out of them. In a Word, the
Fatigues were fo violent in all thefe Roads of Eaf~
tern Tartary, that the old Officers, who had attend-
ed the Court above thirty Years, declared they had
never fuffered fo much before in any Journey..
>Twas on thefe Occafions that the Emperor was
Em(bd to favour me, more than once, with pecu-
1ar Marks of Kindnefs. :
The firft Day that we fet out upon our Return,
we were ftopt, in the Evening, by fo wide and ra-
pid a Flood, that it was impofiible for us to ford it.
The Emperor meeting, by chance, with a little
Boat, which could not hold above four Perfons at
moft, croffed over in it, with his Son, firft; and
fome of the chief Kings afterwards. During this,
all the other Princes, Lords and Mandarins, with
the reft of the Army, were waiting impatiently on
the Bank, for the return of the Boat; in order to
get as foon as poffible on the other fide of the
Flood, as Night was drawing on, and the Tents
were gone over a long Time before. But the Em-
peror teturning in a Boat exactly like the firft, afked
aloud where I was; when being prefented to him
his Father-in-Law : Bid bim come in (added the
peror) be fball crofs with us. Thus we were
the only Perfons that went over with the Emperor,
the reft being obliged to pafs the remainder of the
Night in the open Air, on the Shore *. Almoft the
fame Thing happened the next Day. The Em-
peror came about Noon to the Banks of a Torrent,
no lefs fwelled and rapid than the former. He then
gave Orders that the Boats fhould be employed,
till Evening, in carrying over the Tents, the Bales,
and the reft of the Baggage; and afterwards would
® How careful this Jefuit is not to omitany of the Honours
paid him 5 if they really were paid him. ¢
orce
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force me to crofs, with only himfelf and a few of his
Attendants ; he having lefc all the great Lords on
the other fide, fo that they were obliged to pafs
the Night there. Nay, the Emperor’s Father-in-
Law afking whether he might not go over with me,
as I lodged in his Tent and eat at his Table, the
Prince bid him ftay; faying, he himfelf would or-
der me all Neceffaries.

Being croffed, the Emperor fat down by the
Water-fide, and made me fit by him, with the two
Sons of two petty Weftern Kings, and the chief
Calao of Tartary, whom he diftinguithed on all Oc-
cafions.

As the Night was beautiful, and the Sky very
ferene, he ordered me to tell him the Names both
in Chineze and European, of the feveral Conftella-
tions which were then vifible; he himfelf firft na-
ming thofe he knew. Afterwards, opening a {mall
celeftial Map which I had prefented him with a few
Years before, he began to fee what a Clock it was,
by the Southing of the Stars; he taking a Delight
to fhew the Perfons about him, that he was well
fkilled in thefe Sciences. Thefe feveral -Marks of
Favour, and others of the like Sort, which he
was pleafed to indulge me frequently enough, fo
far as to fend me Victuals from his own Tablesg
all thefe Favours, I fay, were fo extraordinary, and
done in fo public a manner, that the Emperor’s two
Uncles, who bore the Title of Aflociates, or Shar-
ers in the Empire, ufed to fay, at their return to
Peking, that whenever the Emperor was difpleafed,
or mclancholy, he refumed his ufual Chearfulnefs
the Inftant he faw me. :

I arrived 1n Peking, Fune g, very late, in perfeG
Health; though many were left fick upon the
Road, or returned maimed.

* Does not this favour a little too much of Vanity ?

thefe
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1 fhall not take Notice of the Things in this

, which we did in Favour of Religion;

thefe Particulars will be referved for a Relation az-

part ; whereby it will appear,’ that, by the Goodnefs

of Heaven, the Protection which we are indulged

in the Court of China, muft be of no fmall Advan-
tage to the Church, &,

I thall here annex the Tartarian Names, and the
Diftances of each Place, through which we travel-
led in Eaftern Tartary, from the Capital of the Pro-
vince of Leaotung, to Kirim, according to the Order
of the Days employed in this Progrefs. A Topo-
graphical may be drawn from them ; and this
may be introduced into the Map of the Province of
Leaotung, inferted in Father Martini’s Atlas, by on-
ly changing the Latitudes, agreeably to what we
have laid down. I fhall add another Circumftance,
which was told me by the Inhabitants of Uls, viz,
that Niacrita, a City of confiderable Fame in this
Part of the World, is diftant from Uls, feven hun-
dred Chbineze Stadia, each of which confifts of three
hundred and fixty Geometrical Paces: And that
embarking at Nincrita, on the great River Helum,
in which the Songoro, and fome other ftill more
confiderable Rivers empty themfelves; following
continually the Current, and proceeding North-Eaft,
or a little more to the North 3 we arrive in forty
Days, at the Eaftern Sea, which I take to be the
Straits of Anian. This I was told by the General
of the Troops or Militia, who refides in. Kirin, and
has gone the Journey himfelf. '

Diftance of the feveral Places through which we
paffed in Eaftern Tartary.

Cbineze Stadia.

The firft Day we fet out from Chinyan, Ca-
pital of Legotung, arrived at Seao-Ly/io,} 95
as the Cbineze call it

“:0(The
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Chineze Stadsa.
"The fecond Day we arrived at Chacay Angha 85
"The third at another Torrent or Flood of } o
‘the fame Name - —S7
The fourth at Kiag-buchen —_— 50
The fifth at Fyteri 8o
The fixth at the Flood of Saipery ~—— 60
"The feventh at the Torrent of Ciam ~ ——— 60
The eighth at Cooroo 50
“The ninth at the Town of Safa — 40
The tenth at Quarannypyra — 40
"The eleventh at Elten-eme-ambayaga —— 7O

The twelfth at 2patan 58
The thirteenth at Suayennypyra — 6o
The fourteenth at 27men —_ %0
The fifteenth at Suien N 70

The fixteenth at the City of Kirin — 70

Sa———

Stadia or Furlongs 1028

Thus it appears, that this Road was 1038 Chi-
weze Stadia in Length, or 369 Miles, of 1000

metrical Paces each. 1 before obferved that a
Chineze Stadia, confifts of 360 Geometrical Paces.

A JOURNEY undertaken by the Emperor of
China into Weftern Tartary, Anno 1683.

HE Emperor of China, whois in his Thir-

tieth Year, is juft now returned from a Jour-

ney into Weftern Tartary, with the Queen his
Grandmother, who is ftyled the Queen-mother.
He fet out the fixth of Fuly, attended by above
fixty thoufand Men, and an hundred thou-
fand Horfes. He would oblige. me to follow him,
with one of the two Fathers refiding in his Court
at Peking, the choice of which he left to me ; and
I took
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1 took Father Grimaldi, he being beft known, and
perfectly well fkilled in the Mathematics.

Various Reafons induced the Emperar to under-
take this Journey. Firft, That his Militia or For-
ces might be kept perpetually exercifed both in
Peace and War;_for which Reafon, after having
fetdeg a latting Peace in the feveral Parts of his
wide-cktended Empire, he recalled out of every
Province, the beft of his Troops hither ; and forme
ed 2 Refolution, in his Council, so undertake annu-
aly three Expeditions of this kind, in various Sea~
fons of the Year; in order to inftru& his Soldiers,
by purfuing Stags, Wild-Boars, Bears, and Tygers,
how to overcome the Enemies of the Empire; at
leatt,to prevent the Luxury which prevails in Ching,
and too a fong Inactivity, from enervating their
Courage, and leflening thetr former Valour.

And indeed this fort of Hunting looks like a
military Expedition, rather than a Party of Plea-
fure ; ‘the Emperor, as was before obferved, being
attended by an hundred thoufand Horfes, and above
threefcore thoufand Men, all armed with Arrows and
Scimeters ; divided into-Companies, and marching in
Battle Array afeer their Enfigns; Trumpets found-
ing and Drums beating all th¢ way. In thei¢
Chafes, they ufed to farround Mountains and whole
Forefts, as though they had been fo many Cities to
be befieged; hunting after the fame manner as the
Eaftern Tartars, whom I mentioned in my laft Let-
er. This Army was formed of its Van-guard,
Rear-gnard, Main-body, and Right and Lefe
Wings, which were commanded by fo many petty
Kings, €. During its March, which continued
about feventy Days, the Cbineze were obliged to
aarry the Ammunitions and Provifions on Carts,
Camels, Horfes, and Mules, in Roads that were
fearce paffable : For in all Weftern Tartary, (I call it
Weftern, not With regard to China, which lies Weft

1 to



142 TRAVELSof the Jesurrs}

j0 it, but with refpet to Eaflern Tartary) we meet
with nothing but Mountains, Rocks and Vallies ;
there being neither Cities, Towns, nor Villages.
The Natives live always in Tents, which are
pitched up and down the Fields. Moft of them
are Shepherds, and they remove their Tents, from
Valley to Valley, for the Convenience of Pafture.
In thefe Places their Oxen, Horfes, and Camels
graze; but they never feed any of thofe Creatures
which are kept, in other Countries, in the
Villages, as Hogs and Geefe; but fuch only as
can fubfit upon Grafs, &¢. which the KEarth
brings forth fpontaneoufly. They pafs their whole
Lives cither in Hunting or Idlenefs; and as they
don’t fow, or culeivate, in any manner, their Lands,
they reap no Harveft. Their Food is Milk, Cheefe,
and Fleth; and their Licl‘uor is a fort of Wine,
which anfwers pretty much te our Brandy: This
they are fond of to Excefs, and often intoxicate
themfelves with it. In a Word, their whole Stu-
dy, from Morning to Evening, is (like the Beafts
they feed) what they (hall eat and drink,

There neverthelels are Priefts among them, called
Lamas, whom they have in the higheft Veneration ;
and in this they differ from the Eaflern Tartars,
moft of whom have no Religion, ahd do not be-
lieve in a God. They are all Slaves, and wholly
fubjet to the Will of their Mafters, whofe Reli-
gion and Manner they blindly follow ; in which al-
fo they refemble their Cattle, who go whither they
are led, and not to thofe Places, where it would be
for their Intereft to go.

This Part of Tartary lies above a thoufand Cbi-
neze Stadsa on the other fide of the prodigious Cbi-
neze Wall, i e. above three hundred Miles; and
winds from the North-Eaft towards the North, The
Emperor rode on Horfeback, at the Head of his
Army, thro’ defart Places, over fteep Mountains, a

con-
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confiderable way out of the high Road ; he being
expofed all Day long to the {corching Sun-Beams, to
the Rain, and to other Inclemencies of the Weather,
Many Perfons who ferved in the laft Campaigns,
affured me that they did not undergo fo many
Fatigues, on thofe Occafions, as during this Chace;
fo that the Emperor, whofe chief Defign by this

was to keep his Troopsin Exercife, fucceed-
ed in that Refpeét to the utmoft of his Withes,

The fecond Motive of his undertaking this
Journey, was to check the Weftern Tartars 3 and to
prevent their forming any pernicious Defigns againft
the Empire. '

This was the Reafon of his coming into their
Country with fo great an Army, and fuch vaft mi-
litary Preparations; he having commanded feveral
Pieces of Cannon to be brought, in order for them
to be difcharged, from time to time, in the Vallies;

urpofely that the Noife and Fire iffuing from the
§'Iouths of the Dragons, with which they are a-
dorned, might fpread Terror around.

Befides the abovementioned, he likewife would
be -attended with the fcvega.l Infignia of Royaly,
which furround him in the Court of Peking ;
with that multitude of Drums, Trumpets, Kettle-
drums, and other mufical Inftruments, which play
in Concert when he is at Dinner ; and always found
at his coming in or going out of the Palace. He
carried all thefe Thingsalong with him, to furprize,
by this external Pomp, thefe barbarous Nations, and
infpire them with the Awe and Refpeét due to im«
perial Majefty. .

There are no Enemies more formidable to the
Emperors of China, than thele Weftern Tartars,
whofe Country lying contiguous to China, encircles
it with an almoft numberlefs Multitude of Na-
tions; and befieges it, as it were,on the North and
Weft Sides. ’Twas merely to preferve China from

: v their
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their Incurfions, that an ancient Chineze Emperor
* built the great Wall which feparates China from
their Territories. I have paft it four Times, and
examined it very attentively ; and can affirm with-
out exaggerating, that the feven Wonders of the
World put together, are not to be compared with
this Work ; fo that what Fame reports of it in
Europe, is greatly inferior to the Work itfelf.

There are two Things which more immediately
raife my Admiration of it. The firft is, that in this
long Extent from Eaft to Weft, ’tis carried, in fe-
veral Places, not only through Plains of a prodi-
gious Extent, but likewife over very high Moun-
tains, on which it rifes by infenfible Degrees; be-
ing fortified, at Intervals, by high Towers, at
twice the Diftance of a Crofs-bow fhot one from
the other, I had the Curiofity, at our Return, to
meafure the higheft of one of them with an Inftru-
ment, and found it, in this Place, 1037 geometri-
cal Foot above the Horizon: Whence we cannot
conceive how it was poflible to raife this ftupendous
Bulwark to the Height we feeit, in dry, mountainous
Places, whither the Workmen were forced to bring,
at a great Diftance, _and with incredible Labour,
‘Water, Brick, Mortar ; and the feveral Materials
neceflary for raifing fo mighty a Work.

~ The fecond Circumftance which furprized me,
was to fee that this Wall does not tun 1n a Line,
but bends in feveral Places, according to the Situa-
tion of the Mountains ;3 fo that, inftead of one
Wall, we may affirm that there are three, which
furround this Part of China.

After all, the Monarch who, in our Days, uni-
ted the Chineze and Tartars under the fame Go-
vernment, has Erovided ftill more for the Security
of the Chineze Empire, than even the Emperor of
China who built this large Wall : For the Monarch
In queftion, after fubduing the Weffern Tartars, ei-

ther
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ther by Artifice or by Force of Arms, obliged
them to retire and inhabit an hundred Leagues
on the other Side of the great Wall of China.
There he has given them Lands and Pafture
Grounds ; and in the mean Time gave their Coun-
try vo other Tartars, his Subje&ts, who now inhabit
it. Neverthelefs, thefe #eftcrn Tartars are fo pow-
erful, that if they would but agree among them-
Ielwes, they might feize upon all China and Eaflern
Dartary, as the Eaflern Tartars themfelves confefs,

I obferved that the Zartarian Monarch who con-
quered China, employed Artifice in order to fubdue
the Weftern Tartars : One of his firft Cares being to
win over the Lamias to his Intereft, by a Liberality
truly royal ; and by giving them fpecious Demon-
ftrations of a fingular Affe@tion. As thefe Lamas
have a great Afcendant over all their Countrymen,
they eafily prevailed with them t fubmit to the
Government of fo mighty a Prince; and ’tis in
Confideration of thefe Services, that the reigning
Emperor ftill beholds thefe Lamas with a favourable
Eye; gives them Marks of his Munificence; and
employs them to keep the Tartars in Subjection to
him tho’ in Reality, he has a high Contempt for
their Perfons ; and confiders them as a ruitic Sert of
People, uninformed with fo much as a fingle Sparls
of Learning, orof the polite Arts. But *us certiin
thar this Prince proves himfelf an able Politiciar, in
thus difguifing his real Senuipents, by thefe ou:-
ward Marks of Favour and Eftecem ¥,

He has divided this vaft Exient of Country in-
to forty-cight Provinces, all which are fubjelt to,
and tributary to him. For this Realoa the Empe-
ror, who now reigns over Chxa and both the Zar-
taries, may juftly be called the moft powerful Mo-

| oarch of all Afia, asfo greata Number of Ter-

ritories are fubjet to him, none of which are cut
off or interfected by thofc of other Princes ; and
Vou. IL L a3

" ® How naturally our Jefuit applauds Cra% aal DiZmalation.
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as he himfelf is as the Soul which gives Motion |
to all the Members of fo large a Body.

For this Monarch, ever fince he took the Reins
of Government into his own Hands, has never in-
trufted the Care of it to any of the Calaos, or great
Men of his Court. He even has never permitted
the Eunuchs of the Palace, not one of his
nor any of the young Noblemen, brought up under
his Eye, to have the Difpofal of the leaft Thing
within his Palace, or to manage any Affair by their |
own Authority : A Circumftance which will appear
very extraordinary, efpecially if we confider the .
Condu¢t of his Predeceffors on thefe Occafions.

He punithes, with the moft exa& Equity, great :
Criminals no leis than Petty ones. He removes the |
former from their Employments, and degrades
them of their Rank ; he always making the Po-
nifhment adequate to the Guilt. He himfelf takes
Cognizance of all Affairs tranfated in the Council
Royal, and the reft of the Tribunals; infomuch,
that the Report of the feveral Sentences pronounced
by them, is always made, by his Command, to
him. In a Word, he himfelf orders and difpofes
of all Things; and fo abfolute is the Authority he
has thus acquired, that the greateft Lords of his
Court, and Perfons of the higheft Diftintion in
his Empire, not excepting even the Princes of the
Blood, never appear in his Prefence but with the
moft profound Refpect.

The Lamas, or Tartarian Priefts abovemention-
ed, are not only revered by the People, but alfo by
the Lords and Princes of their Country, who, from

litical Reafons, difcover the greateft Friendfhip
or them; whence we are afraid, that the Cbriffian
Religion will not make its Way fo eafily into
W(/'m Tartary. ‘The Lamas have ftill a great '
Afcendant over the Queen-mother, who was born
in their Country, and is now feventy Years of |

Age,
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Age. 'Thefe have frequently told her, that there
are not more bitter Enemies to the Seét the pro-
fefles, than we; and therefore it is a Kind of Mi-
racle, (at leaft ’tis owing to the particular Favour
of Heaven) that the Emperor, who has the higheft
Regard for her, fhiould yet continue to indulge us
his Prote@ion in fo confpicuous a manner 3. he al-
ways fhewing a much’ greater Regard for us, than
for the Lamas. »
During the Journey, as the Princes and chief Of-
ficers of the Army ufed often to go and pay their
Court to the Queen, and we were advifed to wait
upon her likewife; we were willing to firft con-
fulc a Perfon belonging to the Court, who has a
great Affection for us, and who endeavours to pro-
mote and forward all our Affairs with the Emperor
This Nobleman going into the Monarch’s Tent,
informed him of all that was paffing, and coming
immediately out of it Tbe Emperor, fays he, bas

Qiven us to underfiand, that you need not pay yowr

Court 1o the Queen, as the reft do 3 a Circumftance
which proved that we were far from being in the
aces of that Princefs. _ '

The third Motive which induced the Emperor to
undertake this Journey, was for his Health’s fake 3
he having found, by repeated Experience, that
when he continues too long in Peking, without
making any Excurfions, he feldom fails to be afs
flited with various Difeafcs, which he efcapes when-
ever he goes upon thefe long Journies. All the
Time that thefe latt, he has not the leaft Com-
merce with the other Sex; and a ftill more furpri-

zing Circumftance is, not a Woman is feen in all

this great Army, thofe excepted who attend upon
the Queen-mother: Befides, *twas almoft an un<
precedented Thing for her to accompany the Mc-
narch ; this never having been done but once, when
he took the three Queens with him to the Capital

L2 A ‘ of
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of the Province of Lesotung, to vifit the Sepulchres
of their Anceftors.

The Emperor and the Queen-mother defigned
alfo, by taking this Journey, to avoid the exceflive
Heats which are felt at Peking -during the Dog-
days ; for, in this Part of Tartery, the Wind blows
during the Meonths of Fufyand Auguft, fo vaftly cold,
and efpecially in the Night, that People are forced
to wear thick Cloaths and Furs. The Reafon of

this extraordinary Cold, may very poffibly be ow-

ing to the great Height of thefe Countries, which
are full of Mountains.. There is one, among the
reft, the travelling over which took up five or fix
Days, and that always upon an Afcent. The Em-
peror being defirous of knowing how much it ex-
ceeded, in Height, the Plains of Peking, lying a-
bout three hundred Miles- from thence ; we, in our
Return, after meafuring the Height of above an
hundred Mountains, in our Journey, found, that
the Mountain in queftion, was three thoufand geo-
metrical Paces higher than the Sea, lying neareft
to Peking.

Salt-petre, with which thefe Countries abounds,
may likewife contribute to the great Severity of the
Cold, which is fo very intenfe, that digging three
or four Foot deep into the Farth, we drew from it
Cakes or Pieccs of Salt-petre quite frozen, and great
Heaps of Ice.

Several petty Tariarian Kings, fome living at
three hundred, and others at five hundred Miles
Diftance, came, with their Children, to pay their Re-
fpeéts to the Emperor. Thefe Princes, moft of
them ipeaking no other but their native Language,
which differs vaftly from that of the Eaflern Tar-
tars, gave us, by their Eyesand Geftures, the high-
eft Domonftrations of Affetion. Some of thefe
had travelled to Peking, purpolely to vifit the Court,
and.had feen cur Church.

A
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A Day or two before we came to the Moun-
tain, where our Journey was to end, we met a -
petty King, far advanced in Years, who was juft
come from waiting upon the Emperor, The
Moment he perceived us, he himfelf' ftopt and his
whole Train, when he atked, by an Interpreter,
who among us was called Nbvboace. One of our
Servants making a Sign that I was the Man, the
Prince came up to me in the moft civil manner,
faying, that he had long known my Name, and
was defirous of being acquainted with me, He
alfo fhewed Father A Grimaldi: the like Marks
of Affection. The kind: Reception we met with,
on this Occafion, gives us fome Room to hope,
that our Religion may one Day be favoured by
thefe Princes ;5 efpecially if the Miffionaries who
endeavour at this, fhould be fkilled in the Mathe-.
matics. If the Miffionaries in queftion fhould.
afterwards be defirous of travelling into their Coun-.
try, the beft Method (which I have not Time to
fpecify in this Place) would be, to firft addrefs the
more diftant Tarrars, who are not fubject to this.
Empire ; and from thefe laft, the Miffionaries might
advance forward towards the Zarsars in queftion ;.
and fo draw nearer, in aa. infenfible manner, to
China. A

The Emperor gave us the higheft Marks of his
Efteem, during the whole Journey 3 he beftowing
upon us, before all the Army, fuch Favours as
he indulged to no one elfe. ,

One Day that he met us in a deep Valley, where
we. were meafuring the Height and Diftance. of,
fome -Mountains; he halted with his whole Court:
And calling to us at agreat Diftance, he cried in the
Chineze Language, Hao-mo, that is, Are ye well ?
He afterwards afked us feveral Queftions in the Tar-.
tarian Language, concerning the Height of thefe
Mountains, all which I anfwered in the fame

L3 Tongne..
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Tongue. Then turning about to fome Lords who
were round him, he fpoke to them concerningus in
the moft obliging Terms, as I was told that very
Evening, by the Prince his Uncle who ftood by
his Side. ‘

The Emperor gave us other Marks of his Affec-
tion, he frequently ordering Vituals to be carried
from his own Table to our Tent; and fometimes
obliging us, on certain Occafions, to ‘dine in his :
And every Time this Honour was done us, he
was fo gracious as to have regard for our Days of
Abftinence and Fafting ; he fending us fuch Vic-
tuals only as he knew we would eat. .

The Emperor’s eldeft Son, in Imitation of his
Father, was likewife very kind tous; for having
been obliged to ftop above ten Days, on Account of
a Fall he had from his Horfe, whereby he got
a Bruife in his Left Shoulder; and, part of the
Army, in which we travelled, having waited for
him, whiltt the Emperor took the Diverfion of
Hunting with the other Part of it; he'never fail-
ed, during all this Time, to fend us daily, and
fometimes twice a Day, Viftuals from his own Ta-
ble, We confidered all thefe Favours, indulged us
by the Royal Family, as the Effects of a peculiar
Providence,which had an Eye to usand the Chriffian
Religion ; and we had the greater Reafon to thank
Heaven for it, as the Emperor is not always con-
ftant in his AffeCtion with regard to the great Men
of the Empire, and to the Princes of the Blood.

As to the other Particulars of our Journey, they
are exaltly the fame with thofe that happened laft
Year, in our Travels to Eaftern Tartary, of which
I gave a full Account in my laft Letter; I mean,
that we made ufe of the Emperor’s Horfés and Lit-
ters; that we lodged in the Tents, and eat at the
Table of the Prince his Uncle, to whom he had
recommended us in a particular manner,

3 During,
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During above fix hundred Miles which we tra-
velled backwards and forwards, (we not returning
the fame way) the Emperor caufed a Road to be
made, thro' Mountains and Vallies, for the Con-
veniency of the Queen-Mother who rode in a
Chaife. He likewife caufed a great Number of
Bridges to be buile crofs the Floods; and cut away
Rocks, and the Summits of Mouncains ; all which
coft vaft Sums of Money, as well as incredible
Pains. Father Grimaldi will inform you of the o-
ther Particulars in his Letter.

‘With Refpect to the Advantage which our Reli-
gion may reap from this Journey, I have fpoke of
this elfewhere ; I fhall only obferve that the Empe-
ror, whofe Will we cannot contradi&, without ex-
pofing this Miffion to manifeft Danger, has com-
manded us to follow him. I have neverthelefs
fpoke twice to the Courtier who is our particular
lgoricnd, to get us, if poffible, excufed from under-
taking fuch tedious Journies ; and particularly myfelf,
who am no longer of an Age to undergo fuch Fa-
tigues. I endeavoured to obtain thus far, at leaft,
viz. that the Emperor would be contented with
one of us.. The Letters from our Fathers have al-

" ways been delivered to me upon the Road ; and I

have an Opportunity of anfwering them, by Means
of the Couriers who were continually goingto, and
coming from, Pekixg.

I write all thefe Particulars in a great hurry, in
Order that I may be able to give you an Account

of the manner how we fpend our Time.

Some Lights neceffary to prove the Truth of the Getce
GRAPHY, laid down in the two Letters above,

The Reader will poffibly be furprized, 10 fee the Au-

~ thor thefe Letters take Notice; in bis fiftyof a kind of

of War carrying on between the Eaftern Tartars and
Mufcovites, as thofe Nations feem, in our Maps, 1:0
L4 ig
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Iic at fo vaft a Diftance one from tbe other : But thofé
who call to mind bow confiderably the Mufcovites bave
extended the Limits of their Empire, along the Sca of
Tartary,will think this lefs difficult. Befides, fuck as bave
vifited thefe Countries,bave made Difcoveries which differ
widely from what Geographers have bitherto told us
concerning them. Not long fince Mr. &’Arcy, Com-
mander of one of the King’s Ships in Marfbal d’Ef-
treés Fleet, informed us, that being appointed Gover-
nory (when be- ferved the Poles) of a Place franding
upon the Fronticrs of Mulcovy 5 certain Mufcovite
Emtafadors baving pafled this way in their Return
and be regaling them fo very bandfomely, that they
were in a very good Humour, one of them [bewed bim
a Map of the Country between Mufcovy and China :
And 1old bim, that from the three. Cities which be
pointed out, whofe Names are Lopfla, Abafinko, and
Nerginfko, all fubjeét to the Czar of Mufcovy, tho®
Sfituated in Great Tartary, there was a Road to
Peking, which is but twenty-frve or thirty Davs Four-
ney from thence. This Map muft be kept wery fecret

in Mufcovy ; the Embaffador besng, next Day, esiceed-.

ingly forry that be bad given it away; be declarirg that,
Sfoould this Particular be known, it might tarn out
greatly 1o bis Prejudice.  The Officer in quefiion, who
15 lately returned to France, prefented o Copy of it to
the King, and another to Marquis de Signelay. b
confirm what is bere afferted, we may add what a
Frenchman wrote not two Montbs fince from Muf-
covy, viz. that the Mufcovites were aSually levyin,
Troops, in order to make Far wpon the Chineze *.

= * Asthe Relation above was writ in 1683, many of the
Particulars which were then doubtful, have been fince cleared
up, which the Reader max have obferved in fome of our lefuits
Letters from Chiza; and particularly in the laft Letier of Father
de Fontaney, fent from that Country in 1703. Seven Ycarsafter
the Puolicaticn of the Chirexe Emperor’s two Journies into7arsary,
the learned Father Huril, a Jefuit, publifhed bis I'ravels into
that Country 5 and as thefe contain feveral Purticalars relating

w cur Subje, I fhall not fcruple to extraét fome_of the mott
~3rious, which are as foilow. We
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We muay afily judge, (fays Father 4vri/) by the Names [
Mave given of the different Tartars, who inhabit the feveral
Coantries lying between the River Oby and China, that the Maf-
covites, aflifted by the Coffacés, did not find it difficule to open
to themfelves a2 Way, from Sileriz to the great Empire (China ;)
for as they met with no People to oppofe their Conquefts ; and
as thofe Nations whom they firft fubdued, either by Gentlenefs
or by Force of Arms, had fome Relation with all the Hords
fpread up anddown, thefe affifted them in making all their Difco-
Veries ; o that they at laft advanced, by different Ways, to the
very Confines of China, where they even have ereted Fortref-
fes, the better to fecure their Conquefts.

The fartheft advanced of all thefc Towns is Abazin. ’Tis
diftant about one and twenty Days journey from Peking, tho®
upwards of three MonthsJourney from Mofeow ; 'tis fituated near
the River Yasmour ; and gave Occafion to the prefent War be-
tween the Cbhimexe and Mufcovites. Both thefe Nacions
claimed the right to fith the Pearls, abundance of which are
taken in this River ; or to hunt the Sables, vaft Numbers of
thefe being found in an Ifland formed by the Yamour.

As the great Diftance between this Fiontier Town and Mofeoaw,
prevents the Mufiovites from fending a Body of Troops fufficient
to carry on the War, which the Tartars who poflefs Ch'sa can
cafily engage in, by reafon of their Proximity to that Country ;
the Czars imagined it would be more advifeable to treat abouta
Peace, thanto expofean Army to all the Dangers which it
muft neceflarily ron, in marching to the Confines of that Em-
pire-  The Chineze did not rejet the Propofals offered them,
but fent an Embaflador a confidezable Way beyond the great
Wall; as alfo two French Jefuits, to ferve as Interpreters, whom
his moft Cbriflian Majelty had fent into China about fix Years
before; the Chineze having firlt defired the Mu/fcovites to brin
with them fome Perfons who underftood Latix. The Refult o%'
this Negotiation is no: yet well known.m—

Whether thers may be a War or otherwife, ’tis certain that a
way from quro? to Cbina, is ncither chimerical nor impra&i.
cable, as many Perfons imagine; and that it would be of all
others the fhortelt and moft commodious, if one might fafely
truft the Mufcovites, who, after performing this Journey feveral
Times, are at laft become fo well acquainted with the various
Roads wkich lead to China, that they take any of them indiffe-
rently, as may beft uit their Purpofe. .

1 am fenfible this was not done all at once, and that the Muf
covites were forced to make feveral Autempts before they courd
fetile this Journey in fuch a Manner, as to meet with proper
Conveniencies ; but as they have frared no Coft or Labour in
this Difcovery, from which they expefted the highet Advan-
tages;; and took Care to fend, from Time to Time, Hunters to

3 view
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view the Country, in Order to find out new Ways ; they at lat
removed all thefe Dificulties fo very happily, that they now tra-
vel with as much eafe to China, as to Arcbangel or Aftracan.

This Refletion, which People did not, [perhaps,| give
themfelves Leifure to make, whilft they imagined that the Road
from Mofcow to Peking was vattly difficalt- and hazardous, may
contribute to reconcile the varions Maps of thefe Roads which
have been drawn of late Years; and, may likewife, acconnt
for the Difference of Time, which Embafladors fent from one
Court to another, have employed; fome going in four or
five Months, and others taking up near eighteen, as that Embaf-
fador in particular, mentioned by the learned Mr. Thevence.

And indeed, as the chief view of the Mufcovites, in fending
thefe Embaflies, was always to make Difcoveries in that vaft Ex-
tent of Country, lying between their Dominions and thofe of
the Emperor of Chira’; ’tisno Wonder that thofe Perfons in

ueftion, who travelled like fo many Wanderers, and not like

mbafladors, fhould be defirous of getting fpeedily to their Jour-
ney’s End, rather than of acquainting themfelves with the
Countries through which they travelled, and the Courfe of the
Rivers they met with in their Way. .

We may prefume, that *twas in this View the Kxex Theodore
Facowits Boicow travelled from Tobolsko to Peking, in 1653,
when fent as Embaffador from Maféouy to the Emperor of Chiza -
For fince he went up without the Neceflity, as far as the
Head of the River Irtis, I cannot fee why he fhould have gone
fo far out of the ftrait Road, had he not received Orders to efta-
blith Settlements along this River, rather than to negotiate with
s}x‘e Cbhineze, for whom the Mujcovites had little Regard at that

ime. ' .

However this be, fuch Merchants as have an Eye to their pri-
vate Intereft, rather than that of the Czar's, now perform this
Journey with fo much Security, and in fo fhort a Time, that
they ufually employ but four Months in going to Peking and re-
turning to Mofeow. This we were informed three Years fince,
by Perfons who were juft arrived. They had fet out from Pe-

" king, after hearing Mafs in the Jefuits Houfe, on the Fettival of St.
Pater and St. Paul; and returned about 4&-Saints Day that Year
to Mofeow, where they waited till the Winter-Seafon was over,
in order to goto Tobelosko and join the Caravans, which fet out
regularly every Year from thence, and perform the Journey with
them

After thefefeveral Hints, which I thought it neceflary to ex-
patiate upon, I don’t doubt but People will change the falfe No-
tions they have hitherto entertained, with Regard to the Diftance
between Europe and China; or at leaft, be perfuaded, that the
fhorteft and fafeft Way to this Empire, is that which the Ma/
covites now take.

But
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Bat, abfir:&ted from thefe Advantages, which are confidera-
ble, the Conveniency of Vehicles very much leflens the Fati
that are infeparable from fuch Journies. Travellers common-
ly fet out from Mojcous about the End of February; and as the.
Saows are then harder, on Account of the great Number of
Sledges paffing continually over them, than in the Beginning
of Winter; Travellers reach, in lefs than three Weeks, the Ca-

ital of Siberia; though diftant from it above three hundred and
zﬁ'; French Leagues.

'hey wait fome Time for the Thaw, in order to go on Board
the Veflels which fail upon the Rivers on both fides the 03y,
If they arrive later than ufual, they then travel on by Land, dill
they come to a Hord of Offiack Tartars who are fubje to the
Myfcovites. '

Here they change their Vehicle, and ufea new fort of Sledge,
mauch lighter and more convenient than the former, which they
f:nd to Tobo/aske ; for whereas thofe employed by the Myt
covites are always drawn by a Horfe, the feeding and keeping
of which is troublefome; Travellers barnefs to the latter a
kind of Stag, which very probably is a Rain-Deer, like to thofe
ufed by the Sammopeds, in Winter; and to oblige the Beaft to
mend his Pace, oreafe him, they harnefs a frcat Dog, who,
by thas dividing the Fatigue of drawing the Sledge ; or elfe b;
intimidating bim by his barking, caufes him to fly along ({
fwiftly, that Travellers go very near forty Leagues a Day in thig,
Manoer. :

But the moft furprizing Circamftance with Refpe@ to this
Vehicle is, it is carried along by the Wind, either over fnowy
Ground, or on frozen Rivers, in much the fame Manner as
Ships at Sea. For as the Country fituated on the other fide of
Siberia, lies pretty open, and is quite even as far as Mount Cay-
«afus; the Natives make ufe of this Advantage, in order to fpare
their Beafts 5 have built this Vehicle in fuch a Manner, that ic
may be either drawn by a Rain-Deer and Dog, or carry a Sail
whenever the Wind is favourable. .

This Way of going is the more commodious, as Travellers
always proceed on their Journey without Interruption: For as
Perfons in Boats, always have Recourfe to the Oars, when the
Wind is down, or contrary; but lay them afide the Moment it
is fair ;“in like Manner they let the Stag and Dog draw, fo long
as the Calm contirues; but take them into the Sledge whenever
the Wind bicws firong enough t0 move the Sledge along.

They travel in this Manner whilit the Froft continues, to a
River called F+nifia, where the Mufcovites have built a Town of
the fame Name, for the Conveniency of Travellers; and there
they take Boat, to go up two great Rivers, Tomgufco and Au-
gera, nfing from the Lake Barkala, which is faid to be 500
Werits long, and forty broad. *Tis rclated that the Waters of

this
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this Lake are exceedingly clear ; and that the different Colours of -
Pcbbll)es, which lie at the Bottom, may be plainly perceived, ae
any h.

’Ti:]{)"urrounded with very high Mountaias, where the Snows
continae-even during the moft viokent Heats in Summer, which
doubtlefs is the Reafon why Travellers fometimes employ feven
or eight Days in crofling it, tho’ it be but eight Leagues over :
For this Lake being, as may be imagined, the general Rendez-
wous of all the different Winds that pafs thro® the dreadful Rocks
which furround it ; we may fuppofe that, as they crofs onc a-
nother, and ftruggle fora Vent, they confequently muft give
no little Exercife to all fuch Veffels as come in their Way 3 and
that the Mariners muft be very skilful or fortunate, not to be
ftopt fome Time by them,

After leaving this Lake, Travellers may, if they pleafe,

upon 2 River called Selenga, about o Leagues from the
ﬁouth of which they meet with a Town of the fame Name,
built by the Mafcovites for the Conveniency of their Caravans :
Or, if the Travellers chufe rather to go on Shore, immediately
after croffing, without going up higher, they arrive among the
Monguls, living to the Sonthward ; and purchafe of them lﬁnlel
and Dromedaries, in order to proceed in their Journey to the
firt Town of China, which they reach after having travelled a
Fortnight.

This is the Courfe ufually taken by fuch Muftovites as trade
with the Chinexe 3 whence it appears that il thofe Coantries,
known formerly in a confufed Manner, under the general Name of
great Tartary, are not fo {olitary and barren as has been fuppofed
hitherto ; and that "twould have been ridiculous not to make ufe
of the Advantages which thefe Countries offer, as they are wa.
tered with a great many noble Rivers, and furnithed with very
valuable Commodities found daily in them.

For befides the Furs of all Kinds met with in thefe Countries,
the Sale of which is fo very confiderable, that the Town of F.-
wifia, fingly, pays annually into-the royal Treafury, Cuftoms to
the Amount of fourfcore thoufand Rubles, that is, near an hun-,
dred and tweaty thoufand Frencd Crowns ; they have difcovered
a Species of Ivory, much whiter and {inoother than thatwhich
comes from India.

Thefe are not furnithed by Elephants, the Northern Regions
being too cold for thofe Animals who naturally love Heat, but.
by an amphibious Creature called the Bebemoth, ufually found.
in the River Lena, or on the Shores of the Tartarian Sea. We
were thewn, in Mofrow, feveral Teeth of this Monfter, ten
Inches long, and two Inches Diameter at the Root. Thofe of
the Elephant are not comparable, cither in Beauty or Luttre to
the other, which have this Property, among others, to flop
Blood whenever they are cartied about a Perfon. They are fo

highly
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hi valued by the Turks and Perfians, who pur:hafe them,
ﬂ&t’tyhey refer a Sabre or nggerj,ﬁ the Handie of which is
made of this precious Ivory, to another of mafly Silver or even
of Gold.

Thofe who firft brought them in Vogue, muit have been fen-
fible of their great Value, otherwife they would never have
dared to attack the Creature which furnithes them, he being ef
as large a Size, and as dangerous as the Crecodile.  They were
6rft drfcovered by the Natives of an Ifland, whence, according
to the Mujtovites, came the firft Colonies which peopled Ame-
raa.

Befides the Ivory abovementioned ; Rbubarb, Lapis Laxuli,
and Beavers are found among the Usbecks and Mongsls ; Sables
and black Foxes are catched along the Rivers Oby, ?ngy{a, and
Asgera ; mot to mention Gingfeng ; the Pearls, and Badian or
Chineze Annifeed, (Aunifum Indicam) of the River Yamonr ; and
the Mines of Silver and Lead found near the Argas: Abftra-
ed from all thefe, I fay, the Mufcovites have difcovered, efpe-
cially in the Countries lying moft to the North, feveral other
valvable Commeodities, with which they carry on a very confide-
rable Traffic.

The Reader will pofiibly wonder, when he confiders the
Nuomber of noble Rivers which advance fo far towards Cbhisa,
that the Mafovites thould not make ufe of the Advantages which
thefe offer, in order to fettle, with the Inhabitanis of Cbina
and thofe of Fapaz, fuch a Correfpondence, as may be eafier
and fafer than that carried on by Land: But I am of Opinion,
ghat the Mafcovites ought not to be blamed upon this Account,
fince, not to mention their unskilfulnefs in Navigation, they meet
with infurmountable Obflacles, even with regard to the Rivers
in agdﬁun, the Names of which are fcarce known in Ewrope.

o make this evident, the Reader is to know, that in the
Country lying on the other Side of Siberia, there are four principal
Rivers, which empty themfelves into the Froxes Qcean, or Sca
of Tartary, and into that of Fapas ; befides a great Number of
athers which fall into the latter, as is evident from the Map of
Siberia, a faithful Copy of that preferved in the Chancery at

oW .

e'?‘hc moft Weftern isthe Oy ; after which we meet fucceflive-
ly, advancing eaftward, with the Fene/zi, the Lena and Yamour,
Bat how confiderable foever thefe Rivers may be, either with re-
gard w the Abundance of their Waters, or the Extent of their
Courfe, fo many Inconveniencies are fuffered by thofc who fail
upen them, and fuch Dangers are run at their Mouths, that the
Merchants have always chofe to go to Csine by Land, rather
than ventare by Water.

Tobe more particular. The Mouth of the Oby is extremely dan.
gerous, on Account of the dreadful Mouniains of Ice with which it

. is
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is clogged almoft al] the Year round : And the Mu/fcovites have
not forgot the Misfortunes which befél the Dutch, who, by vens
turing too far-into the Frozen or Jee-Sea, loft feveral Ships about
Nova Zembla. ’ .

Thhe River Fencfai, befides being clogged in the fame Man-
ner, as the Oby mentioned above, has nine Water-falls, called
by the Mu/fcovites Porobi or Poroges, many Lea _diftant one
from the other 3 and as the Boarmen would be forced to unload
the Veflels .at every Cafcade, ’tis evident the Merchants have
fhewed their Prudence, in travelling the Way which is fubje&
to the feweft Inconveniencies.

The Lena is more uniform ip its Courfe than the laft menti-
oned, but 'tis no lefs difficult and dangerous at the Mouth : For
tho’ there are not o many Mountains of Ice, yet the Rocks are
fo numerous, that even the fmalleft Vefiels have not yet prefum-
ed to venture among them. Al that thefe People do is, to run
fome flat Gondolas, in order to get the Bones (Black and W hite)
of certain Fithes, found on thofe Rocks, which Bones are em-
ployed in feveral Works.

Tho' the River Yamour, the moft eafterly of them all, and
‘which empties itfelf into the Sea of Fapan, has none of the In-
conveniencies abovementioned, there yet is one which is no lefs
confiderable ; I mean that the Place where it mixes with the Sea,
is clogged with fuch a number of Bulrufhes, that thefe look di-
re@tly like a Foreft. This Obftacle however might foon be re-
moved, if thefe Bulruthes were like thofe ufually found in oar
Rivers; but I have been affured that they ‘are of fo enormoas 2
Size, that'a Man could fcarce embrace ® one of them ; whence
the Reader may judge, that it would coft as much Paias to clear
this Paffage, as to cut down a whole Foreft of Trees.

Thefe Rivers, tho’ fo very incommodious op many Accounts,
are yet of great Ufe to the Mufcovites, for crofling with more
Conveniency all thofe wide-extended Countries, lying between
Siberia and China ;- for befides that it is_far eafier to pafs them
when frozen, than over the Ground, which muit neceffarily be
rougher ; they are much more navigable towards their Sources,
than in the Places where they dif:harge themfelves into the Sea ;
and tho’ fuch Perfons as go up them meet with feveral Water-
falls, they yet are far lefs deep and dangerous than thofe found
about the Meuths of them. .

T he moft remarkable Circumftance in thefe Cafcades is, the
Air round -about them is embalmed ; and diffufes fuch agreeable
Qdours, that one would imagine the moft exquifite Perfumes
were burning. If we may give Credit to what we are told by
the Travellers who informed us of the Particulars above, this
Phenomenon may eafily be explained ; they declaring, that at
the Top of the Rocks which form thefe Cafcades, a vaft num-

ber

® Pery polfibly this Jcfuit may be impofed apon bere.
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ber of fragrant Flowers grow. To this we may add, that as
common Perfumes are never fweeter and ftronger than whea
they are flirred or broaght near a Fire; in like Manner the Air,
when thus perfumed, muft exhale much ftronger Odours, after
having been flirred and warmed by the Motions of thefe rapid
Waters, than thofe which the Air exhales in Places where there
is a calm. . .|. . Siberia does not differ from the reft of the Pro-
vinces of Mafeovy, except in the Intenfenefs of the Cold fels
there, arifing m fuﬂiit" vtelryd;heigh Situation. luh ?fe{\lh“‘
already ciently Maanner in whic ufco-
ites dnf;:x'd'ed the Coffacks of it, I have nothing to add, 'Cx-
cept that ’tis manifeft, from the great number of Cities and
Towns which are faithfully fet down in the Map I have given,
that this Province of Muftovy is not {o barren and folitary as is
commonly fuppofed. '

‘The Particalars I have already obferved, concerning the dif-
ferent Roads through which Travellers may go, by Land, to
Cbhina 3 and the various Countries they pafsthrough in their Way'
thither, is, if I miftake not, fofficient to give my Readers fome
1dea of great Tartary, fo little knqywn hitherto ; and which Tra-
wellers fcarce dare enquire after in Mufcovy, for Fear of giving
Umbrage to that Nation, the moft fufpicious, perhaps, in the
World. We therefore were obliged to bé very cautious, in
making the Enquiries above related; and ’tis very probable
that, had we come hither at a lefs favourable Jun&ure, we
fthould not have heard fo much: Bat as the Mafovites had re-
folved to fend an Embaffador to Frasce, to engage the King to
enter into the Alliance they had concluded with the Gérmans and
Peles, againft the Turks, we were freer in our Enquiries than we
fhould otherwife have been. Voyage ex divers Endroits & Earope
& & Afie, atrgi: pour dicowvrir, un wowveax chemin & lu
Chine, pag. 197 & fig. Paris 1692, 4t0.

* Father
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* Futber Nyel, to the Reverend Father Dez,
Reétor of the College of Strafburg.

Concerning two new Miffions eftablifbed, within
thefe few Years, in South America,

Lima, Capital of Pers, May 70, 17054
Reverend Fatber,

Did myfelf the Honour to write to you before,
I by the way of Pamama; and I now put my Let-
ter on Board our French Ships, that are returning
to France, and which abandoned us in the middle
of our Voyage, they not being able to proceed to
China, as was intended. This proves a great Dif-
appointment, and perplexes us exceedingly ; but
I-geavcn, who is defirous of trying our Patience, has
endued us with Strength and Courage fufficient
for proceeding in our Voyage; and enables us to
attempt, by the way of Mexico and the Phbilippines,
a Courfe to Cbhina, hitherto unknown to the French
Miffionaries. *Tis neverthelefs upwards of five thou-
fand Leagues from hence to China, whither we can-
not arrive fooner than feventeen or eighteen Months
hence; for we muft be forced to travel through
New Spain, in order to reach the Capital of Mexi-
¢4 and from thence, to Acapulco, whence we can-
not fet out to the Philippines till next March. ‘This
will be a very new and fingular Courfe to China.

The Miffion of the Moxoss, which was founded
but about thirty Years fince +, is fituated in the
Torrid Zone, in the Twelfth Degree of South La-

* The long Elogium of Father Anthony Verjus, Founder and
Direttor of the French Jefuit Miffions in Cbina, is omitted. N.B.
\ I Vol. of the Original begins here.

1 Confequently abous the Year 1685,

titu'~ ¢
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timde ®. °Tis feparated from Peru, by the high_
Mountains called Cordilleras, which are to the Eaft.
Southward, ’tis not far from the Miflions of Para-
Zuay; but, to the Weft and North, there are end-
lefs Tra&ts of Land, not yet difcovered 5 which will
afterwards open a large Field to the Zeal of the
Gofpel-Labourers. At this Time above thirty Je-
fuits are employed in cultivating that painful Mif-
fion. They havealready converted twenty-five or
thirty thoufand Perfons, of whom they have form-
ed 15 ‘or 16 little Towns, not above fix or feven
Leagues from one another. Every Town is built.
on that Spot which was judged the moft healthy
and fruitful. The Streets are of the fame Breadth
and ftrait, and the Houfes are built uniform. To
every Family a Spot of Ground fufficient to main-
tain it, is allotted ; and each Proprietor is bound to
fee that his Land be cultivated ; and to do what lies in
his Power to banifh Idlenefs and Poverty. . The Ad-
vantage gained by thisis, the Families are equally
rich, that is, every Family has fufficient to fupport
itfelf, and not be expofed to Want ; but no one en-
joys fuch great Plenty, as may enable him to lead a
luxurious Life. Befides the Pofieflions given to eve-
ry Family in particular, whether in Land or Cattle 3
y Town has fome Poffeflions in common, the

of which are applied to fupport the Church

and the Hofpital ; into which are admitted all fuch
poor Perfons aad others who, by their Age, arc paft
all Labour, Part of thefe Profits are employed in
public Edifices; and in fumifhing Strangers and
new Converts with the {everal Necefiaries they want,
till they may be able to work. Whenever a new
Town 1s founded, all the reft are obliged to contri-
bute towards it, in Proportion toits Wealthand the
Number of its Inhabitants, At the beginning of

® In Moll's Maps, the Moxos are fituated is about Fourteen
Degrees of South Latitude.

Vor. I, M every

—
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every Year, the moft difcreet and worthieft Perfon -
in the Town, are eleCted to ferve as JudEes and
Magiftrates, whofe Duty is to take Care ot the good
Government of the Diftri&; to punifh Vice, and
regulate all Contefts which may arife among the In-
habitants. A particular Punifhment is appointed,
by the Laws for every Fault, There are common-
ly two Miffionaries in every Town ; and the Judges
and Magiftrates in queftion, have fo much Reve-
rence for thefe Fathers, that they tranfact little
or nothing without firft taking their Advice.

“The Fathers, on the other Hand, are perpetu-

ally employed. They {pend the Morning in
folemnizing the holy Myfteries ®* 5 in hearing the
Confeffions 1 which are frequent, and in giving

Audi-

® That is, in faying Mafs.
4 The Enemies of the Jcfuits accafe them of fometimes dif-
nfing this Sacrament, (as ’tis called by the Romanifs) in an a-
&minable manner. Among others, the learned and pious Mon-
fieur Pafecal, has the following Obfervations in his famous Lestres
Provinciales—Here you fhall find the Mitigations of Confeffen,
which certainly muft needs have been the moft fortunate Courfe
that thefe Fathers could have taken to infinuate into all the

* World, never refufing any. You may have gathered (faid a

Jefuit to me) from my former Difcourtes, with what Suecefs our
Faghers have taken the Pains, by a certain Gift of Ilumina-
tion, proper ouly to themfelves, to difcover Abundance of
‘Things as allowable, which were heretofore forbidden. But in re-
gard there yet remain certain Sins which cannot be excufed, and
whereof the only Remedy is Confeflion, it was but requifitc to
foften the Difficulties of it, by the Ways I am now to acquaint
you with. So that having, through all our precedent Coe-
ferences, fhewn how they have taken away the Scruples which
troubled Mens Confciences, by making them perceive that what
they thought Ill was not fo, all my Bufinefs in this is, to difcover
to you the menner how eaﬁ'l)' you may expiate what is really Sin,
by rendringConfeflion as eafy asit hath formerly been difficult.—
¢ And how is this dome, Father, faid I?* By a fort of admira-
ble Subtilties, replies he, proper only to our Society, fuch as our
Fathers of Flanders, in the Image of our firft Age, L. 3, or 1.
?- 401 ; and L. 1. ¢. 2. call pioeus and. boly Slights ; and a kind
of jandified Artifice of Dewvotion; piam & religiofam calliditaten.
Et pietatis folertiam, L. 3. ¢. 8. 'Tis by the Afliftance of thefe
. - Iaven-
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Aundience to fuch as come to confult and propofe their
Doubts to them. In the Afternoon they explain
. the

. Iaventions that Crimes are now a-Days expiated, alzcrids, with
greater Chearfulnsfs and Fervency than they were beretofore com-
mitted : Infomuch that many fbake off their Pollutions aith much
mere Expedition than they contra’? them : plurimi vix citids ma-
<ulas contrabnnt quim elugnt, as it is faid in the fame Place.=
Fazher, faid I, would yoa do me theFavour to teach me thefe bene-
fical Shights ?==T here are a great Number of them, replied he ;
for as there are many Things in Confeflion, not eafy to be en-
dared, fo are these eafy Provifions made againft them. And
whereas the main Trouble of it confils in thefe Heads, the
Shame it is to confefs fome certain Sins, the Exaltuels requifite
in particularizing the Circumftances, the Penance a Man muft

- for the fame, the Refolution to be taken not to fall into
the like again, the Care to avoid the next Occafions Whereby a
Man comes to be enfnared, and the Remorfe which we fhould
feel for committing of them ; I daubt not but I fhall this Day fo
far fatisfy you, that there fhall be nothing irkfome inall this, fo
extremely careful have they been to Jeave out of a Remedy fo ne-
ceflary and fovereign, whatever was harfh and indigettible.

Far, to begin with the Trouble or Confufion that attends the
Coufeflion of cermin Sins; it being, as you are not to learn, a
Thing of no {fmall Confequeace for a Man to keep himfelf as
right as he can in the Efteem of his Confeflor, is it not an ex-
tmordinary Convenience for him to be permitted (according to
our Fathers, and among the reft Efobar, who cites for it Sua-
rex, tr. 7. a. 4.7 138.) 20 have two Confeffors, ont for mortal
asd axsther for wenial Sins, fo 10 be in good Reputation with bis
erdinary Confeffar ; uti bonam famam apud ordinarium teueatur g

ided be do not thence take any Encourggement to go flill om in

mertal Sixe - And this be feconds with anotber ingenious Con-
trivance,to fhew a Man how he may confefsa Sin even to his ordi-

. nary Confeffor, who yet fhall not perceive that it was committed
! fince his laft “Sonfeﬂion. Tbat is {fays he) ;; ‘Ztak a general
2lfson, and to e inthat lafl Sin among all the refe, wkichbe
daczu bimplf w%l in groj:.ﬁ He affirms the fame Thing,

Prixcip. ex. 2.3.73. And I fear not but you will ackaow-

Jedge that this Decifion of Father Bauny, Theol. Mor. tr. 4. q.

15, p. 137, takes away mach of the Shame it isto a Man to

confefs his frequent Relapfes: That unlefs it be upon fome certain

Occaftons, which :a'lpn wery. feldom, there is mo reafon the Con-

Jeffar foenld ask, avbetber the Sin a Man charges himfelf avith be
az babirnal Sir ; and that be is noflebliged to anfwer to that Point,
becanfe be bath no fuch Privilege as to put Fis Penjtent to the Shame
of declaring bis frequent Relapfes.
M 2 How
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the Cbhriftian Dottrine; vifit the Sick and Poor;
and clofe the Day with public Prayers, which are
offered

How Father, (aid T) this amounts to as mach as if one thould
fay, that a Phyfician hath not the Privileie to ask his Patient,
whether it be long fince his Fever took him. Does not the
Diff:rence of Sins confift in their different Circumftances # And
is it not the main Defign of a trucPenitent, to lay open the Sate
of tis Confcience before his Confeflor, with a Sincerity asd
Clearnefs, fuch as if he were fpeaking to Chrift himfelf, who
Peifon the Prieft at that Time reprefents? And is nota Man ex-
tremely a Stranger to this Difpofition, when he conceals his fre-
quent Relap’es, fo to fmother the Greatnefs of his Sin ? e=me
‘This put the Father to a little Lofs, who yet endeavoured rather
to fhift off the Difficalty than refolve it, by bringing upon the
Carpet another Rule of theirs which introduces a freth “Conf-
fion, and does not in the leaft confirm this Decifion of Father
Bauny, which, in my Judgment, is use of their moft pernicions
Maxime, and fuch as is only fit to encourage wicked Men in their
cvil Courfes. e '

Our Conference ended as follows : O Father (faid I) there's
no_Patience in the World but you are able to overcome; sor
can a Man poffibly, without Horror, hear the Things yon have
entertained me with. They come not from me, replied the
Father. I know it very well, (faid I;) butI fee not any Aver-
fion you have for them ; nay, you are fo far from detefting: the
Authors of thefe Maxims, that you highly efteem them. De
you not fear, that your Compliance with them may make yos
a Partaker of their Guilt? Or can you be ignorant, that St
Paul thinks avorthy of Death, not only thofe wvbo are the Axthors
of Exil, but alfo thafe acko confent thereto ?

Was it not fufficient, that by ycur Palliations, you have per-
mitted Men to do many Things which were forbidden, but you
mauft farther give them Occafion to commit even thofe Crimer,
which, by the Eafincfs and Aflurance of Abfolution, fo freely
by you preffered to them fcr the fame, you cannot excufe, by
divetting for that Purpofe the Priefls of all Power, and obliging
them, rather like Slaves than Judges, to abfolve the moft in-
veterate Sinners, without requiring the leaft Love towards God,
Amendment of Li‘e, or Expreflion of Remorle, other than Pro-
nifes, thoufands of Times broken without deing any Penance,
but avhat themfelves feall think fit to fubmit to; and withoot
enjoining them to avoid the Occalions of finning, If rey re
ceive the leaft Inconveniency thereby ¥ But you areyet mote extra-
vazant; and the Liberty you havetakento unfettle the moit facred
Rule: of Chriftian Conduél, cxicnds to an abfolute overturning
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offred up every Evening in the Church. On
Fcftivals, they add a Sermon in the Morning, and
Vefpers

of the Law of God. You violate the great Commanduent on
aubich bangs all the Law and the Prophets *.

This Leter is dated at Paris, in 1656, and was writ by
the famous Mr. Pafcal, one of the greateft Genius's (as he is
fliled in Bay/r's Ditionary] the World ever produced, and a
i Remax Catbafic; a Man whofe Sanélity of Life, is thoughe
to have merj ed the Charaler givenof it in his Epitaph, whee
amoag ether Elogiums is the following :

Pictas f; nen moritur, XBtermum vivet,
Vir confugii mefcius,
Religione fancins, wirtute clarss.

The Lettres Provinciales, from whenee the.Particulars above
are extratted, were written on Occafion of the Diff:rences, at tha
Sorbonne, between-the Fanfenifts and Moliniffs, in 1656 and
1657; in order to difplay the corrupt Maxims and Politics of
the Jefuits. They are tranflated into feveral Languages; have
always been looked upon as Mafter-Pieces; and are thought
by maay to be writ with no lefs Beauty and. Spirit than
thofe of Tylly and Laciaz. Accarding to Some, in every
Part of them “dfpleys 2 Grandeur in the Thoughts, a Solidity
in the Arguments, a Delicacy in the Raillery, 8 Purity in the
Diction ; and, in the whole, a Beauty that is feldom found in
other Aathors. M. Pajea? was not known to be the Author of

till after his Death. : :
are we to think of a Sett of People whofe Maximsare
thas fet forth by a Writer of fuch uncommon Piety and Learning as
Mr. Pafcal ; 2 Man who wasborn ina Country where the Jefuits
ithed 3 and where, cenfequently, he had an’Opportanity of
being an Eye-Witnefs totheir Condu@! The Reproofs of fo
Virtaous a Pen are of infinite more Force than a Million of Sa-
iy levelled agaiait them by anonymous Authors, and others as
bag 25 thef Fathersare faid tobe. If the Jefuits who went to prc-
te the Cérifiian Religion among the Moxos, ailowed of tle
ims above afcribed to the Society, their Arrival muft have
been 2 Carfe to that People, inftead of a Bleffing ; and the Polith
which the Fathers pretended to give them,muft make them infinitc.
ly more unhappy than when they continued in their State of Igno-
rance. The Jefuits in their own Writings (as the Reader mult have
oblerved) paint themfelves with the lovely lonocence of the Dove ;

® Lu Provincials, or the Myfery of Jefuitifm, &e. pag.
214, and feg. London 1657, xz;,;. ] ’ ba
t,
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Vefpers in the Afternoon. Divine Service is per-
formed in this new Miffion in the moft folemn
manner. ‘Though there are not a great number of
Clergy, yet great Fervour, Awe, and Devotion are
feen among thefe new Chriftians. As they love
Mufic both vocal and inftrumental, every Church
has its Choir ®. There are Muficians and Church-
Officers enough ;3 particular Privileges being annex-
ed to fuch Offices as relate more immediately to
Divine Service, and to the Care of the Poor. All
the Churches are large and well built, extremely
neat; and embellithed with Paintingsand Sculptures
wrought by the Indians, who are become expert in
both. Care has been taken to adorn them richly;
for which we are indebted in a2 great Meafure to the
Charity of pious Perfons. Befides the Nave, anda
‘Wing or Jole on each fide, thefe Churches have their
Choir, over which is a very neat Dome. The
Dimenfions and Beauty of thefe Edifices ftrikes the
Indians with Awe and l.ove; and, at the fame
Time, gives them the moft exalted Idea of our
holy Religion .

bat, in Mr. Pafeal’s Letters, they are reprefented with the hi-
deous Craft and Hygocrify of the Serpent.

I have been told, that the Englip Verfion of the Latres
Provinciales, whence I extralted the Note above, was made by
the famous Author of Cosper’s Hill.

* *Tis well known, that Mufic is employed much more, at
Divine Service, in. Romifs Countries, than in thofe where the
Protefiant Religion is cliablifhed. In Paris are a great maop
Parith-Churciies, all which have their Choir, Stalls, Chorifters,
and Singing-Boys, as in our Cathedrals; a Circumftance which
furprized nic, at my firft coming to that City ; I not imagming
that they were only fo many Parifh-Churches.

+ According to the Obfervation made by Horace, inhis
Poeticks.

Segnius irvitant animos demiffa per anvem,
Quam qua funt oculis ﬁbjig;,}'llﬂm.
Which Mr. Dryden (if I miftake not) has tranflated in near the
following Words. .
Hearing excites the Mind by flow Degrees :
The Man is warm'd at once by what he fees. Ome
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One of the greateft Difficulties which the Miffio-
naries had to labour with, in the Converfion of
thefe Nations, was, the diverfity of Tongues which
prevailed among them. To remedy this, which
wvery much retarded the Progrefs of the Gofpel,
Choice was made, among upwards of twenty diffe-
reat Languages, of that which is moft general, and
appearcd eafieft to be learnt ; and this is become the
univerfal Language of the feveral Nations, who are
obliged to learn 1t. A Grammar has been com-

ed of it, whichis taught in the Schools, and

ied by the Miffionaries themfelves at their firft
coming; it being the only Language they employ

in preaching and catechifing. °
. As the Superior of this Miffion, has the general
Direction of all the Towns, he has pitched upon
that for his Refidence, which lies in the Center of
the Province. In his Houfe is a Library, common
.to all the Miffionaries ; and a Difpenfatory ftocked
with Drugs of every kind, which are diftributed
to the feveral Towns when wanted. The Miffio-
naries affemble once a Year in this Place, as to a
Spiritual Retirement; and in order to debate, in
Concert, concerning the beft Methods to forward
the Converfion of thefe Nations; and to procure all
Advantages poffible for this rifing Church, How-
ever, the Superior of this Miffion is not fo much
fixed to the Place where he ufually refides, but
that he goes his Vifitation annually to every
Church ; and even makes Excurfions into the neigh-
bouring Countries, in order to win over Souls to
Chrift. The laft Letters fent from that Miffion in-
form us, that there are above an hundred thoufand
Men, who, delighted at what they hear, concern-
ing the holy and blifstul Life which their Country-
men lead, under the Direftion of our Miffionaries,
carneftly fue for Fathers to inftrut them in our holy
Religion ; but the Scarcity of thefe, and the Suc-
M 4 cours

-
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cours wanted, have not yet given them an Opior.‘

tunity of inftruéting the People in Queftion, whofe

Converfion would be followed by that of a number-

lefs multitude of other Judians ; it being affirmed,

that thofe wide-extended Countries are exceedingly
lous,

It baving been found, by long Experience, that
the Spaniards were very prejudicial to the Indians,
cither by their too fevere Treatment of them *3
by making them work too hard ; or becaufe they
Jead fuch Lives as give great Scandal to the Natives
of thefe Countries; a Decree has been obtained
from his Catholic Majefty, exprefly forbidding all
Spaniards coming into this Miffion, or having the
leaft Correfpondence with the Indiazs belonging to
it; fo thatif any Spaniard comes into that Country,
either through Neceflity or by Chance, the Miffi-
onary-Father, after receiving him in the kindeft
manner, and exercifing all the Duties of Chriftian
Hofpitality towards him, fends him back to the
Spanifb Territories, The Account above, is ex-
tratted from the Letters of the Fathers belonging
to that Miflion, I have not added one Circum-
ftance to their Relations, but, on the contrary, have.
omitted feveral very pious Particulars and Expedi-
ents, which the Spirit of God has fuggefted to thofe
fervent Labourers, for eftablithing an admirable
Order in this Miffion, and for promoting Virtue
and Piety,

This is the Nation chofen by Heaven, the Peo-
ple appointed in thefe later Ages, to revivethe Fer-
vour, the Devotion, the lively Faith; and that per-
feét Union of Hearts, which was formcrly fo much
gdmired in the primitive Cbriftians,

* I have been told by an Enz/ip Gentleman, who was a con~
fiderable Time in the Spanih Wefi-Indies, that the Spawiards treat
the dmericags, with much greater Lenity, then our Countrymep |
da the dmerican Natives of qur Colonics. B

I could
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1 could inform you of a great many other.Par-
ticulars, worthy of your Piety, was I to give you
 aRelation of the famous Miffion of Paraguay, fo
often perfecutcd, and which, in fpight of Perfecu-
tion, is always in fo flourifhing a State, that it
ferves as a Model for all thofe which are going to
be founded in Soutb-America. But as the Hittory
of this Miffion has been writ, in which an Account
+ isgiven of the heroical Virtues of the Labourers
who cultivate it, and of the Fervour of the new
Converts who compolfe it, I fhall fay no more on
that Head ; but will take Notice of a Miffion,
founded two Years fince, in the moft Southern
Parts of merica 5 whence we hope to pierce, in
due Time, quite to the Straits of Magellan, which
we had a fight of in our Voyage. As this Miffion
is dependant on the Province of Cbhiki, in which
there are but few Labourers 5 and has the Dire&ion
of feveral other Miffions, as well Spaniards, as con-
verted Natives of the Country, it can allow but a
few Miflionaries to cultivate this wide-extended
Field. Farther, this requires fingular Qualities in
fuch Gofpel-Labourers as fhall be fent into it. The
following Particulars are extracted from a Letter of
the reverend Father Philip de la Lugana, a Jefuit,
concerning the Eftablifbment of the Miffion of our
Lady of Nabuel-buapi,

Some Years fince, (fays my Author) Providence,
by a particular Call, and a moft fingular Effe& of
irs Ml:-cy, engaged me in the Converfion of the I-
dians called Pukches and Pgyas, who live oppolite to
Chiloe, and on the other fide of the Mountains,in the
Neighbourhood of Nabuel-buapi,fifty Leagues, from
the South-Sea, in about the 42d Degree of South La-
tipde. The yet recent Remembrance of the he-
roical Virtues of the reverend Father Nicholas Maf-
cardi *, had raifed and increafed daily in me, a De-

® He fisft preached among thefe People, about the Year 16‘35. .
C ire
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whom I met,that I was haftning to the Palace; and
would not return to College, till I had obtained my
fire of treading in higlSteps,and vifiting that Country,

Providence, which leads us through fecret and
cver-wonderful Paths, permitted my Superiors to -
nominate me Vice-Rector of the College of Chilee ;
and to order me to come to St. Fago, Capital of
Chili, for fome Affairs which required my Prefence.
Heaven feemed to whifper me, that this Voyage
would give Rife to an Affair of greater Importance
than that which had prompted my Superiors to fend
me to St. Fago. And indeed, having happily
found, in the Harbour of Chiloe, a Veffel which
was going to fail for Val-Parayffo *, the Harbour of
that City (St. Fago,) T I got thither in a2 Fortaight;
when I informed the reverend Father Provincial, of
the Defign with which Heaven had infpired me,
to go and found a new Miflion in Nabuel-buspi.

® *Tis called Palpanfo in Moll's Maps.

+ St. Fage ftands in a pleafant and fruitful Valley, on ¢
fmall River at the Foot of a Hill. This Valley is warered by
" the great River Maypo, or Maypocko, on whofe Banks fland &
great Number of Jadian Villages. St. Fago the Capital of Chili
before it was deftroyed by the Natives, wasthe largeft City, and
the beft built in all thefe Parts. *Twas built according to the
Sparifh Model, with a great S juare, or Place of public Refort,
in the middle ; from which all the chief Streets iffued in 2 right
Line; and thefe Streets were croffed by others at right Angles.
On the North Side of the ‘grm Square Was the own-éaﬂ.
in which were the Courts of Juftice ; and, on the Weft, ftond
“the Bithep’s Palace, and the Cathedral: the remaining two
Sides being embellithed with Piazzas, over which were Balco-
nies. Here alfo were feveral Parifh-Churches, and Conveats
for the Religious of both Sexes, all built of Stone, and adomed
very richly:  The chief Streets were watered by Canals brought
from the River, as alfo were their Gardens, and the neighbour-
ing Ficlds in the Dry-Seafon. The City was largely fupplicd
with Corn and Fruits of every kind, both Exropean and Indian;
and the Cattle, fed in the Valley which farrounds it, furnifhed the
City with a great Quantity of Flefh of all Sorts.  St. Fago was
the Seat of the Governor, and a Bifhop's See 3 There the Courts
of Juftice were held, and a kind of Univerfity was built in it.
This City was founded by Peter de ¥aldivia, who fobdued this
Part of Chili, in 1541. He
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He approved of my Refolution, and promifed to
further it to the utmoft of his Power. PI fet
Engine at Work, to fecure the Succefs of fo im-
fe® an Undertaking. I began, by intreati
E‘fons of the warmeft Piety and Zeal to join wil:g
me, in order that I might obtain by Prayer and
and Mortification, the Grace requircg for fo diffi-
cult an Attempt. Efpecially I recommended this
Affair to a holy Religious of aur Society, Brother
Alpbonfo Lopez, venerable for his Innocence of Life,
and other exalted Qualities; the holy Brother came
fome Days after with a fmiling Countenance, bid-
ding me put my whole Truft in God’; and afluring
me that I thould fucceed in my Undertaking.
Neverthelefs I was to encounter fome almoft in-
furmountable Difficulties. I could not do any Thing
without the Permiffion of the Governor of Chili;
and this Nobleman was difinclined to all new Set-
tlements, either through Vexation to find feveral
abandoned, becaufe the Perfons concerned had not
been able to fupport them; or becaufe, as the
King’s Treafure was exhaufted, he himfelf could
not advance the Monies neceflary for founding a
new Miffion. In this unhappy Jun&ure I addre:
myfelf with Confidence to our Lord, the Difpofer
of Hearts; and promifed to fay thirty Maffes, and
to live thirty Days upon Bread and Water, in Ho-
nour of the Blefled Trinity, in Cafe I obtained
the Governor’s Permiffion. I even wrote down
this Promife ; but having loft this Paper, it was
found by a Perfon who, unknown to me, carried
it to the Governor. Some Days after, having re-
commended this Affair with great_Fervency to
Heaven, I was fo confident of Succefs, thatc{ re-
folved to wait upon the Governor *, I even declar-
ed, at my going out ‘of the Hou'e, to a Friend

© ® Some may imagine that cur Jefuit Laid this Paper, oa Pur-
pofe, in the Way.
3 whom



172 ‘TRAVELS of tbe JesvrTs)
Requeft.  Accordingly, goingto crave Audrence,
¥ was introduced into the Apartment of the Gover-
nor, who was reading the Promife made by me,
fome Perfon having brought it to him; fo that,
before I could fpeak, he addreft me as follows:
Fatber, your Bufinefs is dome, and I confent freely to
your Defires.  Be affured that Pl forward your pious
Defigns to the utmoft of my Power, agreeably to the
Orders and Intentions of the King my Mafier. Go, and
win over Souls so Chrifts but forges not to pray to
Heguen for bis Majefly, and for me. 1 will confefs
that I never felt a ftronger inward Joy, or more
delicious Confolation, than that which now diffufed
itfelf over my Soul ; and, from that Inftant, Heas
ven rewarded me, before-hand, very liberally for
the Toils and Dangers I was to undergo for his
Sake, in the Journey to my intended Miffion.

Thus, after thanking Heaven for the Mercy he
had indulged me on this Occafion, I prepared for
my Departure.  'With the Alms which had been
given me by fome pious Perfons, I purchafed
Church-Ornaments ; together with fuch Knick-
knacks as might pleafe the Indians, and the Provi-
fions neceflary for my Journey 5 and fet out in No-
wember 1703, with Father Jofepb Maria Seffa, whom
the Superiors had apiointcd to be my Companion.

I cannot mention here the many finiftrous Acci-
dents we met with, or the Evils we were forced to
undergo, for near two hundred Leagues, durin
which we travelled through Roads that were a!mol%'
unpaflable ; we being forced to crofs Torrents and
Rivers, Mountains and Forefts, unfuccoured, with-
out a guide, and in want of almoft all Things. My
Companion fickned of a violent Fever in the mid-
dle of our Journey, which obliged me to fend him
to the neareft: College ®, with part of our Fellow-

' Travel-

® As there arc no Inns in thefe Countries, the Colleges, buik
up
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Travellers; by which means I found myfelf almoft
alone and abandoned, among a Nation of Savage
Indians, who abhor the Spawiards to fuch a Degree,
that all who have the ill Fortune to get into their
Hands, muft neceflarily fall a2 Vi&tim to their Cru-
elty. But Heaven was pleafed to deliver me from
thefe various Dangers in a wonderful manner ; after
thinking me worthy of fuffering, in fome little
Meafure, for his fake, during a Journey of near
three Months. I arrived, in good Health and Spi-
rits, at my withed for Miffion Nabuel-buapi, where
the Caciques * and Indians, received me as an Angel
fent from Heaven. I then began to raife an Altar,
under a Tent, with all the Decency poffible, till
fuch Time as a Church could be built, I vifited
the Perfons of the greateft Diftintion in the Coun-
try , and iavited them to come and fettle near me,
" that we might build a little Town; and thereby
hagg the Opportunity of exercifing the Funéions
of ‘my Miniftry with greater Advantage. I had
the Confolation to fee the Converts, formerly bap-
tized by Father Mpfeardi, frequent the Church;
and liften to the Explication of the Céhriftian Doc-
trine, with fuch Fervency, Devotion, and Spiri-
tual Thirft, as gave me the moft folid Hopes, that
they would continue in the Faith, and were fincere
in their Promifes, I afterwards went and corafort-
ed all fuch fick and aged Perfons as were unable to
come to me ; and baptized fome Children with the
Confent of their Parents.
. The Confolation I felt, at thefe aufpicious Be-
ginnings, was greatly increafed by the Arrival of

up and down, are of great Service to Travellers, who, when're-
commended trom Gom to College, are treated very kindly by
the Fathers. Ia this Manner the beft Sost of People are forced
to travel even in Spain, Where there are no Inns, and oaly litile
Hedge-Houfes for a fort of Carriers, &'c,

® The Chiefs and Governors of the Pecple.

3 . Father
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Father Fofeph Guilelmo, whom my Superiors had
fent to fup{:ly the Place of Father Seffa. We cone
certed together upon the beft Mcthods for fectli
eur Miffion on the moft lafting Foundation 3 :ﬁ
that he fhould refide in Nabuel-buapi, to
fuper-intend the Building of a little Church and a
Houfe ; during which I fhould go to Baldivia ®,
wo follicit the Governor’s Protection in Favour of
the New Converts. I engaged the Caciques to
write an obliging Letter to that Governor, to des
fire his Friendfhip and Protetion, I arrived the
beginning of April 1704, at Baldivia, with the
Deputies in Queftion, whom Don Mawue! Anteffis tha
Govemor, received with the greateft Joy and Tens
dernefs ; he indulging me, at the fame Time, the
higheft Marks of his Favour and Efteem; and
promifing to promote this new Sertlement to theut-
moft of his Power. I continued no longer in Bal

divis, than was neceflary for concluding this Nego-
ciation ; and left it about the middle of Aprs/ above-
mentioned, with the two Deputies, by whom the
Governor fent his Anfwer to the Caciques. *Twas
as follows. ‘

® This Town isalfo called Vaildivia, and flands in 40 De-
South Latitude. Itis fitvated on an Eminence at the Point
of ‘a Peninfula formred by two Rivers ; and thefe,with the Iflands
lying before it, make it the fafeft and moft fpacious Harbour on
. tha Coaft of Chili. 'Tis likewife defended by feveral Forts.
There are two Paffages to this Town, the one for large Ships,
and the other for fmaller Veflels. Baldivia is moft confiderable
for its Harbour, and for the Gold Mines I;in in the Neigh-
bourhood of it; in the working of which, alSim'a. who found-
ed Haldivia in 1552, employed twenty thoufand Jrdians, who
being cruclly opprefied by the Spawiards, rofe upon them, and
retook this Town, and moft of the others which they had buil.
*Tis related that the Chilefians haviag taken Pal/dizia Prifoner,
poured melted Gold down his Throat; reproaching him that
there was no other Way of fatiating his Avarice. The Spani-
ards and Cbilcﬁan: continued at War above a Century, and we
ate told that it is not ended yet; however the former, during
the Progrefs of it, reteok Ba/divia and fome other Towns.

Gentlemen,
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Gentiemen

y :
¢ >*Twas a great Pleafure to me to hear, by

“ your Letter, and the Teftimony of your Depu-
“ des, the kind Treatment which you gave the
“ Jefuitsy; and the Refolution you have taken to
‘“ embrace our holy Religion. Having therefore
‘¢ returned the moft folemn Thanks to God, the
“ fupreme Lord of Heaven and Earth, for this
¢ happy News; Iam to affure you, that you could
“ not have done an Aftion more pleafing to the
“ great Monarch of Spain and India, Philip V.
““ my Lord and Mafter, on whom Heaven beftow
“ long Life, Profperity, and Glory. For this
“ Reafon, as I reprefent his Perfon in the Em-
“ ployment which he has pleafed to confer upon
“ me; I offer and promife in his Name, for ever,
“ his Kindnefs and Prote&ion to yourfelf and all
““ who fhall follow your Example ; obferving, at
“ the fame Time, that you muft oblige all your
“ Vaflals, after embracing the Catbolic Faith, to
¢ tke an Oath of Fidelity and Obedience to the
“ King my Mafter; who will ever be your Sup-
“ port, Iz;u;lpmte&or’ and Defender, againft all
“ your ies, Be therefore affured that, from
‘ this Day, I and my Succeffors will fettle the
“ moft folid Correfpondence with you, and ob-
“ ferve the feveral Duties of Friend(hig; whence
“ you may be affured, that we will affift you in all
‘ your Wanes ®. And hoping you will faithfully
‘ execute the feveral Things I here recommend to
‘ you, in the Name of the King my Mater, I
“ thus ratify my Promife under my Seal. -
“ Beldivia, April 8, 1704.
« Don Manuel de Auteffia.

e Howoﬁnlﬁve:bepoor ignorant Ixdiaxs been gull'd by
the fpecious Promifes of Govc’m:‘r.: and otber Exropmg::l !

Bzing

-
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Being returiied from Baldivia to Nabuel-buapi, 1
found a fmall Church built. The new Converts
appeared very fervent; and feveral Catechumens,
by the Care of Father Fobn Fofepb Guilidmo, my
Companion, were qualified for Baptifm. The whole
Nation were highly pleafed with the Governor’s Let-
ter, fo that we now began to labour ferioufly at the
‘Work of God. We have already buile a fmall
Houfe, and laid the Foundations of a lar%er Church,
as the neighbouring Nations begin to vifit us. Ne-
verthelefs, as the Country in which I am fectled, is
inhabited by two Nations, the Pulches and the
Poyas, a kind of Emulation and Jealoufy feemsto
" be now among them; the Pulcbes having endea-
voured to diffuade me from labouring at the Con-
verfion of their Neighbours; declaring, that they
arc 2 haughty, barbarous, and cruel Nation, with
whom it will be impoffible to have any Corrc-
fpondence.

As I knew very well that the Pgyas are a gentle,
good-natured People, who had earneftly defired me
to inftru® them, I faw that the Palches were
attuated only by Prejudice. For this Reafon,
having affembled the Chiefs of that Nation fome
Days after, I addrefled them in the ftrongeft Terms;
and told them the Reafons why I could not be of
their Opinion. I obferved, that Heaven was defi-
rous of faving all Men without Diftin&ion ; that
the Minifters of Chrift could not exclude any Na-
tion from the Kingdom "of God, without being
guilty of the moft anjult Prevarication ; that thefe
Minifters were fent to inftru@ and baptize all Na-
tions ; that they themfelves, if they were defirous
of being truly Cbriftians, ought to be the figft in
endeavouring zealouly to procure the Converfion
and Salvation of the Poyas; who were their Brethren
in Chrift, Heirs of his Kingdom, and equally re-
deemed by his moft precious Blood, whichhad bcc:"i

. fb

|

I
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v

fhed for the whole World : Laftly, that their-oppo-

{ fing the Converfion of their Neighbours, was only

an Artifice of the Devil, the common Enemy of
| Mankind, to deprive this People of that ineftima-
ble Blefling, the Faith; and to take away from
. themfelves the Merit of it, by making them yio-

*" late the Precept, by which we are commanded to

* love all Men. Thefe Reafons made fuch an Impref-
fion on their Minds, that they promifed that Inftant
not to oppofe the Inftruction and Converfion of the
Poyas. To conclude, -after having removed this
Obftacle, which might have checked the Progrefs
of the Gofpel; and having difpofed the Hearts and

" Minds of fuch as.had appeared moft defirous of be-

ing admitted to Baptifm ; I chofe a folemn Day for

the performing of that Ceremony with greater

Splendor, and baptized them all. I now have the

holy Confolation to fee the wonderful Change which

the Grace of Chrift has wrought in their Manners

. and Conduét; their Fervency, in praticing all
the Duties of the Cbriftian Life, being very great ®.

I fhall

* In how high a Strain of Piety does our Jefuit write 6n this
, and yet how diffcrent is the Dottrine in this Refpect
laid down, by many Fathers who are confidered as the great Lu-
minaries of their Society. ’Tis well known, that the Jefuits are
acaufed of quite vitiating the Doétrine delivered by Chrift ; by
fetting up, inftead of the Regularity and Virtue enjoined by it,
a Religion which indulges the Followers of it in the Practice of
every Vice, by fuiting the Principles of it to the loofet Paffions,
and by making the Chriflian Syftem the moft commodious one
that ever was inftituted. To inftance only in the Duty of hearing
Mafs. .. . In the Lettres Provinciales, a Jefuit is fuppofed to ar-
gue thus with another Romanift, a Layman.

Our greateit Divines (fays the Father) Gafper Hurtado, de Sacr.
%.2.d. 5. diff. 2. and Conink. g. 83. a. 6. 7. 197. have taught,
with regard to Mafs, ¢ That it is enough to be bodily prefent at
¢ it, though a Man be abfent as to the Mind ; provided he be-
¢ have himfelf with a certain outward Refpeétiulnefls’. Nay,
FVafguez is a little more indulgent, he faying, ‘ That a Man fulfils
¢ the Precept of hearing Mafs, even tho' he have not the leaft In-
¢ tention to hear it’.  All this you may find likewife in Efcobar,

Vor. IL N e,
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I fhall not attempt a Defcription of this Country,
nor treat concerning the Manners and Cuftoms of
_the People, I not having refided long enough a-

tr.1. exo 11, mam. 74. and 107, &Fc. where, to make the
‘Thing more evident, he exemplifies in thofe who are brought by
Force to Mafs, and are fully refolved not to hear it.....I fhould
never have believed it (faid I) if another had told me fo mach....
To be fhort (fays he) this is a Thing which ftands in fome Need
of the Authority of thefe great Men ; as alfo what Efcebar fays
in ¢r. 1, ex. 11. mum. 31. © That & wicked Intention, as haply
* that of looking on Women with an impure Defire, joined
¢ with that of hearing Mafs as a Man ought, hinders not 2 Man
¢ from fully performing the Duty ; nec obeft alia prava Intentic,

¢ ut afpiciend; libidinofe faminas.
But there is yet a Thing of extraordiniry Convenience in our
learned Turrianus, Selel2. p. 2. d. 16. dub. 7. ¢ That a Man
¢ may hear one half of a Mafs from one Prieft, and afterwardy
¢ the other half from another ; nay, that he may firkt hear the
¢ latter Part of one, and afterwards the Beginning of another.’
Nay, to be free with you, it is farther allowed, ¢ to hear two
¢ halves of a Mafs at the fame Time, from two feveral Priefts,
¢ a8 if one begins Mafs when the other is at the Elevation, be-
¢ canfe a Man may dire&t his Attention both thofe Ways at the
¢ fame Time; and two halves of a Mafs make a whole one:
¢ Duz Medictates unam miffam conftituun®. And this hath been
decided by our Fathers, Bauny, Hurtads, Azorius, and Ejcobar,
tr. 1. ex. 11. num. 73. in the Chapter, ¢ Concerning the Ex-
¢ ercife of hearing Mafs according to our Society’. And you
fhall fee the Conlequences he draws from thence, in the fame
Book printed at Lyons in 1644, and 1646, to the follow ng Ef-
fe€t. ¢ Whence | conclude, that you may hear Mafs in a very
¢ fhort Time ; if, for Example, you meet with foar Maffes ce-
¢ lebrating at the fame Time, which iffued out one after ane-
¢ ther in fuch manner, as that when one began, another was at
¢ the Gofpel, a third at the Confecration, and the laft at the
¢ Communion’. ..1 muft confefs Father ({aid 1) that by this Me-
thod a Man mignt hear Mafs in an Inftant at Notre Dame. Thus
You find (replied he) that we could do no more, as to wkat con-
cerns the quick and eafy hearing of Mafs. See Les Provinciales,
or the Myftery of Fefuitifin, pag. 209. € feg. Hence it appeass,
low vaitly commodious the Jefuits have rendered this Worhip.
For the better underftanding the Paffages above, I am to ob-
ferve, that in many of the Romifs Churches, four or morePriefts are
often folemnizing Mafs at fo many Altars, and at the fame Time,
to diff:rent Congregations ; a Pradtice which appears not a lite
contufed to a Proteftant, who is very much furprized (at firft

at the Sight.

mong
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them for that Purpofe. Next Summer I
::aolﬁnow more 3 I hoping to travel through the

whole Country, and to get perfettly acquainted
with every Part of it, by which means ¥ fhall be
able to make Choice of fuch Places, as will be moft
proper for fettling our Miflions. This Country

es to the Streights of Magellaw, it ftretching
above an hundred Leagues that Way ; and is much
Jonger towards the North Sea. I dare not flatter
myfelf that Heaven will employ fo weak an Inftiu-
ment as I am, for winning over to Chrift all the
Inhabitants of this wide-extended Country 5 but I
hope that his Providence, which has an Eye to
the Converfion of Heatbens, will raife up Perfons
animated with his Spirit, to come and fhare our
Labours, and complete what we have fo happily
begun *.

PHILIP DE LA Laouna.

" ‘This, reverend Father, is a faithful Extra&t of
the Relation which fell into my Hands. Tho’ you
do not there meet with the numerous and confpi-
cuous Coaverfions, which your Zeal makes you de-
firous of hearing, I yet am perfuaded that you’ll
perufe it with Pleature; and don’t doubt but you'll
thank Heaven, ' for condefcending to make ourBre-
thren the Inftruments of fpreading the Glory of his
Name in all Parts of the World.

I om, &c.
A. J. X. Nvzi.

® I gave the above Detail, from a s:x}poﬁﬁon that it might
many Readers, who are defirous of knowing tlre feversl
which the Jefuits take, in their Converfion of ignorart
Heatbexs. 'To others who have no Curiofity this Way, this Re-
htion muft neceflarily appear very dry and infipid; and not -

far unlike the Relations Which our modern Merbodifts give of
N a2 Futher
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Father pE FONTANEY, o the Reverend Fi-
ther DE LA Cuaise, Confeffor to the
King.

London, 15 Fam. 1704 *.
Moft reverend Fatber,

OU will find, by the Place whence this Letter
Y is dated, that I returned from China into Es-
rope on board an Englifb Ship. I hoped to have wait-
ed upon you in Perfon, with the firft Letter]
wrote to you during our Voyage, which took up
fix or feven Months; but I fhall be obliged to make
a longer Stay in this City.- For this Reafon Il
fend it you the firft Opportunity ; and, in the mean
Time, will content myfelf with informing you,
by a fecond Letter, of Particulars of ftill greater
Importance, than thofe which I took the Liberty to
mention to you in my firft,

Tho’ the Chriftian Religion has been tolerated
in China, ever fince the famous Perfecution of Zam-
quam-fien, that mortal Enemy to the Chriffian Name;
yet the Miffionaries often found it vaftly difficult,
to get Admiffion into the Provinces of the Empire,
or to exercife. their minifterial Functions in them.
The only Place by which they could enter Chins,
unmolefted, was the City of Macao, which the
Portugueze have poffeffed near thefe hundred Yearsts
but then it was negeffary to firft have their Leave
for that Purpofe, and this they did not eafily grant
to Foreigners. Thafe Perfons who took a differeat

Courfe, were often infulted by the Mandarins, Who

® This Date, according to our manner, fhould fland tho

15 Fan. 170%.
+ As this Letter is dated in 1704, the Portugnese maft have
poflefled Macao about 138 Years. I write this in 1742 ufed
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ufed the Miffionaries ill, and obliged them to quit
the Country. But ever fince the Emperor had re-
folved to open his Ports, and to permit Foreigners
to trade in his Dominions ; Miffionaries, of various
Orders and of all Nations, have embraced this fa-
vourable Opportunity of going and fettling in
Cbina :

As, where the Harveft is fo plentiful, the num-
ber of worthy Labourers cannot be too great, we
were overjoyed at the Arrival of thefe apoftolical
Men ; we received them as Brethren, and did them
all the Service in our Power, either by advancing
their feveral Miffions, or by putting a Stop to the
Infults and Perfecutions raifed by fome venal Manda-
rins, whowere averfe to Chriftianity. Tho’ we always
behaved in this manner, we yet have not had all the
Juftice done us which we might have expected in
Europe.: And, upon my Arrival in France in 1700,
1 was greatly furprized to find, that we were there-
reprefénted as a Sett of Men who inveighed againft
the reft of the Miffionaries ; who fought all Oppor-
wutunities of demolifhing their Churches, and of op-
pofing their Settlements.

Thofe who-confider us in this unfavourable Light,
muft think us the moft abandoned Wretches; and
fuch as attempt to inflill this Opinion of us into
others, without firft enquiring into our Condu&,
muft have forgot all the Laws of Juftice and Chari-
ty. Can thefe Perfons be ignorant, that the thus di-
fturbing, in their Miniftry, upright and zealous Per-

. fons, would be declaring againft Heaven itfelf 5

and neceffarily draw down, upon our Perfons and
Labours, the dreadful Curfes pronounced by the
Prophet Jfaiab ; Wo unto them that regard not the
Work of tbe Lord, neither confider the Operation of

bis Hands, Chap. V. ver. 11 and 12.
Farther, dare we flatter ourfelves, that our Soci-
ety alone will be able to convert all the Chineze ?
" N3 This
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This we arc far from imagining, reverend Father,
For this Reafon, the greater number of Fellow-la-
bourers we fhall fee here, the greater will be our
Joy. Thefe arc our real Sentiments ; and Heaven
is our Witnefs, that we have never afted in Oppo-
fition to them, as might be exemplified in many
Inftances *, i

® Here she Father gives us & long Detail, to prove his Afler-
tion.. I fhall obferve, that ’twas in 1698, and 1699, that the
Pope nominated Bifhops and apoftolical Vicars for the feveral
Provinces of China. The Jefuits were the only Friars, who had
ingratiated themfelves at the Court of Chirai but there were
Miffionaries, of various Orders, fpread up and down that Em-

1re.

Some Perfons may wonder, how one Order of Friars fhould
be great Enemies to thofe of another Order, but the Thing is
certain ; Friars of various Orders being fometimes engaged in
mft furious Paper-wars, in the warmeft Law-contefts, or both. I
remember, that dining one Day at Paris, at & Genileman’s at
whofe Table were, among other Gueils, 8 Fefuit and a Bese-
dicZin, thefe were continually lathing one another; when, en-
quiring into the Caufe, I was told that the Friars of thofe two
Orders hate one another mortally. Sometimes Friars of the
fame Order wrangle together. This Sort of Contefls are
taken Notice of by Boileau, Canmte I. of his Lautriw, where
Difcord is fuppofed to deliver herfelf as follows.

Quoi, dit-Elle, dun ton qui fit trembler les witres,
T aurai pi jufgiici broiétller tous les Chapitres 3
Diwvifer Cordeliers, Carmes, and Céleflins !
Jaurai fait foistenir un Siege aux Auguftins!

Which may be thus tranflated :

Says She * (the Windows ratling with her Voice)
Have I made Wrangling every Chapter’s Choice 3
Made Carmelites at calm Celefiins rage :

And rouz’d the Aufiin Friars to hold a Siege, &e.

‘The Story of the Siege mentioned in the laft Verfe, is as fol-
lows. Every two Years, the Auftin Friars of the great Convend
in Parjs, mominate, in their Chapter, three of their religiovs
Bachelors, to be Licentiates of the Sesbomne, for which there

® Difeord,
are
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If *tis a great Confolation to us, reverend Father,
to find that the Miffionaries of all Orders and Na.
N 4 tions’

are three Exhibitions. In 1658, Father Celeflin Villiers, Prior
of this Convent, to faveur fome Bachelors named nine for the 3
next Exhibitions. Thofe who found themfelves excluded by this
fudden Elettion, addrefled the Parliament, who ordered, that
apozher Nom:nation fhould be made, in Prefence of Mefficurs 4
Catinat and de Savenfe, Counfellors of the Court, and of Mr.
axart, Suoftitute or Proxy to the A:tormey-general. The
ks having refafed to obey, the Court was obliged to have
recourfe to Force, in order to put their Decree in Execution.
For thi> Reaion they fent their Officers, who, after farrounding
the Convent, endeavoured to break open the Gates. However,
all their Efforts were to no Purpofe, becaufe the Monks, forefee=
ing what would-happen, had walled them up behind ; and pro.
vided themfclves with a vaft quantity of Stones, and Weapons’
of every Kind. The Officers then tried other Methods ; fome
going upon the Roofs of the neighbouring Houfes, in order to en-
ter the Convent that Way ; ddring which, others endeavoured
to opea themfelves a Paflage through the Garden-wall; on the’
Side lying towards Chriftine-firees. But now the Auftin Friars,
ftanding apon the Defenfive, founded the Alarm, and began to
affail the Befiegers, who being pofted more advantageoufly than
they, and covered by the Chimnies, fired upon the Monks, two
of whom were killed, and the fame Number wounded.

But now a Breach being made, the Monks had the Infolence
to bring the Hoft before it, imagining this would awe the Be-
fiegers : But finding their Stratagem incffettual, and the Befieg-
ers fill continuing their Fire, they demanded a Capitulation,
and Hoftages were delivered up on each Side. The chief Arti-
cle of the Capitulation was, that the Lives of the Bzfieged fhould
be fpared, upon which they left the Breach, and delivered up
their Gates, The Commiffaries of the Parliament being enter-
ed, immediately feized eleven of thefe Mouks, who were impri=
foned in the Conciergerie. This happened the 23d of Auguft,
1658, tbe Eve ofogt. Bartholomew's Day. Neverthelefs, Car-
dinal Maxarin, hating the Parliament, caufed all the Friars to be
fet at Liberty, by the King’s Order, after 27 Day’s Imprifon-
ment. They then were n into the King’s Coaches, aud car-
ried in Triumph to their Convent, thro’ a Body of the Fremch
Guards, who were drawn in two Lines, from the Prifon of the
Coxciergerie, to the Convent of the Auffin Friars: Their Byea
thren came forth, in Proceffion, to meet them, with Palms in
their Hands. They fet all their Bells a ringing, and fang 7¢
Deum, by way of Thanks, for the Delivery of thef: Mounks.

Qcuvres
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tions, our Fellow-labourers in this painful Miffion,
do us Juftice ; I will confefs, that we are obliged
to be at no little Trouble and Expence; to procure
the defired Recommendations; particularly when
we are obliged to addrefs the firlt Minifters, the
~ Prefidents of the Tribunals, and the moft confidera-
ble Lords of the Court. Any Perfon, in order to
be convinced of this, need but be told the Ceremo-
nial of this Country ; for befides a Man’s being ob-
liged to wait a long Time for fuch Moments as may
be favourable, and to take efpecial Care not to be
troublefome ; no one ever goes, empty handed, to
~a Perfon of Diftin&ion to requeft a Favour. This
~is a general Cuftom, with which Foreigners, like
us, are indifpenfably obliged to comply.

But the Circumftance which procures us the
greateft Accels to, and Credit with, the chief Offi-
cers of .the Empire, is the Favour which the Mo-
narch is ftill fo gracious as to indulge us, and
which we endeavour to render ourfelves worthy of,
by the Service we do him. For altho' he does not
feem to purfue, with fo much Affiduity as former-
ly, the Study of the Mathematics, and the reft of
the European Sciences, in which he is very fkilful 5
we neverthelefs are obliged to go frequently to the
Palace ; that Prince having always fome Queftion
or other to propofe. He employs Day and Night,

Ocuvres de Nicolss Boiltau Defpreaux, Tom. z. pag. 101, 102,
Amfierdam 1717. .
ow well thefe Monks followed the Pattern fet them by him

whofe Imitators they pretend to be ; and how juftly they deferv-
ed the Name of Religicus !

Tantene animis caleftibus Ire. Virg.

I did not give the Story of this Siege, borrowed from a
Romanift, as imagining it would abfolutely invalidate the Af-
fertions of Father de Fontaney, but only to fhew, that it is no
extraordinary Thing for Monks to a& like fo many Banditti.

in
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in Works of Charity, Brothers Frapperie, Bau--
din, and de Rodes, who are expert at healing Wounds
and preparing Medicines ; he fending them to vifit
the Officers of his Houthold, and Perfons of the
higheft Diftinttion in Peking, whenever they are in-
difpofed ; and is fo well fatisfied with their Services,
that he never makes a Progrefs into Tartary, or
the Provinces of the Empire, without taking one
of them with him. This great Monarch is alfo
cxceedingly well pleafed with Father Fartoux, and
Brother Brocard, they going every Day to the Pa-
lace, by his Majefty’s exprefs Order. The former
is extremely well fkilled in Algebra, Mechanics,
and the Theory of Clocks ; and the latter has a ve-
ry delicate Hand in making various curious Works
which pleafe the Emperor. But tho’ they are fo
much employed by the Prince, they yet find Time
to preach Chrift, and to inftil his Do&rine into fuch
Officers of the Palace as are ordered to treat with
them.

By the Way (reverend Father) you are not to
form-a Judgment of this Court, from that of
France, and the other European Countries, where
Foreigners have an Opportunity of ingratiating
themielves with the Learned, and with Perfons of
the higheft Birth and Rank : We meeting with no
fuch Advantages in the Palace of Peking. When
we go thither, we are fpm: into an Apartment,
joining indeed to that of the Emperor, which is
a prodigious Favour, and a Teftimony of the great
Confidence he repofes in us ; but as this Apartment
isat a confiderable Diftance from the Place where
the great Men of the Empire affemble, we have
not the leaft Correfpondence with them; and can
converfe only with fome Eunuchs, or Gentlemen of
the Bed-Chamber., 'We pafs the whole Day in this
Apartment 3 and often don’t come from it “till very
late at Night, on which Occafions we are greatly fa-

tigued
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ti . ’Twould be fcarce poflible for us to bear
all thefe Hardfhips ; and to lead a Life fo ill fuited,
in outward Appearance, to the Charater of Mif-
fionaries, were we not excited to it by God’s Glory.
But the eafy Accefs we procure, by that Means, to
this Prince, which is of great Advantage to our
holy Religion, and gains us the Friendfhip and
Protetion of the Mandarins, compenfates for all
our Fatigues.

I fhall not add any Thing here (reverend Father)
to what I told you, in my former Letter, concern-
ing our Houfe in Peking, except that, on the Front
of the fine Church lately built by usin the firft Inclo-
fure of the Palace, in the Sight of the whole Em-
pire, the following Words are engraved, in Gold,
in large Chineze Charalters; Tiew-chu tung-chi Kien;
Czli Domini Templum mandato Imperatoris erefum,
1. e. ¢ The Temple of the Lord of Heaven, built
¢ by the Emperor’s Order’. This is one of the
moft beautiful Edifices in Peking ; we not having
fpared any of thofe Ornaments &¢. which might
raife the Curiofity of the Chineze; and invite to it
the Mandarins, and the moft confiderable Perfo-
nages of the Empire, thereby to get an Opportu-
nity of fpeaking to them concerning God, and in-
ftructing them in our Myfteries. ‘Tho’ this Church
‘was not quite finifed when [ left Peking, neverthe-
lefs the Heir-apparent, the Emperor’s two Brothers,
the Princes their Children, and the greateft Lords
of the Court, had been feveral Times to view it.
Such Mandarins as are fent into the Provinces, ex-
cited by the like Curiofity, come thither alfo; and
there form to themfelves a favourable Idea of our
Religion, which is of great Scrvice to us, when
they rewrn to their feveral Governments. This
was feen fome Months fince, in the Perfon of the
Viceroy of Canton, a Man of Learning, but furpri-

zingly zealous for the Cuftoms of his Country, and
3 a it



TRAVELS of the Jesvirs. 187

a ftri@ Obferver of the Laws. The People think-
ing to take Advantage of this Frame of Mind,
complained to him, that one of our Miffionaries
was carrying two Churches, by his Direftion, to
too great a Height ; the one in Camon, and the
other four Leagues from it, in Fochan, a famous
Town, no ways inferior to Canton, cither with re-
gard o Wealth, or the Number of Inhabitants.
The People therefore infifted upon their being
pulled down ; at leaft, defired that they might not
be carried to fo great a Height : But the Viceroy
replied 5 fince the Emperor permits a fill loftier Church
to be built in bis Palace, would it mot argue the bigh-
ef Prefumption fbould we concern ourfelves with this ?
We intend to build this Church in the moft fplen~
did manner poffible, in order that it may be fuita-
ble to the Majefty of the Place in which Provi-
dence has been fo gracious as to fix it; and give a
San&ion to all fuch as may be raifed in the Pro-
vinces, to the greater Glory of God. Our King
was pleafed to fend thither, on board the dmpbitrite,
a Service of Plate, and rich Church Ornaments 3
fo that thefe’ Mandarins of the Palace who faw them
at our Arrival, as well as the Cbriffians we fhewed
them to, gazed upon them with wonder. The on-
ly Things now wanting, are about ten or twelve
large PiGures to adorn the farther End, and the
two Sides of the Church *.

Various Houfes are building in the Provinces,
for the Refidence of our Brethren, as well fuch as
arrived in China, with Father Bouver and myfelf
on board the Ampbitrite, as others who came by
the Way of India. We have made Choice of the
Provinces of Kiamfi, Huguam, and Cbekiam, as be-

ing

* Io Remip Countrics, 'tis ufual to adorn the Altar with

very large Pieces of Painting ; as alfo the two Sides of the Choir,
and fome:imes the Nave, the Chapels in the Charch, &c.
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ing thofe in which the greateft Number of Souls
may be won over to Chrift.

Our Portugueze Fathers, who have not Clergy-
men fufficient to fuperintend the Churches founded
in various Provinces of the Empire, intreat us to
fend them Fathers Premare and Barborier, whofe
Virtue and Abilities are well known to you. The
former is gone to Kien-chang, and the latter to
Ting-cheu, a City of the firft Clafs, far within the
Mountains, which feparate the Province of Fokien,
from that of Kiam fi. Father Barborier, in lefs
than four Months, baptized near two hundred Per-
fons. He went to a Village, where fifty Catechu-
mens were admitted to Baptifm. ¢ I found (fays
% he) that the whole Village was going to be con-
« verted, all the Inhabitants of it crouding to hear
¢ the Word of God; when their Fervency was
¢¢ cooled on a fudden, by the Impofture of a Man
< whoinveighed againft our Religion. This Wretch
« proclaimed every where. that the Chrifiians ufed
% to boil, in a large Kettle, the Bowels of a dead
. % Man; and draw from thence an_ abominable
¢ QOil, which they employed in the Ceremony of
¢ Baptifin. He afferted this Falfhood with the ut-
“ moft Infolence 3 declaring, that he himfelf had
“ been Eye-witnels to fuch a Ceremony in Manila,
¢ where he lived three Years. It would be impof-
¢« fible to defcribe the Impreflion which his filly
« Words made on all the People, who, before, were
¢« ready to embrace the Chrifiian Faith. My feve-
¢t ral Remonftrances were therefore to no Purpofe,
«¢ tho’ I demonftrated plainly, by thewing them our
¢ Books and printed Catechifms, that all the
«¢ Wretch had faid was an errant Falfity™.

Some Time fince, the Tribunal of Rites fent
the following very favourable Anfwer, to the Vice-
roy of Chekiam, who had defired the Opinion

A 1 g of
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of that Affembly, with regard to our fettling in
“PoYou cite the Emperor’s laft Letter ; and ob-
“ ferve that this Edit forbids indeed the violating
“ any of thofc Churches which were already built
¢ to the Lord of Heaven ;. but that it does not
“ mention any Permiffion for raifing new ones ;
¢ and thereupon enquire, whether that of Ni
“‘may be permitted to be carried on. You like-
“ wife cite another Anfwer of this Tribunal, by
« which we declared, that no Perfon fhall moleft
“ the European Leang-bon-gin *, who had purchafed
“ a Houfe in Niencheu ; and you afk whether the
“ fame Indulgence muft be fhewn to the other
“ two Europeans, who lately purchafed a Houfe in
“ Nimpo. The Anfwers we make to your Quefti-
¢« ons are as follow. The Emperor’s Edi&t, which
“ you yourfelf cite, declares plainly that the Euro-
¢ pean Fathers are Men of known Virtue; that
“ they don’t injure any Perfon, but, on the con-
“ trary, have done confiderable Services to the Go-
« vernment. If the Bonzes and Lamas+ are allowed
« to fettle in China, and build Houfes in it, why
“ fhould not the like Indulgence be thewn to the
% European Fathers? The Edi& concludes with a
¢« Ordaining, that all the Churches they then pof-
¢ feffed fhould not be touched, nor the Perfons be-
“ longing to them molefted in any manner. Pur-
“ fuant therefore to this Edi&, to every Article of
« which we pay an entire and perfect Submiffion,
« we command that the Church built by the Euro-
“ pean Fathers in Nimpo fhall not be violated, nor
¢ their Perfons molefted. Of this we have inform-
¢ the Viceroy, and the other Officers of the Pro-

* The Chineze Nax.nc of Mr. de L;nnnt, Bithop of Ro/alia.

C'}' Thefe are Prieits of Zartary, in the Neighbourhood of
bina,

‘¢ vince”.
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< -vince”. The above Order is dated the Begin<
ning of September, 1702 *.

Father Gollet, in a Letter of his from Nimpo,

informs me of the following Particulars. « A
. ¢ Heathen Servant, whom 1 took into our Houfe,
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“ a Spettator of their Operation, ftaid with me -

in Hopes of converting him, attempted to poi-
fon me. *Twas very eafy for him to perpetrate
his wicked Defign, as he always cook’d my Vi-
Cuals, He imagined it would be no difficult
Matter to conceal his Crime ; and that as no one
would be acquainted with it, he might feize,
unmolefted, on whatever belonged to me, after
my being difpatched. He then put fome Verdi-
greafe and Sublimate into the Victuals he was pre-
paring for my Dinner. Immediately after I had
eat, I wags fcized with a violent Fit of the Head-
ach ; and, an Hour after, felt a great Pain in
mny Eyes, one of which throbbed as tho® it had
been pricked with Needles. In the mean Time
the Sky was overfpread, and threatned a great
Storm ; for which Reafon, I afcribed my Indif-
pofition to the bad Weather, and faid fo to one
of my Domefticks, The Servant who had poi-
foned me went out of the Heufe, but returned
an Inftant after, telling me, that a Dragon had
been feen in the Air, out of the City ; and that
the Governor, and the General of the Militia
or Soldiery, were gone to view it. I concluded,
from what he told me, that the Storm was
blowing over, whence I flattered myfelf thae I

thould foon be better. In the Evening I fupped in -

the fame manner that I had dined, that is, upon
poifoned Eggs. My Cook being refolved to be

® If this Edi@ be ftritly true, ‘.is a remarkable Proof of

the great Power the Jefuits had raifed them‘elves to in China §
this Tribunal having, 'ill then, been alwaysthe greateft Stickler

againft the Cbriftian Religion.

all

!
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8¢ a1l Supper-time, when I telling him, how great-
¢« ly it would be to his Soul’s Advantage to turn
< Chriftian 3 he pretended to approve of my Rea-
« fons, but made feveral Excufes, in order to de-
¢ lay his Baptifm, which, however, he protefted
¢ fhould be performed in a Fortnight. doubt-
¢¢ lefs imagined, that it would nat be in my Power,
¢ at that Time, to call upon him to iecp his
“ Word. I had a very bad Night; and, in the
“ Morning, felta violent Pain in my Stomach,
‘¢ which continued all that-Day and the following,
¢ *dll two in the Morning, when I rofe up, it be-
“ ing impoffible for me to get 2 Wink of Sleep. 1
« now had vaftly ftrong Fits of Vomiting, which
¢ tortured me exceedingly ; and all I caft up tafted
¢¢ like Poifon ;3 but taking an Antidote, I foon
« found Eafe. I then returned Thanks to God for
< his great Goodnefs to me, and was pretty eafy
“ during the Remainder of the Night. Day-light
“ being come, I perccived that what the Vomit
“ had forced from me, was Verdigreafe mixed with
‘ another white Compofition, to which I was a
¢ Stranger, but was affured that it was fublimate,
“ called by the Chineze, Sin. *Twas likewife known
“ to be a real Poifon, by two other Symptoms, to
« which feveral Perfons were Eye-witneffes, Hea--
“ ven be praifed for preferving me”? Father Gollet
does not fay what became of this wicked Servant.

As the Paflage from Nimpo to Fapan takes but 3
or 4 Days, when the Wind is favourable ; and that
feveral Ships fail annually from this Port to Nanga-
Jack, 1 had the Curiofity to enquire concerning the
State of that great Empire. Here follows whar Fa-
ther Gollet was told by two Chinezey the firft of
whom had failed thither five Times; and the fe-
cond, whom I myfelf fpoke to, was but juft come
from it. The latter had an Inclination to turn Cbri-

fian, and would have certainly become a Convert
before
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before now, had not his Refolution of goingf
cond Time to Fapan prevented him. .
Nangafack, called by the Chineze Cham-ki
open Town of about feven or eight thoufand
bitants, *Tis furrounded with Mountains,
Summits are covered with Fir-trees, and ¢ e
ral Eminences cultivated. The Town, W
but a League from the Sea, ftands on the Sid
River, the Mouth of which is very narrow.,
Fapaneze have fortified it with ftrong En
ments, and two Batteries of Cannon. Such
‘Watch is kept there, Night and Day, that th
ment they fpy a Ship, two light Veffels goand
View of it, in order to make their Report to
neral of the Militia.  If *tis a Chimeze or Dulc
fhe is permitted to come into the Harbour.
“two Nations being allowed the Liberty to t
' Cham-ki 3 but they are excluded all the reft
Ports of Fapan, into which if they enter, thiff,.
feized, and their EffeCts confifcated. This
Fate, about cight Years fince, of a Chinezt
which, being buffetted by a Storm, and u
Point of fuffering Shipwreck, ran into the P\ .
Sacbuma *. The Governor of the Town imjll |
ately imprifoned the Captain and the whole 1
as Infringers of the Laws of the Empire. >
thelefs, being informed of the Difafter of the
who had run into Sachuma only to prevent th
ing caft away, he was moved to Compaffion;;
their Ship to be refitted ; and fent them,
Guard, to Cham-ki. The Chineze are trea
Fapan, in manner following.
As foon as a Chineze Ship comes into the
bour, the Town-officers go thither, to take:
act Account of the Ship’s Crew and Cargo.
thefe Occafions the moit narrow Scarch is
The Fapaneze open the Trunks, peep into,
® I (uppofe this is the Port called Satcuma, in Moll’s M
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Beds and Coverlets, cut open the Linings of Cloaths,
beat on every Side of the Hogtheads, &5c. to fee
whether they be full or empty. If the Officers meet
with any Chineze Books, they fometimes turn them
over; but commonly throw them into the Sea, to
fpare themfelves the Trouble of examining them.
‘Theyafterwards afk every Perfon his Age and Profef-
fion ; and enquire particularly concerning his Reli-
gion. The Examination being ended, they lay upon
Deck a Brafs Plate, a Foot long, and half a Foot
broad, on which the Image of our Saviour, hang-
ing on the Crofs, " is engraved ; and oblige every
Perfon to walk bare-headed and bare-footed over
this Image. In fine, they read a long Scroll, filled
with bitter Inve@ivesagainft the Chriffian Religion ;
and containing an Abftra&t of the Ediéts, which
forbid ‘the Profeflion of it in Fapan. ‘The Enquiry
being ended, the Chineze (cight at a Time) are put
into Boats, and carried to their Diftri& or Quarter
Being arrived at the Gate of it, they are fearched
again, to prevent their bringing in any Gin-feng, or
other prohibited Goods.

The Chineze Diftri® ftandson the Declivity of
a Hill, whence is a Profpe¢t of the whole Town.
This Diftri& has two Inclofures, and two Gates.
The firft Inclofure is only a Kind of Area, whither
the Fapaneze come and fell their Goods to the Cbi-
neze, All the Fapaneze are notallowed to enter it
thofe only vho have obtained Leave, for that Pur-
pofe, from the General of the Militia. - This Per-
miffion is writ on a fmall Piece of Wood, which
. every Perfon who has this Leave muft wear by his
Side. The fecond Inclofure contains nine Rows of
' Buildings, which are as fo many Inns. 1n cach Row
are feven Apartments, where the whole Crew of a
Qbineze Ship are commodioufly lodged. They are
not furnifhed with the neceffary Utenfils, as Difhes,
Plates, Umbrellos, Fans ; nor are permitted to ule

Vou. IL, o thofe
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thofe belonging to their Ship, thefe being put up
into a Warchoufe, at their Arrival 3 for which Rea-
fon they arc obliged to purchafe thofe feveral Things.,
The Chineze are allowed full Liberty to enter into
the firft Inclofure of their Habitation, but not to
go out of it ; that being permitted to none but the
principal Merchants, who go, by Order of the Ge-
neral to the Fortrefs, to view and make Choice of
whatever Goods may be for their Purpofe. Nor
are the Japaneze allowed to go out of the firft In-
clofure into the fecond ; and any Perfon who fhould
prefume to fet his Foot in it, would be beat by the
Soldiers upon Duty. With regard to the Mer-
chandize which the Chineze bring to Fapan, they
are not unladen, but continue on board, under the
Care of a Fapaneze Centinel, till the General, who
manages the whole Trade of the Country, fends
one of his Domeftics to fetch fuch as he had picch-
ed upon, in the Catalogue prefented- to him.

T he Habitation of the Dutcb is neither fo fpacious,
nor fo agreeably fituated as that of the Chimeze; but
then it is neat and better built, they themfelves
having raifed it at their own Expence. It ftands
on the River-fide, upon a Flat. The Fapawez
keep a ftriter Eye over the Dutch than over the
Chineze. Whenever a Dusch Ship comes into the
Harbour, none but the principal Merchants are per-
‘mitted to go athore. A ftrong Guard is thén f«
over them ; and they are not fuffered to come out
of their Diftri&, till fuch Time as their Ships fet
fail, that is, for three or four Months. The Dutch
fent, laft Year, four Ships to Japam, and the Chi-
neze about forty,

Tho’ I was extremely defirous of knowing whe-
ther any Chrifiians ftill remained in Fapan, in which
our Religion flourithed fo greatly lat Century, {
yet was not able to learn any Particulars conccrqing

it*
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ic® In all Probability, the Emperors of apan,
who, after near a Century, have employed fuch a

’ Variety

®° As no Furopeans but the Dutch are permitted to trade (and.
that with the ftrieft Limitations) to Fapam, we are far from
having a thorough Know]edfe of this Country, which is an
Empire compofed of feveral Iflands, fituated to the Eaft of ‘the
Empire of China. The largeft of thefe Iflands, whence the
whole Empire is named, is Fapan or Nitbon, being about aco
Leagues long ; and between 33 and 50 broad; and the chief
Towns are Meaco, Saccai, and Yedo. The fecond Ifland is
Boxge, or Sacock, being about 53 Leagues round, whofe Capi-
tal is Bongo. On the Wetl lies the City of Nanzafat, where the
Datch have a Falory. The third Ifland is Ton/2, and is near
40 Leagues in Circumference, and the chief City is Nava or A-
«@a. ‘Thefe three Iflands form the Empire of Fapan, to which are
fabordinate a great number of {mall Iflands, intermixed with,
and lying round, them ; as the finaller Illands about Grear Bri-
tain. Tne Fmpire of Fapan extends from the 3oth to the 36th
Degmof Nortn Latiwde, and is about 130 Degrees to the
Eaft of London. The Air is healthful, and- moderately warm ;
bur to the North of the Mountains which crofs Fapan, the Win-
ters are very fevere, great Quanti:ies of Snow falling. ’
The gencral Gyin on is, that thefe Iflands were fisft peopled
from China ; but others believe, with more Probability, that
the Fapaneze are defcended from the Eaflern Tartars, they prace:
. ticing feveral Caftoms of the latter, the contrary of which pre-

- ¥ail 10 China. We are told that the Fapaneze were banithed

7 from China, for their Rebellion, about 600 - Years fince; and
. thereupon changed all their Cuftoms, to exprefs their Deteftation
-of thofe who had expelled them their Country ; but others think

-1this improbable. Their Palaces are faid to be éxceedingly magni-

ficent, andthat the Roofs are of gold, which may be true, in cafe
thefe Iflands abound fo much with that Metal as Travellers pre-
tend. The Fapaneze build with Wood, and their Houfcs are
commonly but of one S:ory. Their Apartments are very com-
modious, the Partitions being made to fold like a Screen ; by
which Means they can _eafily throw feveral Rooms into one.
The Houfes of their great Men are wainfcotted with Cedar ; the
Ceilings are painted and gilded, the Floors paved and covered
with Ane Mats, and the Doors beautifully varnithed. The
Houfes of the inferior People are only of Clay Walls, with
thatch’d Roofs. No Glafs is ufed in the Windows, but only
wooden Shutters. The Fapanexe eat and fleep upon Mats, they
ufing neither Beds, Tables, nor Chairs. The Rooms are ufu-
ally furnithed with Cabinets, gkrecr.;, China ware ; azd hung

2 , with
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Variety of Methods to extirpate the Chriffiar Faith,’
fo far as to expofe thofe who had embraced it to the
‘ ' moft

with PiGtures or printed Paper. At N‘igbt every Ward is fhat
up, Lanthoms are hung out, and a ftri¢t Watch is kept.

The _7':,axm delight much in Mafquerades and Plays, the
Subje@s of which are commonly taken from the Hiftory of their
Country. ‘Theé Emperor is frequently prefent at them, and their
Nobles are often the chief A&ors. They vifit every Year the
Tombs of their Anceftors, on which Occafion a fplendid Feaft
is made. Their Cuitoms and Manners are faid to be the very
Counter-part to oursy fuch as, that White is worne for Mourn-
ing, and Black-and Red on joyful: Occafions ; that they mount
on Horfeback on the right Side ; think the blackeft Teeth the
moft beautiful : fit down when any Perfon comes to vifit them ;
drink their Liquors warm in Summer : But poflibly there may be
little Truth in all this.

The only Nations they trade with are the Chinexe, the Datcb,
and the Inhabitants of Fefo. The Iflands of Fapan were firft
difcovered by fome Portugueze, caft away by a Storm in 154a,
and who in 1549, came thither again in Hopes of finding Gold.
They brought Saint Francis Xawier with them, who preached the
Gofpel there, by the Favour of the Portugueze who traded into
this Country, and made a very great number of Couverts. The
Chrifiian Religion flourithed to fuch a Degree, that before the
Year 1622, three petty Kings, a confidcrable number of the
principal Men, and vaft numbers of the common People had
embraced Chriftianity, if the Miffionaries may be credited. A-
bout this Time an Edi& was publithed, for extirpating all the
Cbhriftians in the Fapameze Empire ; the Emperor being afraid
that the Miffionaries and Converts would defiroy both his Go-
vernment, and the Religion of the Country. This was foliowed
by fo cruel a Perfecution, that 'tis commonly believed there is
not one Chriftian left in Fapan; nor are any Perfons who own
themfelves to be Chrifiians {uffered to come into its Ports.  The
Enemies to the Dutch affirm, that thefe, in order to engrofs fole-
ly this Trade, trampled upon Chrift’s Crof:, and empi.yed eve-
ry other Method by which they could thew their A norierce of
the Cbhriftian Faith. Some declare, that the Dutch raifed the
Emperor’s Sufpicion with regard to the Portugueze, merely in
the View of getting all the Trude of that Country into their
own Hands. The Durch affert, in their Deferice, that when
Chriftianity had greatly increafed in thefe Iflands, the Porsa, ueze
Clergy began to preach up the Independance of the Church, af-
firming, that they were not fubje& to any temporal Prince; a
Circumftance which made the Emperor of ¥ apan apprelienfive,
that they intended to dethrone him. The Chriftians, on that

Occafion,
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' moft cruel Torments, have at laft entirely compleat-
ed its Ruin. A certain Circumftance is, no Mif-
fionary

Ocaafion, took up Arms, and defeated a Body of the King’s
Forces 3 bat the Emperor marching againft them in Perfon with
a confiderable Army, a general Battle was fought, which lafted
three Days, and at laft the Chrifiians were entuely routed ; and
in the Space of a few Days fixty Thoofand of them loft their
Lives, cither in Battle or by Torture ; the Government after-
wards not fparing cither Men, Women, or Children, who bore
a0y Relation to the Cbriffians ; infomuch, that whenever a
Clrifiian Prieft was difcovered in any Houfe, not only the Ma-
fler of it, but even the whole Neighbourhood, were ruin’d ; and
all fufpe@ed Perfons were obliged to fign an Inftrument, exprefs
fing their Abhorrence of the Chriftian Faith. Some Authors
declare, that this Perfecution was owing to the Villainy of a Na»
tive of Brujfels, who baving communicated to the Emperor a
Letter which he pretended to have found on board a Portagueze
Ship, wherein an Account was given of a Plot that was hatch-
ing, vix. for the Portugueze to {eize upon the Government, by the
Afiiftance of their Fapanezs Converts ; the Emperor caufed all
the Chrifians to be inhumanly butchered, without Diftinction
of Age &r Sex. However, many doubt the Trath of this Af-
fertion, Be this as it will, 'tis thought that the Cbriftians are
quite extirpated out of Fapan; yet fome pretend that there muft
fill be Chriftians there, as Commiflions have been fince fent,
(not many Years fince) from Fapan to China, ordering Crofles
to be painted on certain Vafes: And that fome Fapancze fent
to Canton forHofts or Wafers. Farther, thatint717, two Je-
foits and a fecular Prieft had been caft away near Fapan; and that
getting on Shore, they met with a great number of fervent Chri-
Jtians, but this Account is thought to want Confirmation. The
Reader may fee a Defcription of the Datch Faltory in Thevenor.
A Yapaeze Di&ionary was printed at Nanga/ak.

The Dutch carry to Fapan great Quantities of raw and
wronght Silks, Cloth, Deer-skins, raw Hides, Hemp, Quick-
filver, Wool, Linen, Cloves, Pepper, Musk, Camphire, Borax,
Sugar, China Ware, Elephants Teeth, {Fc. and receive in re-
turn, Gold, Silver, fine Copper, Cabinets, and other Fapan
and lackered Ware. This Trade is of the greateft Advantage
to the Dutch, they purchafing, with their Spices, almoft all the
Commodities they carty to Fapan ; whereas all other Nations
maft buy thofe Goods with T'reafure. Had we our Share of the
Spice Trade, we neced fend but very litle ‘'I'reafure to Jadias
which is almoft the only Thing we do fend thither. Spices are
2s much efteemed in 4fzc as in Ewrcpe; and fome think the
Dat.h vend more in the former than in the latier.

O3 Moft
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fionary can ever enter the Japaneze Empire, folong
as this rigorous Search fhall be made at the Arriva%

Moft of the Cattle and Poultry of Exrope are feen in Yape
'The chief Grain is Ri¢e, and they alfo have ‘good red t.
The Husbandmen are next to Slaves. Their Gardens aie beau-
tiful. There is 2 Mountain in Fap+#, fo very high, thatfome
think it exceeds the Pike of Terertffe ; ‘here alfo are eight Vol
canoes. The Fupdteze are excellent Mechanics, and famow
for their fine Varnith, and Lacker. -

Their Learning is of no great Compafs, it confifting only in
Reading, Writing, in the Hiftory of their own Country, the
Myiteries of Religion, and in fome Rales of Morality. Their
Charalers are the fame with thofe of the Chixeze, and they
don’t caft up their Accounts with Figures, but ufe a little Board,
with parallel Linés and a Bead, which they flide from ome to
the other like the Chinexe. They have but a flender Skill ia
Phyfic, and never let Blood. The Fapanexe apply themfelves
very much to the Study of Aftrology. They pretend to have
had Printing and Gunpowder amor.g them long before the Es-
ropeans : A$ to Geography, they were fo very ignotant of i,
that before the Arrival of the Europeans, they divided this Globe
of ours into three Parts, China, Fapan, and Siam ; iggining
there were no other Countries but thefe.

The Fapaneze flands are fubje&t to an Emperor, under whom
are fifty or more petty Kings, who enjoy fovereign Power in
their refpeive Dominions, but are liable-to be depofed or po-
nithed by the fupreme Monarchi. Antiently this King was both
Sovereign and High-prieft of thefe Iflands; but fince, the Dairo
or High-prieft, who is a Defcendant of the former Monarchs,
has no Share of the Sovereignty, this being enjoyed by another
Family. The Emperor commits the Admniftration of the Go-
vernment to four principal Minifters. The Monarch is fo very
jealous of his Power, that Spies are difperfed througheut every
Part of his Dominions. Some Travellers relate thart this Prince
has near four hundred thoufand Foot in -Pay, in War-time ; a
Cirtamftance which does not appear &obablc, as we never heat
of his being engaged inany foreign Wars, - :

Crimes are pamfhed with great Severity, and every Father of
a Family has the Power of Life and Death. There are no
Courts of Juflice in this Country, and few written Laws. Great’
Offenders are commonly either burnt, crucified with the Head
downwards, torne to Pieces with Horfes, or boiled in Oil. The
Fapanexe are ldolaters, and- worthip the Planets, with feteral
monitrous Idols. Xacz and Artda are their prineipal Gods.
Mot of them belicve the Immortality of the Soul, a State cf
Rewards and Punifhments, and Tran/migration. There uie 2

. ' great
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of all Ships. The Father of Mercies will gain us
Accefs to it, whenever he in his Wifdom fhall rhink

. proper.

t number of Convents, for both Sexes, who lead a Life of
gﬂ:&q. In the City of Meaco flands a vaftly large Temple,
in which is a Copper Idol, whofe Head reaches to the Roof.
The Begzes are very mach re(pe&ed by the Emperore They
inculcate the Praltice of the greateft Aufterities, Morality, and
2 Contempt of Riches ; but the Romi® Miflionaries declare them
to be the moft finithed Hypocrites. :

Perfons of Diftin&ion are married in the Temples by their
Renzes. 'The Men are allowed to have as many Concubines as
they can keep. The procuring Abortion is not confidered as a
Crime ; and poor People, or fuch as are unmarried, may deftroy
their Female Infants 5 but thofe Males, whon Parents are i'rla‘di-
gent, are brooght ap atthe Expence of the Governmen . The
Fapaneze, likethe l;'m'aa, burn the Bodies of their Dead. Qa
thefe Occafions, the Relations and the Bonzes attend with great
Ceremony, and lighted Torches, Lanthorns, Brafs Bafons, with,
Baskets of Flowers, are carried. The eldeft Child fets Firé tothe
PHe, which iy always out of the Town. The Body is confum-
ed to Athes, and thefe are put iato a gilded Urn ; and after being.
hung up in the Houfe for fome Time, the Urn is interred wi

nity.

great g
To the North of Fapan lies the Land of ¥efo3 but whether .

thefe two Coantries join to one another is not yet known. We
are but very little acquainted with the Land of Fz/% ; the moft we
koow is, that the Natives are neither fo cruel nor deformed as

.they were declared to be by the Dutch, who difcovered it in
2643. Some think that F¢f6 joins to Amerids, afirming that -

the Natives of thofe feveral Parts refemble one another. The
Perfons in queftion alfo i'magned, that America was led that
Way, bat to this many Objeftions may be raifed. We are
told that a Freach Soldier in the Expedition of Mr. de Sale,
-and who, after that Commander’s death, adyanced as far as 4-
caanibas, to the Welt of Canada, declared that thofe People in-
formed him, that they exchange their Gold for Iron with a
‘Nation fitaated twelve Days Journey Weftward ; and hé fup-
pofed this Nation to be the Fapaneze. Still this is but Con-
re. However, thus'much feems agreed, that Tartary or
Fofo extend fo far Nerthward, that no Ships have ever been
able to fail beyond them ; and ‘tis thought never will, by rea-
fon of the Obftacles whith feem infurmountable. About 1652,
the Dutco Eaft-India Company fent to difcover the North-eatt
‘Paflage ; it being imagined that Ships might pafs through the
Gulph of Aiian to the Tastarian Sca. In 1652 and 1653,
fome Pesfons feat out by thr(r)n arriving upon the Coaft of /3.
4 in
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proper.  The Chineze have given me a Draught of
the Entrance of the River Nangafak, which is here
annexed. .

By tiie Way, Nimpo is ane of thofe Ports which
the Emperor of China has opened to Foreigners.
‘The Europeans are not yet come thither ; the Eng-
Uk cafting Anchor at Chufan *, an Ifland lyingtw .
the North-eaft, eighteen or twenty Leagues from
Nimpo.- Their firft Arrival there was occafioned
by their not being able to find the Courfe to Nmpq,
among the many Iflands lying on that Coaft. - From
that Time the Mandarins of Chufan, which is an
exceeding good Port, but not very convenient for
Traffic, procured Orders from Court, to keep them
there. I refided with them in that Factory, from
the End of January to the fitR of March laft
(1703,) when we fet fail for England.

Mr. Catchpole, their chief Agent in all the Ports
of Cbina, would not permit me to lodge any where
‘but at his Houfe; he faying, jocofely, that the
Mandarins had delivered me into his Hands. In-
deed, the Mandarin of the Cuftoms, my Friend,
fpake to him for that Purpofe, when I went to Che-
Jan. 1 muft obferve,. concerning the Englifb fettled
there, that their Behaviour does Honour to them-
felves, and to all the Ewropeans. 'The Monies they
fpend,andthe Prefents they beftow on the Mandarins
_ (1t being neceffary to be liberal on fome Qccafions)
has gained them very great Reputation . On ltlhc

other

in the soth Degree of North Latitude, came into a narrow S¢ts .
the oppofite Shore of which they called Company’s Land, bit

failed no farther. Notwithftanding thefe Difcoveries, ‘tis not . *

yet known whether 7¢/6 be a Part of Tartary ; and asto finding
a Pafluge to the North caft, all Theughts of it are now laid afide.

® The French write it Frcheou-chan : How different from Cha-
Jan, the Name by which it is called in Mo/l's Maps !

+ I believe it may be juflly obferved, that no Nation 8%
anore liberal of their Money, in forcign Countries, than t
Engliflp 5 a Circymitance [ myfelf obterved when in lfm"

o
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other Hand, the Coolnefs and Temper with which
they carry on their Traffic, wins them the Efteem
of all Perfons who have any Concerns with them.
They are very fenfible that Paffion and Anger have
no Effe upon the Chineze, nor a hafty and fnap-

ih Way of Dealing. The only Method for a
gﬂm to gain their Favour, is to fet forth his Rea-
fons in the cooleft Manner ; the Chineze being of -
fuch a Difpofition, as to defpife the moft rational
Arguments if delivered with Anger. The Englifp
Servants and Sailors are modeft and referved ; and
did not give the leaft Caufe for Complaint. AsI
feemed furprized at this, they told me, that the
Eaft-India Company had ordered them, not to re-
gard fo much their pecuniary Intereft, as their Be-
haviour, which they defired might be fuch as would
refle&t an Honour on their Country, and ingratiate
them with the Chineze *.

Whilft our Miffionaries were fettling in Chekiam
and Kiamfi +, Father Herview was building new
Churches in Hugram, a Province fituated almoft in
the Center of China.

You poffibly will wonder, reverend Father, that
I have not writ to you concerning our Settlement in
Canton. It confifts only of one Houfe, which Fa-
ther Vifdelou and myfelf purchafed ten Years fince, for
lodging our Miffionaries, and the other Succours fent
us from Europs. Father Bowvet refided in it two
Months, when the Emperor fent him to France,

Pofiibly fome of our Countrymen would deferve more Applaufe,
if they were beiter Oeconomifts, or laid oat their Money in a
more graceful Manner. This is fpoke only of many of our
Gentlemen who travel; for as to our Merchants, none, I
believe, a& with greater Prudence.

® ] believe meft of my Readers will be pleafed with the Im-
partiality and Politenefs of the Father on this Occafion, a Con-
duét worthy the Imitation of all Travellers.

1+ Here I omitted many Particulars, not judging them im-
portant enosgh.

: He
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He had the Happinefs to baptize nine or ten Per-
fons in that City ; but I was not fo fuccefsful, whea
I went thither in order to go on board the Amgpbi-
trite, 1 only compleated the Infirution of one of
my Servants, and won him over to Chrift. He was
a young Man, of an exceedingly fweet Difpofition.
There was fomething very remarkable in his Con.

. wverfion. He lived m Nankin when the Em

went to that City, at the Beginning of the Year 169g.
Father Gerbillon, who was come thither, took him
into his Service, at the Defire of his Relations,
and carried him to Peh':ga,u where I hired him, to
. accompany me as far as Canton. He already knew
his Prayers, and the feveral Particulars neceffary for
fuch as would become Converts, but ftill he delayed
to turn Chrifiian. During our Journey, I often ob-
ferved, how abfolutely neceffary it was that he
fhould fave his Soul ; and this I did both privately,
and before his Chriftian Companions, who made
- the like Exhortations. He allowed that all we faid
was true, but yet could not come to a Refolution.
What would my Relations [ay toit ? replied he, one Day,
as I was urgent with him : Nome of them are Chirifti-
ans; confequently I fbould be the firft Convert of our Fa-
mily, a Thing I can never think of. 1 anfwered : Shonld
the Emperor create you @ Mandarin, would you refufe
that Honour, becaufe ‘none of your Relations bad ever
been rajfed to it ? On the contrary, would it not refle@d
¢be bigheft Honour on you, to be the firf Mandarin
of your Familyy and would not your Relations value
you the more on that Account 2 Tbe Cafe is diredly po-
rallel: Youwll be the firft Chriftian of your Fomilys
and by winning over your Relations to our Religion,
they will be obliged 1o you for their Salvation, What
can yau do better 2 Will not Heaven be exceedingly gro-
cious o you by fuch a Converfion ? As all my Argu-
ments made no Impreffion on him, T imagined he
concealed his real Sentiments from me, and thtgrc-

‘ 3 ore
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fore ordered a Catechift to fif, and if poffible,
know what it was that checked him. The Chineze
fpeak freely to one another ; and mutually commu-
nicate their Pains and their moft fecrec Thoughts,
The young Man therefore owned frankly to his
Countryman, that ‘his Relations often performed
thé Ceremony of honouring their Anceftors: Now
Jbould I refufe 1o join with them om thefe Occafions
they would turn me ous of Doors 5 and perbaps inform
agaeinfi me to the Mandarins, as one wbo sis wanting in
the Refpest ‘,(md Gratitude due to Paremts. This is
the Reafon why I cannot poffibly become a Chriftian, -
But who t6ld you, replied the Catechift, thas you
may not affift at thefe Ceremonies, after your Comver-
JSim? I myfelf, by God’s Grace, am a Chriftian,
and 1 at thofe Ceremonies when meceflarily ob-
kged 10 it. Tbe Chriftian Religion forbids us onky
to dfk or expefl Favours or Bleffings from our de-
ceafed Parents ; to believe that it is in their Power
20 do us amy, or that they are prefent in the PiGure
to fuppofe that they come to bear our Prayers, or to re-
ceive our Gifis. 1t alfo will mot permit our burning
Paper-money, or pouring on the Ground the Wine
which we offer to them. But it does not forbid our
owning the Obligations which we bave to them, for
our Birth and Education ; nor thanking them for it,
by falling profirate before the Piciure on which their
Naimes are writ, and by offering them our Poffeffions *.
: b

° ® Notwithftanding what is here aflerted by Father d¢ Fonta-
mer, yet the Jefuits are {aid to hold fcme Opinions on this Head,
contrary to what is afferted by our Jefuit. In 1700, feveral
Divines of the Faculty of Paris, copdcmned the foliowing Pro-
pofitions (among others) laid down by rre ]=luits, relating to
the Czrem inies and Worthip of the Chineze, as falle, esrone-
ous, rafh, fcandalous, {5¢. contrary to the Wo-d of God. and
pernicious in Pra&ice. Thef: Maximsof the Jefuits arz as follow.
" Chriftians may lawiully either pertorm, aft:ft, or be prefent ac

thofe Sacrif.ces or Oblutions, whica the learned Chineze and Scho-
fars make to their deczaled Ancelcr:, in the Placcs and Tem-
Pples,
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If I may be allowed, fays the young Man, o go witb

wy Parents, and fall profirate before the Images of
| ay

ples, called in their Lan‘guage Chang Mias, or Chx tang; and
alfo be Partakers of thofe Oblations.

The Ceremonies ufed in thefe Oblations, and Sacrifices, pre-
fcribed by the Rituals of the Empire, eitablithed by Law, ap-

roved by the Authority of Authors, and confirmed by the Ca-
aom of the People, are Ceremonies merely Civil and Politi-
cal, and therefore they may be permitted and tolerated among
them.

Tae Chrifiians of China may lawfully keep by them, and
wenerate the PiGures of their Anceftors, wherein are writ,
Chinexe Charalers, Xin goci, the See of the Soul of N. deceajed ;
and this eitier in the Temples dedicated to theie Anceliors, or
in their own private cmeﬂ and Oratories.

They may alio lawfully light Wax-candles, burn Incenfe be-
fore the Pi&tures of their Anceftors, veneiate them by Inclina-
tions, by Genuflexions and Proftrations, by touching the Ground
with their Foreheads: They alfo may offer the Flefh of Beafls,
and Fruits ; invite the Spirits of the departed, and intreat them
to be prefent at the Ceremonies ; and enjoy and make ufe of the
Offerings.  Laftly, they may hope for Good and Profperity from
them, which the Malter of the Ceremonies, in their Name,
promifes and foretells to all thofe who procured the Sacrifice,
or were prefent at it, as the Rituals of the Cbhimeze prefcribe.

The Chriflians may obferve and perform the Ceremonies
which the Pagan Chinexe obferve before dead Bodies, at their
Exequies and Funerals, and ut their Tomts, according to the
Cuftom and Laws prefcribed by the Rituals of thofe Infidels.

The Chriftian Miflionaries may tolerate the Worfhip and
Honours which the Pagan Chineze pay to their Anceftors in their
‘Temples, or private Oratories, according to the Rituals, Edics
of the Emperors, and public Ufe ; neither are they obliged to
deter fuch People from the Sacraments who fall into tnoie Suo-
perititions, or deny Bapti{m to thofe who pofitively refufc to re-
nounce or abftain from thofe Ceremonies. See the mcw Gofpel
of the Zrﬁa’t:,. compared with the old ane of Fefus Chrift, p. 108,
109. London, 1708, 8vo.

?-Iow different are thefe I:Iaxims from thofe laid down by. Fa-
ther de Fortaney! The Theory and Pradtice of many of thefe
learned Fathers differ fo widely, that one would be apt to ap-
prove of the Charaer given of them by one of their Enemies,
a Frenchman, ‘¢ Thefe good Fathers (fays he) who are no lefs
¢ Men than we, but vaitly learned and fagacious, have form-
‘¢ ed to themfelves a commodious Syflem of Morality ; a peca-
‘¢ liar Religion, including an occult Knowledge (to them de-

¢ lightful)
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gy Anceftors, I bave no further Difficulties to fruggle
with, avd will turn Chnftian tbis Infiant. The Ca-
techift brought him to6 me two Days after, telling
me the Frame of Mind he was in. The young
Man begged my Pardon for having fo long refift-
ol the celeftial Grace, and befought me to baptize
him ; declaring, that neither himfelf, nor his.Re-
lations, expe&ted any Bleflings from their Anceftors,
in paying them the accuftomed Honours. I.did
not think it proper to exclude a Man, who had fo
lively a Faith, from the Kingdom of Heaven.
Tho’- there are feven Churches in Canton; one
of Portugueze Jefuits, the firft and moft antient;
two of Francifcan Fathers ; two of the Clergy of
foreign Miffions; one of Augufin Fathers, with
ours, and 2 Miffionary or two belonging to each 3 yet
only a few Converfions are wrought: And ’tis much
the fame with refpeét to the other Ports vifited by
the European Ships : But ’tis otherwife with regard
to the Cities and Towns fituated in the inland Parts
of China, where Converfions are much more frequent ;
the Miffionaries winning over, in a fhort Time,
great Numbers of People. The chief Reafon why
fo few Perfons turn Chriftians in the Ports, is, the
immoral Life which the Europeans lead, the Na-
tives arguing, among themfelves, thus: The Euro-
- peans, tbo’ Chriftians, are not therefore chafier, more

: Jober, or more referved than.wey nor are lefs choleric
 or paffiomate.

~ After giving you an Account of the State of our
Miffions, I know not whether it will be very ne-
ceilary to relate the Adventures of the Ampbitrite,

| ¢ lightful) whereby they are freed from the Anxiety and Re-
“ morfe with which tender Confciences are tortured. By this
¢ Meang thefe Jefuits enjoy calm ard undifturbed the choicest
* Biefings of Providence ;. their only Care being dirz€ted to
** their Exterior, which is compofed of Hypocrify, and fuch a
*¢ fpecious Devotion as ftrongly affiicts the Eye and Mind of
i * thofe who aré net acquainted with them™. '

in
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in its fecond Voyage to China. Perhaps you havedds |
ready been entertained on this Head, by the Fa.
thers, my Companions *in this Voyage: *Ti
fearce pofiible for one Perfon to remark every Thing |
that paffes in a Ship, efpecially during Storms. [
am perfuaded that nothing obferved by me, will
" contradi¢t what has been related by others; but], .
. perhaps, may add fome confiderable Particulars, i

which myfelf only could know, to their Narms
tives.

The Amphitrite failed from Port Lewis the yth J
of March, 1701, commanded by Mr. de Is Rigas-
diere, whom we loved and efleemed becaufe of his
Abilities, his Zeal for the Intereft of the Fremb
Eaft-India Company ; and his gredt Care, heightn-
ed by a moft affable Deportment. His Lieutenants
were Meflieurs Horry and la Touche Bomvet ; and hs
Enfigns, Mr. de Beaulieu and Chevalier de la Riger-
diere. M. Filzgerald came to China as firft Direc-
tor of the Company ; next to whom were Mef
fieurs Pecheberti, France and Martinean. 1 alfo
was returning thither with eight Miffionaries of
our Society, who panted only for an Opportunity
of labouring for the Glory of God. Piety tn-
umphed in every Part of the Ship. It muft be
confeffed, that the Behaviour of our Countrymen,
on thefe Occafions, is greatly to be commended.
The Ship’s Company ufed to go regularly to Pray-
ers Morning and Evening, and hear Mafs every
Day, whenever the Weather permitted, After
Supper they chaunted the Litanies; and affembled,
in Crouds, to fay over the Beads. On Syndays
and the chief Feftivals they heard Vefpers; thea
followed a Sermon, on which Occafions they fre-
quently confeffed themfelves, wnd received the Sa-
crameat. In the Courfe of our Voyage, I attend-
ed on three or four Perfons, who feemed to be of
the Number of the Eled, till they died. I was toil::,

thac
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that the Life which fome of them had led, did not
feem to promife fo Chrifian an End; and thac it
was very happy for them to have near them, in
* their expiring Moments, fome pious Perfons, who
never left them, This was what their Friends faid 3
and all were thereby fenfible, how advantageous it
is for Chrifiians to meet with fuch Succours, at a
‘Time when they are going to launch into Eter- .
nity. .
t(y)ur Voyage was very fuccefsful till we came with«
- in a hundred Leagues of China. *Twas there that
God awaited us, in order to call fuch as ftill lived
in their Sins, to a fincere Repentance; and to fhow
that the good Succefs of Voyages depends fole-:
ly on Heaven. *Twason the 2gth of Fuly, at five
in the Moming, that our Miffen-maft and Bow-
fprit were carried into the Sea. Thirteen Sailors
who were upon the Yards fell into it at the fame
Time. Three of them were drowned, and the reft
taken up. The Crew ran to fave the Main-matft;
but as it was no longer fupported by the Mafts to
which it is faftned, the Storm, and the violent
rouling of the Sea, fhook it to fucha Degree, that
about Ten in the Morning it began to totter. We
then gave ourfelves over for loft; the Maft in quef-
tion, ftanding between four Pumps, about two
Foot diftance one from the other. Thefe Pumps -
reach to 'the Bottom of the Hold, fo that when
the Matt falls upon them, it drives them down;
on which Occafions the Ship, by the Violence of
the Blow, opens wide, and is fwallowed up in an
Inftant. But this was not the only way by which
its Fall might fink us; we being afraid that the
Weight o% the Maft, if it thould break away in
this manner, wold beat part of our Ship to Pieces.
The only Remedy, in thefe fad Difafters, was to
implore the Protetion of Heaven, which all did
accordingly. 'We then befought the Blefled Virgin

to
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to interceed for us ; and made a Vow to carry, in

the firlt of her Churches we fhould come to in.

France, a Picture reprefenting our Shipwreck, We
likewife addrefled ourfelves to St. Framcis Xavier,
Apottle of India and Patron of thofe Seas, on which
he had been buffeted by the like Storms *. Heaven,

who

® The Jefuits are moft extravagantly lavith of their Encomi-
ums on their grea: Saints,” Frascis Xavier, and Ignatias Losola.
Some of their Panegyrics are not'a little far-fetched, of which the
following feems a remarkable Inftance, becaufe told us by a Wri.
ter of the Society famous for the Delicacy and Juftnefs of his
Tafte. The Writer I mean, is Father Boubours, who, in his
Diaiogues, entitled Maniere de biew penfer dans les ouvrages
d'¢fprit, has the following Words. . .

Have you heard (fays Pbilanthus) the Thought of & great
Prince (Condé,) with Regard to the new Lives of St. Igmatias,
and St. Xawier,by which his Highnefs would point out the Cha«
rater of thefe two Apoftolical Men ? St. Ignatins, faid he one
Day, is Ceear, whofe Aions aere ever accompanied by Reafon 3

but St. Xavier is Alexander, avbo is fometimes burried along &y bis’

Courage. 'The Prince you {peak of, (replied Exdoxus) was one
of thofe extraordinary Perfonages, in whom Genius, Learning

and Valour are equally confpicuous. His Judgment on all Oc-

cafions was admirable ; and he might give what Rank he pleafed
to Cefar and Alexander, as he knew them perfelly ; exprefled
their Chara&ters in his own Perfon; and was himfelf faid to be
a greater Captain than Cxfar, and no lefi a Soldier than Alex-
ander.

After all, (faid Philantbus) T am in doubt whether the Com-
parifon be juft, and I don’t know if it be formed agreeably to the
Rules of Ariffotle ; for what Relation does a Saint bear to 2 Con-
queror? Are they of the fame Genas ?

There is a much greater Affinity (fays Exdoxus) between the
two Saints and the two Heroes in queftion, than perhaps appears
ac firft Sight.  St. Jgnatius was, before his Converfion, a Soldier,
renowned for his warlike Exploits. At the Time that he a-
bandoned all fecular Things, he preferved his martial Ideas; he
reprefenting to himfelf, the Things of God under the martial
Tmages with which his Imagination was filled ; and *twas in me-
ditating on the towo Standards, as he himfelf exprefles it, that he
drew the Plan of his Order.”T'was in the fame Spirit that he gave
ita miliary Name, by calling it the Company of Fefus; and
undertook, in Conjunflion with his Dilcip’g:. to combat Error
and Vice; to abolith, on every Side, Saran’s Empire; aund, to
extend that of Chrift to the very Extremities of the Easth. Such

3 is

.
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who faw our Afliction, was fo indulgent as to hear
our Prayers; the Main-maft falling gently between
two

is the remote Comparifon between Jgmatins and a conquering
Hero ; the near Affinity is this. Ignatins like Cefar was mafter
of the moft confummate Wifdom, which pre over all his
fo that he did not form the moft inconfiderable A&ion
withoutdeep Refle@ion ; his Zeal being ever dire@ted byPrudence,
and aiming more at Solidity than vain Splendor ; ufingthe utmoft
Precaations in allAffairs of a delicate and important Nature ; and
never failing to extricate himfelf from fuch as were moft difficalt.

With R to St. Xavier, as heenlifted himfelf under the
Banner of Ignatixs, and atchieved fo many Evangelical Vi&to-
ries in Jndia, he may very juftly be compared to the Conqueror of
Afia: Both followed the Impulfe by which they were fired,
without being intimidated either by the Difficulties of the Enter-
prizes, the Greatnefs of the Dangers, or the various ‘Toils, which
are infeparable from the Execution of mighty Defigns. Bat
both were fometimes borne along by the Impetuofity of their

, and almoft proceeded beyond the Limits of Heroic
Virtue. The Prince of Coade's Thought is therefore juft; and
all fach Reflections are noble, becaufe the Comparifon on which
they are grounded is fo. See Fatber Bouhour’s Maniere,&c. p.132,
& feg. Amflerdam 1705, 12mo. The Father might have added
another Charafleriftic, which would perhaps have made the Com-
parifon much more juft, wiz. that both Alexander and St. Frax-
¢is Xavier, ran zbou:‘;yhe World lik&two hbdz:l:en,;n?king Con-
, merely to gratify their own Caprice, to afelicity and
. 'aDeﬂrngE:noftthaﬁomthminfeﬁed.mzyof
whom, before their Arrival, were happy,

Father Boubonrs fappofes the two Heroes of his Order to be
pon’:gd, in all their izes, by no other Spirit than that
of a Love for the Soals of Men, Let us now hear an Enemy, I
mean O/dham, who introduces Igmatins Leyola, thus delivering
his laft Will to his Brethren.

Go on, ye mighty Chamriom of our Caufe,
Maintain oar Party, and fubdue our Foes :

Kill Herefy, that rank and poifonous Weed,
Which threatens now the Church to overfpread.
Fire Calvin and his Neft of Upftarts out,

Who tread our facred Mitre under Foot
Stray’d Germany reduce ; let it no more

Th’ inceftaous Monk * of Wirtemberg adore ¢

*® Luther.
You. 11 P Make
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two Pumps, without doing the leaft Damage to any
Part of the Ship.

But this Danger, which took up all our Thoughts
becaufe it was the firft, was not the greateft. The
Storm was grown. furious, and the angry Ocean
fwelled Mountains high. Our Ship, being now no
longer fupported by her Mafts, became the Sport
of the Winds; fhe was covered by the Waves,
which beat upon her with fo much Violence, that
we expected every Moment to be {wallowed up. And
now the whole Ship’s Company began to prepare
for Death, by making general Confeffions. They
had not an Opportunity of employing much Time
on this Occafion; but declared what was neceflary,
and their Grief feemed fincere. But thrice happy
thofe who thought of their Converfion, before they
were expofed to this Danger!

Poffibly, reverend Father, you may enquire
what Frame of Mind our Miffionaries wefe in on
this fad Oecafion. I won’t fay that we were infpir-
ed with the Courage of St. Francis Xavier, who be--
fought God to extricate him from one Danger, only
that he might be plunged into greater, merely for
his Glory: I yet can affirm, that.-we were not for-

Make ftubborn Exgland ance more ftoop its Crown,
And Fealty to cur Prieftly Sovereign own §

Regain oar Churches Rights; the Ifland ® clear
From all remaining Dregs of #ickiiff there.

Plot, enterprize, contrive, endcavour: Spare

No Toil, nor Paips; no Death nor Danger fear.
Reftlefs your Airns purfue; let no Defeat '
Your fprightly Courage and Attempts rebate,

But urge td freth and bolder, ne'er to end,.

Till the whole World to our great Galiph + bend.
Till he through every Nation, every where

Bear Sway, and reign as ablolute a3 here :

‘Till Rome, without Controul and Congeft, be

The univerfal, ghoftly Moaaschy.

S.u_;; III. pag.‘ 41, 43

* Great-Brithin, ‘ + The Poge.
1y
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ry we had left our Native Country ; and none of us
difcovered the leaft Fear. Nay fome of my Brethren,
after having heard all the Confeffions, came into my
Cabin, at a Time when the Storm was moft furious,
where addrefling themfclves with-an Air of Joy, as
Perfons who had not a With to form : We are come,
faid they, to bid you farewell, and 1o thank you for
baving brought us thus far. We beg Forgivenefs for
the Trouble we bave given you, and the ill Example we
bave fet, We are contented, and recommend ourftlves
20 your Prayers ®. This Compliment, which was

quite

® I am aptto think that the Miffionaries were not fuch pere
fe& Stoicks as our Traveller reprefents them. Religion, no
Doubt, has the Power to calm the Soul on 2 multitade of Occa-
fions ; but few or none, I believe, can difcover Emotions of Joy,
in' fuch imminent Danger, and with fo horrid a Face of Things
round them. A .
How differently did the Romas Satyrift think on this Occar

fion

Il robur & s triplex

Circa pellus erat, qui fragilem trati
Commifis pelage ratem

Primus ; mec timuit pracipitem Africum
Decertantem agquilonibs,

Nac triftes l-{)'ldu, nec rabiem Noti g

nom arbiter Adrie

Major, tollere fex ponere wult freta.
Quem mortis timuit gradum,

Qxi ficcis ocxlis monfira natantia,

%i widit mare turgidum, &

Infames feopulos Acroceraunia ?

That is,

¢¢ Sure he, who firft the Paflage try*d,
¢¢ In hardn'd Oak his Heart did hide,

¢ And Ribs of Iron arm'd his Side.

¢¢ Or his, at leaft, in hollow Wood,

“ Who tempted firft the briny Flood :

¢ Nor fear’d the Winds contending roar,

¢ Nor Billows beatinﬁnon the Shore ;

* Nor Hyades portendi F Rain 3

¢ Nor all the Tyrants of the Main,

’ P2 . ¢ What
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quite unexpetted, drew Tears from me. I an-
fwered ; We bave loved one another for God’s fake in
this World; let us go, if it be bis bleffed Will, and
love ome another, in bim, to all Eternity. We con-
tinued praying the seft of the Day. At Midnight
we faid the Litanies of the Saints, of the blefled
Virgin, of St. Francis Xavier, and thofe appointed
for Perfons at Sea; for what will not Men do, in
thefe fad- Moments, toobtain Help and Protetion
from Heaven? ’

- The Storm ceafed in the Morning, and we after-
wards were favoured with a Calm for two Days, du-
ring which our Crew put up Jury-Mafts, to finifh, if
Poﬁible, our Voyage. I have been fince told, by

erfons perfettly well acquainted with the Seasof
China, that the Seafon of thefe furious Winds never
begin before Fuly 20th, and feldom lafted beyond
the 4th of Oftober., That during all this Interval,
the Crew ought to keep a ftri¢t Eye; and, the
Moment they come within an hundred or two hun-
dred Leagues of China, take down their Top-mafts,
and not leave their Long-boat or Canoo in the Sea;
becaufe, as the Storm generally comes on a fudden
and unexpectedly, it would be impoffible for them
to take them into the Ship afterwards, *Tis dester,

¢ What Form of Death could him affiight,

¢ Who, unconcerned, -with ftedfatt Sight,

¢¢ Could view the Surges mounting fteep,

‘¢ And Montfters rolling in the Deep;

¢¢ Could thro’ the Ranks of Ruin go,

¢ With Storms above, and Rocks below. Drypax.

The Odes and Satyrs of Horace, by feveral Hands. Page$,
London 1715, 12mo.

. How natural is the PiGure given here by Herace ; and how un»
natural that of our ingenious Jefuit, who, had he but juft glanced
at the uncommon Courage of his Companions, might have been
believed by fome Perfons ; bur, by flourithing thus largely upon
it, he lofes his Credit with all ;. at leaft with all, except a few
Enthufiafts. .

faid
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faid they, for People "to arrive two or three Days
later, by carrying lefs Sasl; than to run the bazard of
lofing their Lives, by crouding all the Sail poffidle, in
arder to get fooner at their intended Port.

The sth of Auguft we came near to the Iflands of
Macao,which we fhould have doubled that very Day,
had the Wind been favourable; but it chopp’d a-
bout at Night, and was contrary next Day. Mr.
de la Rigaudiere, who did not think us fafe in the
Place where we then were, was for fpeaking to a
Portugueze Ship, which caft Anchor within a quar-
ter of a League of us, and was going up among
thefe Iflands. We wanted to know whether there
was any Road, in thofe Parts, for us to lie fecure;
and to defire him to lend us a Pilot, to condu& us
to it. However, the Portugueze, though they call
themfelves Friends, would not permit our Canoo to
come near them. In vain our Officer cried aloud,
that he was. a Frenchman; that he was alone; and
was come to enquire whether they knew of any fe-
cure Place about thefe Iflands: they made Signals to
him Sword in Hand to go back, and would not give
him a Word of Anfwer. Olr Ship’s Company were
highly offended at this unexpe@ted Treatment, which
was the more cruel, as there were feveral Places in
thofe Ilands, where we might have laid fafe. Had
we known butcne, we fhould have reached Cantonin
feven or eight Days, whereby we fhould have gain-
ed a Year, and efcaped all the Dangers we after-
wards were forced to encounter.

On the 7th of Auguf, at cight in the Morning,
there arofe a fecond Storm, as violent but ‘more
dangerous than the firft ; becaufe we were near the
Coalfts, and our Mafts and Sails were too weak to
help forward the Sh}{). The Wind blowing Eatt,
we were obliged to fteer towards the Ifland of San-
cban, which was ten or twelve Leagues to the Weft
of us, Mr. de la Rigaudiere was forced to .exert

P3 : his
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his utmoft Skill on this Occafion. One of our Sails
burft; a Top-maft came by the Board ; every Mo-
ment there happened fome new Difafter, which the
Crew repaired with all poffible fpeed. In fine, at
Sun-fet we entered a Bay, where we were fheltered
from the Eaft Wind; but being afraid, in this
Place, of the South Wind, as this would have
thrown us upon the Coaft ; we fteered two Days after
to the Weft of the Ifland, in fight of St. Francis
Xavier’s Sepulchre, where the Jefuits of Macao had
buile, the Year before, a fmall Chapel which we
- {pied in 2 Mook, two Leagues from the Place where
‘we caft Anchor. )

_ I thall not mention, reverend Father, the Canfo-
lation we felt, amid all thefe Difafters, to find our-
felves fo near thar bleffed Spot. We fung Te Deum,
and fired all the Cannon. Each of us called to mind
how that great Saint had extricated the Amygbitrite
from the Shoals of Parcel, wherein {he was entang-
Jed, as it were, in herfirft Voyage ; and wedid not
doubt but we now owed our Prefervation to him.
As the Ship had loft all her Mafts, myfelf and fome
others fet eut immediately for Canton, to procure
others. I had the Happinefs, -as 1 paft by the
Saint’s Chapel, to fay Mafs in it; to kifs, for the
firt Time, the Earth which had received his pre-
cious Body ; and to offer myfelf to Heaven, in or-
der to begin again my Miffion, in that very Place
where a Period had been put to his. I now thought
of my Companions whom I had left on Board, to
confole the Ship’s Company. The Moment I got
to Canten, 1 fent them a Galley well furnifhed with
Oass, which was to be at their Command, when-
ever they defired to vifit the Sepulchre of the Holy
Apoftle. They informed me by Letter that no-
thing could be more agreeable to them; that they
went daily to the Chapel to fay Mafs; that the
Officers and Sailors accompanied them in their

' Tum;
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Turn; that all had received the Sacrament there,
" and fome of them more than once. This was a’
fhort Pilgrimage; and every Perfon undertook it
with high Satisfaction, during the twenty Days that
the Ship lay off the Ifland of Sanchan.

The Mafts which we brought from Canton wer
pot big enough, but they were the beft that cou
then be found in the whole Country. We were a
Fortnight in advancing only feven or ¢ight Leagues,
occafioned by the ftrong Rapidity of the Currents.
The Coafting-Pilots were of Opinion, that it would
be beft for us to caft Anchor under an Hland called
Nioco~o, in a Road that was fafe enough ; they af-
firming that the wefterly Winds never fail to blow.
in September ; and that a Weftern Gale would fpring
up, and carry us to-the Place whither we were
bound. A favourable Wind, during only feven or
eight Hours, would have enabled us to double the
Iflands of Macaos, and reach the Mouth of the
River of Canton, whence the Tide would have car-
ried us very ealily quite up to the City.

Accordingly it blew Wefterly, and we made two
or three Leagues, but the Wind changed on a fudden
at Sun-fet, when the Eaft and Nor:h-%&aﬁ fprung up
again with fo much Fury, that fo dreadful a Storm
was never known. Mr, de la Rigaudiere attempted,
but in vain, to get into his firlt Shelter under the
I0and of Sanchan. He loft his Sheet-Anchors, and
was forced to abandon his Long Boat and Canoo,
The Night was fo exceedingly dark that we could
fee nothing ; the Rain pouring down in a dreadful
manner, and the Wind roaring horribly. The
Yards, Sails, and Mafts broke to Pieces one after
another. *Twas than we thought ourfelves in great-
er Danger than ever, and that we were going to

- the Bottom. Fathers de Tartre and Contancin, whom
I had left on Board the Ship,when Ireturned to Can-
ton a fecond Time, with my Companions, heard

P4 the



216 TRAVELS of the JesviTs.

- the Confeflions of the whole Ship’s Company-
*Twas the general Opinion, the Inftant we faw
Day-break, that it would be proper for us to run
the Ship a-ground, to fave our Lives. We
thought ourfelves very fortunate, in having an
portunity of running behind a fmall Ifland, which
theltered it a little from the Wind, We found two
Days after, that it is called Fan-ki-chan, being five
Leagues from a City called Teen-pa *: That we
had run above fifty Leagues in a fingle Night and
Morning, without Sails ; and pafled between feveral
Iflands without feeing one of them.

A Fortnight after another Wind, which we
may call a third Storm, rofe in this Place. The
Mandarins of Teen-pa have fince told me, that they
went upon a Hill, to fee whether our Ship would
not be blown out of the Road; butby good For-
tunc the Anchor, which was the only one left, held
her tight.

I had told Mr. de /a Rigaudiere, that in cafe he
did not reach Canton before the firt of O&ober, 1
would leave it that Day, with the Prefents defigned
for the Emperor, in order to get to Peking as foon
as poffible.- Accordingly I fet out from Canton with
two Gallies, accompanied by Father Porques. I
went direétly to Niou-co, but did not find the Am-
phitrite there, fhe having been forced from thence,
cver fince the 29th of September., As no Perfon
knew what Courfe the Ship had taken, fhe having
been drove away in the Night by the Violence of
the Storm, Ifought for her in all the Iflands there-
abouts. I went to Sanchan, fearched the whole
Coaft, and failed as far as Macao. In fine, after ro-
ving about thef: Seas twenty-five Days, during which
I was often expofed to Dangers, I reached Canton,
where 1 found Letters dire€ted to me, from the

® Tien péy in French.
chief
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chief Mandarin of Teen-pa, importing that the fn-
phitrite was come into his Neighbourhood, and that
he would treat the French with all poffible Civility,
He wrote the like Letters to the T/onto, who com-
municated them to me immediately.

I fet out again with Fathers Porquet and Hervien,
The latter was come to ferve as Chaplain, and to
relieve Fathers de Tarire and Contancin. 1 could
not refrain from Tears, at my feeing the poor Ship,
which had been fo often buffeted by the Winds,
and fo powerfully protetted by Heaven. Immedi-
ately upon our Arrival there, we received two fine
Mafts, which the Zfonto had prefented to us ; they
having been taken out of a large Ship of Siam, that
had been caft away on the Coafts of China,in our firft
Storm on the 29th of Fuy; and he had caufed them
to be brought us above fixty Ledgues, they being
dragged along the Coaft by Boats and Gallies, with
prodigious Trouble, and at a confiderable Expence:

I exerted myfelf ftill farther, for the Preferva-
tion of the Ship, which was daily in Danger of
being loft, whilft fhe lay under Fan-ki-chan; and
fought for a Harbour in which fhe might lie during
Winter, One called Quoan-cheu-voan, about thirty
1eagues to the Weft of Teen-pa, had been pointed
outto us; however, before we went thither, we
thought it would be moft prudent togo and view the
Port ourfelves, in order to fee whether it was as
fecure as was reported, and not rely too much on
the Chineze ; it being neceflary for our People to
learn the Courfe, and take the Soundings. The
Mandarins whom I addreft for this Purpofe,permit~
ted our Pilots to go and view the Harbour in quef-
jon ; and gave them Perfons to condué them to it,

In fine, as the Direftors had neither Barges nor
Boats, to convey the Monices and Effects belonging
to the Company to Canton, I lent them my two
Gallies, and returned by Land with the Emperor’s

3 Prefents.
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Prefents. I brought back with me |Father Hervies,
having been obliged to leave Father Comtancin on
Board the Ampbitrite, as he had requefted this fo
very earneftly. He had continued, fearlefs and un- °
moved, during the four Storms above defcribed;
an Intrepidity with which Heaven only could in-
fpire him.

As foon as Mr. de la Rigaudiere arrived in Quosn
chew-voan, he wrote me feveral very obliging Let-
ters. “ °Tis now, faid he, reverend Father, that
« my Ship’s Company and myfelf owe our Lives
¢ to you, for having procured us Mafts and a fe-
¢ cure Harbour. This, together with the Trou-
¢ ble you are pleafed to take, and in which your
s« reverend Brethren are fo good as to fhare, can-
¢ not be repaid by Men ; Heaven only can reward

. ¢¢ yeu for it. Our Ship lies fafe in this Port ; and we
¢ already feel the happy Effects of your Friend/hip.
< The feveral Mandarins in the Neighbourhood
< have vifited us, and offered us all the Service in
%¢ their Power. They have ordered Gallies to at-
¢¢ gend, for the the ready Conveyance of our Goods.
¢« An univerfal Joy is diffufed through our Ship’s
« Company. We purchafe a large Fowl for a
« Penny *, an Ox for four Livres, Three and Six-
« pence, Englifp, and all other Provifions in Pro-
<« portien. Finally, Providence, after our variows .
« Toils and Sufferings, has at Jaft brought us w0
<« good Winter-Quarters, where we want for no-
¢ thing. Father Comtancin’s Zeal increafes every
¢ Day. Beaffured that I do what I can to preferve
¢« his Health. He did not come to Chima, to wear
¢ himfelf out in the Service of the Ampbitrite, but
¢ was defigned for much greater Purpofes.”

Some Days after, Father Consancin wrote to me in
much the fame Terms, but more at large. ¢ Mr.
¢ de la Rigaudicre, (fays he,) returned immediately

® A Half-Penny, Englifs Money.

| S . after
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« after yqu had left Teen-pa. The next Day, Nov.
“ 15, he pyt on Board the Mafts given us by the
“ Tfomto; together with Water, Wood ; the fick
« Men, and the Sheds built for them in the Ifland ;
“ fo that about Ten in the Evening, we hoifted Sail
“ in a beautiful Moon-fhine, with a Wind very
¢ foitable to our new Mafts. Mr. deZz Rigaudiere took
« Advantage of this favourable Opportunity ; by
¢« Sun-rife, we came in fight of the withed for
<« Port, though four or five and twenty Leagues
« from the Placce where we came from. The
¢ Cbhineze Pilot of Teen-pa, fteered us very {kilfully
¢ and happily. As the Wind was fallen, and the
« Tide ran againft us, we did not get in till Three,
« Ships pafs between two Banks of Sand, which
¢ run parallel, a confiderable way into the Sea,
« and form a Canal above a League over. At the
¢ Entrance of the Canal, we find only five, fix or
« feven Fathom Water; but the nearer we ap-
<« proach the Harbour, the Soundings are deeper.
¢ Mr. Horry went before us, in a Canoo, with the
¢ Sounding:-line. To conclude; we got in without
¢ any Difficulty, the Soundings being commonly
¢ ten Fathom, We are now within a fort of
¢ Bafon, in cight Fathom Water, and within Muf-
« ket-fhot of the Shore. The Land furrounds us
« on every fide, fo that the Sick, who were con-
¢« fined to their Cabins when we came in, did not
¢ know what Courfe we had taken to enter it.

¢« The Inftant we caft Anchor, Mr. d¢ la Rigax-
s¢ diere ordered Te Deum to be fung,to thank Heaven
¢ for conducting us toa Place of Safety ; and, next
“ Day, we faid Mafs on the fame Account. We
< live here as calm and undifturbed, as we could
* do in a Houfe on Shore. We have not yet felt
¢ the leaft Motion in the Ship; and nothing but
¢ the moft furious Storm from Sea, could anno
¢ us in the Harbour where we now lie; for whicﬁ

¢ Reafon
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Reafon we have landed all our Mafts and Yards,
and unloaded the Ship. Hence it appears that our
Captain did every Thing in his Power. We
befeech you, reverend Father, to compleat what
is wanting; and to order Matters fo, that the
Chineze may furnith us with the neceflary Pro-
vifions, upon our paying for them; and that the
Mandarins may not only forbear molefting, but
even affift us whenever it may be neceflary. Mr.
de la Rigaudiere is determined, on the other Hand,
to keep a watchful Eye over the Behaviour of all
his Ship’s-Company; and to prevent their do-
ing any Thing which may offend the Chineze.

¢ On'Saturday Evening, (fays he, in another
Letter) a Man belonging to the Mandarin of
Oo-cbuen ®, came and faid, that his Mafter was
coming to affure us, how well pleafed he was a
our Arrival. Accordingly he advanced, attended
by five Gallies, and vifited us, in Ceremony, he
wearing the great Collar ; fo thatour Sailors took
him for a Chrifian, with a great Pair of Beads
about his Neck. He then gave us the ftrongeft
Affurances of his Friendthip and Efteem ; pro-
mifing us all the Service in his Power; and
offering to leave fome of his Attendants, to ac
company us whitherfoever we might plesfe to
go. He was urgent with me to aflure you, that
we fhould be well fatisfied with his Treatment
of us. His Name is Chen-laoye, and he figns
Chen-loong +, in his Letters, when he vifits us
Himfelf, and the three Mandarins in his Com-
pany were treated very handfomely at Dinner.
They were pleafed with our manner of eating,
and highly approved our Liquors. About
three he returned to his Galley, when we falut-

¢ ed him with three Gans, which terrified the Chi-

® Ia French, Ou-tcheuen.

+ In French, Tchen-loung.

“m
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s yeze who accompanied him; and indeed the
<¢ Powder was very good. A quarter of an Hour
<« after, Mr. de la Rigaudiere and I, went and paid
s him a Vifit, we being faluted at our Arrival,
« with three Guns, and the fame Number at our
« going away. We then made him our Prefent.
¢« He went away about Nine in the Evening, on
¢« which Occafion we faluted his Galley with three
¢ more Guns. By the Way, ’twill be a Pleafure
“ to you to be informed, that we enjoy an Abun-
¢ dance of all Things here, which,-very probably
¢ is owing to your Care, 'We pay but four Livres
« for an Ox, a Penny for twelve Eggs, and the
« fame Price for a Fowl, whence you will fuppofe
¢ that the Crew fare delicioufly. We are allowed
¢ full Liberty to fhoot and hunt, by which Means
% Mr. de ks Rigaudiere’s Table is often furnithed
« with Wild-Boars, Stags, Fawns, Patridges and
¢ Snipes. Heaven feems to reward our Ship’s

* ¢« Company for all the Troubles they have gone

< through, by the Pleafures he difpenfes to them
« in this Place.

Such, reverend Father, is the kind Treatment
which the Ampbitrite found in the Port of Qus-
an-cheu-voan, near the River Sim-men-kiang, nine
Leagues from the little City Oo<cbuen. During
this, Father Comtancin performed his Miffion, as
ufual, on Board the Ship; he aflifting and com-
forting very zealoufly, the Sick ; preaching eve-
ry Sunday to the Sailors, and giving them all
other fpiritual Afiftance in his Power. I was per-
petually advifing him to take Care of his [Health.
I forbear to mention feveral other Miffions eftablifh-
ed by us in China. 1 have received Letters from
many of our Brethren, in which they are urgent
with me, to fend them to thofe Miffions wherein
*tis moft probable they will meet with Sufferings,

I would
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I would conclude this Letter, (reverend Father)
which you probably ntay think too prolix already, was
I not perfuaded that I fhould give you Pleafure, in
clearing up a Difficulty or two fuggefted to me
by fome worthy Perfons, with regard to thefe Mif-
fions, at my laft Return to Framce. You wear Silks
(faid thefe) in China, and never walk a Foot in
Towns, butare carried in Chairs. Did the Apo-
files preach the Gofpel after this manner ;. and is it

ible for Perfons cloathed in Silk, to obferve a
religious Poverty ? According to thefe Perfons,
whofe Virtue I revere, no one thould preach Chrift
crucified in China, except he go bare-footed, and
.with a Pilgrims Staff in his Hand.

1 don’t know whether they allow, that Perfons .
may go thus dreffed in China, and that it will bea
Means of bringing over the Chineze fooner to our
Religion s and yet, this ought to be firft determin-
ed. None of us liveth o bimfelf, fays the Apoftle *;
a Miffionary does not come into thefe Infidel Coun-
tries for his own fake, but to gain Souls to God;
and therefore his. feveral Virtues, his whole Beha-
viour, ought to be made fubfervient to this End.
St. obn Baptift wore Sackcloth, and enforced his
Preaching with very rigorous Faftings ; the reafon

" of which was, thefe Mortifications made a ftrong
Impreffion on the Jews, who were thereby induced )
to turn Chriftians. Our Lord, during the Time
that he converfed with Men, ever complied more,
on thofe Occafions, with their ordinary Cuftoms. St.
Paul was all to all Men, &y Honour and Difbonour t :
He dccepting equally of Honours, or fubmitting to-
Shame, whenever thefe'advanced his fpiritual La-
bours: [ know, fays he, both bow to be abafed, and
1 know bow to abound : every where, and inall Things
I am infiruled, both to be full and to be bungry, bib.

® Rom. Xiv. 7. 4+ 2 Cor. vi. 8.
ie
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o abowund and to fuffer need ®. Hhis Virtue did not
confift merely in living amidft Contempt and Want
but in bearing inward Infirmities with Patience,
when he was ag_:i&;d with them : And whenever an
rtunity offered to ote the Caufe of Fea-
(v)cl:\ng genz'ler Methods,p!}.nocmncver refufed to em-
loy them. This is the Knowledge which Apofto-
ical Men, in Imitation of St. Paul, ought to be
inftructed in 5 and this they cannot be ignorant of;,
or neglet in their feveral Miffions, without being
one Day called to-an Account for the lofs of many
Souls.

Heavens be praifed, our Miflionaries in Cbins
are Brethren to thofe who go bare-footed, in a.Pe-
nitential Habit ; and keep fo firi® a Faft in the
Miffions of Madura ; and of fuch as follow, in the
Farefts of Canada, Savages through Snows, where
they are opprefled with Cold and Hunger. When
we were altogether in France; and every one of us
was urgent with our Superiors to fend us to far
diftant N(I]i{ﬁons, the Perfons who faw us on thofe Oc-
cafions, did not perceive more Regularity, a -
ter Contempt o}t the World, ortga ﬁrongcrgzr:l
and Fervency in fuch as were appointed to go to
Canada,than in thofe who defired to be fent Miffiona-
ries into China. It cannot therefore be reafonably
objected, that ’tis for Want of Mortification, that
the latter don’t obferve the fame outward Aufteri-
ties in their Miffion; in like manner, as ’tis not
from Self-love that the Miffionaries of Canadz eat
Meat, whilft thofe of Madura never touch any. A
Thing which may be good and fufficient in one
Country, in order for propagating the Gofpel in it,
may fometimes be infufficient, or bad, in ano-
ther +. Our

® Pbil. iv. 12.

1 Poffibly many of thefe Jefuits may be induced to engage in
foch Miffiops,, in the view of faving Souls; but it will not, I

hope,
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Our firft Miffionaries, at the beginning of their |
coming to China, had a Defire of wearing there, a5
in other Miffions, mean Habits, fuch as might

fpeak their Difregard of the good Things of this
World. I have been often told, particularly by the
illutrious Gregory Lopez, Bithop of Baflea, that Fa.
ther Matthew Ricci, Founder. of this Miffion, fpent
many Years in this manner ; and lived feven Years
with the Bemzes, wearing a Drefs little different
from theirs, and leading a Life of great Poverty, |
All the Bonzes loved him, on Account of the Sweet- '
nefs of his Temper and Modefty. They honoured

his Virtue, taught him the Chineze Charatters and

Language ; but all this Time he made no Converts,

hope, be thought uncharitable to fuppofe, that the feveral Exrs-
an Goverments whence they fet oat,favour their Progrefs, mere-
from Political Views ; and in order that they may ingrati

felves with the Natives of the Countries they thus wifit, for
the fake of Trade, &’c. Oldbam would fay, that what our
efuit offers here by way of Apology for the Compliance of his
hren, with the Cuftoms of the Chineze, is arrant Hypocrify 1

be making Igaatins Loyola deliver himfelf as follows.

‘Think not yourfelves t*Auflerities confin'd,
Or thofe firi® Rules which other Orders bind:
‘To Capuchins, Cartbufians, Cordeliers,
Leave Penance, meagre Abftinence, and Prayers :
In loufy Rags, let begging Friars lie,
Content on Straw, or Boards to mortify :
Let them with Sackcloth difcipline their Skins,
And fcourge them for their Madne(s and cheir Sins.
Let pining Anchorets in Grotto®s ftarve,
Who from the Liberties of Nature {weve :
Who mak’t their chief Religion not to eat ;
Place it in Nftine(s, and want of Meat:
Live you in Luxury, and pamper'd Eafe,
As if whole Nature were you Caterefs.
Soft be your Beds, as thofe which Monarchs Whores
Lie on, or Gouts of Bed-rid Emperors:
Your Wardrobes ftor’d with choice of Suits, more dear
Than Cardinals on high Proceffions wear :
With Dainties load your Board, whofe every Dith
May tempt cloy’d Gluttons, or Zitellins® with.
Sanyr UL pag. 5!,5\2;
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As the Ewrdpean Sciences were then a Novelty in
Cbina, certain Mandarins, after he had been fome
Time among them, defired to fee him, and were
very much pleafed on that Occafion, his Behaviour
being moft refpe@tful and engaging 3 fo that fome
Perfots were fo delighted with his Abilities, that
they began to entertain a Friendthip for him, and
accordingly vifited him oftner.  Being told by him,
in Converfation, the principal Motive of his com-
ing, vz. to preach in Cbhina, the Law of God,
whoie principal Dottrines. he explained ; they ap-
plauded his Defigny but advifed him_ to change his
manner of Living, In the Gondition youare in, faid
they, few People will lifien to youy nor will you be
permitted to ffay much lomger in China, As you are
a Man of Learning, live like the Men of that Cbha-
raller among us, and then yow'll be allowed Accefs to
@ll Perfons. Tbe Mandarins, who bave naturally a
Refpedt for the Literati, will likewife pay you a due
Regard. They will permit you to vifit them y and the
common People fecing you tbus bonoured, will revere
you, and lifien with Foy to your Infiruitions. The
Father,® who had already experienced the Truth of

all this, (he being fenfible that he made very litile

Progrefs, and loft moft of his Time) after addref-

fing himfelf to Heaven, and advifing with his Su-

periors, followed the Advice which thefe Manda-

rins had given him. This is the reafon, faid the Bi-

fhop of Bafilea, why the firft Miffionaries of your

Society changed their way of Life; and appeared

as the Literati in China. He praifed them for ta-

king this Refolution ; and concluded with faying,

this is the only true Methed that can be employed

by your Fathets, if they expect to be permitted to

preach and eftablifh the Cbrifftian Religion in China.

Fifty Years after, when our Miffionaries had con-

verted great Numbers, the Francifcans and Domini-

cans, excited by a Defire of winning over Souls to

You. II, Q : Chrift,
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Chrift, went from the Pbilippine Iflands to Chind
but whether they did not know the Courfe we had
taken; or flattered themfelves that they fhould fuc-
ceed better, in Cafe they wore their religious Ha-
bit; they appeared publickly in the Streets, and

reached thepg‘;ith, with Crucifixes in their Hands.

hefe Fathers had the Merit to fuffer greatly ; tobe
beat, imprifoned, and fent back to their Native
Country ; but they had not the Confolation to make
the wiﬂ);cd-for Progrefs. They experienced this fo
often, and always to the Prejudice of their chiet
Defign, that at laft, they unanimoufly concluded,
(having feveral Times received Orders from their
Superior-Generals for that Purpofe) to appear in
the fame Drefs, and lead the fame kind of Life
with us. :

*Tis not above two Years fince, that we likewife
faw three or four Francifcan Friars, of IFal, who
were defirous of returning to this firft way of Life,
and of wearing their poor, mean Habit *, which &

found

® An ingenious Fremch Author makes the following pleafant
Comparifon, fpeaking of the Humility of Friars: Friars, fays
he, are like Pitchers, avbich only floop in order to get filled. Let-
tres Nouwvelles, &c. de Mr. Bourfaalt, . 127, Paris 1898,
8ve. 'The fame Writer informs us likewile, pag. 260, 261, of
a Reply made by Beileax, to an Ecclefiaftic his Countryman,
whofe A&tions were no ways fuitable to his Words. An A486¢
(fays Boxrfault) who had no Preferment, exclaiming one Day,
to Boilean, againft Pluralities : Is it poffible (fays the Ecclefiattic)
that the Pe:ﬁ.:‘ you named, who have the Repatation of being
very learned Men, and are fuch in reality, fhould be miftaken in
their Opinion? Unlefs thefe would abfolutely oppofe the Doc-
trine laid down by the Apoftles, and the Decifions of Coancils,
muft they not be obliged to confefs, that the holding feveral
Livings at the fame Time is finful. 1 myfelf am in holy Ors
_ders; and, be it faid without Vanity, of one of the beft Families
in Jouraine. It becomes a Man of high Birth to endeavour to
"make a Figure fuitable to it; and yet I proteit to you, that if I
can get an Abbey, the yearly Income of which is only a Thos-
fand Crowns, my Ambition will be fatisfied ; and be affured that
aothing fhall tempt me to alter my Refolution. Some 'Izmt
' ' after,
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found to be of fuch effectual Service in Europe, in
this Miffion. But their Brethren were the firft who

fed this Refolution ; and the Bifhop of Peking;
who was of their Order, obliged them to change it
two Years after, and follow the Example of the reft
of the Miffionaries.
. ‘The Miffionaries therefore, at their Arrival in
Ubina, ht to appear as Lsterasi, as Experience
has ﬁlﬁ%’gltly ihol:?:a for all thofe Friars x\l;xro af-
fumed that Charalter, after us; did not think it in-
cumbent oh them to imitate our Example; nay;
’tis certain that they were inclined to oppofe out
Condu& in this Particular, rather than conform to it,
efpecially in this Point. If the Chineme confider us
really as Men of Learning; as Ewrgpean Doltors
or Teachers, which are hosourable Titles, and fuit-
able to our Profeffion ; aad if we affume this Cha>

" rafter, we muft neceffarily obferve the feveral For-.

malitics of it, muft wear Silks ; and ride in Chairs,
(as they do) whenever we go a vifiting.

. But though we were not biafled by this particular
Reafon, it yet would be neceflary for us to behave in
this manner,in Compliance with the general Cuftom
of the Country ; for the lower fort of People in Chins
wear Silks, and are carried in Chairsy whenever they

afier,’an Abbey of Seven Thoufand Crownsa Year being vacanty
Mis Brother defired it for him, and was gratified in his Requett ;
the Winter following he got another of fill greater Valuz; and
2 Third being vacant, he follicited very ftrongly for this alfo
and obtained it. Bvileax hearing of thefe Preferments, wentan
paid his Friend 2 Vifit, on which Occafion he deliverzd himfelf
thas: Mr. 4bbé, where is now that Seafon of Innocence and
Candor, in which you declared that Pluralifls hazarded their
Souls y.—2Ab, good Boileau (replied the Abbé;) did you
but kmow boaw much Pluralities contribute towards Living awell!
~aDs in 30 doubt of that, (veplied Deileau ;) but wkbat Serwice
are they (good Abbé) sewards Dying awell?

Q2  vifit
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vifi. This is not locked upon, by them, e&i=
ther as Grandeur or Vanity, but as doing Honour
to the Perfons vifited § and a Proof that the Vifitant
is neither in Want, nor of a contemptible Condi-
tion. In Europe none but the great and rich ought
to wear Silk Cloaths; a confiderable Price is paid

for them ; and ‘we are confequently not to wonder,

that they don’t fuit the Poverty of theMonaftic Life ;
but in China, moft of the common People, and

even Lacquies, are cloathed in Silks. ’Tis in this

Light; and not in that in which ’tis confidered in

-France, that Perfons ought to form their Opinion ;

and ’tis in this view that the virtuous Perfons above

hinted at, ought to confider our Miffionaries, and

not haftily imagine, that thefe intend, after begin-

ning by the Spirit, to end by the Fleh; or that

they live luxurioufly, in a Country, whither they
travelled with no other Intention than to lead a

more perfect Life; and to fubmit to the greateft

Sufferings for the fake of enlarging Chrift’s King:

dom.

The Particulars above relate only to Vifiis; for,
at Home, where the Chineze go in what Drefs
they pleafe, the Miffionaries live very poorly, and
wear the moft common Things. They go on
Foot, in their Miffions, whenever they travel from
one Village to another. . Some even go bare-footed,
on many Occafions in Towns and Cities, which
may be of dangerous Confequence to our Religion;
for, befides the Contempt they thereby draw upon
themfelves, (a Circumftance which is far from in-
ducing the Chineze to litten to their Admonitions)
they ought to call to Mind that the Miffionaries are
only tolerated inChina 3 and thould appear but feldom
in Public, for fear the Mandarins, {feceing them in
fuch Numbers, or even oftcn, might imagine them
too bold, and confequently think it neceffary to
give the Court Notice of it. This RefleCtion obli;ghcs

N ¢
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the Miffionaries to conduct themfelves with the ut-
moft Prudence, and keep a watchful Eye over all
their Actions. I wil own that they might behave
otherwife, had any of them been indued, like the
Apottles, with the Gift of Miracles. A MifTiona-
ry who was thus appointed by Heaven, might go,
in all the Cities of China, on Foot, with his Pil-
grim’s Staff, and in whatever Drefs he pleafed. The
People, invited by the Fame of hisMiracles, would
croud to fee and hear him; they would refpe&
him ; would liften - peaceably, and admire his Po-
verty, from this Suppoﬁtioﬁ, that he might be.
rich, if he wasdefirous of being fo. But though
there fhould arife fome Perfon of this Charater,
we yet are not to fuppofe that the reft of the Mif
fiongries, who fhould not be invefted with the like
Power, and yet be defirous of imitating their Con-
du&, would be equally rever’d and liftned to by the
common People. .

The fafeft Courfe therefore, reverend Father, is
to follow thofe Cuftoms, which have been introdu-
ced with fo much Wifdom into the Miffion. Ex-

rience has thown, that the Obfervance of them
g:s been highly advantageous ®*, ‘When once Reli-

‘ gion

? Among other Pru;oﬁtiom, with regard to the Ceremonies
and Worthip of the Cbineze, exhibited to the Sorbonne in 1700,
the following adopted by the Jefuits, were condemned by its
Doors.—It is lawful for the Miffionaries and Chriffians of Chi-
82, to make ufe of the Chineze Words Tiem, which fignifies
the Heavene, and Xamti, fignifying the fupreme Emperor, (ac-
cording as they are ufed by the learned Chinege Atheiits) thereby
to exprefs the true God. ’

Th= Chineze Miflionaries may lawfully expofe in their Churches,
and on their Altars, a Pi€ture with this Infcription ip the Chincze
Language, Kieng Tien, i. e. adore the Heavens. Although the
Chinesce Heatbens underftand by that Word Tien, nothing but
the material Heavens, or the Influence of them, calied Ly.

The following Ceremonies are merely political and civil Qob-
fervances. I. The Proof of the Cattle to be offered up to Cox-
fucins,and to deceafed Anoeﬁors.obz pouring hot Wjne and Liguors

o 3. T
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gion, by the Praltice ‘of thefe Methods, fhall be
eftablithed on a folid Foundation; ‘twill then be
“in

into the Viim’s Ears. II. The Oblation of the Hair and
Blood of thofe Cattle, and the folemn Burial of it. III. The
Oblation of the Flefh of thofe Beafls, and other Fruits of the
Earth to Confucins ; and the Recital of the Offertories, preferib-
ed in the Rituals of the Empire. IV. The Libation and Offer-
ing of Wine, called Fotfion, or the Wine of Felicity. V.
The Rite and Cuftom of offering Silk to Conficias, and burning
it in Honour of this Philofophers at leaft a Piece of Gold o
Silver Paper ; as alfo Paper in which the Offertories are writ
VI. The PreParations and Expiations by Abftinence, Fafls,
Conjugal Continence; and Retirement from Sports and Plys,
for thofe Sacrifices and folemn Oblations. V1I. The Rice ot
Ceremony of inviting the Spirit of Comfucins, that it would be
pleafed to be prefent at the Oblations, and accept of them ; and
alfo reconduéling the fame Spirit when the Ceremony is ended.
See the Neaw Gofpel of the §e/m'n. pag. 105, & foq. Lonim
1%08, 8o, : )

' What a-ftrange Oglio of Religions bave we here ? *'T'is fome-
thing like the confufed Diale&, which Butler afcribes to his Hero.

Jt was a parti-coloured Drefs
Of "patch’d and py-ball’d Languages :
*Twas Eag'ifp cut on Greck and Lati,
Like Fuftian heretofore on Satin.
Hudibras, Canto I. Part I. Verfe g5, ¥

Bat the tratable Temper of the Jefuits, in fuiting their Wor-
fhip to that of the Chineze Heathens, feems the very of
that of Butler's Prasbyterians ; thofe appearing as obilinate, 88
thefe Romanifts are faid to be pliable, - . - : :

A Se&, whofe chief Devotion lies
In odd, preveife Antipathies: -

In falling out with that or this,

And finding fomewhat fill amifs :

More peevith, crofs and {plenetick,

Than Dog diitra&®, or Monkey fick.

"That with more Care ke:ﬁl'lolidagl

The wrong, than others the right Way,

Compound for Sins they are inclined to,

By damning thofe they have no Mind ta:

Still {o preverfe and o[goﬁte,

As if they worthipp'd God for Spight.

The felf-fame Thing they will abhor

One Way, and long another for. Firee-
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ia the Power of Religion, in its Turn, to give the
Miflionariesan Opportnnity of laying them afide,
and
Free-Will they one Way difavow,
Another, nothing elfe allow.
All Piety condfts therein
In them ; in other Men all Sin.
Hudibras, Canto I. Part I. Verfe zoy.

In Letter V. pag. 83. of the learned and pious Author of the
Provinciales, i3 a Charge againft certain Jefuit-Miffionaries,
which, if true, fpeaks them the moft fhameful Hypocrites.
The Paffage is as follows. The Jefuits * anfwer fo pertinently
¢ to whatever they are asked, that when they are in a Country
¢ where the Belief of a crucified Fefas is accounted Extrava-
¢ gance, they {fmother the Scandal of the Crofs; and preach up
¢ a glorified Fefus Chriff, not a fuffering Chrift. This Coyrfe
§ they took in the Indies, and in China, where they have per-
¢ mitted the Chriftians te commit Idolatry, by a fubtle Inven-
¢ tion, @iz, that of enjoining them to hide, ander their Cloaths,
¢ an Image of Fefus Chrift, to which they teach them, by a
¢ memntal Refervation, to direét thofe public Adorations which
¢ they pay the Idol Cachim-choan, and their Keum-fucum,as Gra-
¢ wina telates; and as was reprefented to Philip IV. of Spain, by
¢ the Francifcans of the Philippine Ilands, cited by Thomas Hurtade,
¢ inhis Book of the Martyrdom for the Faith, pag. 427. Infomuch,
¢ thatthe Congregation of Cardinals de propaganda fide, was for-
¢ ced to fend the Jefuits 2 particular Prohibition, that they fhould
¢ not, under any Pretence whatfoever, upon Pain of Excommu-
¢ nication, permit thofe idolatrous Adorations, and fo conceal
¢ the Myftery of the Crofs from thofe they inftrufted in the
¢ Cbhriftian Religion ; enjoining them exprefly not te admit any
€ to Baptilm, till after that Knowledge: as allo to expofe in
¢ their Churches the Image of the Crucifix, as may be feen in
¢ the Decree of that Congregation, dated Fuly 9, 1646, and
¢ figned by Cardinal Caponi.’

T'he learned Father Paul, whofe Writings plainly fhow him
to be nro Friend to the Jefuits, afcribes all the Pains they take ia
Miflions, to-a Spitit of Ambition and Venality. ¢ I hear (fays
¢ be) by the Way of Syria, of great Things done by the Je-
¢ fuits in the Indies, where they have got no little Commard
¢ and Power; which thows plainly what they intend todo in Fx-
¢ rope, if poflibly they can.’ See 2he Letters of the remowned Father
Paul ®, pag. 257, London, 1693, 8vo. In page 236, 237, the
Fatber relates the following odd Incident: The Jefuits at Rome

® Iam not infenfible, that 'tis dou!ted whetker fome of the Letters
wure ayrit by Fatber Paul.,
' ’ ' Q4 have
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and refuming the European Manners, as they may
think proper. If Silk Cloaths give Offence, they
ought never to wear any in the Houfe, or when
they are alone with their Servants; and they
fhould always appear in the moft modeft Garb pof-
fible, whencver they appear publickly in the Towns.
‘They even may wear Sackcloth under a filken Gar-
ment, as is the Practice of feveral holy Miffionaries.
In a Word, a Perfon may be a Saint, and preach
the Gofpel, though riot cloathed in a penitential
Habit. How many excellent Religious are there of
all Orders, in Heretic Countries, who labour with
indefatigable Zeal for the Caufe of Chrift, and yet
appear indifcriminately in “Habits of every kind.
“I?he Miffion of China has been foundcd'ab‘ove an
hundred Years; and Miflionaries of all Nations of
Europe, and of different Orders, have com¢ into
it. None of thefe (Heavens be praifed) have yet
renounced the Faith 3 none of them have commit-
ted any A&ion, which has refleted the leaft Dif-
honour on Religion. This is owing to the peculiar
"Blefling of Heaven upon the Miflion of China:
Confequently, either the Life which the Fathers lead
in them is no ways immoral ; there muft be fewer
have had a Play or Spiritual Com;:dy" a&cd in their H;mfe.. (the
Cafa profeffa) concerning the firft Converfion of Fapas. In the
fult. Scene a Jefuit appeared, who made a Sermeon to the Pit, cn
the following Subje&.. He faid that God, being defirous of re-
n>wing the World, had, in this Age, raifed up their Socicty, to
which the Divine Maiefly had becn fo-gracious, that ne human
Power, was able to oppofe it; and fuch like Stuff. To this a
fuppofed Fapanexe (an AQors) repiied ; that they did not believe
God had fent them thither ; but that fome Enemy to Maakind
kad waft:d them into their Country, where they make it their
Bufinefs to fet People together by the Ears ; to {py-out the Na-
kednefs of their Country, and fuch like Conceits. In this map-
01 the Drama went on, with feveral other remarkable Paflages,
ail which were agaioft the Jefuits. I can’t imagine how this
could come into their [{eads, unlefs it was to tell the World in
the moft public Manner, that they know what People talk knd
think of them, and don't value what they fuppofe or fay. v
| B EPEPEEN . PR . TCmPta’

-
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Temptations, or Heaven muft indulge a more im-
mediate Prote&ion to the Gofpel-Labourers, who
refide in this Empire. From what Caufe foever
this may arife, *tisa Juftification of our Conduét;
and a ftrong Motive to induce Perfons of an A
folical Charater to come hither; and employ them-
felves in the Converfion of Souls, after the Exam-
ple of the firft Founders of this Miffion. o
I pafs over the Mortification of our natural Tem-
per and Inclinations, which is the true Mortifica-
tion fo earneftly recommended by the Saints. This
1s {o dfentially neceflary in the Miffion of China,
that without it, little or no Progrefs can be
made in advancihg Chrift’s Kingdom, nor could
a Miffionary go on long. An European is natu-
rally lively, paffionate, eager and inquifitive s but
when fuch a one arrives in China, he muft be-
come 2 quite different Man : He muft form a Re-
Jolution to conduét himfelf, his whole Life-time,
with Calmnefs, Complaifance, Patience and Seri-
oufnefs. He muft receive all Vifitants with the
higheft Civility ; muft difcover a Satisfaction at fee-
ing them ; and liften to whatever they fhall fay
with the greateft Patience. He muft propofe his
Reafons with all imaginable Mildnefs ; with a foft
Tone of Voice, and few Geftures; the Chineze
being very much offended, whenever they fee a
Miffionary of a fower Temper, and hard to be
leafed. If fuchaone fhould be paffionate and
gcry, this would be ftiil worfe, for then even his
own Servants would be the firft to defpife and in-
veigh againft him,
" Farther, he muft give up every Enjoyment and
Diverfion of this Life. A Miffionary who is alone
in the Provinces, never ftirs abroad except to ad-
minifter the Sacraments to the Sick ; or to vifit the
Inhabitants of the Villages, at certain Seafons, pur-
fuant to the Duties of his Miffion. The Fa:hcl:s
S : make
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make in very few Vifits in Ching; they having no

other Company but their Converts, and Catechu-

mens; and the only Topic they difcourfe upon is,
concerning the Law of God. A Miflionary is
obliged to be alone the remaining Part of the Day,
and to fpend his Time in Prayer or Study; for
which reafon Perfons of a ftudious Difpofition, find
greater Pleafure in this Miflion, than others who
have no Inclination that way. - '

" "To conclude, a Miffionary muft affume an Air of
Serioufnefs and Gravity, both at Home and Abroad;
if he be defirous of winning the Efteem of the Chi-
seze, and that his Words fhould make an Impreffion
on their Minds. For this Reafon Father Fudio Alk-
i, one of the moft zealous Labourers in this Mif-
fion, whenever any Chriftians came to vifit him, he,
though ever fo familiarly acquainted with them, al{
'ways put ona proper Drefs, before he fpoke to them.

‘This decent Outfide created him Refpet; and he

afterwards won their Efteem and Confidence, by his

Gentlenefs and Affability in Converfation. When-

ever he prefented them with pious Pitures or Me-

dals, he would lead them to the Veftry, where put-

ting on his Surplice, and bidding them kneel, he

explained to them, in the moft awful manner, the

Veneration with which they ought to receive and

preferve thefe holy Images. As to mylelf, I very

much admire, not only the great Pains which this

illuftrious Miffionary took in inftru&®ing them; but
alfo his ftric and continual Care, in appearing with

fuch an exterior, as might beft conduce to gain him
the Refpeét, Attention and Efteem of the Chineze;
he not regarding the Trouble which this inceflantly

put him to.

Hence it appears, reverend Father, that our In-
clinations and Defigns are juft and upright in Chins;
and that our Life is not exempt from Mortifica-
tions. Ncverthelefs, it muft be confcffed that the

|
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Gofpel-Labourers, don’t live fo honourably in any
Miffion as in this. T he great Men as well the common
People efteem and love 'them; a Blefling for which
we can never thow our Gratitude fufficiently to God g
and, for this Reafon, we do our utmoft to make it
fubfervient to Religion ; for Heaven is fenfible that
we have no other Obje&t in view. This is the fole
Motive of our Labours, of the dangerous Voyages
we undertake ; of our voluntary Sufferings ; and the
wariety of Peyils to which we expofe ourfelves : we
never ceafing, fo long as Life continues, to exert
our utmoft Strength and Abilities, for the Advance-
ment of fo glorious a Defign. I will gladly fpend,
oxd be fpent for yeu, fays the Apoftle St. Paul * 5
that is, Jwid facrifice all I bave, and eves my Perjon
Jor your Sakes, 1 fhall do myfelf the Honour to hint
feveral Methods, by which this Miffion may be
sendered fill more flourithing, and the Miflionaries
eafed in their Labours. None of us defires any
Thing for his private Advantage. But if we fue,
in Favour of S'»c Gofpel-work, we are perfuaded
that fuch as love Chrift, and have the like Concern
with you, for the Salvation of Men’s Souls, will bg
inclined tq liften to us,

I am your, &c;

Jorn pr FonTaNnEY,

® 2 Cor. xii. 15.

%
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DEDICATION,
To the Jesuits of FRANCE. *

Reverend Fatbers,

HE following Collection muft neceffarily re-
mind you of Father /& Gobien, who publithed
the former Volumes +, and recall the Sorrows you
Felt for his Death. You honoured him with your
Efteern and Friendfhip ; and I will not fcruple to
fay, that the excellent Qualities he pofieflfed, as a
good Man and a Scholar, jultly merited him both.
Thoie who were moft intimate with him, fondly
referve the Memory of the feveral Virtues of which
Ec was an illuftrioss Example. His Evennefs of
Mind, his perpetual Sweetnefs of Temper, his Pa-
tience under the fharpeft Sufferings, his Affability
which won him the Affeétions of all ; his Modera-
tion, his Reétitude, his Charity, and the many o-
ther Virtues that made him dear both to God and
Men, were the Effect of the abfolute Afcendant he
had acquired over his Paffions : Accordingly, none
of thofe Starts and Gufts of Paffion, which fome-
times ruffle the moft perfe&, were ever feen in
him 1.

His Zeal was indefatigable ; and I may add,
without being thought to amplify, that he fell a
Vi&im to it. The Sicknefs that carried him off in
fo few Days, was wholly owing to his intenfe Ap-
plication to his Studies, which muft certainly have

* N B. Vol. IX. of the Original begins here.

+ Far this Reafon I thought it but Juftice to tranflate the Cha-
ra&ter given us of this Father.

1 This is carrying Father /o Gobien's CharaQer very high ;
and favours a little too much of Panegyric.

provad
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YProved fatal to one of a more vigorous Conflitution
than he énjoyed. Perhaps the only Fault he could
have been charged with, was the too fevere Aufte-
rities he practiced, and the little Care he todk of
his Health: )

‘The peculiar Talent he poffeficd, of leading Men
into the Paths of Perfetion, had won him the
Confidence of great Numbers of People. To be-
hold the Affiduity with which he devoted himfelf
to fo fatiguing an Employment, one would have
concluded that it took up his whole Time ; whilft;
on the other Hand, fuch as were Eye-witneffes to
the Pains he took, for the Advantage of the Mif-
fions, when employed in them ; and to procure the
Mifionaries all the Succours in his Power, could
fcarce believe that he had a Moment to fpare for
other Occupations.

I am perfuaded, reverend Fathers, that in addref-
fing the following Collection, after fo many others
which have been offered you by Father le Gobien,
you will be pleafed with the Duty which I pay thus
tranfiently to his Memory. I alfo hope that you
will indulge the like Favour to thefe Letters, which
you have done to all the preceding ones. 1 will
venture to affirm, that they are equally calculated
to pleafe the Curious, and thofe pious Perfons who
intereft themfelves in all Things relating to the Ad-
vancement of Religion.

The firft of thefe Letters has already been ap-
proved by the learned Prelate to whom it is ad-
drefled. Father Boucher’s Defign therein is  to
fhew, by Conjectures which you will think well e-
nough grounded, that the Nations they relate to
had antiently a Correfpondence with the Fews ;
that they co;ied thedivine Truths from their Books ;
but that in Procefs of Time, they rtotally disfigured
them by the numberlefs Fictions they introduced 3
a Circumftance which is not to be wondered at, - con-

.3 . fidering



238 ‘TRAVELS of the Jesvrrs]
fidering the paffionate Fondnefs thofe People havd
for Poetry. -

No Perfon was abler to write on this Subje& than
Father Boucbet ; thofe who have treated it before
him confefling, that they had but a very fuperficial
Knowledge of it®. They were acquainted only
with fuch Indians as inhabit the Coafts ; but thefe
Indians themfelves know very little of the Princi-
ples of their Religion ; the Bramins, who are the
Literati of the Country, being extremely careful
not to let their Books 1 get into other Hands, they
thinking that it would profane their Do¢trine, fhould
they make it too common. Befides, ‘tis their In-
tereft to conceal this Knowledge from the People
for fhould they once be initiated into their Myfte-
ries, the Bramins would no longer be confulted §
but foon lofe the exalted Ditin&ion, which arifes
wholly from the extraordinary Idea the Vulgar have
formed to themfclves of their Knowledge. .

Father Bouchet found an Opportunity of remov-
ing all the Difficulties which the Europeans meet
with, when they attempt to enquire concerning the
Doétrine of the Indians. He travelled far up into
their Country, where he refided above twenty Years;
Among upwards of twenty thoufand Idolaters;
whom he was fo happy as to baptize, were fe
veral Bramins, even of fuch as had the greateft Re-
putation, and were famous for their Learning. By
their Affiftance he procured thofe Books which their
Literati conceal fo carefully ; and, being perfedly
well acquainted with their Language, he perufed

* 1 fuppofe our Jefuit had not heard of the reverend Mr.
Lord's Difcovery of the Se& of the Banians, that Author hav-
ing given a curious Detail of thofe Matters, as the Reader may
bave feen in this Work.

4+ Mr. Lord obferves, Chap. x. of his Treatife, ¢ that one of
¢ the Things enjoined young Bramins is, not to communicate
¢ the Myfteries of their Religion to any of a diff:rent Perfin:

¢ fion’. .
i them
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¥hem attertively, Befides, he had long and free
quent Converfations with the Bramins, upon fuch
Points as required Explanation. In a Word, he
exerted his utmoft Endeavours, to get a thorough
Knowledge of the ridiculous Syftem of Religion
which the Nations in queftion have forged.

This Miffionary bas promifed to favour us with
feveral other Obfervations, made by him on the
State of Phyfic among the Jndians ; on their moral
Maxims, and even their Poetry. I fhall not fail to
infert them, ia the following Volumes, as they
come to Hand.

The reft of the Letters which form the enfuing
Collection, fhew the Hopes we may juftly enter-
tain of extending ftill farther Chrift’s Kingdom
in idolatrous Countries. You neverthelefs will find,
efpeciallyin thofeof Father Martin, one Circumftance
(among others) which affe@s the Miffionaries in
the moft fenfible manner, and that is, frequently to
find an abundant Harveft, without being able to
gather it for want of Catechifts. *Tis on thofe
Occafions that the evangelical Poverty they profefs
becomes, in fome Meafure, burthenfome to them.

We nced not fear but that a fufficient Supply of
Miffioraries will be found. *Tis not only in France
(reverend Fathers) that Perfons of the monattic
Profeffion earneftly defire to be fent into the re-
moteft Countries, The like Zeal is feen in the reft
of the Jefuits fpread over the different Kingdoms of
Exrope. There are now above fourfcore on the
Coafts of Spain, who only wait for an Opportu-
nity of going to America. Several others from
Germany, have already travelled through Part of
France ; and thofe are now upon the Road, and go-
ing to join the great Number of Gofpel-labourers
in queftion.

We
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We likewife expected a confiderable’ Supply ofF

fervent Miffionaries from Poland; but probably
twill be long before that Country can be able to
fend any: to the Heatben Nations ; that great King-
dom having ‘beén laid wafte, lalt Year, by thé
Plague, which carried off .fourfcore and twelve Jes
foits who attended the InfeQled.

" 1 am; &c.

: J. B. ot HaLpE *,

Father BoUCHET, a Mgﬁomry of Madﬁm,

and Superior of the new Miffion of Carnata. *,
. to Bifbgp HuET, formerly Bifbop of Avran-
- ches. , o

HE Toils of .a Gofpel-labourer; in India, are

l fo great; and fo uninterrupved, that one
would conclude the Duty of preaching Chrift to
the [Heatbens, and.inftrulting the new Converts,
are more than fufficicrt to employ them. And
indeed, at certain Seafons of the Year, fo far from
having Leifure to apply themfelves to Swidy, they
‘have {carce Time to take the requifite Food ; asd
therefore are often forced to employ fome of the

C My r;.ow,

® This is the learned Father who, a few Years fince; obliged
the Public with the Account of China, in four latge Volumes,
Folia: And ’tis he who publithed all the fucceeding Volurnes cf
the prefent Work.

* There is no Date to this Letter, but the Freach Original
was printed in 1730. Probably this Letter was writ twenty
Years before. ‘ -

Hours

. ~
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Hours they otherwife fhould devote to Sleep, to
Prayer, and the other Dutics of their Profeffion.

Neverthelefs, my Lord, in other Seafons, and
¢ven at certain Hours, fome Days, we have Lei-
fure to unbend the Mind after our Fatigues, l:?r
one kind of- Study or other. Our Care, on thefe
Occafions, is always to make thed Amufe-
ments of Advantage to our holy Religion. In this
View, we apply ourfelves to fuch Sciences, as are
efteemed by thofe Heatbens, at whofe Converfion
we labour ; and we endeavour to make even their
Errors of Ule, towards convincing them of the
Truths in which we came to inftruct them.

’Twas in thofe Seafons, during which I was al-
lowed fome Leifure from the Duties of my Em-
ployment, that I made all poflible Enquiry into the
Syftem of Religion followed by thefe . Heatbens.
In the prefent Letter I fhall fet before you, and
compare fome Conjectures, which, I believe, will
be thought important. The Defign of them is to

ve,. that the Indians borrowed their Religion

m the Books of Mpfes and the Prophets : That
notwithftanding the. various Fiions with which
their Books are interfperfed, they yet cannot quite
eclipfe the Truths concealed under them. Finally,
that, abftracted from the Religion of the Hebrews,
which they learnt (at leatt in part) by their Cor-
refpondence with the Fews and Egyptians ; we like-
wile difcover among them, fome evident Footfteps
of the Cbriftian Religion, which had been preached
to them by the Apoftle St. Thomas, by Pantenus,
and feveral other eminent Perfonages, in the firft
Ages of the Church.

I did not doubt but you would approve of the
Liberty I have taken to addrefs this Letter to yous
imagining, that a Series of Refletions, which are
of Ufe to confirm and defend our holy Religion,
fhould naturally be offered to you. This Subject

Vor. IL R muft
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muft affe& your Lordfhip more than any other Per-
fon, as you have demonftrated the Truth of the
Chbriftian Religion, with prodigious Erudition, and
a moft accurate Knowledge of Antiquity both fa-
cred and profane. ’

I remember to have read in your learned Demos-
fratio Evangelica, that the Doltrine of Mpfes had
reached as far as India : And your Affiduity ip re
marking, in Authors, all fuch Particulars. as any
way favour Religion, was the Occafion of your an-
ticipating me in many Particulars, which I other-
wife fthould have 'mentioned in this Place. For this
Reafon I fhall only add fuch Things as I lately dif-
covered in this Country, by the Perufal of the moft
antient Indian Books, and the Converfation I had
with the learned Men here.

*Tis certain, my Lord, that the Generality of the
_ Indians are not fo abfurd as to give into Atheifm *,

® Pietro della Valle informs us, that many of thefe Indians
believe, “ that the Soul is mortal ; that the World is governed
¢ by Chance, or fimply by Nature, without any Intermedia-
¢ tion of God’s Providence : WhilRt others lcok upon the firft
¢¢ Matter as God”. A very odd Circumftance is, (as he had
¢ obferved beforc) * that they neverthelefs employ feveral Hous
¢¢ daily in Prayer, before their Idols; and that with fo mach
¢ Devotion (fays our Traveller) that the Cbriftians may jultly
¢¢ blufh for their Indolence on thofe Occafions. Their Kings
¢¢ themfelves are no lefs devout.” Trovo ancora, chefra gmefli
Jdolatri . . .vi fono anche molti, che temgona, che I Anima fia mor-
tale, e che il mondo fi gowerni a Cafa, o femplicemente della Na-
tura, fenxa Providesza di alesn Dio: & altri, che banwo
Dio la Materia prima. Viaggi di Pietro della Valle, pag. 8o
Parte prima, in Roma, 1658, 4to. He had before faid, pag.
77. Le Orationi & Adorationi, che fanno ne i lore paefs, a i lrs
tanti Idoli, per quanto bo intefo, ¢ cofa di molta moia, ¢ faticas
poiche gli ficdfi Ré, Occupati'in tanti altri Negotii grai, che wa
Ji banno a tralafiiare, non pofforo nondimeno far di manco di xoz
confumar ne' Pagodi, in quefle Adorationi, fette & otto bore ggvi
Ziorno 5 com tants inchini, con tanti profiramenti, ¢ 5i faite fafi-
cofe Ceremonie, che 2 cofa da [derenare ogni robuflo galant bumme, ¢
da far wergognar noi altri Chriftiani della pigritia con cbe ci efer-
¢itiamo nel culto ¢ fervigio del vere Die.

. Tbcy;
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‘They entertain a tolerably juft Idea of the Deity,
tho® depraved and vitiated by the Worfhip of I~
dois. They acknowledge an infinitely-perfet God
who exifts from all Eternity, and comprehends the
moft excellent Attributes in himfelf.  Thus far
nothing can be more auguft, or more conformable
to the Notion which God’s own People had formed
ta themfelves of the Deity; but, unhappily, Idola-
try has added the following Particulars to this Belief,

Moft of the Indians affirm, that this great Num-
ber of Deities whom they now worthip, are only
fo many fubaltern Gods, fubje to the fupreme Be-
ing, who is equally the Lord over Gods and Men ®,

® This agrees with Pietro della Valle, who obferves, pag. 120,
that “* thefc Jadians worthip many of their Indigites, or Go